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’ ' * a— Manat 

■ ) ' , 

SIR, 

i 

^ Wh  EN  I confider  theobliga- 

» 

tion  which  you  have  conferred  on  the  Author 
of  the  “ Account  of  the  Voyage  in  fearch  of  * 
La  Peroufe/^  I cannot,  as  the  Tranflator 
of  his  work,  refift  the  inclination  I feel,  to 
pay  you  that  tribute  of  applaufe  to  which 
you  have  fo  juft  a claim.  The  Sciences,  to 
the  improvement  of  which  you  have  not 
tnly  devoted  your  days,  but^  in  the  prime  of 

a 2 life, 


/ 


DEDICATION, 


rr 

life,  facrificed  your  eafe  and  cornfort,  have 
now  to  acknowledge  your  having  been  in^ 
llrumental  in  affording  M.  Labile ar- 
DIE  RE  an  opportunity  of  enriching  natural 
hiftory  with  a defcriptix^n  of  the  fpecimens 
which  he  colledled  during  his  voyage  with 
Admiral  D’Entrccafteaux,  , , % 

In  thefe  volumes  you  will,  no  doubt,  Sir, 
find  many  abjeéls  which  have-before  attracted 
your  notice  in  the  courfe  of  your  circumna- 
vigatjon  of  the  globe;  but  among  the  plants 
here  defcribed,  you  will  meet  with  feveral  of 
new  genera  and  fpecies,  or  at  leaft  which 
appear  not  to  have  hitherto  fallen  under  the 
obfervatipn.  of’ any..naturalifl:,  Of  thefe  I 
have  endeavoured  to  convey, 'to  the-Eiiglifh. 
botanical  reader,- an  accurate  .idea:  . andt  it 

V 

will  be  no  fmall  gratific;rûon  to  me  to  learn, 
that  my  jn  this  refpedt, 

have  not  been  unattended^^yith  fuccefs ; ^^and 
that,  upon  the  whQle,^my  tranflation  !has 
proved  a faithful  pidlure  of  the  original,  and 
not  altogether  undeferying  of  the  approba-r 

- tion 


î)ÊDICATION* 


tion  of  one,  who  has  fo  fully  exemplified 
the  truth  of  Dr.  Hawkefworth^s  remark  ia 
his  Introdu6lion  to  Cookes  Firft  Voyage: 
It  is  fortunate  for  mankind,  when  wealth 
“ and  fcience,  and  a ftrong  inclination  to* 
exert  the  powers  of  both  for  purpofes  of 
public  benefit,  unite  in  the  fame  perfon.? 

I have  the  honour  to  be^ 

• « 

With  great  refpeél. 

Sir,  ' 

f ' . 

» 

Your  moft  obedient,  and 

Hi  j;  > :'  ^ 


moft  humble  fervant. 


Thje  Translator. 

Londok, 
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TT HE  Voyage  in  fearch  of  La  Péroufe  had  long 
ceafed  to  engage  the  attention  of  the  curious, 

and  even  feemed  almoft  to  have  efcaped  the  me-* 

/ 

mory  of  the  general  clafs  of  readers,  when,  after 
a lapfe  of  feven  years,  one  of  the  Naturalifls  em- 
barked on  4he  expedition,  recently  publifhed  an  ' 
aecount  of  it,  a corred  and  unmutilated  tranfla-* 
tion  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  follo^^inij 
flieets;  but,  as  M,  Labillardière,  in  his  Introduc- 
tion, has  not  afligned  any  rcafon  for  the  tardy 
appearance  of  his  work,  it  may  perhaps  be  not 
altogether  uninterefting  to  ftale  briefly  the  prin-* 
cipal  caufes  which  have  occafioned  this  delay. 

It  will  be  feen  towards  the  end  of  the  Second 
yolume,  that,  after  the  death  of  Captain  Huon 

and 
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and  of  Rear-admiral  D’Entrecafteaux,  the  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  devolved  on  M.  Dauri- 
beau,  who  had  been  previoufly  appointed  Cap- 
tain of  the  Efperance,  While  the  thips  lay  off 
Sourabaya,  one  of  the'  principal  fettlements  of 
the  Dutch  in  the  Ifland  of  Java,  an  account  was 
received  there  of  war  having  broken  out  lictween 
France  and  Hollan'ÏÏ.  AltKcuïgh  the  council  of 
Sourabaya  at  firft  detained  the  French  officer 
fent  to  procure  pilots  to  carry' the  fit ips  Into  the 
ro2id,  they  -foon  ..reçpived  orders  from  the  Regencyo 
of  .Batavia  not'  only  to  admit  the  Ererich  thips,  s 
but  .to  furnifh-them  and  their  crews  with  every.i 
necefiary  of  which»  they  might  tland'  in  need.  . 
The  dyfcntery  having  at  this  time  rhade>  confi-j 
derable  ravages  on  board,  mod  of  the  gentle-., 
men  belonging  to  the  expedition  took  up'  theiriî 
reddcnce  on  fhore.  It  appears,  that,  three  months  : 
after  this,  fome  freth  news  having  arrived  frôm* 
Europe,  M.  Dauribeau  and  the  principal  officers  '2 
came  to  a refolution  of  holding  the. white  flag,  as'Q 
the  emblem  of  their'  attachment  to  the  old 
narchical  government  ' of  France, . and  putting 
tkemfelves  under  the  protedHon  of  the.  Dutch, 

"they 
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they  caufed  all  the  officers,  nalilralifts,  aild  fuch 
of  the  people  lidonging  to  the  two  fhips  as  they 
thought  would  efpoufe  the  republican  caufe,  to 
be  apprehended  and  thrown  into  pflfon.  M. 
Dauribeau  at  the  fame  time  feized  upon  all  the 
colleflions  of  the  naturalifls,  and  fdon  after  pre- 
vailed on  the  Governor'  of  Samarang  to  caufe 
' their  effects  to  be  fearched,  in  order  to' get  pof- 
feffion  of  the  manufefipts  containing  the  obfer- 

Vations  which  they  had  made  during  the  voyage  ; 

» 

- but  M.  Lablllafdière  and  his  friend  M.'  Legrand 
fayed  their  journals.  The  officers  and  other  per- 
sons of  the  republican  party  were  in  the  fcquel 
transferred  to  the  prifons  of  Batavia,  and  after  a 
long  confinement  in  the  vicinity  of  that  un- 
healthy fpot/  were  exchanged,  and  fent  to  the 

« 

Ifle  of  France.  The  Recherche  and  the  Efpc-» 
ranee  being  left  without’  men  fufficient  to  navi- 
gate them,  an  inventory  was  taken  of  their  fur- 
niture^ fiofes,  &c.  by  commiffioners  appointed 
bn  both  fid'es  ; and  thefe,  together 'with  the  fhips, 
were  received  by  the  Regency  of  Batavia  to  an- 
fwer  the  advances  made  in  provifibns,  and  in 
other  kinds  of  fuccour  afforded  to  the  officers 
VOL.  I.  b ^ and 
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and  crews  ; the  Regency  engaging  that  the  Dutcti 
government  fhould  account  for  the  furplus  to  the 
King  of  France.  M..Dauribeau  died  on  the  2 2d 
of  Auguft  17^4;  and  M.  Rofld,  then  firfl  lieu- 
tenant of  the  Recherche,  confequently  becoming 
the  lenlor  officer  in  command,  took  into  his 
charge  Admiral  D’Entrecafteaux’s  journal,  with 
all  the  charts,  plans,  drawings,  fpccimens  of  na- 
tural hiflory,  &c.  and  early  in  the  year  1795, 
embarked  with  them  for  Europe,  in  the  Hoogly, 
a Dutch  Eah-Indiaman,  bound  from  Batavia  to 
Amflerdam.  On  the  9th  of  June  following,' 
this  and  feven  more  Dutch  ffiips  that  were  in 
company  with  her,  were  captured  off  St.  Helena 
by  his  Maj city’s  ffiip  the  Sceptre  of  64  guns, 
commanded  by  Captain  Effington,  who  was 
bringing  home  his  prizes,  when,  in  confcquence 
of  the  Hoogly  fprlnging  a leak,  fhc  was  fo  near 

I 

foundering,  as  to  make  it  neceffary  to  take  out 
all  her  people  and  abandon  her  ; this  fcrvice  was 
executed  on  the  2d  of  September,  when  Cap- 
lain  Effington  ordered  her  to  be  fet  on  fire.  On 
the  Sceptre’s  arrival  in  England,  Captain  Effing- 
ton  tranfmUted  to  the  Lords  Commiflioners  of 
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the  Admiralty  fuch  of  the  journals,  charts,  plans, 
drawings^,  and  colleâions  in  natural  hlflory  be- 
longing to  Admiral  D’Entrccafteaux’s  expedition, 
as,  previous  to  the  capture  of  the  Hoogly, 
Rolfel  was  conveying  to  Holland; 

On  the  1 2th  of  March  17^6,  M.  Labillar- 
dière"  arrived  at  Paris  from  the  Ifle  of  France, 
and  finding  his  colleélion  of  fpecimens  of  na- 
tural hifiory  in  the  pofleffion  of  the  Brltifh  go- 
vernment, he  urged  the  perfons  exercifing  the 
government  of  France  to  claim  them  ; this  appli- 
cation being  warmly  feconded  by  Sir  Jofeph 
Banks,  they  were  delivered  up  with  the  moft 
fcrupulous  exaflnefs,  and  in  a manner  that  re- 
ïle6ts  the  highefi  honour  on  the  perfons  imnic- 
diately  concerned,  and,  with  all  the  other  papers, 
charts,  plans,  &c.  tranfmitted  to  Paris  in  Au- 
guft  1.796 

I . 

A perufal  of  M.  Labillardicre’s  narrative  will 

afford  the  moft  ample  proof  of  his  being  emi- 
% 

• ncntly 

* So  éxa6l  were  Mioitlers  in  their  compliance  with  this  ap- 
plication, that  the  Board  of  Admiralty  ordered  a Lieutenant  of 
the  navy  to  be  fént  to  Havre  in  a flag  of  truce,  with  the  twenty- 
one  cafes  which  contained  M.  Labillardiere’s  colle<5Hons,  and 
m’hich  had  previoufly  been  in  the  care  of  Sir  Jofeph  Banks. 
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nently  qualified  for  the  fituation  to  which  he  was 
appointed  : his  deferiptions  in  natural  hifiory 
are  at  once  concife-  and  perfpiciious,  and  be- 
fpeak  the  mofi:  perfefl  knowledge  of  the 
fubjecl  ; while  that  part  of  his  narrative  which 
immediately  relates  to  nautical  matters,  leaves 
the  inquifitive  geographer  and  cautious  navi- 
gator nothing  to  wiih  for,  either  in  refpedt 
to  the  configuration  and  extent  of  the  coafis 
he  vifited,  or  their  prcclfe  latitudes'  and  longi- 
tudes, the  variation  of  tlie  compafs,  the’  pre- 
vailing winds,  the  dircclion  and  ftrength  of  the 
tides  and  currents,  the  fituation  of  fnoals,  the 
foundings,  &c.  &c.  On  each  of  thefe  heads 
enough  is  faid  for  the  guidance  of  future  navi- 
' gators,  without  defeending  to  thofe  frequent 
repetitions,  which,  however  necefiary  they  may 
,bé  in  detailing  the  geographical  pofition  of  a 
ncwly-difcovcrcd  land,  never  fail  to  tire  the 
general  reader.  Hence  it  is^  that  the  narrative 
of  a mere  teaman  is  commonly  filled  with  a 
fuccefiion  of  nautical  remarks,  penned  in  the 
monotonous  fiyle  of  a log-book  ; the  journal  of 
the  philofophic  naturalifi,  on  the  contrary,  not 
only  abounds  with  lively  pidlures  of  the  mofi: 
c interefilng 
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intcreflmg  produdlions  of  the  creation,  but  is 
interfperfed  with  deferiptions  of  countries  and 
people,  manners,  cuflôms,  and  language  ; no- 
thing efcapes  his  active  refearches  ; none  of  the 

' 

elements  long  conceal  from  his  penetrating  eye 
their  diverlified  riches  ; he  explores  the  inrnoft 
receffes  of  Nature,  and  reveals  thofe  beauties 
which  lie  hidden  from  the  view  of  an  ordinary 
obferver. 

In  the  nomenclature  of  a few  particular  places, 
•I  have  not  thought  myfelf  at  liberty  to  depart 
from  my  original.  Thus,  what  Captain  Cook 
and  all  Engliili  navigators  term  Van  Diemen’s 
Land,  I have,  after  M.  Labillardière,  denomi- 
nated Cape  Diemen.  But  I have  ventured  to 
amend  the  orthography  adopted  by  M.  Labillar- 
dière in  the  courfe  of  other  parts  of  his  naviga- 
tion, particularly  in  the  names  of  the  iflands 
lying  to  the  northward  of  New  Guinea,  and 
thence  through  Pitt’s  Strait  to  the  Moluccas. 
I have  tranferibed  the  names  of  thefe  different 
iflands  and  places  from  the  voyage  of  Captain 
Forreft,  who  had  more  frequent  opportunities  of 

I 

learning  the  names  given  them  by  the  natives. 
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I think  it  neccffary  to  be  thus  explicit  on  this 
point,  as  I am  of  opinion  that  the  names  of  aü 
coafts,  ’ifiands,  bays.  See,  given  by  the  naviga- 
tors who  firft  difeovered  them  fhould  be  faith- 
fully preferved  and  adhered  to,  unlefs  there  is 
a poflibility  of  obtaining  the  name  affigned  to 
them  by  the  natives  of  the  country,  which 
ihould  undoubtedly  be  preferred. 

In  regard  to  longitude,  I have  alfo  followed 
the  original,  in  which  it  is  uniformly  reckoned 
from  the  meridian  of  Paris,  and  after  paffing  it 
to  the  cad,  is  carried  on  cafterly  beyond  the 
i8oth  degree,  and  back  to  the  fame  meridian. 
The  reader  can  eafily  reduce  it  to  longitude 
from  Greenwich,  by  allowing  2°  20'  for  ^hc  dif- 
ference edabliflied  between' the  two  meridians. 

I 

In  order  to  fave  the  trouble  of  reference,  I 
have  prefixed  to  this  volume  an  - Index  of  the 
articles  of  natural  hifiory,  which  occur  in  the 
work,  containing  their  Linnæan  or  other  fei- 
entifie  name,,  with  the  correfponding  Englifii 
or  other'name  by  w hich  they  are  mofi;  commonly 
'known,  and  likcwife  the  pages  of  the  volume 
in  which  they  are  mentioned. 
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In  the  Malay,  Cape  Diemen,  Friendly  Iflands^ 
New  Caledonia,  and  Waygiou  vocabularies,  at 
the  end  of  the  fécond  volume,  I have  adapted 
the  orthography  as  nearly  as  poffible  to  the 
Englifli  pronunciation. 

The  main  obje6t  of  M.  D'Entrecafteaux’s 
voyage  having  been  to  fearch  for  La  Pérou fe^ 
I now  fubjoin,  for  the  fatisfadlion  of  the  reader, 
the  tranflation  of  an  extraét  of  the  lafl  letter 
written  by  that  unfortunate  navigator  to  the 
Marfhal  De  Cajiries,  then  Minifler  of  the 
French  Marine,  in  which  he  fpeclfies  the  track 
that  he  intended  to  follow  on  his  departure  from 
J^ew  South  Wales,  in  March  1788. 

Botayiy  Bay  y February  1788. 

I lhall  again  make  a run  to  the  Friendly 

y 

Iflands,  and  I fhall  ftridtly  perform  every 
thing  that  has  been  enjoined  me  by  my  in- 
flrudlions,  in  regard  to  tlvî  fouth  part  of 
New  Caledonia,  Mendana’s  Ifland  of  Santa 
Cruz,  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Surville’s  Terre 
des  Arfacidesy  and  the  land  called  by  Bou- 
gainville  La  Lomfiadey  and  endeavour  to 

b 4 ««  afeer- 
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afcertain  whether  this  lafl  makes  a part  of 

New  Guinea,  or  is  feparated  from  it.  To- 

wards  the  end  of  July  1788,  I fhall  pafs  be-^ 

tween  New  Guinea  and  New  Holland,  by  a 

difFerent  channel  than  Endeavour  Strait,  pro- 

vided  fuch  a one  exifl.  During  the  month 

««» 

of  September,  and  a part  of  Odlober,  I fhall 

vifit  tlie  Gulf  of 'Carpentaria,  and  all  the 

weft  coaft  of  New  Holland,  as  far  as  Van 
' ' . ‘ 

Diemen’s  Land  ; but  yet  in  fuch  a manner, 
that  it  may  be  poffible  forme  to  get  to  the 
northward  in  time  to  arrive  at  the  Ifle  of 
France  in  the  beginning  of  December 

/ 

To  gratify  the  impatience  of  the  reader,  I 

I 

fhall  here,  in  a few  words,  anticipate  the  refult 
of  this  voyage.  When  Admiral  D’Entrccaflcaux;  - 
touched  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  he  receive^ 
difpatcLos  from  M.  Saint-Felix,  the  French 
Commander  in  Chief  on  the  India  ftation,  en- 
cloling  him  the  depofitions  of  two  French  Cap-^. 
tains  of  merchantmen,  which  ftated  that  Cap- 
tain Hunter,  late  of  the  Syrius  frigate,  when 
y aiding  by  the  Admiralty  Iflands,  in  his  voyage 
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from  Botany  Bay  to  Batavia  in  a Dutch  velid, 
perceived  fcvcral  canoes  containing  favages, 
fome  of  whom  appeared  to  him  to  be  clothed 
in  the  uniform  of  the  French  navy,  but  with 
whom,  from  the  contrariety  of  the  winds  and 
currents,  he  could  not  have  any  intercourfe. 
Notvvithftanding  the  improbability  of  the  truth 
of  this  ftatement.  Admiral  D’Entrecafteaux,  with 
a zeal  highly  honourable  to  his  feelings,  did  not 
hefitate  a tingle  moment  ; he  changed  the  plan 
pf  liis  route,  to  haflen  to  the  Admiralty  Itlands. 
His  ardour  not  haying  been  crowmed  with  fuc- 
pefs,  he  recommenced  his  fearch  in  the  order 
preferibed  by  his  infiru6Hons,  and  completely 

f 

fulhiled  them  ail,  by  exploring,  as  far  as  was  in 
his  power,  thofe  coafts,  iüands,  &c.  mentioned 
by  La  Peroufe  in  his  latt  letter,  without  being 
able  to  obtain  the  fmalleft  information,  or  any 
thing  like  a ground  for  a probable  conjetSlure, 
concerning  the  fate  of  a man,  whofe  fkill,  per- 
' feverance,  fortitude,  and  humanity,  have  juftly 
entitled  him  to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  thofe 
pavigators  of  whom  France  may  well  chcrifh  a 
T)roud  and  grateful  remembrance. 
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JL  HREE  years  having  elapfed^  and  no  tidings 
héen  received  of  the  two  fhips  the  Boujfole  and 
the  AJîroldbe^  under  the  command  of  La  Pé- 
rou se,  the  Society  of  Natural  Hiftory  of  Paris, 
towards  the  beginning  of  the  year  1791,  awak- 
ened the  attention  of  the  Conttituent  AfTembly 
re(pe6ling  the  fate  of  that  navigator  and  his  com- 
panions in  misfortune.  ^ 

The  hope  of  finding  at  leafl:  fome  wreck  of  an 
, expedition  undertaken  for  the  advancement  of 
the  fciences,  determined  the  Aflembly,  to  fend 
two  other  fhips  in  the  track  that  thefe  navigators 
were  to  have  followed  after  their  departure  from 
Botany  Bay.  Some  of  them  might  poffibly  have 
,e reaped  fhip wreck,  and  be  fequeftered  in  a defert 
^fland,  or  thrown  on  coafls  inhabited  by  fàvage 

nations  ; 
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Dations  ; perhaps  they  were  yet  living  in  thofc 
diliant  climates,  and  continually  cafting  their 
looks  towards  the  fea,  in  hopes  that  their  coun- 
try would  one  day  fend  them  the  affiftancc  which 
they  had  a right  to  expert. 

The  following  is  the  decree  that  was  patTed  on 
this  fubjedt,  on  tlie  9th  of  February  1791  : 

The  Natio'Dal  Afiembly,  having  heard  the 
renort  of  its  .United  Committees  of  A^ricuF 

X j o 

‘‘  ture;  of  Commerce,  and  of  the  Marine,  dc- 
crees. 

That  the  King  be  requefled  to  give  orders 
“ to  all  ambafiadors,  rcfidents,  confuls,  and 
airents  of  the  French  nation,  at  the  courts  of 
the  different  powers,  that  they,  do,  in  the 
name  of  humanity,  and  of  the  arts  and 
fciences,  engage  the  refpeâive  fovereigns  at 
whofe  courts  they  refidc,  to  charge  all  navi- 
gators  and  agents  whatfoever,  who  are  fubjeâ 
to  their  control,  in  whatever  part  of  the  globe 
“ they  may  be,  but  efpecially  in  the  fouthern 
parts  of  the  South  Sea,  to  make  every  inquiry 
in  their  power  after  the  two  French  frigates 
“ the  BquJJoU  and  the  JJlrohbey  under  the  com- 

maud 
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" niand  of  M.  de  la  Pérouse,  as  well  as  after 
their  crews,  and  endeavour  to  obtain  every 

information  that  may  afcertain  their  exifience 

/ 

or  their  fuipwreck  ; to  the  end,  that,  in  cafe 
M.  de  la  Péroufe  and  his  companions  fhould 
be  found  or  heard  of,  no  matter  in  what  place, 
all  poffible  affiftance  may  be  rendered  them, 
and  means  proeured  them  for  returning  to 
their  country,  as  well  as  for  enabling  them  to 
bring  away  every  thing  that  may  be  in  their 
pofiefTion  ; the  National  Affembly  engaging 
to  indemnify,  and  even  to  reward,  according 
to  the  importance  of  the  lervice,  whoever 
fnall  afford  affiftance  to  tliefe  navigators,  oh- 
tain  any  information  concerning  them,  or  only 
procure  for  France  the  reflitution  of  whatever 
papers  and  effects  may  belong  or  have  be- 
longed  to  the  expedition  in  which  they  were 
engaged. 

That  the  King  be  requefted  to  diredl  that 
there  be  equipped  one  or  more  ffiips,  on 
board  of  which  may  be  embarked  fome  men 
of  fcience,  naturalifts,  and  draughtfmen;  and 
that  the  commanders  employed  on  the  expe- 

dition 


t 


XXX  INTRODUCtlDlT. 

dition  be  charged  with  the  double  mifficiil  of 
fearching  after  M.  de  la  Peroufe,  agreeably  tô 
the  documents,  inflru61ions,  and  orders  that 
may  be  given  them,  and>  at  the  fame  time,  of 
making  inquiries  relative  to  the  fciences  and 
to  commerce,  taking  every  meafure,  independ- 
ently  of  the*fearch  after  M.  de  la  Péroufe,  of 
even  after  having  met  with  him  or  procured' 
intelligence  of  him,  to  render  this  expedition 
ufeful  tO' navigation,  to  commerce,  and  to  the 
arts  and  fciences.” 

Compared  with  the  original,  by  iis  the 
Prefident  and  Secretaries  of  the  Na* 
tional  Affembly.  At  Paris,  this  24th 
of  February  1791. 

(Signed) 


Duport,  Prefident. 
Liore', 


Boussion 


} 


Secretaries^ 


From  my  carliefl;  youth  I had  applied  myfelf 
to  the  ftudy  of  natural  hiflory:  convinced  that  it 
is  in  the  great  book  of  Nature  that  her  produc- 
tions fhould  be  ftudied,  and  a juft  idea  formed 

of 
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of  hcr  phenomena,  no  fooner  had  I finlfhed  my 
medical  education,  than  I made  a journey  to 
England.  This  journey  was  foon  followed  by 
another  to  the  Alps,  where  the  foil  affords  a pro- 
digious variety  of  fpecimens,  owing  to  the  dif- 
ference of  the  temperature  of  thofe  lofty  moun- 
tains. 

I afterwards  vifited  part  of  Afia  Minor,  where  ^ 
I rdided  two  years,  in  order  to  difeover  there  the 
plants,  of.  which  the  Greek  and  Arabic  phy- 
ficians  have  left  us  very  imperfe6l  deferiptions  : 
^of  thefe  1 had  the  fatisfa6Hon  of  bringing  home 
fome  very  fine  colle£tions. 

I had  not  been  long  returned  from  thefe  lafi: 
travels,  when  the  National  Affembly  gave  orders 
for  the  equipment  of  two  fhips,  for  the  purpofe 
of  endeavouring  to  fave  at  leatl  a part  of  the 
wreck  of  the  expedition  commanded  by  La 
- Peroufe. 

It  was  an  honour  to  be  of  the  number  of  thofe 
who  were  to  make  every  poffible  fearch  in  order 
to  reft  ore  to  their  country  men  to  whom  the 
owed  fo  much. 

In  other  refpeâs  thi^  voyage  held  out  many 

temptations 
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temptations  to  a natural! ft.  New  countries  wefe 
to  enrich  our  knowledge  vvith  new  produdions^ 
which  could  not  fall  to  contribute  to  the  ad- 
vancement of  the  arts  and  tcienccs. 

My  fondnefs  for  travelling  had  till  noiv  beeii 
continually  increaftn^,  and  three  months  failinir 
in  the  Mediterranean  when  I went  to  Alia  Mi- 
nor, had  ferved  me  as  a trial  for  a long  voyage; 
Accordingly  I eagerly  embraced  this  opportunity 
of  going  to  viftt  the  South»  Seas, 

If  the  gratification  of  this  paffion  for  ftudy  is 

« 

dearly  purchafed,  the  variegated  produdions  of 
a new  country  amply  counterbalance  all  the 
hardfliips  infeparablc  from  long  voyages. 

I was  chofen  by  the  government  to  embark, 
as  a naturalift,  on  the  voyage  of  which  I anl 
now  goings:  to  ^Ivc  an  account. 

o o o 

My  journal,  which  was  kept  with  care  during 
the  voyage,  contained  a great  many  nautical  obfer- 
valions  ; yet  it  is  incumbent  on  me  to  declare,' 
that  this  part  would  have  been  very  incomplete^ 
but  for  the  regular  days  works  furnifned  me  by 
Citizen  Legrand,  one  of  the  heft  officers  belonging 
to  the  expedition^ 

I feiz  d 
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1 fei5C  this  opportunity  to  exprefs  my  gratitude 

to  that  ikilful  feaman,  whofe  lofs  we  have  td  de- 
* 

plore  in  the  prefent  war. 

When  I quitted  Batavia  td  repair  to  the  Ifle 
of  France,  Citizen  Piron,  draughtfmah  of  the.' 
expedition,  begged  me  to  accept  duplicates  of 
the  drawings  of  the  dreffes  and  of  the  viev»^s 
which  he  had  taken  in  the  courfe  of  the  voyage. 

I will  venture  to  fay,  that  thefe  drawings  are  a 

flriking  reprefentation  of  the  originals. 

1 

I have  endeavoured  to  relate,  in  the  mod: 

. exadl  manner,  the  faâs  of  which  I was  an  eye- 
wit  nefs  during  this  fatiguing  voyage,  through 
Teas  flrewn  with  thoals,  and  in  the  midft  of  £t- 
vages,  againfl  whom  it  was  necetTaty  for  us  to  be 
conflantly  on  our  guard. 

Admiral  D’Entrecatleaux  was  appointed  to  the 
command  of  the  expedition;  This  officer  ap- 
plied to  government  for  two  ftore-ffiips  of  about 
five  hundred  tons  burden  ; they  were  llieathed 
with  wood,  and  their  bottom  was  then  filled 
with  nails.  The  Admiral  was  indifferent  at 
their  lofing  in  point  of  fpeed,  in  hopes  of 
giving  an  additional  degree  of  folidity  to  their 
VOL.  I.  c con- 
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coiiftrucTtion  ; it  is  however  admitted,  that  vefiels 
fheatlicd  witli  copper  and  copper-fattened,  may 
be  built  fully  as  flrong,  and  that  they  have,  be- 
tides, the  advantage  in  tailing.  Thefe^tvvo  fhips 
received  names  analogous  to  the  object  of  the  un- 
dertaking. That  in  which  Admiral  D’Entrccaf- 
teaux  embarked  was  called  La  Recherche^  and  the 
other,  commanded  by  Captain  Huon  Kermadec, 
was  named  L Efpé ranee. 

f 

The  Recherche  had  on  board  one  hundred 

and  thirteen  men  at  the  time  of  her  departure  ; 

the  Efpcrance  had  only,  one  hundred  and  fix  : 

the  following  are  their  names, 

' 1 . < 


ON  BOARD  OF  THE  RECHERCHE. 


Coffimijjtonrd  Officers, 
Biuni  D’Entrecafteaux,  Cojn- 
mander  of  the  Expedition. 
Daulibeau,  Lieutenant, 
RolTel,  ditto. 

Crétin,  ditto, 

Saint-Aignaii,  ditto* 

Singler  Deweile,  Sousdicute- 
nant, 

I 

Willaumez  the  elder,  En- 
feigne, 

Longuerue,  Midffiipman, 
Achard  Bonvouloir,  ditto. 

Dll  me  rite,  Foluntcer, 


j Renard,  Surgeon, 

Hiacinthe  Boideliot,  Surgeon^s 
Mate* 

Bertrand,  Afronomer, 
Labillardierc,  Naturali/!* 

■ Defehamps,  ditto, 

Louis  Ventenat,  Naturaîijî 
doing  the  duty  of  Chaplain, 
Beautems  Beaupré,  Geogra- 
phical Engineer, 

! Piron,  Er aught fman, 

' Lahaie,  Gardener, 

Warrant 
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WarranîT'  Officers, 

% ^ 

Goulvain,  Boatpwaht, 

Jofeph  Gourbel,  Boatffwain' s 
firjl  Mate, 

Olivier  Chaouen,  Boatffwairi  s 
Maie, 

Thomas  le  Gai,  ditto. 

Michel  Calvez,  !^arter- 
majîer, 

François  Chevanton,  ditto. 
Jean  jVIaiie  Tanguy,  ditto, 
François  Gourneuf,  ditto. 

Gunners  and  Marines. 

Jacques  Devers,  Gunner. 
Nicolas  ^<i.^QV\^Gunner^ sMate. 
Jean-Baptifte  Ferbus,  Majier 
at  Arms, 

Jeati-Baptirte  Croife,  Serjeant. 
Laurent  Jacor,  Corporal. 
Michel  Ferry,  ditto. 

Benoit  Dupont,  Marine. 
'Silveftre  Bourdenet,  ditto. 
Laurent  Hichon,  ditto. 
Jean-Louis  Ferron,  ditto, 
Louis  Delchamps,  ditto, 
Jean-Baptifle  Guy,  ditto, 
Simon  Bonnot,  ditto. 

Antoine  Tournois,  ditto. 
Edme-Come  Dauviflat,  ditto, 
Piei  1 e- Auguftin  Avignon, 
ditto, 

Denys  Leduc,  ditto, 
Louis-iMarie  Ingouf,  ditto. 


Carpenters. 

Louis  Gargan,  Carpenter. 
Antoine  Chaffener,  Carpenters 
Mate. 

Olivier  T roadec,  ditto^  crenv. 
Caulkers. 

Allain  Livmec,  Caulker, 

Jean  Ropars,  AJJiJlant. 

/ 

Sailmakers, 

François  Saliot,  Sailmaker. 
Jean  Jofeph  Laftenee,  SaiU 
maker"* s Mate, 

Pilots,  ' 

Jofeph  Raoul,  Firfl  Pilot, 

Pierre-Cuillaunie  Gicquelj 

♦ 

Second  Pilots  made  P-nf eigne 
the  6th  February  1793. 
Ange  Raoul,  'AJJiJlant  Pilot,  ' 

’ A,  'mourer, 

Jean  François  Hardy. 

••  I 

Smith. 

Jean-Marie  Marhadour* 

Sailors, 

Jean  Morvan. 

Pier-e  Legagneur# 

Jean  Louis. 

Jofeph  Seguin, 

François  Feuregard, 


c a 
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Louis  Leblanc. 
Thomas-Jofeph  Perrés. 
Mathurin  Leon. 
xS.mfon  Philipe. 

Pierre-Louis  Nicole. 
Jean-Jacques  Moulin. 
Loiiis-Bartheiemy  Daulioules. 
Antoine-Pierre  Lebugle. 
François  Lebert. 

Jean-Marie  Lebeven. 
Corentin  Jezequel. 
Guillaume  Lecail. 

François  Grezel. 

François  Huon. 

Antoine  Kleveau. 

I 

Pierre-Antoine  Lelard. 

Jol'eph  Willemin. 
JoiCph-Marie  Gallo. 

François -Louis  Lahot. 
lacques  NouveL 
Pierre  PIchot. 

Jean-Marie  Guiquiou. 
Jofeph-Marie  Trocnié. 
Thomas  Roujeux. 

Jean  Legal, 

Yves  Legallou. 
Mathurin-Pierre  Dupont. 
Vincent  Heniy. 

Renc-Jofeph  Maurice. 
Jacques-François  Dubos. 
Pieri  e-Gafpar  Saint-André. 


Kovices, 

Fabien  Crepin. 
François-Germain  Marie  For- 
reftier. 

Vincent-Rolan  Marjeat. 


Boys* 

Gabriel  Abalen, 

Guillaume  Uflbn. 
Jacques-Henri  Lambert. 
Charles-F  rançois-Hypolite 
Deflacs. 

Purfer^  and  People  in  his  De- 
partment, 

Louis  Girardin,  Purfer* 

I Jean  Leroy,  Cooper, 

François  Lebrun,  Ship's  Cook. 
Jean  Hervé,  Butcher, 
Pierre-François  Rippert, 
Baker, 


Servants, 

Villencuve- 

■ Bénard. 

Pierre  BrouiTé. 
Jofepb  Jourdain. 
Jofeph  Jure. 

— Redée. 

Louis  Ferran, 

Jean  Martineau. 


The  Britifh  navy  not  affording  any  rank  correfponding  to  that 
of  Sous -lieutenant ^ or  of  Enfei^ne^  thofe  titles  ape  nccefTarily 

çreferved,  T. 
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ON  BOARD  OF  THE  ESPERANCE. 


CominîJJîoned  Officers, 

Huon  Kerniadec,  Captain* 

T robiant,  Lieutenant, 
LafTeny,  ditto, 

Lagrandière,  ditto, 

Xufançay,  ditto, 

Lamotte  Duportail,  Sous- 
lieutenant, 

Legrand,  Enfeigne, 

Laignel,  ditto, 

Jurien,  Volunteer, 

Boyne,  Mldjhipman, 

Jouannet,  Surgeon, 

GaufFre,  Surgeon^s  Mate, 

Pierfon,  AJironomer^  doing 
the  duty  of  Chaplain, 

Riche,  Naturalijl, 

Blavier,  ditto, 

Jouvency,  Geographical  En 
gineer, 

^^ly,  Draught/ man. 

Warrant  Officers, 

Tonnere,  Boatfwain, 
Manach,  Boatpwain*s  jirjl 
Mate, 

Dubois,  Boatpwain^s  Mate, 
Guivarch,  ditto, 

Pelonet,  ^arter-majier, 
Défert,  ditto, 

Bethany,  ditto. 

Pond,  ditto, 

c 


Gunners  and  Marines, 

Guyard,  Gunner. 

Aubin,  Gunned s Mate, 
Sullerot,  Affijlant, 

Zeler,  Serjeant, 

Coulaux,  ditto, 

Guilloux,  Corporal, 

Valentin,  ditto, 

Antoine,  Marine, 

Couillez,  ditto, 

Schmit,  ditto, 

Guy,  ditto, 

Fort,  ditto, 

Boucher,  ditto. 

Mercier,  ditto. 

Carpenters, 

Jouanot,  Carpenter. 

Ralond,  Carpenter* s Mate, 

Caulkers, 

Bizien,  Caulker, 

Sanfcœur,  Affifant, 

Sailmakers, 

Stephany,  Sailmaker, 

LegueJ,  Sailmaker* s Mate, 

Pilots, 

Rault,  Firjl  Pilot, 

Lucas,  Second  Pilot, 
Ledanfeur,  Affijlant  Pilot, 
Heurtant,  Coajîing  P Hot, 

3 Armourers, 
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Armourers^ 

Maitiii  Henry, 
Filtz. 

Smiths 

Grégoire  Annet, 
Sailors* 

Guerin, 

Lacroix. 

Caron. 

J.  Legoflf. 

Riou. 

Hubert. 

Kos. 

Cadiou. 

Kanguiader. 

Lepen. 

Elaife. 

Lcfebre. 

Diverts. 

LapanoufCi 

Savin. 

Villemer, 

t 

Forget. 

Bellec. 

Alerdy.  ' 

Mahot.  ' 

Briant. 

Laverge. 

Defienne. 

1 

Kouas. 

Bourée. 

S.  I t^goiL 
Dubofc. 
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Ladronx, 

Be  Icon, 

Nueaux. 

Leprat.  ^ 

Gigou féaux.  ^ 

Lecoips. 

Jacob. 

Soufles.  , ' ■ 

Toullec. 

Sojs^ 

Guyinar.  . , ^ 

Alexandre  André. 

Pihan. 

J.  Legoflf. 

François  André, 

Purfer^  and  People  in  his  De» 
partment, 

f Icuriau,  Pnrfer. 

/ 

Coutray,  Cooper, 

Leroy,  Ship's  Cook* 

Adam. 

Peigné,  Baker, 


'1 

'J 


Servants, 


Sirit. 
Probafly. 
Jofle. 
Creno. 
Duvillers. 
Haim. 
Serpoy. 
Legal. 


li 
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It  is  painful  to  add,  that  out  of  two  hundred 
and  nineteen  perfons,  there  had  already  died 

.eighty-nine,  previous  to  my  arriv^al  at  the  Ifle  of 

« 

France;  but  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  we  had 
loti  very  few  people  In  the  courte  of  the  voyage, 
and  that  this  frightful  mortality  was  owing  folely 
to  our  long  flay  in  the  Ifland  of  Java. 
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Paleaceous  or  chalfy  brunia 

8,4 

Bub  071  galbatium 

- 

l.ovage-leav.cd  bubon 
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Hare’s  ear 

426 

Buxus 

,«% 

Box  - • • 

370 

vor.,  Î. 

d Cacalia 

1 


INDEX  TO  THE  NATURAL  HISTORY. 


c. 

r 

V- 


Linnaean  or  other  fcientific  Name.  Engli/h  or  other  common  Name. 


« 

' « 

Vol,  Page* 

C A C A L I A kleinia 

- 

Oleander-leaved  cacalia  ^ 
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Common  or  true  dolphin  i.  459 

Bread  Dermejies  - i.  122 

Surinam  opoflum  - 338 

Dilatris  , . - - 441 

Wandering  àlbatrofs  56,  116 

Wing*-fta!kéd  diofeoréa  - icri 

African  fp.iraa  - - 92 

Diplarrena  ' • - . - 169 

Moraa  diplarrena  ( See 

Plate  XV,)  - 169 

Great-flowered  dif^t  . - - 94 

Tuberous-rooted  dolickos 

ii,'2i8,  222,  241 
Doris  - - - i.  43 

Flying  lizard  or  dragon  328 

Dragon-tree  199,  220,  255 

Dracophyllum  - " ii.  219 

Verticillate  dracophyllum 

(See  Plate  XL,)  - 219 

Sun-dew  - • ^ 

Bifurcated  fun-dew  - i.  153 

^ I*,  j 

EcHENEie 
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EnglHh  or  other  common  Name# 


Echeneis  remora 

Vol.  Page. 

- Suck-fiQi  - • i.  39 

Elceocarpus  monogynus 

- Monogynous  327 

Embothrium 

• Embothrium  - i.  157 — Ü.  4,  75 

Epacris 

- Epacris  - - i.  139,  186 

Ejiidendrum  r 

• Ejiidendrum  or  vanilla  - 252 

Erica 

- Heath  - “ ^53 

— halicacaha 

• Purple-ftalked  heath  - 93 

Ericce 

- Plants  of  the  family  of  the 

heaths  - i.  86 — ii.  20,  90 

Erigeron  - • 

- Er/§-^r<?z?orfmaller  fleabane  i*  148 

Erythrina  cm'allodendron 
Euge?iia  Malaccienjis 
Eucalyptus  - • 


Smooth-leaved  coral  tree  355 

^2\slcc?l  Eugenia  357 

Eucalyptus  i.  139,  142,  163,  T74 


cies)*. 


des) 


glokduf  (n^w 


refinifera 


Euphorbia  ' ^ 

■■■  Canayienjis 


cornuta  {ntw  fpe-  Hornsd  eucalyptus  {See'F late  XX. J 

V ^ 453»  434 
Globular  mçalyptu^  (See  Plate 

XIJL)  Î.  164,  174^11.  12,47 

Red  gum  tr^ 

1.139,142,146,  i63-~ii.7,  58,75 
Spurge  - . 379 

Canary  leaHefs  euphorbia 

or  fpurge  - - 12 

European  tree-fpurge  12 

Exocarpos  - - 167 

Cyprus-like  exocarjios 
(See Plate k 167 — ii.  72 
Expanded  exocar pos  - ii.  72 

Flyjng-filh  - I 40 


dendroides 


Exorcarpos  (new  genus) 
cuprejjiformis 

* — ' ■-  expanfa 

Exoccetus  ‘voUtans 


Fag  ARA  euodia  r , 1- 
Ealco'/erpentariu^ 


R; 

Sweet-fcented  fagaya  ii.  47 

Secretary  or  melTenger  i.  84 

^ 3 Fafciola 
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Fafciola  , - 

m 

A genus  of  worms  - Î.  51 

Feftuca  • 

It 

Fefeue  grafs  r - ii.  1 1 

Ficoides 

mt 

Fig-marygold  - '44 

Fucus  . - 

m 

Fucus  or  fea-weed  - ^95 

— — natans 

m 

Floating  fea-weed  i.  455 — ii.  348 

— T’ — palmatus 

- 

Palmated  fea-weed  or  dulfe 

i.  137,  146,  179— ii.  7,  49 

Jyrlferus 

- 

Pear-bearing 

. } * * 

^ i.  66,  1 1 5 — ;i.  3 1 

; * 

G. 

Gadus 

. 

Cod  , - r i.  128 

Garcinia  mangojiana 

m 

Mangoftan  or  mangofleen  3 79 

Gajîerojieus  duBor 

- 

’Pilot-fifli  T -■  45 

Geranium  r t 

- 

Crane’s  bill  - - ii.  7 

• (a  new  fpecies  of) 

- 

Crane’s  bill  - ' - ii 

• t 

Gethyllis  fpiralis 

- 

Spiral  gethyllis  i.  92 

Glycine  (a  new  fpecies  of) 

- 

Kidney- bean  tree  * - - 188 

Cortcria  ciliaris 

• 

Ciliate  gorteria  - 83 

Gojfypium  religiofum 

• 

Spotted-bark  cotton-tree  ii.  148 

Guet  tar  da 

. • • 

Guettarda  - - i.  236 

Guilandina  moringa 

«• 

Smooth  bonduc  or  nickar  tree 
• > ii.  3^4 

Gyrinocarjius  * 

-> 

Gyrinocarjius  * “^*3^5 

\ 

TT  " 

XX.  . ^ 

H Æ M A N t'h  u s coccineus 

- . 

Scarlet  hæmanthus^  or 

* 

blood-flower  - 86 

Hatmatites  - ' • 

m 

Blood-ftone  • - 19 

Hecfyfanwt  unibellatum 

- . 

U mbellate  hedy/arum  or 
French  honeyfuckle  - 366 

Helianthus  tuherofus 

m 

T u berous-rooted  fu  n- 

flower,  or  Jerufalem 

• 

artichoke  - • ' ii.  22Î 

Hel itérés 
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Linnaean  or  other  fcientific  Name. 

Heliâieres  « 

Het  itîera  - * 

Hcrmas  depaupei'ata 
Hernmdia  (a  new  fpecies  of) 
— ' " - ovig^ra 

Hibifcus  tiUaceus 

Hirundo  rufiica 
Helens  forghum  f 

Hypericum  • ^ 

Hypoxis 


JaC  ANA 

yatrojtha  curcas 
Inocarpus  eduUi 
Iris 
Irides 

y uncus  acutus 
JuJJieua 
— — tentlla 
yujiicia  variegata 


Englilh  or  other  common  Name. 

Vol.  Page. 

Screw-tree  ^ ii.  ,^3P 

Heritier  a - i.  252,  ^46 

Poor  Hermas  - "3^ 

Hernandia  - - 256 

Egg-fruited  Hernandia  ^ ii.  135 
Lime-tree- leaved  hibifcus 

loi,  203,  217,  243,  324 
Comjnon  fwallow  i. 

Indian  millet  - ii.  328 

St.  John’s  wort  - - 13 

Hyp-oxts  - - 22/5  243 

I. 

Parra  ox  jacana^  a bird  ii.  332 
Angular-leaved  phyfic-nut  i.  564 
^ Efculent  inocarpus  - 153 

/r/j- or  flower-de-luce  169,  170 
Plants  of  the  iris  family  169,  441 
Prickly  large  fca  rufli  - 179 

ytijffieua  - - 327 

Tender  jujjieua  - 327 

Variegated-le'aved  yuJU'cia  370 


La  BRUS  cy prim  id  es 


marinus 


lacerta  Amboinenjis 
Icarus  fufeus 
JLaurus  cuUlaban 

f ' ' \ 

— — — Indica 

La'ufonia  inermis 

! * 

teptofpermum 


.4 


L. 

Cyprinaceous  labrus  - 449 

Black-mantled  gull  - 41 

Ainboynap  lizard  i.  344 — ii.  105 
Herring  gull  - - i.  427 

Culiiaban  bay  i.  348 — ii.  293 
'Indian  laurel  - - i.  17 

Henné  or  Egyptian  privet 


> Leptofpermum 

^ 4 


I.  312,  370 
i.  425—ii.  6 

Iliuodoi  U7ti 


Iv‘i 
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Limodorutn  ~ • ' 


lai-tchi 

hitophytû 

Lobelia 


Loti 


Englifh  or  other  common  Nariae. 
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- ' f ‘LtmoHorum  or 'h2St\it\\éboYe^  * 

i.  89 — ii.  231 

new  fpecles  of  - Lhnodorum.  ^ - - j,  18^ 

- - Lr-tchi 

- •-  Litophytes 

^ - Lobelia  or  cardmal  • ' 

flower  - i.  97,  426-r-ii.  19 
• " Plants  of  Ûït'lotus  family  • 

' i-  153.  447-^ii'-2’» 

M.  . 


' T 


v:/  ' - 379 

- '“2^3,  457 


M ADREPORÆ  - - Madrepores 

i.  250.  336,  413,  417 — ii.  1^2 
Mazeutoxeron  (new  genus)  - Mazeutoxercn  - ii.  5 

" rejiexum  - Reflex  mazeutoxeron  (See 

. , , P 'ate  XIX.)  , V , - ii.'“‘éç 

■ - rufum  (new  Red  muzeutoxeron-  (See 


fpccics) 

M.eduJO;  caravella 
velella 


• • *f  » ^ 

c - ' 


Melaleuca 


latifoUa 


Melajioma 
Mel  ijja  fruti  cofa 
Melodinus  fcandem 


Plaie  Xni)  - - , , .8 

- • Oblong  variegated  niediifa 

i-  39?  33B 

- * Blue^fail  medufa  . . 54 

Melaleuca  - - . . 186 

- Broad -leaved  meldleuca  ' 

• I 

^ ^ ^ ii.  2 T9,  230,  238,  309 

American  goofeberry  - i,  3j[8 
*'7  Shrubby  ban Im  '•  ‘ "9 

Ç\\rnhm^  melodmus  ' - n.  147 


Meje{nhyxa7ithenmm  edule  -^“  Eatable  rig-mangold  |i.  97~ii.  ^4 


Merops 
Champaca  Michelia 
MimoJa__ 

Mimufops  elengi 
Mariée^  ' • 


Wattled  bee- eater  , - --  i.  if^ 

- Champaca  Michelia  '312 

'Mimoja  ■ 

t * • . ‘^NvV 

1.  149,  152,  139—11.  2-5,  29 

- Mimvfojis  elengi  - - ii.  394 

--  Mora  a ^ - */i.  169,  *170 

Morinda 
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jWot  inda  citrifolia 

> 

•m 

Broad-leaved  morinda 

ii.  155 

Motacilla  - 

- 

Wagtail 

i.  144 

— ^anthe 

Wheat -ear  '-v.  - 

4t 

'^lurraya  exotica 

m - 

A fll- leaved  Mur  ray  a 

370 

J^IujcR  earn  aria 

«• 

Flefh-flv  * - 

175 

^MuJJlenda  frondofa 

- 

•Ffonrlofe  MuJJknda  ' - 

ii.  161 

J[±ujcicapa  " • 

- 

Fly-catcher  i.  445 — 

•ii.  233 

J\lyriotheca  * • 

- 

Myriotheca 

ii.  240 

JSrIyrtus 

- 

Myrtle  r 

i.  137 

hflyrti  ' 

• - 

Plants  of  the  myi'ius  family 

- 

; » 

i.  13^ 

1— ii.  7 

Myrijiica  mas 

m 

i 

Nutmeg  tree  - - 

vr 

i?  256 

f 

r 

Naucljsa  Orientalis 

m 

JN.  • 

Oriental  nauclea 

324 

l^autilus. 

m 

Nautilus 

* 253 

l^elumho  j ' - - 

r 

{^ee-Nymph^iea  nelumbo) 

ii.  33a 

Ne^helium  îappaceum  ' 

• f 

m 

Ptwrrnephelium 

i*  379 

liderita  ' - - - ’ 

Nerits  or  fea-fnails 

161 

^Jdipa  - - . 

m 

The.Malay  name  for  palm 

'343 

^y^hanthes  fambac 

' m 

Arabian  jafmine 

•31a 

l^ymphaa\  nelumbo 

m ' 

•Peltated  water-lily 

iL  2.32 

f » L ^ 

r V 

- - 

0. 

- r . .. 

r r 

<♦  ^ 

4 

Or  chides  ?• .. 

' » \ 

« 

V ^ ' 

' Orchifes  - i.  100,  i;54 

p. 

Pan  AX  Jruticofum 

r 

T 

Shr^hhy  panax  6r  ginfing 

. 330 

Pancratium  Amloinenfe 

« 

« m 

Broad-leaved  pancratium 

dr  fea  daffodil 


T'andanu;^ 


\ 
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Pandanus  : r,  w 

. m 

Screw -pine  --  • 

* » ♦ 

i.  252— ii.  279, -291,  305 

odoratijjîmus 

m 

Sweet*fcented  pandanus  - . - . . 

^ . 'p  t 

r 

orferew-pine  i.  333 — ii.  roi 

^Papllio  agamemnon  ' 

- 

Agamemnon  papilio  i.  330 

,Parus  ater  - 

- 

Titmoufe  ' 87 

.Parra  Sincr^s. 

% . 

Chin^fc  iacana  ii.  332 

. Pajijkra 

« 

Paflion-flower  - - - , . 232 

■ Pedicular  is  y 
\ 

■ - 

Louie- wort  - ;ii  152 

Perea  .,j  Ai 

- 

■ Perch  • • ’449 

— ^ guttata 

w 

Spotted  perch'  , - ii.  120 

' Per iploca  angujiifolia'  t 

Narrow  -leaved  periploca  ,v  - . . 

or  Virginian  filk  i.  '12 

Pelicanus  aquilis 

« 

Man-of-war  bird  - 50 

— varias 

« 

Variegated  pelican  - 223 

' Phalena 

- 

Moth  - ' 199 

* Phallus 

« 

Morel  * - - -‘'A  136 

^Philadelphus  • > 

■ Syringa  i.  139—11.  73 

''Phoea  monachus  - 

V 

Hooded  feal*  i:*  16 1 — ii.  21 

• - ■ — pujilla  - 1 

«• 

Little  feal  - - i.  66,  423 

' Phormium  tenax  . - " 

- 

New  Zealand  flax-plant  ii.  82, '•Sô 

^ Piper  enhebe  - .t 

Cubebe  peppor  • - i.  239 

c ....  Jiriboa  - - 

< - Siriboa  pepper  • Î.  2 8 3 , 3 7 3 

Pinna  rudis 

- 

Rough  pinna  - i*  335 

Pitjia  ftratiotes 

. ' Water  aloe  *.  ü*  344 

'Plant ago  tricufpidata 

• V 

Triciifpid  plantain  - 10 

''  Pomciana  pulcheirtma  ' " 

‘ . 

Faif  poinciana,br  double-*  — - - ‘ 

fpiked  Barbadoes  flow. 

er-fence  - - - i.  9 

. folygala  ■ • . 

- 

Milk-wort  - J.  92,  97,  132 

Poly  podium  .. 

Polypody -V  , - i.  176 

dichotomum  . 

1 

Dichotomous  polypody  130 

Virginia  polypody  - i*  ; 14 

2 

Polyp  or  ii 

/ 
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Tolyparii 

m 

The  name  given  to  the  re- 

treats  of  the  Polypi  i. 

230 

Polypi 

- 

Polypes  - 229, 

235 

Portulaca  quadrifida 

- 

Quadrifid  purflain  - ii. 

302 

Pathos  - 

m ' 

Pathos 

331 

Po%%olana 

.•«  “ 

Pozzolana  - - i.  19, 20 

Prenanthes  plnnata 

- 

Pinnate  wild  lettuce 

26 

Procellaria  Capenjis 

- 

Pintado  or  white  and 

s 

« 

* 

black  petrel 

209 

.. ..  — pelagka 

Stormy  petrel 

'4z 

• puffinenjis 

Shear- water 

107 

Procris  • « ■*  - 

- . 

Procris 

2 59 

Portlajidia  grandifiora 

- 

Great-flowered  Portlandia  ii. 

310 

Protea 

m 

Protea  or  filver-tree 

i.  90 — ii.  7, 

245 

•Î argentea 

- ■ 

Silvery  Cape  protea  - i. 

ss 

■ Jiorida 

‘ ' « 

Florid  protea  ’ , - 

102 

mellifera 

- 

Melliferous  protea 

loa 

y ■ ■ palle?is 

- 

Pale  protea 

ih* 

f err  aria 

m 

Saw  protea  - - 

ii* 

fpeciofa  / 

- 

Beautiful • - . 

ii* 

Ptelea  (a  new  fpecies  of) 

- 

Shrub  trefoil  - - ^ 

197 

1 

1 

* 

Common  fern 

203 

Pyrite  " 

» 

Pyrites 

161 

PJïttacus  Alexandri 

- 

Alexandrine  or  ring  par- 

rakeet  - ii. 

* aterrimus 

* 

Black  cockatoo 

304 

— crijlatns 

- 

Great  white-crefted 

- 

• 

cockatoo 

«■■■■■—  '■  ■ JMohccenJis  « 

\ 

Red-crefted  cockatoo  1. 

44Î 

■*  ■'  ■ 

R.' 

JIaia  pajtinaca 

, ^ V 

Stingray  - ii.  256, 

271 

fiallus  PhiUppenJls, 

* 

.Tikiin  or  Philippine  rail 

ÏO4 

Pejlh 
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* 

Rejito  (a  new  fpedes  of)  * - 

Jîmplex 

Riche  a (new  oeniis) 

- p-lauca  ■ 

o 

Ricinis  communis 
Rofa  folis  - 

Rumex  , 

Rut^  • - 


S A cc  H A R u M fpontaneum 

Tenertffce 

Saguerus 

Saponaria 


Sceevcla  loheVu» 
Scar  us  - 
Schefflerti  repent 
Schijlus 
Scleria  * 

— — grandis 


/I 


Sciurus  -Jtalmarum 
Scohpendra 
Scolopendra  moiifitans 
^corpana  * - 

digitata  ^ 
Sepia  loligo 
Simia  inmts 
• fylvctmts 


Engliih  or  other  common  Name, 

* Vol.  Page, 

ReJîÎQ  -■  i.  177 

Simple  refiid  . ' gg 

Richea  ‘ 200 

Glaucous  Richea  (Set 
P'late  XFL)  , 200 

Common  Raima  Chrijii  ii.  327 
Sim-rofe  * - - "155 

Doclc  - . • . 426 

Rue  - - ii.  7 


'S.  . _ , , , ■ 

- 'Wild  fugar^eane  -i.  247~ii.  roi 

- .TeneriflTe  Sugar- cane ' •-  i.  - g 
-•  -Sago-palm.  i.  324 — ii.  3:08 

- Plants  of  the  faponaria  fa» 

; mily  . - « - i.  379 

- Lobelia  Sceevoia  - '346 

a genus  of  fifties  iL  142 

- ■ Creeping  Schefflcra  - i,  132 

•<  Slate  . » » 326 

- Scleria  » ^44»  ^57 

- fcleria  - i'57 

» • Palm  Squirrel  » - ii.  316 

» Centipede  - - i.  260 

- Great  fcolopendra  or  centipede  ih» 

- 5'ror7>^e«Æ,  a Species  of  nfli  ii.  253 

Digitated  » 253 

r A"Speciesjof  cuttle-fifli  » ^220 

- Barbary  ape  - - i.  103 


- Pigm*y.  ape  • ii.  3?5 

Solanum  (anew  Species  of)  - ^Solanwn  or  night-ftiadç  - i.  255 
Soulamea  - - Soulamea  IR'  -‘"■''*■324 

• •*  f-  -•  ^ ' 

Spaitium  fupernulium  '•  Suprahmium\sXQOXXi  ’^^■--"-"’''22 

Sfibiifex/quarrojia'  ' - Ragged  44 1 

I I Sjiondioi' 


f 
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Spondias  cytherea 
Spmgîa  cancellata 
Squalus  carcharias 

>—  ■ — ctnereus 
Stceh  gnaphaloides 
Sus  habyrujjd 


• Cytheran  plum  * i*  104 

- Latticed  fpunge  - ii.  10 

- Common  or  white  fliark 

i.  42,  132,  296,  429 

• Gray  fliark  - - 13a 

Q-  Gnaphalium-like fiœhe  - 86 

• Indian  hog  • - 3^* 


T. 


T A c c A pinnatifida 
Tantalus  calvus 

X 

TeHona  grandis  • • 
Terebinthi 

Terehînthacæce 
Teucrium  betonicum 
Thermes 
Thejîum 

Jiriâîum 

Thymî 

Thymelcece 

Tricomanes  Canarienje 
Tripela  - • 

Tfctampaca 
Turbo  fcalaris 


Pînnatifid  tacca  * - iî.  lOi 

Bald  curlew  - - i.  84 

Teak-wood,  or  Indian  oak  236 
Plants  of  the  Terebinthus 

genus  ÎÎ.  47 

Terebinanceous  plants  1.  167 
Betony  germander  - 28 

I 

Thermes  - 3 

Bafe  fluellin  - - 168 

Upright  bafe  fluellin  - 88 

Plants  of  the  family  ii.  28 

- i.  426 

Canary  maiden-hair  fern  13 

Tripela  - - ii.  19 

Tfciampaca  - - i.  312 

Screw -fhell  • 351 


c H I u M f rut ef cens 
Kefpertilio  • 

Ternatanus 


...  ■ 1=  • . 


vampyrus 


•A 


" V' 


u. 

Shrubby  t^echium 
Bat  . 

- ' Xü  c.  > 

Tern  ate  bat 
Vampire  or  fpeclre^ 


• 28 

- ii.  256 

^ ih. 


L 258 — ii.  132,  193 
XJntbelatas 


I 
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Umhellatie  - - ' Unibelled  plants,  the 

. - . ^ , ; ' tw€nty-fecond  order  in  .. 

Linnæus’s  Fragments  i.  88  , 
XJtricülarïa  - - Bladder-wort  ' - ii.  21 

IJvaria  - • - Grapo-vvort  i.  312,  330 
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Line 

29  For  fpartium  fupranuhium  read  fpartiunt  fupranuîtu^, 
25  For  faüies  read  fword-belts. 

25  Foi  JiliarU  read  c'lliarh. 

17  For  cr'icæ  read  erica. 

26  For  umbtll  t read  umbellata. 

2 For  free-ftone  read  fand-ftone. 

21  F&r  orchis  orchifes. 

22  Far  free-ftone  read  land-ftone. 

28  Fot  free-ftone  read  fand-ftone. 

28  For  orchis  read  orchifes 

1 5 For  free-ftone  read  fand-ftone. 

18  For  maleleuca  read  melaUuca. 

26  For  free-ftone  read  fand-ftone. 

24  For  bettl-root  read  betel. 

1 4 For  weigh  read  way. 

28  Dele  the  after  jafmine.  ^ 

1 1 and  1 4 For  Jujfiaa  read  Jujfeua. 

2 Fox  pana  fruticofum  xtdià.  panax  frûticefà. 

21  For  odoratiffima  read  odoratijjimui. 

3 For  Ambo^ans  ^ead  Amboynarrs. 

5 Fox  tinea  blatta. 

7 For  tinea  read  blatla. 

4 For  aptenodyta  read  aptenodytes. 

4 For  then  read  now* 
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CHAPTER  i. 

w " 1 ' 

• V 

departure  froin  Èrejl, — Arrival  at  Santa  Cruz,  in 
the  ijland  of  Teneriffe^ — Journey  to  the  Peak,~ 
A failor  who  was  jufi  drowned  is  ref  ored  to 
life.— Some  daring  thieves  Jteal  his  clothes.’-^ 
Two  naturalifs  feized  with  a fpittmg  of  blood,, 
'which  prevents  them  from  afcending  to  the  fum* 
iiiit  of  the  Peak. — Englijh  Jhips  hi  the  road  of 
Santa  Cruz. — Différent  refaits  of  ohfervations 
made  for  afcertaining  the  variation  of  the  mag^ 
T.etic  needle.^ — A new  volcano  fo  the  fouth-weft  of 
the  Peak.  • 

The  equipment  of  the  two  lliips  deflinéd  for 
the  voyage  which  we  were  going  to  undertake, 
was  in  a very  forward  ftate  towards  the  end  of 
VOL.  I.  B the 
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the  month  of  Auguft  1791,  when  Commodore 
D’Entrecafteaux  gave  us  notice  to  repair  to 
Brefl.  I had  the  pleafure  of  performing  this 
journey  with  three  '^perfons  belonging  to  the 
fame  expedition^  Citizens  Riche,  Beaupré,  and 
Pierfon. 

« 

We  arrived  at  Breft  on  the  loth  of  Septem- 
ber. The  fineft  fhips  of  France,  fuch  as  the 
Majefiueux,  the  Etats  de  Bourgogne,  the  Amé- 
rique, See.  were  then  in  the  harbour. 

While  the  aftronomers  were  oecupied  by  ob- 
fervations  for  afcertaining  the  rate  of  going  of 
the  w'atchcs  and  time-keepers,  the  naturalifts 
hadened  to  complete  the  articles  neceffary  for 
the  prefervation  of  the  colleélions  which  they 
purpofed  making  in  the  new  countries  that  they 
were  going  to  vilit. 

As  it  was  my  intention  to  devote  myfelf  par- 
ticularly to  the  obfervation  of  vegetables,  I had 
occafioii  for  a quantity  of  paper,  aqd  I wiflied 
to  meet  with  fome  of  a very  large  lizc.  I had 
coniiderable  difficulty  in  procuring  twenty^two 
reams,  becaufe  almofi  all  that  remained  in  flore 
had  recently  been  iffiied  for  the  fcrvicc  of  the 
artillery. 

Part  of  the  time  that  I had  at  my  difpofal 
was  employed  in  viliting  the  botanical  garden,  ’ 
which  is  kept  in  high  order.  In  the  fame  place 
tiicre  is  a fmall  cabinet  of  natural  hiflory/  in 

whicli 
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winch  I remarked  feveral  anatomical  prepara- 
tions that  had  been  prefented  by  Citizen  Jouanct, 
furgeon  of  the  Efperance. 

The  fhips  companies  were  muhered  in  the  har- 
bour on  the  2iJ[l  of  September. 

On  the  2^thy  our  fhips  went  into  the  road, 
where  there  were  then  not  any  foreign  yeffels, 
nor  many  French. 

We  were  deeply  laden.  Indeed  our  draught 
of  water  was,  at  the  time  of  our  departure,  four 
meters  fortv-fix  eentimeters  and  a half,  or  thir- 
teen  feet  nine  inches,  abaft,  and  four  meters 
feventeen  centimeters,  or  twelve  feet  fix  inches, 
foi' ward 

There  were  on  board  the  Recherche  ; 

6 Eight  pounders. 

2 Thirty -fix  pound  carronades. 

6 Swivels  of  a demi-kilograni. 

Ï2  Swivels  of  a double  heilogramw 

45  Mufkets. 

35  Piftols. 

50  Sabres. 

30  Pole-axes. 

10  Mufketoons. 


* On  due  contideration,  the  tranllator  has  thought  pro- 
" per  to  retain  the  new  French  weights  and  meafures,  a table  of 
which  will  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  fécond  volume.  The 
only  exception  that  he  has  made  to  this  rule  is  refpefting  the 
depth  of  water,  which  is  exprefled  in  fathoms. 
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^ The  Efperance  had  nearly  'the  fame  means  of 
defence  5 and  thefe  were  flifficient  for  protc61ing 
us  againfl  any  cnterprife  on  the  part  of  the 
jfavages.  ‘ ' 

The  two  fhips  were  provided  with  a great 
quantity  of  articles  deftined  to  be  diflributcd 
among  the  natives  of  the  Soutli  Sea.  Iron  tools, 
fluffs  of  different  colours,  and  particularly  of 
Ted,  formed 'the  chief  of  our  flock  of  articles 
.for  traffic. 

Each  of  our  fhips  carried  eighteen  months  pro- 
viflons.  "We  were  ready  to  fail,  and  were  waiting 
only  for  a fair  wind,  when  a tolerably  frefh 
breeze  from  the  ea Award  permitted  us  to  get 
under  way,  about  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
on  the  28th  of  September.  No  fooner  had  we 
got  clear  of  the  road,  than  it  was  difeovered 
that  two  failors  and  a boy,  who  were  extremely 
deflrous  of  making  this  voyage,  and  much  vexed 
at  not  being  included  in  the  number  of  the 
fiiips  companies,  had  concealed  themfelves  on 
board.  As  we  had  fcarccly  the  room  necelfary. 
for  thofe  who  were  deflined  for  the  voyage,  the 
Commodore  flood  into  the  road  of  Bertheaume, 
whence  he  ordered  thefe  tlirce  unexpected  in- 
truders to  be  put  on  fhore. 

The  Efperance,  having  continued  her  courfe; 
had  got  far  ahead  of  us  ; but  we  jdined  her 

again 
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ajjaln  before  night,  for  we  failed  much  better 
than  fhe  did. 

We  took  our  departure  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 

evening,  being  then  in  the  latitude  of  48®  13' 

north,  and  in  the  longitude  of  7^  15'  wefi  ; 

Ufhant  bearing  north  2®  weft;  the  Bee  de  la 

Chèvre  fouth-eafi  4°  eafi:  ; and  the  Bee  du'  Raz 

fouth  2°  eafi.  We  were  then  at  the  diftance  of  a 
* 

myriameter  from  Point  Matthieu.  The  courfe 
ordered  to  be  fieered  was  wefi -north- wefi  : 
afterwards,  about  midnight,  the  fliip  was  kept 
wefi. 

On  the  29th,  Commodore  D’Entrccafteaux 
learnt,  by  difpatches,  which  he  was  not  to  open 
till  he  was  at  fea,  that  Captain  Huon  Kermadec, 
commander  of  the  Efpérance,  was  made  Pofi, 
^nd.that  he  hirafelf  was  raifed  to  the  rank  of 
rear-admiral.  This  news  was  infiantly  commu- 
nicated through  the  fpeakingr trumpet  to  the  Ef- 
pérance. 

Our  enfigns  were  immediately  boified  with, 
the  difiindive  emblem  of  the  rank  which  had 
jufi  been  conferred  on  the  Commodore. 

Another  difeovery  was  made  of  two  ma- 
rines, and  a boy,  who  were  not  included  in  the 
lifi  of  the  fiiip’s  company.  Thefe  had  till  now 
kept  themfelves  carefully  concealed.  It  was  no 
longer  poffiblc  to  fend  them  on  fhore,  becaufe 
we  were  at  too  great  a di fiance  from  the  land  ; 

B accordintrlv 
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accordingly  the  Adrniral  allowed  them  to  make 
the  voyage.  * , 

As  I had  already  been  a few  voyages,  I ima- 
gined, that  I had  acquired  a fufficîent  habit 
of  a fea  life,  to  be  no  longer  incommoded  by  the 
motion  of  the  fhip  ; but  this  habit  had  long  been 
loll:  ; and  indeed  I was  fea-lick,  during  the  firll 
three  days  after  our  leaving  Brett.  I had  fe- 
veral  times  ■ occafion  to  remark  in  the  courfe 
of  the  voyage  which  I have  recently  made,  that 
it  was  necelTary  for  me  to  remain  only  a little 
while  on  fhore,  to  lofe  the  habit  of  the  fea  ; fa 
that  whenever  we  failed  again,  even  after  a very 
fliort  ftay  in  port,  I vyas  for  two  or  three  days 
almofi:  as  much  ii;difpofed  as  on  my  departure 
from  Breft.  Seamen,  in  this  cafe,  recommend 
eating,  notwithflanding  the  difgùfl;  occalioned 
by  the  naufea  peculiar  to  this  kind  of  afredlion. 
It  is  not  eafy  to  coincide  in  that  opinion  ; for, 
befides  a great  difficulty  of  deglutition,  the  lodg- 
ment of  aliments  in  the  ftomach  increafes  the 
naufea;  it  is  an  additional  evil,  when  a perfon  is 
obliged  to  bring  them  up  again. 

Diluting  drinks,  taken  in  a fmall  quantity 
at  a time,  in  order  to  affifl  the  contraélile  powers 
of  the  ftomach,  afforded  me  confiant  relief; 
lukewarm  water,  flightly  fweetened,  was  the 
drink  of  \yhich  1 then  generally  made  ufe,  be- 

caufe 
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caufe  ît  is  that  which  is  rnoft  calily  procured  in 
a ihip. 

There  were  on  board,  however,  feveral  per- 
fons  who, ^although  they  had  never  before  been 
at  fea,  experienced  no  efFedl  from  the  motion 
of  the  fliip.  Such  a conftitution  is  very  defirable 
when  a man  undertakes  long  voyages;  for  it  is 
difficult  to  exprefs  the  unpleafant  feelings  occa- 
honed  by  lliis  fpafmodic  affedllon,  which,  ex- 
tending to  every  part  of  the  body,  throws  a perfoa 
into  fnch  a hate  of- languor,  that  he  hangs  to 
life,  only  bccaufe  he  has  a feeble  profpedl  of  a 
period  to  his  fuffierings. 

From  our  departure,  till  the  5th  of  Odlober, 
the  winds  were  faint  and  variable,  between  the 
well:  and  the  north  ; tliey  blew  afterwards  pretty 
freffi,  varying  from  north-eafi;  to  north,  till  our 
arrival  at  Teneriffe.  We  were  not  free,  from 
uneatinefs  refpedting  this  increafe  of  the  wind; 
for,  in  our  fituation,  it  miîrlit  become  fatal  to  us. 
Incumbered  in  every  part,  with  a lading  far  too 
confiderable  for  the  fliip’s  bearings,  we  might 
overfet  in  a heavy  fea,  the  howage  being  very  in- 
completely arranged.  It  was  in  tHis  ftate  of  dif- 
order  that  we  had  hiilcd,  although  the  National 
AlTembly  had,  near  eight  months  before,  decreed 
that  the  voyage  fhould  take  place. 

On  the  I itii  of  Odober,  'about  fifty-five  mi- 
nutes after  ten  o'clock,  there  was  an  cclipfe  of 
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the  moon.  It  is  very  difficult  to  make,  at  fea,^ 
fuch  an  obfervatiori  of  it  as  can  be  relied  on: 
Citizen  Willaumez,  however,  deduced  from  his, 
59'  45''  of  wcfi:  longitude.  ; > 

The  Elpérance  made  the  lignai  for  laiid  .oi> 
the  12th,  about  eight  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

At  noon,  we  reckoned  ourfelves  fourteen 
myriameters  from  the  Peak  of  TenerifFe,  which 
was  fcen  to  the  fouth-eafi  by  fouth,  majefUcally 
rearing  its  head  above  the  clouds. 

On  the  approach  of  night,  we  were  at  the 
difiance  of  only  two  myriameters  from  the  north- 
eafi  point  of  the  ifiand.  We  kept  fianding  off 
and  on  under  our  topfails,  waiting  for  daylight. 
As  foon  as  it  began  to  appear,  we  approached 
the  coaft,  which  we  ranged  along  at  thp  difiance 
of  a kilometer. 

* » 

We  call:  anchor  about  half  pafi  nine  o’clock 
in  the  morning  on  the  13th,  in  the  road  of 
Santa  Cruz,  in  ten  fathoms  water,  over  a bot- 
tom of  black  muddy  fand. 

Citizen  Fonfpertuis,  the  French  Conful,  im- 
mediately came  on  board,  and  offered  the  Ad- 
miral to  do  every  thing  that  he  could,  towards 
fupplying  the  wants  of  our  two  fhips. 

I went  on  fliore  in  the  afternoon,  in  order  to 
view  the  environs  of  the  town.  Although  the 
feafon  was  already  advanced,  the  reverberation 
of  the  rays  of  the  fun,  by  the  volcanic  ft  ones,  oc- 

cafioned 
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<>afîoned  a heat  fo  much  the  more  îneonvenienî, 

the  dead  calm  left  them  their  fall  power. 

I remarked  among  the  plants  which  grow  ia 
the  environs  of  Santa' Cruz,  a woody  melifia, 

known  to  botanhls  under  the  name  of  melifja 

» 

fruticofa,  the  faccliarum  Tenerijfæ^  the  cacal'hi 
kleinia,  the  datura  vietel^  the  ch:yfatithemum  fruc- 
tweens  y See. 

The  beautiful  tree  known  by  the  name 
of  the  fair  poinciana  (foinemna  pidcher rima),  con- 
ilituted  the  ornament  of  fome  of  the  gardens. 

This  fame  evening.  Citizen  Ely,  ft  ruck  by  the 
odd  garb  of  fome  women  belonging  to  the 
town,  who,  at  the  time  even  of  the  greatetl  heat, 
wear  a fort  of  very  thick  woollen  cloak,  was 
employed  in  taking  a fketch  of  them,  when  a 
fentry  came  and  interrupted  him,  thinking  that . 
he  was  taking  a plan  of  the  road.  It  was  to  no 
purpofe  that  he  fhewed  him  that  he  was  only- 
copying  a drefs  ; the  foldier  would  not  let  him 
finifh  his  drawin^c. 

We  had  brought  up  too  near  a fmall  vefTeU 
for  this  reafon,  we  in  the  afternoon  carried  out 
an  anchor  towards  the  fhore,  by  means  of  which 
wc  kept  at  a proper  dihance  from  her. 

' Our  bearings,  taken  from  tins  point,  were  as 
follow: 

TJie  redoubt  to  the  north  of  the  town,  iiortli- 
eafl  by  eafl,  4®  cad,  and  the  great  tower  fituated 

about 


ÎO  VOYAGE  ÎN  SEARCH 

about  the  middle  of  the  town,  weft-foulli^ 
weft. 

On  the  14th,  at  fnnrife,  each  of  the  forts  re^ 
turned  with  nine  guns,  the  falute  which  we  had 
given  them  with  the  like  number.  We  had 
fired  a faiute  of  fifteen  for  the  citadel,  which 
returned  it  gun  for  gun,  about  noon. 

A packet,  arriving  from  Spain,  came  and  an- 
• chored  in  the  road.  ' • 

W e had  formed  the  projedt  of  undertaking, 
the  very  next  day,  a journey  to  the  Peak,  and 
of  vifiting  lucccfiively  the  high  mountains  of  the 
ifiand.  The  French  Conful  was  anxious  to 
afi'ord  us  all  the  affiftance  in  his  power,  and  he 
gave  us  a letter  of  recommendation  for  M.  de 
Cologant,  a relpcitable  merchant  refiding  at 
Grot  a va.  ✓ 

On  the  1 3th,  about  four  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
we  repaired  to  the  Mole,  to  the  number  of  eight; 
namely,  Develle,  one  of  the  officers  of  our  fhip; 
Piron,  Defehamps,  Lahaye,  three  fervants,  and 
mylclf  : one  of  the  fervants  was  fuificiently  ac- 
qainted  with  the  Spanifli  language  to  a6l  as  our 
interpreter.  We  found  on  the  landing-place,  by 
the  fea-fide,  fome  of  the  mules  which  were  def- 
lined  for  us;  but  upwards  of  an  hour  clapfed 
before  we  were  able  to  begin  our  journey  ; for 
it  was  no  eafy  matter  to  aflemble  fome  of  the 

I ' 

guides,  who,  knowing  very  well  that  we  ihould 

not 


OF  LA  PEFxOüSE, 


H 


not  fet  off  without  them,  were  in  no  fear  oi 
making  us  wait.  As  foon  as  they  were  arrived,  ' 
we  thought  we  might  move  forward  ; but  they 
chofe  to  hold  a long  converfation  among  them- 
felves,  before  they  would  take  charge  of  the 
few  articles  for  which  we  had  occafipn  in  thii 
journey. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  our 
fhipmates  had  furnifhed  us  with  provifions,  as 
if  we  were  going  to  travel  in  fome  favage  coun- 
try. Rotrel,  who  was  caterer  of  the  gun  room 
mets,  had  given  orders  to  the  cook  to  make  us 
• an  excellent  falmon  fâté.  1 fhould  not  have 
noticed  the  circumflance,  did  it  not  form  a lin- 
gular contraft  with  the  worm-eaten  bifcuit  and 
cheefe,  with  which  we  were  regaled  in  molt  of 
the  other  ports  we  touchecî  at  in  the  fequel. 

M.  de  Cologant,  apprifed  by  the  French  Con- 

ful  of  the  objedl  of  our  journey,  invited  us  tq 

flop  at  his  iioufe  at  the  harbour  of  Orotava. 

This  town,  which  is  only  three  myriameters  and 

a half  from  Santa  Cruz,  is  one  of  the  belt 
» 

places  to  halt  at  in  going  to  the  Peak  ; for  it  is 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  which  are  neareft 
to  it. 

We  were  three  hours  in  travelling  to  Lagouna. 
This  town  is  only  a myriameter  from  Santa 
Cruz  ; but  the  road  to  it  is  very  fatiguing,  for 
it  is  moflly  up  hill.  The  boufes  are  ill  built, 

and 
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^nd^vcry  thinly  inhabited.  The  convents  here 
are  extremely  numerous.  We  were  informed 
that  the  monks  compofed  at  leaft  one  half  of  the 
popiilatioii. 

In  our  way  to  Lagouna  we  had  juft  croffed 
arid  mountains,  covered  with  a few  fucculent 
plants,  among  which  we  had  remarked  the 
Canary  leaflefs  c\x^\\o^\2i  ( eiiphorlna  Canarimfis)^ 
the  euphorbia  cUndroides^  the  cacalia  kJehiia,  and 
the  fpecies  of  Indian  fig  to  which  botanifis 
have  given  the  name  of  cadlus  opuntia.  Thefo' 
vegetables,  which  live  almolt  entirely  at  the  ex- 
pen  fe  of  the  atmofphere,  thrive  very  well  on 
the  ftcrility  of  thofe  ftcep  declivities.  Having 
reached  the  Imall  plain  in  which  the  town  is» 
built,  w^e  had  the  pleafure  to  fee  that  it  was  not 
gratuitoufty  that  the  vegetable  mould  of  the  fur- 
rounding mountains  had  been  wafhed  away  by 
the  rains,  ftncç  it  had  come  and  fertilized  this» 
little  corner  of  land,  in  which  is  produced  a 
great  deal  of  wheat,  maize,  millet,  See, 

I gathered  a fpecies  of  peripJoca,  wlfich  I had 
already  brought  from  my  voyage  up  the  Levant. 

I liavc  publiflied  an  account  of  it  in  my  fécond 
Decade  of  the  Plants  of  Syria,  under  the  name 
of  pertploca  angufiàfolia.  Citizen  Desfontaines 
had  alfo  brought  the  fame  fpecies  from  the  coaft  . 
of  Barbary. 
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All  the  fiones  which  we  had  hitherto  met 
with  had  undcr«;one  the  aélion  of  tire.  As  thefe 
mountains  of  middling  elevation,  are  cornpofed 
of  <rreat  matTes.  which,  at  the  time  of  their  fii- 
lion,  mud  have  long  preterved  an  extraordinary- 
degree  of  heat,  I naturally  expeéicd  to  find  the 
.lava  very  compact.  Indeed  it  is  to  ; its  grain 
is  very  fine,  and  its  mofl  ufual  colour  is  a 
dark  brown. 

In  the  midd  of  thefe  volcanic  fragments  we 
experienced  great  heat,  which  incommoded  our 
guides  much  more  than  us  ; accordingly  ^they 
employed  every  means  of  perfuafion  to  induce 
us  to  halt  during  the  whole  day,  in  order  to 
travel  only  by  night.  They  probably  imagined 
that  we  had  no  other  intention  than  to  fee  the 
fummit  of  the  Peak.  Such  a plan  of  travelling 
would  not  have  difpleafed  feveral  of  our  party  ; 
but  it  was  not  difficult  to  make  them  fenfible 
that  this  nodurnal  vifit  could  not  fuit  naturalids. 

The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  are  from  their 
birth  overwhelmed  by  religious  prejudices.  Chil- 
dren came  out  of  their  houfes  to  ad:  us  if  we 
were  of  their  religion  : we  contented  ourfelves 
with  pitying  thefe  unfortunate  beings,  over 
whom  fanaticifm  and  monadic  intolerance  exer- 
citc,  with  fo  much  power,  their  dangerous  fway. 

The  pretty  fern,  known  by  the  name  of  t/i- 
comancs  Canarienfe^(Ao^.ç,%  mod  of  the  walls  which 
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fervc  as  a ‘fence  to  the  gardens  that  we  met  vvitli 
beyond  Lagouna. 

On  approaching  the  harbour  of  Orotava,  wc 
defcended  by  gentle  declivities;  it  was  no  longer 
ihofe  barren  mountains  of  the  environs  of  Santa 
Cruz,  whofe  fucculent  plants  announce  fterility, 
l3ut  charming  hillocks,  covered  with  vines,  which 
form  the  principal  wealth  of  the  ifland. 

The  fhrub  known  by  the  name  of  iofea yerva^ 
mora  was  growing  in  the  bottoms. 

It  was  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  when  w6 
arrived  at  Orotava,  where  M.  de  Cologant  re- 
ceived us  in  the  heft  manner. 

Two  fhips,  the  one  Dutch  and  the  other  Eng- 
llfli,  were  then  lying  in  the  road, ’for  the  put- 
pofe  of  taking  in  a cargo  of  wine.  The  landing- 
place  here  is  ftill  more  inconvenient  than  that 
at  Santa  Cruz;  and,  indeed,‘this  roadflead  is 
lets  frequented. 

The  cellar  of  M.  de  Cologant  naturally  ex- 
cited our  curiofity;  for  this  rich  merchant  carries 
on  a very  exterifive  trade  in  the  wines  of  the 
iflandi  ' 

Among  the  different  qualities  of  wines  which 
it  produces,  there  are  two  very  diflincTt  forts  ; 
namely,  the  dry  wine,  and  that  which  is  called 
malmfey:  in  the  making  of  the  latter  particular 
care  is  .taken  to  concentrate  ftrongly  the  faccha- 
riue  part  of  the  grape. 

A pipe 
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A pipe  of  the  beft  wine  then  coft  <l  hundred 
and  twenty  piaftres  ; tiiat  ot  the  moft  inferior 
quality  coft  lixty.  It  is  proper  to  obferve,  that 
1 am  not  fpeaking  of  the  price  at  which  it  is  fold 
to  foreigners  ; for  the  fame  wine  of  ftxty  piaftres 
is  had  for  ftx  and  thirty  by  the  inhabitants  oi  the 
iftand. 

When  the  fermentation  of  thefe  wines  is  well 
advanced,  it  is  cuftomary  to  mix  with  them  a 
great  deal  of  brandy,  in  order  to  make  them  keep. 
Indeed  they  are  very  heady  ; many  perfuns  cannot 
drink  them>  even  in  a fmall  quantity?  without 
feeling  their  nerves  afredted-  by  the  difagreeable 
fenfation  which  this  mixture  occaftons. 

We  were  aflured  that  the  ifland  commonly  fur-- 
nifties  thirty  thoufand  pipes  of  wine  a year. 

As  it  does  not  grow  corn  fufficient  for  the 
confumption  pf  the  inhabitants,  part  of  the  pro- 
duce of  the  wines,  which  are  fold  in  foreign 
countries  for  Madeira,  from  which  they  in  other 
refpe6l,s  differ  very  little,  is  employed  in  the  pur- 
chafe  of  that  article  of  the  firft  neceffity. 

The  olive-tree,  which  thrives  very  well  in  this 
ifland,  is  however  little  propagated.  The  papaw- 
tree,  and  the  date* tree,  which  are  cultivated  in 
fome  of  the  gardens,  are  conftdered  only  as  ob- 
jets of  curiofity. 

Before  left  Santa  Cruz,  we  had  been  told 
that  the  top  of  the  Peak  was  covered  with  fnow. 

2 I would 
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1 would’  not  bring  a barometer  ; but  we  learnt  at 
Orotava  that  we  h^td  been  milinformed,  when  it 
ivas  no  longer  in  my  power  to  procure  this  mean 
of  obfervatton 

W e were  to  fet  out  early  the  next  rhdrning  ori 
biir  jouriley  towards  the  Peak.  .But  it  was  a fef- 
tival,  and  our  guides  would  not  have  ftirred 
tvdthoLit  having  been  to  mafs  ; tome  of  them  had 
heard  three  ; as  for  us^  we  were  waiting  with 
the  moil  lively  impatience;  when  our  uneafinefs 
increafed,  on  learning  that  it  was  a very  particu- 
lar favour  for  them  to  think  of  travelling  on  fo 
folcniii  a day.  However,  they  were  ready  to  de- 
part about  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning. 

As  dbon  as  we  had  got  out  of  the. town,  wo 
afeended  by  roads  often  very  ftecp,  whence  we 
perceived  enormous  heaps  of  mountains  piled 
one  upon  another,  and  riling  in  the  form  of  arl 
amphitheatre,  as  far  as  the  bafe  of  the  Peak.  Their 
brovrs  now  and  then  afforded  üs  fpots  tolerably 
level,  w’hich  ferved  us  as  fo  many  relling-.places^ 
where,  after  having  afçended  by  very  deep  paths; 

*It  appears  by  Peroufe’s  voyage,  that  at  the  time  of  his 
anchoring  in  the  road  of  Santa  Cruz,  Lamanon  having  carried 
the  barometer  to  the  top  of  the  Peak  of  Tenerlffe,-  the  mercury 
had  l'alîëii  to  i8  inches  4 lines,  the  thermometer  then  {landing 
at  above  o ; while  at  Santa  Cruz  the  mercury  in  the  ba- 
rometer was  at  the  fame  inflant  at  28  inches  3 lines,  the  thermo- 
meter indicating  at  the  fame  place  24^®. 
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we  took  breath  for  a moment^  in  order  to  attack 
with  more  courage,  the  upper  mountains. 

Our  guides  were  aftonifhed  to  fee  fome  of  us 
perform  this  journey  on  foot,  contrary  to  the 
cutlom  of  moft  of  the  travellers  who  come  to 
vilit  the  Peak  ; fo  much  fo,  that  they  for  a long 
time  continued  to  entreat  us  to  mount  the  mules 
which  they  had  brought  for  our  accommodation. 

After  having  crofl'ed  fome  beautiful  planta- 
tions of  vines,  we  found  ourfelves  in  the  midfl: 
of  chefnut-trees,  which  grow  in  the  moft  ele- 

J 4^ 

vated  regions. 

In  the  ravines  I met  with  the  Virginia  polipo- 
dium  (polipodium  Virginicum)^  and  feveral  new 
fpecies  of  laurel  ; among  which  I remarked 
that  known  by  the  name  of  Indian  laurel 
(hums  Indica^  Linn.). 

Although  this  journey  was  not  to  be  pro- 
longed beyond  a few  days,  we  had,  very  pro- 
perly, ‘been  advifed  to  carry  feveral  pairs  of 
fiioes  ; for  the  beft  are  foon  worn  out  by  the  lava 
on  which  it  is  continually  requilite  to  walk. 

Jt  was  hardly  noon,  when  wc  had  reached  the 
clouds  that  ditFufed  a heavy  dew  on  the  fhrubs, 
in  the  midft  of  which  we  had  to  pafs. 

The  abundance  of  rain  with  which  the  na- 
tural difpofition  of  the  air  is  impregnated  on 
thefe  heights,  fhould  produce  a great  number  of 
fprings.  They  are,  however,  here  very  fcarce  ; 

VOL.  I,  . c for 
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for  the  earth  is  not  fufficiently  attenuated  -to 
retain  the  rain  water,  which  filtering  through 
thefe  volcanic  fubilances,  in  general  runs  and 
' ditcharges  itfelf  into  the  ocean,  without  having 
formed  any  rivulets  . 

As  foon  as  we  had  paffed  through  thefe  thick 
mifts,  we  enjoyed  the  finefl  fight  of  which  it  is 
poffible  to  form  an  idea*  The  clouds  that-  had 
been  juft  gathering  beneath  us,  mingled  them- 
felves  in  the  diftance  with  the  waters  of  the  feà, 
concealing  from  us  the  view  of  the  ifland’;  we 
beheld  the  cleareft  fky  ; the  Peak  appeared  then 
like  an  ifland,  the  bale  of  wliich  feemed  to 
be  immerged  in  a vafl  ocean. 

Scarcely  had  I got  out  of  the  clouds,  when  I 
faw  for  a moment  a phenomenon  which’  I had 
had  occafton  to  obferve  feverartimes  during  my 
ftay  on  the  high  mountains  of  Kefrouan,  in  Afia 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  when  high  mountains  are  ftrongîy 
heated  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  they  become  a fort  of  focus,  above 
which  rifes  the  furrounding  air,  on  account  of  the  dilatation 
which  it  experiences  therefrom  ; whence  refults  the  abundance 
of  the  more  diftant  air,  which,  coming  to  replace  that  which  rifes, 
brings  with  it  the  clouds  it  is  charged  with,  as  I have  had  an  op- 
portunity of  remarking  very  freq\iently  on  .Mount  Libaniis, 
where  this  phenomenon  never  failed  to  happen  about  five  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  in  the  heat  of  the  month  of  Auguft,  when  too 
violent  an  agitation  of  the  atmbfphere  did  not  counteraél  this 
natural  bias.  This  is  perhaps  the  foie  caufe  of  the  apparent  at- 
ti'adion  of  thé  clouds  byjnountains*.  . . ; ^ , 
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Minor.  It  was  with  frefh  furprife  that  I per- 
ceived all  the  contours  of  my  body  traced  in  the 
beautiful  colours  of  the  rainbow,  on  fome 
clouds  that  were  below  me^  on  the  fide  oppofite 
to  the  fun. 

The  folar  rays,  which  are  diffblved  in  paffing 
on  the  furface  of  bodies,  give  a very  juft  expla- 
nation of  this  brilliant  phenomenon.  It  repre- 
fents,  on  a large  fcale,  the  experiment  known  to 
natural  philofophers,  by  which  the  rays  that  are 
juft  made  to  pafs  on  the  furface  of  an  opaque 
body,  fituated  at  the  opening  of  a window,  re- 
prefent  all  the  contours  of  that  body  in  the  co- 
lours of  the  rainbow,  after  having  been  concen- 
trated in  the  middle  of  a lens,  in  order  to  be 
afterwards  received  on  a piece  of  white  paper. 

We  had  juft  pafied  over  prodigious  heaps  of 
pumice-ftones,  among  which  we  remarked  few 
vegetables,  and  thefe  were  very  weak.  Some 
brooms  were  the  only  fhrubs  that  profpered  at 
fuch  an  elevation. 

We  walked  with  confiderable  difficulty  over 
thefe  volcanic  fragments,  for  we  funk  into  them 
half  way  up  the  leg. 

Some  blocks  of  pozzolana  were  here  Ipread  at 
a pretty  great  diftance  from  each  other. 

It  was  nine  o^clock  in  the  evening,  when  we 
took  up  our  quarters  for  the  night  in  the  midft 
of  the  lava,  fome  large  fragments  of  which  were 
‘ - c a the 
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the  only  flielter  we  had  agalatl  the  ea’üerîy  wind 
that  was  then  blowing  pretty  tlrorig.  The  cold 
was  very  intenfe  at  this  height,  where  nature  hàs 
not  confiii ted  the  wants  of  travellers,  for  wood  is 
here  very  icarce  ; indeed,  the  little  fire  that  it  was 
jîoffible  for  us  to  make,  did  not  prevent  us  from 
'paffing  a very  bad  night. 

At  length  the  day  began  to  appear. 

then  left  fome  of  our  guides  with  -tlieir 
'■mules  in  the  place  where  we  had  juft  fpentiKe 
night,  and  took  tlie  road  to ’the  Peak^  the  fum- 
‘rriit  of  which  we  were  foon  to  reach. 

Wc  continued  walking  for  ah  hour  over  ebn- 
fidcrable  heaps  of  fragments  of  grayifti  " lava, 
among  which  we  faw  fcattered  here  and  there, 
blocks  of  fo^zolam^  and  large  mafles  of  a very 
compadl  blackifh  glafs,  which  is  extremely  like 
bottle-glafs.  Although  made  in  the  immenfe 
crucibles  of  thefe  mountains,  at  the  time  of  their 
combuflion,  this  glafs  would  not  on  thataccount 
be  the  Icfs  fit  to  become  ufeful  in  the  arts,^fince, 
being  completely  formed  by  nature,  it  would  re- 
quire only  the  procefs  of  fire  necefiary  for  melt- 
ing it,  in  order  to  be  qualified  for  receiving  from 
the  hand  of  man  every  form  ^ of  which  it  is  fuf- 
ceptible. 

The  cavern,  on  the  brinks  of  which  wc  ar- 
Tived,  is  called  La  queve  del  ana.  It  is  a full  - " 

meter  and  a half  wide  at  its  mouth;  itS“depth 
- ' is 


OF  LA  PEUOîTSE» 


}s  upwards  of  two  meters  in  an  almoil  perpendi- 
cular direction,  we  could  get  to  the  bottom 
of  it>  only  by  defcending  by  means  of  a rope. 
We  here  found  fome  water,  the  furface  of 
which,  as  we  naturally  expefled  at  this  eleva- 
tion, was  covered  with  ice  near  half  a decimeter 
in  thicknefs.  It  was  immediately  broken,  and 

V 

we  quenched  our  thirft  with  very  good  water.  î 
did  not  experience  from  it  any  unpleafant  fenfa- 
tion  in  my  throat,  as  I had  fo  frequently  remarked 
in  the  French  Alps,  in  fatisfying  my  drought 
with  water  which  iflaes  from  the  foot  of  the  Gla- 
ciers, although  the  coldnefs  of  the  water  of  this 
cavern  was  a degree  below  that  which  is  com- 
monly indicated  by  the  water  of  the  Glaciers;  for 
the  thermometer  that  I dipped  into  it,  fell  to  the 
freezing  point.  It  Ihould  feem,  then,  that  it  is  to 
the  privation  of  atmofpheric  air  that  is  owing  the 
difagreeable  irritation  which  the  water  taken  up 
at  the  foot  of  the  Glaciers,  occafions  in  the  infide 
of  the  throat. 

The  inlide  of  this  grotto  was  lined  with  flakes 
of  nitre. 

Piron  had  been  unwell  for  feveral  days  ; he 
felt  himfelf  too 'much  fatigued  to  go  farther; 
Defehamps  chofe  not  to  proceed  beyond  the 
cavern,  while  we  continued  to  afeend  towards 
the  fummit  of  the  Peak. 

Having  come  to  its  bate,  which  forms  the  cap 
of  tlie  highefl:  mountains,  we  faw  it  rife  in  the 
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form  of  a cone^  to  a prodigious  elevation.  Hence^ 
our  profpedl  foared  above  all  the  mountains, 
which  form  as  it  were  fo  many  flights  of  fleps 
that  we  had  been  obliged  to  afcend,  in  order  to 
arrive  at  this  fpot. 

The  place  called  La  Ramblette^  fltuated’  to- 
wards the  north  wefl,  oflered  to  our  curiofity 
a few  apertures  made  in  the  rock  ; fome  were  a 
decimeter  in  width;  others  were  Ample  clefts, 
whence  iflued  a watery  vapour,  without  fmell, 
although  their  brinks  were  covered  with  cryftals 
of  fulphur,  placed  on  a very  white  earth,  which 
had  every  appearance  of  clay. 

A mercurial  thermometer,  graduated  according 
to  Reaumur’s  fcale,  was  introduced  into  fome 
of  thefe  apertures,  where,  in  the  fpace  of  a mi- 
nute, it  indicated  43°  above  c.  In  fcveral  others, 
the  mercury  rofc  only  to  30°. 

We  were  now  arrived  at  the  place  the  moft 
difhcult  to  climb  up,  for  the  Peak  is  very  fleep. 
Having  reached  about  one  third  of  its  elevation, 
although  the  furface  of  the  ground  was  not 
heated  in  a greater  degree  than  is  commonly  ex- 
pericnced  at  fuch  a height,  I was  induced  to 
dig  a hole  about  a double  decimeter  in  depth, 
whence  immediatelylifued  a watery  and  inodorous 
fmell,  and  where  the  thermometer  when  intro-» 
duced  flood  at  51°  above  o. 

The  fparthim  fiipranuhkmi  was  the  lafl:  flirub 
that  Ï met  with  before  I arrived  at  the  foot  of  the 

cone  ; 
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cone;  but  there  is  an  herbaceous  plant,  which, 
iiotwithfrandlng  its  apparent  delicacy,  vegetates 
at  a ftill  p;rcatcr  elevation.  This  is  a violet  with 
leaves  rather  elongated,  and  llightly  toothed  at 
the  edges  : its  flower  was  already  faded  ; it 
grows  quite  clofe  to  the  fummit  of  the  Peak, 
where  we  foon  arrived.  The  vapours  of  the  at- 
mofphere  not  being  able  to  rife  at  this  height,  the 
iJzy  fliews  itfelf  in  all  its  brightnefs,  and  Ihines 
with  an  azure  more  brilliant  and  more  flrlking 
than  in  the  fineft  days  of  our  climates  ; a few 
clouds  fcattered  here  and  there,  far  below  our 
feet,  did  not  conceal  the  profpeit  of  the  neigh- 
bouring iflands. 

This  fummit  is  terminated  by  a brow,  the 
greatefl  elevation  of  which  is  towards  the  north- 
weft.  To  the  fouth-wefl  I remarked  a very  fen- 
Able  depreffion,  which  feems  to  have  been  pro  ' 
duced  by  the  finking  of  the  lands. 

Quite  clofe  to  its  point  are  fecn  feveral  aper- 
tures, at  mofl  a decimeter  in  width,  whence  iffucs 
a very  hot  vapour,  which  caufes  Reaumur's 
thermometer  to  rife  to  67^  above  o,  producing  a 
noife  fomewhat  fimilar  to  the  buzzing  of  bees. 
When,  in  the  advanced  feafon  of  the  year,  the 
fnow  whitens  the  fummit  of  the  Peak,  that 
w hich  falls  near  to  thefe  apertures  does  not  long 
withftand  fiich  a degree  of  heat.  Beautiful 
cryftals  of  lulphur,  moft  of  them  in  tlie  form  of 
needles,  among  which  I faw  forae  of  a regular 
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fhape,  adorn  the  brinks  of  thefe  tunnels.  The 
fulphuric  acid,  joined  to  the  water,  has  occafioned 
in  the  neighbouring  volcanic  productions  fuch 
an  alteration,  that  they  might  be  taken  for  very 
white  clay,  rendered  extremely  duCtile  by  the 
humidity  which  is  conftantly  iffuing  from  thefe 
apertures.  It  is  on  this  earth  that  are  found  ad- 
hering the  beautiful  cryftals  of  fulphur,  of  which 
I have  juft  fpoken. 

The  decompofttion  of  the  fulphur,  and  of  the 
volcanic  productions,  produces  here  an  alumi- 
nous fait,  like  extremely  fine  needles,  which 
covers  the  furface  oft  the  earth. 

The  thermometer  obferved  in  the  fhade  for  up-* 
wards  of  a quarter  of  an  hour,  on  the  fiimmit  of 
the  Peak,  at  a meter  from  the  ground,  rofe  to 
1 3®  above  o ; it  did  not  vary  perceptibly,  whe- 
ther it  was  placed  nearer  to  it,  or  farther  from  it, 
even  at  the  diftance  of  two  or  three  meters  : this 
induces  me  to  think  that  the  internal  heat  of  the 
earth,  although  very  great,  has  little  influence  on 
that  of  the  atmofpheric  air.  Beftdes,  the  atmo- 
fpheric  air  may  probably  receive  from  the  rays 
of  the  fun  15®  of  heal  at  this  elevation,  flncea 
greater  heat  is  frequently  felt  at  the  foot  of  our 
Glaciers.  The  thermometer  carried  to  Mount 
Libanus,  quite  clofe  to  the  fnow,  has  often  given 
me  20®  above  o. 

The  declivity  of  the  mountain  favoured  our 
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return,  and  we  went  down  much  quicker  than 
we  had  afrended. 

The  day  was  far  fpent,  when  we  repaired  to 
the  fpot  where  we  had  pafled  the  preceding  night." 
The  almoft  total  privation  of  the  fun,  occationed 
by  the  exceffive  cold  which  we  had  here  ex- 
perienced, had  deprived  us  of  the  with  of  making 
it  again  our  refling-place.  We  would  have 
liked  to  be  able  to  proceed  immediately,  in  order 
to  feek  a better  fhelter  on  fome  lefs  elevated 
mountain  : but  our  guides  not  choofing  to  ftir 
before  1?he  rife  of  the  moon,  we  were  obliged  to 
flay  here  till  near  midnight,  waiting  till  it  ap- 
peared on  the  horizon.  It  was  by  the  feeble  light 
of  this  planet,  that  we  defeended  over  the  pumice- 
Ilones,  by  a road  at  no  great  diflance  from  that 
which  we  had  travelled  in  climbing  up  thefe 
lofty  mountains. 

After  walking  for  four  hours,  the  fhrubs,  which 
grew  very  thick,  rendered  the  road  fo  difficult  to 
pafs  as  to  oblige  us  to  halt  till  -daylight.  We 
were  no  longer,  as  the  preceding  night,  in  that 
fpot  deflitute  of  wood;  and,  indeed,  we  made 
oiirfelves  ample  amends  by  a large  fire,  which 
was  immediately  kindled.  While  we  were 
warming  ourfelves,  very  much  at  our  eafe,  the 
converfation  turned  upon  what  remained  for  us 
to  do.  The  greater  part,  fatigued  by  this  labo- 
rious excurfion,  had  no  other  defire  than  to  pro- 
ceed 
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ceed  to  Santa  Cruz  by  the  ihortefl  road.  We 
had  however  agreed  at  Orotaya,  that  on  our 
return  we  fhould  fôllo.wthe  back  of  thefe  moun- 
tains. But  we  had  not  all  the  fame  views;  ac- 
cordingly we  let  go  on , board  thofe  who  had 
no  longer  any  wifh  to  gratify;  and  the  gardener 
and  I remained,  with  the  intention  of  con- 
tinuing our  refearches.  All  the  guides  would 
follow  thofe  who  were  going  on  board  ; and  I 
had  no  fmall  difficulty  in  perfuading  one  of 
them  to  accompany  us. 

Among  the  plants  which  bedecked  the  decli- 
vity of  the  rocks,  I had  the  pleafure  of  finding 
the  beautifulcampanula  with  gold-colour  flowers, 
(campanula  aurea)^  the  frenanthes  pinnata,  the 
adiantum  renlforrne^  a fpecies  of  adiantum^  remark- 
able for  its  foliage,  which  is  much  larger  than 
that  of  Europe. 

As  water  was  very  fcarce  on  thefe  heights,  we 
direfled  our.  fieps  towards  a fmall  dwelling, 
near  which  we  rightly  pre fumed  that  there  mufi: 
flow  fome  rivulet.  In  faft,  we  found  a fine 
fpring,  the  water  of  which,  equally  delicious  and 
limpid,  lofiitfelf  in  the  bofom  of  the  earth,  after 
having  appeared  an  infiant  on  its  furface. 

Apple-trees,  loaded  with  fruit,  adorned  the 
garden  of  thefe  peaceable  inhabitants  : this  truit 
afforded  fo  much  fatisfaction  to  a fervant  belong- 
ing to  the  fliip,  that  while  we  were  employed  in 
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vifiting»;  the  environs  of  this  little  fettlement,  he 
took  it  into  his  head  to  make  an  exchange  which 
gave  us  a very  bad  idea  of  his  forefight.  He 
had  juft  bartered  all  our  provilions  of  meat  for 
fome  apples,  without  troubling  hirnfelf  whether 
apples  would  be  a good  itock  for  rambling  over 
the  mountains.  We  fully  determined  to  em- 
ploy another  time  a more  intelligent  tleward. 
It  may  not  be  amifs  to  remark,  that  fliip  fervants 
are  generally  little  qualified  for  any  fervice  on 
fhore. 

We  were  very  far  from  any  habitation,  at  the 
approach  of  night.  It  was  near  nine  o^clock  in 
the  evening,  when  we  arrived  at  a village  where 
hofpitality  is  certainly  not  the  charafteriftic  vir- 
tue of  the  inhabitants.  It  was  not  without  the 
utmofl;  difficulty  that  we  there  found  any  llielter. 
As  we  did  not  underhand  Spanifli,  we  could 
exprefs  ourfelves  only  by  figns;  and  at  night, 
above  all,  this  fort  of  language  is  of  very  little 
fervice.  But  our  guide,  who  was  as  defirous  as 
ourfelves  to  find  a place  to  fleep  in,  went  about, 
knocking  in  vain  at  all  the  doors  ; when,  after 
having  gone  through  almofl  the  whole  village, 
we  met  with  two  worthy  people  who  were  fo 
good  as  to  afford  us  an  afylum. 

We  were  immediately  ferved  with  a frugal 
repaft,  during  which,  we  were  lighted  in  the 
planner  of  fome  inhabitants  of  our  Alps;  fmall 

2 fplintcrs 


VOYAGE  IN  SEARCH 


iplinters  of  very  refinous  fir  iluck  into  the 
were  burning,  giving  us  fufficient  light,  but  far 
too  much  finoke.  One  of  our  hofts  took  care 
to  replace  thefe  bits  of  wood,  as  faft  as  they 
were  confumed. 

We  had  more  need  of  reft  than  food;  ac- 
cordingly we  foon  fell  into  a fleep,  which  was 
the  more  pleafant,  as  it  was  not  now  ditlurbed 
by  the  cold  of  the  high  mountains. 

The  next  day,  the  19th,  I went  on  board, 
loaded  with  volcanic  productions  and  Ibme  very 
pretty  plants,  among  which  were  the  teucriun^ 
hetonicum^  vechium  frutefeensy  &c. 

The  birds  called  Canaries  are  very  common 
m the  lower  regions  of  thefe  mountains  ; they 
are  all  of  a brown,  mixed  with  différent  colours, 
and  their  plumage  is  not  fo  bandfome  as  in 
a ftate  of  domefticity.  Some  travellers  have 
alferted,  that  there  was  in  the  ifland  a fpecies  of 
parrot  which  is  there  indigenous.  I never  met  with 
one  in  any  of  our  excurfions;  and  feveral  inhar 
bitants,  worthy  of  credit,  told  me  that  this  af- 
fertion  was  altogether  unfounded. 

This  fame  day  a very  frefh  breeze  had  in- 
creafed  the  fea,  fo  that  it  threw  on  the  beach 
the  Efperancc’s  boat,  which  was  riding  at  a grap- 
nel, near  the  flip,  after  having  overfet  her  on  a 
failor,  who  could  not  be  extricated  for  feme 
minutes:  he  was  apparently  dead;  but,  fortu- 
nately, 
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fiately,  the  means  which  are  employed  m fuck 

cates,  reftored  him  to  life. 

în  here  teftifying  my  gratitude  to  the  garrifoB 
of  Santa  Cruz,  for  the  eagernefs  which  they 
fhevved  in  affifting  this  poor  fellow,  I cannot  pafs 
over  in  liicnce  a piece  of  roguery  of  fome  of  the 
inhabitants  of  tlie  town. 

This  failor’s  clothes  v/ere  hung  up  to  dry,, 
while  affiflaiicc  Was  adminifiered  to  him  : rcwîc 
of  us  could  hâve  had  the  fmalleft  fufpicion  of 
what  happened.  Some  people  belonging  to  the 
town,  taking  him,  perhaps,  already  for  dead, 
thought  that ‘his  clothes  ought  to  turn  to  the  ac- 
count of  the  living:  they  were  Itolen;  without 
fits  being  poffible  to  difeover  the  thieves. 

Citizens 'Riche  and  Blavier  had,  a day  after  us, 
’undertaken  a journey  to  the  Peak  ; hut  thefe  two 
■naturalilts  could  not  afeerid  to  the  fummit  ; they 
were  feill  very  far  from  it,  when  their  lungs  not 
being  able  to  withftand  fo  rarefied  an  atmofphere, 
they  were  feized  with' a fpitting  of  blood,  and 
*were  obliged  to  renounce  their  enterprifc. 

The  following  days  were  employed  in  vifiting 
the  environs  of  Santa  Cruz,  where  the  country 
is  in  general  very  barren. 

The  town,  even  in  proportion  to  its  little 
'extent,  affords  a' very  thin  population,  although 
its  roadfiead  is  the  moft  frequented  of  the  ifland. 
The  Spaniards  have  here  introduced  their  fiyle 

3 of 


VOYAGE  IN  SEARCH 


JO 

of  building  ; the  infide  of  their  houfes  is  laid 
out  in  the  fame  manner  as  that  which  they  have 
adopted  in  Europe,  without  any  of  the  modifi- 
cations to  which  the  difference  of  the  climate 

I 

ought,  perhaps,  to  have  given  birth. 

The  governor-general  of  the  Canaries  makes 
Santa  Cruz  his  ufual  relidence. 

There  are  here  feveral  convents  of  men  and 
. of  women.  A pari fh- church,  where  gilding  is  dif- 
tributed  with  all  the  profulion  of  falfe  tafte,  is 
like  wife  to  be  remarked  for  the  bad  choice  of  its 
piélures. 

In  the  public  fquare  there  is  to  be  feen  a 
handfonic  fountain  ; the  water  is  conveyed  from 
a great  diftance  acrofs  the  mountains,  by  wooden 
pipes.  The  ffrccts  are  ill  paved  ; moff  of  the 
windows  are  without  glafs  ; they  are  fhut  by 
Venetian  blinds,  which  the  women  draw  up 
very  often,  when  their  curiofity  or  fome  other 
motive  induces  them  to  let  themfelves  be  feen. 

The  rich  women  are  drefled  in  the  French 
tafle  : the  others  cover  their  fhoulders  with  a 
piece  of  coarfe  woollen  ffuff,  which  forms  a fort 
of  cloak  extremely  inconvenient,  under  a very 
warm  fky;  a hat  of  black  felt,  with  a broad 
brim,  fhelters  them  from  the  rays  of  the  fun  ; 
their  Ikin  is  darkened  by  a mixture  with  the 
natives  of  the  ifland  ; and  their  features,  in 
general,  are  far  from  being  agreeable. 


The 
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The  multiplicity  of  religious  cuftoms  intro- 
duced among  the  inhabitants,  did  not  prevent 
many  of  thefc  women  from  coming,  with  a 
chaplet  in  their  hands,  to  meet  ourfailors,  when- 
ever they  went  on  fhore  : lèverai  had  long  to 
repent  having  fiiffered  themfelves  to  be  feduced 
by  fo  many  charms. 

The  wine  of  TenerifFe,  which,  as  I have  al- 
ready remarked,  is  very  heady,  had  like  to  have 
been  fatal  to  one  of  our  foldiers  ; being  drunk, 
he  committed  a very  ferions  offence  again fi:  a 
fentincl.  Our  Conful  employed  the  interefl: 
which  he  had  with  the  officer  commanding  in 
the  abfence  of  the  Governor-general,  to  Hop  all 
profecution  againfi:  this  man,  who  was  more  to 
be  pitied  than  blamed. 

The  diicipline  ellabllfhed  on  board  EngliHi 
fliips  of  war,  fecures  them  from  fimilar  - in» 
conveniences.  The  Scorpion  lloop>  of  lix- 
teen  guns  and  a hundred  men,  comnïanded 
by  Captain  Benjamin  Hallowell,  had  anchored 
in  the  road  on  the  i8th,  in  company  with  a 
fmall  cutter,  having  come  from  Madeira  five 
days  before  : they  had  left  there  a fifty-gun 
lliip,  which  was  lliortly  to  fail  for  Tencriffe. 
Commodore  Inglefield,  who  commanded  her, was 
the  fenior  officer  of  this  little  fquadron,  which 
was  defiined  for  the  coaft  of  Africa.  Thefe 
navigators,  knowing  how  ^dangerous  it  is  to 
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lailors  -to  flay  on  ITiore,  .keep  them*  on  .board. 
Nothing  but  the  duty  of,, the  ihip  could  induce 
the  Captain  to  let  them  fet  their  foot  on  land.  The 
Commodore  fully  intended  not  to  rejax  from  this 
rule,  during  all  his  ftation  on  the,  coaft  of 
Africa. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  obfer.yed 
on  board,  and  deduced  from  lixteen  obfervations, 
fourteen  of  which  were  by  azimuths,  and  two  by 
eaflerly  amplitudes;  was  found  to  be  i8®  7'  7" 
weft. 

The  reluit  of  two  obfervations  made  on  fhore 
upon  the  flat  ropf  of  a houfe  in  the  .town,  by 
Citizen  Bertrand,  one  of  the  aftronomers  of  the 
expedition,  was  21®  33'  well. 

Another  obfervation, . made  on  the  Mole, 
with  an  azimuth  compafs,  gave  23^^  43'  of  weft 
variation.  So  much  dift'erence,  at  fpeh  little 
diftances,  probably  arifes  only  from  the  quantity 
of  ferruginous  fubftanccs  diftributed  unequally 
in  thefe  volcanic  mountains. 

From  thefe  ‘ obfervations,  thofe  which  were 
made  on  board  feem  to  infpire  more  confidence, 
as  they  agree  with  the  progreftive  decreafe  of 
the  variation  obferved  fince  our  -departure  from 
Breft,  and  with  that  which  had  for  a long  time 
been  obferved  by  many  other  navigators. 

The  dip  of  the  needle  (this  was  a flat  needle) 

was 
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was  62°  25''.  The  fame  necdio  had  given 
71°  30'  dip  at  Breil,  and  72°  56'  at  Paris. 

The  place  in  which  we  anchored  in  the  road 
of  TcnerilFe  was  in  the  latitude  of  28®  29'  35'' 
north,  and  in  the  longitude  of  18^  36'  wed:.  ’ 

The  thermometer  and  barometer,  obferved  on 
board,  towards  noon,  varied  a little  during  our 
ftay  at  this  anchorage  ; the  former  did  not  ex- 
ceed 2oV^,  and  the  latter  28  inches  2 lines. 

Water,  which  is  very  good  at  Santa  Cruz,  is 
eafily  procured  there  when  the  fwell  is  not  too 
heavy. 

This  is  an  excellent  refrefhing-place  on  ac- 
count of  the  facility  with  which  are  procured  in 
abundance,  all  the  vegetables  of  Europe,  with 
the  exception  of  cabbages,  which,  although 
very  fmall,  arc  very  dear,  flere  are  generally 
found  all  the  fruits  of  Europe,  and  the  fame  do- 
meffic  animals  as  in  our  ports  of  France. 

Experience  taught  us  that  their  flieep  do  not 
bear  the  confinement  of  a fhip  fo  well  as  ours  ; 
the  pure  air  which  they  breathe  on  the  moun- 
tains, renders  them  very  unfit  for  fupporting  the 
noxious  vapours  of  the  between -decks. 

AtTeneriffe  may  be  procured  fifli  preferved  by 
dcficcation  ; in  particular,  a great  trade  is  carried 
on  there  of  the  Ipecies  known  by  the  name  of 
honito. 

The  parts  of  the  ifiand  which  it  has  been  pof- 
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lible  to  cultivate,  are  extremely  fertile  : this  is 
the  property  of  Volcanic  iflands.  The  internal 
heat  of  thefe  forts  of  lands,  raifes  to  their  furface 
a portion  of  the  waters  with  which  they  are 
foaked  by  the  rains,  and  thus  gives  to  vegetation 
a more  than  ordinary  vigour. 

The  too  flow  decompolition  of  fome  of  thefe 
volcanic  flones,  and  the  dry  nefs  of  fome  moun- 
tains, are  fo  many  caufes  which  render  feveral 
other  places  little  fit  for  culture  ; the  ahlion  of  the 
fire,  which  has  fucceffively  extended,  at  epochs 
very  diflant  from  each,  other,  to  the  different 
parts  of  the  ifland,  as  is  attefled  by  hiflorical 
monuments,  and  the  prefervation  of  plants  which 
are  peculiar  to  it,  has,  in  thefe  different  places, 
retarded  the  period  of  a decompolition,  without 
which  vegetation  cannot  take  place. 

There  had  been  no  volcanic  eruption  on  the 
ifland  of  Teneriffe  for  ninety-two  years,  when, 
in  the  month  of  June  1798,  there  broke 
out  a new  volcano  on  the  fouth-wefi  fide  of  the 

I 

Peak,  as  I was  informed  by  Citizen  ^Gicquel,  an 
officer  in  our  navy,  who  touched  at  Santa  Cruz 
on  his  return  from  the  I fie  of  France  in  the 
Régénérée  frigate. 

The  following  is  the  account  of  it  given  him 
by  Citizen  Lc  Gros,  Conful  of  the  French  re- 
public : 


On 
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“ On  the  2ift  Prairial,  6th  year  (June  9th, 

( \ « 

1798)5  the  inhabitants  of  Santa  Cruz  heard 
tome  hollow  and  repeated  noifes,  which  very 
much  refembled  the  report  of  cannon  fired  af 
a great  diftance  ; in  the  night  there  was  a 
flight  earthquake  ; and  it  was  known  the  next 
day  that  a volcano  had  broken  out  on  the 
“ fouth-weft  fide  of  the  Peak.  At  the  begin- 

\ 0 

ning  of  the  eruption  they  reckoned  fifteen, 
craters;  thefe  were  foon  reduced  to  twelve, 
and  at  the  end  of  a month  there  were  to  be 

V 

“ feen  only  two,  whence  continually  ilfiied  large 
rocks,  which,  vomited  forth  with  the  lava, 
followed  their  projectile  motion,  frequently 
for ‘fifteen  féconds,  before  they  again  fell  to 
the  ground.” 

We  had  been  fo  encumbered  till  our  rtrri- 
val  at  this  anchorage,  that  it  had  not  been  pof- 
fible  to  berth  properly  all  the  fliip's  com- 
pany. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

TVe  leave  Teneriffe  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope, — Different  ohfervations, — Shining  phe* 
nomenon  in  the  fea,  fingularly  phofphoric, — An 
experiment  which  maizes  me  acquainted  with  the 
moji  ordinary  caufe  of  the  phofphorefcence  of  fea^ 
water, — Four  of  the  Teneriffe  Jheep  thrown 
overboard^  and  for  what  reafon, — Faint  degree  of 
heat  quite  clofe  to  the  line, — A much  greater 
variation  of  the  compafs  to  the  fouth  than  to  the 
north  of  the  equator, — A very  eafy  method  that 
we  employ  for  fweetenmg  the  f refit  water  which 
was  beginning  to  putrefy, — A very  thick  fog, 
which  occafions  an  elevation  of  the  mercury  in 
the  barometer, — A lunar  rainbow, — Arrival  at 
the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 

A HEAVY  fvvell  had,  for  near  two  days,  pre- 
vented us  from  fhipping  our  fupplies.  We  were 
not  ready  to  fail  till  the  23d  of  O£lober. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  we  began  to  weigh. 
All  the  boats  had  been  hoifted  in  the  day  before, 
after  we  had  unmoored  ; for  it  was  neceflary  to 
endeavour  to  take  advantage  of  the  land  breeze 
which  feldom  fails  to  fpring  up  every  morning. 
Belides,  it  was  proper  to  anticipate  the  period  of 
the  flood,  which  was  to  make  about  half  paft  five 
•o’clock.  - 
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Wo  rode  by  a haw  fer  made  faft'  to  the  Eng- 
lilb  floop  of  war.  I muft  not  omit  this  oppor- 
tunity of  fpeaking  in  praife  of  the  handfome  be- 
haviour of  the  Captain,  who,  in  the  moft  oblig- 
ing manner,  made  a point  of  giving  us  all  the 
atfi dance  that  we  wanted  for  getting  under 
way.  Our  Admiral  had,  on  his  part,  em^ 
ployed  every  means  of  being  ufeful  to  him  when 
he  had  come,  a few  days  after  us,  and  anchored 
in  this  road. 

A tow-line  run  out  to  the  buoy  of  the  EnglilTi 
floop  ferved  us  to  call  by  ; and  after  having  loofed 
our  fails,  we  left  the  coaft,  by  means  of  a light 
air  of  wind  which  laded  too  fhort  a time  for  the 
Efpérance  to  take  advantage  of  it,  although  fhe 
had  got  under  fail  a few  minutes  after  us.  Car- 
ried away  by  the  flood,  which  immediately  made, 
fhe  was  obliged  to  drop  a kedge  anchor,  and 
warp  ahead  by  it,  in  'order  to  extricate  herfelf 
from  the  fhips  in  the  midtl  of  which  fhe  lay,  and 
get  clear  of  the  coafl:. 

It  was  half  paft  nine  o’clock  before  fhe  joined 
us.  The  courfe  was  then  fixed  at  fouth  by  weft. 

At  noon  we  were  in  the  latitude  of  28®  5'  4c" 
north,  and  our  longitude  was  18"^  36'  40"  weft. 
We  at  the  fame  time  fet  the  Peak  of  TenerifFe, 
bearing  weft  28°  north,  and  the  eaft  part  of  the 
ifland  of  Canary,  eaft  24"^  fouth. 

About  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  courte 
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was  altered  to  foutli-weit  by  Ibuth,  in'  order  to 
rim  between  the  Cape  de  Verd  ifiands  and  the 
main.  We  had  then  a pretty  frefli  breeze  from 
the  eafiward.  ^ 

About  liîc  in  the  evening  the  iiland  of  Gornera 
bore  north  38®  wed. 

■•On  the  26th  the  Efpérahce  let  us  know  her 
longitude,  after  having  aflced  ours.  The  great 
difference  that  was  found  between  that  refultin<ï 
from  the  dead  reckoning  and  that  which  theobfer- 
vation  had  given,  left  us  fonle  doubts,  which  de- 
termined iiS  to  bear  up  two  pointsTo*flarboard  of 
the  fouth-weft  by  fouth  courfe  that  we  were 
fleering  before;  but  Ibme  fubfequent  obferva- 
tions  made  us  refume  our  firfi;  diredUon.  Tlic 
weather  being  very  fine,  we  had  nothing  to  fear 
\i\  approaching  the  Coafl  of  Africa  ; befides',  the 
lead  would  have  apprifed  tis  of  its  diflance  fe- 
ver a!  myriameters  at  fea. 

The.  next  morning  we  were  out  of  fight"  of 
land,  which  now  left  us  no  doubt  rdpecHng  the 
error  in  the  longitude  indicated  by  the  time-" 
keepers  oh  board  the  Efpérance. 

We  crofftd  ’tbe  tropic  of  Cancer  about  one 

j 0 

o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in  the  longitude  of  20® 
weft . ' 

The  barometer  was  thenbt  28  inches  2 lines 

« 

and  the  thermometer  at  1 9°  tV. 

The  firft  fifh  that  came  and  bit  at  the  book 
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of  one  of  our  filTiermen  was  a very  fine  dolphin 
(cpryphœna  hippurus):  Nothing  more  was  ne- 

ceffary  to  fet  the  whole  fhip’s  company  in  motion; 
but  the  fifherman  having  hauled  it  in  with  too 
much  hafie,  had  the  mortification  to  find  only  a 
part  of  the  jaw  on  the  end  of  his  hook. 

Since  our  departure  from  Teneriffc  the  wind 
had  varied  little  from  the  north-eaft. 

, A common  fwallow  (Mr undo  ruftica)  newly  ar- 
rived from  Europe,  followed  us  for  fome  time 
without  choofing  to  alight  on  our  fhip  : it  foon 
directed  its  flight  towards  the  coafi;  of  Africa, 
where  it  was  certain  of  finding  the  infefls  on 
which  it  fubfifts.  We  were  then  in  20^^  north  ' 
latitude,  and  22°  30'  weft  longitude. 

There  being  little  wind,  we  faw  floating,  in 
great  numbers,  on  the  furface  of  the  water,  the 
medufa,  known  to  ^ natural ifts  by  the  name  of 
medufa  caravella^  Linn,  This  fpecies  fhould  not 
be  handled  without  precaution  ; for,  like  feveral 
other  fea-nettles,  it  occafions  blifters  after  a pain- 
ful pricking.  , 

The  .fifti  known  by  the  name  of  remora  or 
fuck-fifh  (echeneis  remora^  Linn.)  generally  fol- 
lows the  fhark,  to  which  it  attaches  itfelf,  bc- 
caufe  it  finds  means  of  fubfiftence  in  the  excre- 
ments of  that  voracious  animali  It  does  pot 
however  accompany  it  in  a manner  fufiiciently 
exclufivc  not  to  follow  alfo  very  frequently  other 
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large  fillies,  and  even  fhips,  to  the  bottom  of 
which  it  iHcks  when  it  is  tired  of  fwimming.  We 
law  feveral  of  them  alonglide,  which  went  from 
time  to  time  and  faftened  themfclves  to  ours. 

During  the  night  we  fell  in  with  a numerous 
fhoal  of  dolphins,  which  followed  our  vefTel  : 
as  they  made  a much  more  rapid  progrefs 
than  us,  they  feveral  times  ran  round  the  fhip, 
fwimming  with  great  velocity.  It  was  eafy  to 
follow  them  with  the  eye,  although  the  night  was 
very  dark  ; for  they  left  behind  them  a luminous 
trace  : this  phofplioric  light,  which  was  produced 
by  the  agitated  fea-water,  was  the  more  brilliant 
as  the  darknefs  incrcafed,  and  as  the  fifh  advanced 
with 'greater  Ivviftnefs  : its  eburfe  was  then  per- 
fct^tly  dillinguilhable,  even  at  feveral-  meters 
below  the  furfacc  of  the  water. 

On  the  30th,  we  were  in  the  fcas  where  arci 
met  with  the  ravenous  fi fives,  fuch  a§  the  bonito, 
the  tunny,  and  otliers  of 'the  lame  genus,  which 
there  find  an  abundant  fublilieiice  in  purfuiiig 
various  forts  of  fulies,  and  in  particular  the 
flying-hlh  (exocætns  TolitanSy  Linn.).  Tlic 
bonitocs,  which  followed  us,  fuffered  themfclves 
to  be  taken  with  the  bait  thrown  out  to  them 
by  our  fifherinen  ; this,  however,  was  nothing 
more  than  a few  featj/ers  fo  dilpofed,  that  they 
exhibited  to  the  .eyes  of  this  animal  the  ap- 
pearance of  a flying- filh,  and  concealed  the  hook. 

We 
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\Ve  had  had,  for  fome  time,  a little  calm 
weather,  but  the  trade  winds  foon  began  to  re- 
lume their  ftrength.  They  were  again  interrupt- 
ed, on  the  3d  of  November,  by  a llorm  which 
laded  the  whole  night  ; and  they  blew  the  next 
morning  as  the  preceding  days. 

On  the  6th  they  left  us  in  latitude  9^  6' 
north,  and  longitude  21°  wed. 

We  experienced  an  oppreffive  heat,  although 
the  thermometer  (I  dill  mean  that  of  Reaumur) 
dood  at  only  23®  above  o. 

Tlie  goéland  ?2oir  of  BufFon  (larus  marinus^ 
Linn.),  which  had  come  and  fettled  on  the 
fprit-fail  yard,  efcaped  from  one  of  our  people, 
at  the  moment  when  he  was  on  the  point  of  lay- 
ing hold  of  it. 

A prodigious  quantity  of  bonitoes  neither  quit- 
ted us  night  nor  day  ; it  was  very  adonifhing 
that  this  fifh  was  able  to  follow  us  fo  long,  with- 
out reding  itfelf.  ' 

On  board  the  Efpérance  the  fifhermen  w'ere 
very  fuccefsful,  while  the  fifh  feemed  to  avoid 
our  lines. 

The  motteux  of  Bufibn  ( motacilla  œnantlie^ 
Linn.),  which,  as  is  well  known,  is  a bird  of 
padage,  fatigued  with  having  eroded  the  feas, 
came  and  let  itfelf  be  caught  on  board. 

We  experienced  calms  for  feventeen  days  in 
a parallel  of  3°  in  latitude  \ we  got  out  of  them 
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only  by  ftorms  followed  by  winds,  vyhicb  blew 
in  fqualls  from  eafl-north-eafl  to  foiith-fouth-^ 
weft,  after  haring  gone  round  by  the  fouth. 

Tiie  petrel,  or  ftQvm-bird  (frocellaria  pelagica^ 
Linn.),  is  not  fo  certain  a harbinger  of  fiorms,  but 
that  its  fudden  appearance  is  fometimes  followed 
by  cairns  for  feveral  .days.  We  took  a pleafure 
in  feeing  thefe  fmall  birds  eome  within  a , little 
didance  of  the  dern  of  our  Ihip,  to  feek  their 
food  on  the  furface  of  the  lea. 

We  were  concerned  to  dnd  that'  the  vege- 
tables and  fruits  purchafed  at  Teneriffe  did  not 
keep  ; the  Ireats  and  the  humidity  which  are  ex- 
perienced in  this  region  of  calm?,  very  rapidly 
hadened  their  decompodtion  ; it  was  to  be  pre- 
fumed  that,  having  been  gathered  under  a pretty 
warm  and  dry  fley,  they  would  have  kept  better 
than  thofe  of  Europe. 

A finall  fhark  (fqualns  carcharias,  Linn.),  which 
was  not  more  than  a meter  long,  became  a viâim 
to  its  voracity.  Nothing  comes  amifs  to  this 
animal  when'  it  is  preffed  by  hunger.  When  it 
was  hauled  in  upon  deck,  it  was  foon  cut  in 
j^icccs,  and  every  one  carried  off  his  bit.  The 
fnark,  however,  is  not  good  eating  ; indepen- 
dently of  the  repugnance  which  its  fond  nefs  for 
human  flefh  naturally  infpires,  it  is  rather  diffi- 
cult of  digedion  ; but  at  fea  there  is  not  mucli 

choice 
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choice  of  food,  and  frefli  provifions  are  always 
preferred  to  fait  meat. 

A 

I found  adhering  in  pretty  large  nuniTjers  to 
the  internal  coats,  and  the  fuperior  opening  of  its 
ftomach,  foine  worms  of  the  dorls  genus  of  Lin- 
naeus, which  were  two  centimeters  in  length  : 
although  the  fhark  was  dead,  they  did  not  eafily. 
quit  their  hold  ; I fa w now  and  then  project  the 
two  tentacles  which  form  one  of  the  diflin6livc 
eharaélers  of  this  genus. 

The  mouth  of  the  fhark  being  fituated  Ixî- 
neatli  an  elongated  rollrum,  fubjeâs  it  to  the 
ncceffity  of  turning  almofl  on  its  back  to  fnap 
at  the  objedls  which  it  perceives  above  it  ; its 
whitlfli  belly,  which  is  then  diftinguifhable, 
even  at  a great  depth,  on  account  of  the  limpi- 
dity of  the  fea-water,  apprifes  the  fifherman 
when‘he  fhould  draw  in  the  line,  in  order  to 
hook  this  voracious  animal. 

Nature  has  taken  good  care  that  it  fliould  not 
let  its  prey  efcape  ; for,  befides  feveral  rows  of 
teeth,  arranged  in  a manner  the  moft  fit  for 
cutting  the  hardeH  fubflances,  the  infide  of  its 
mouth  is  furnifhed  with  afperities  which  counter- 
aâ  the  retreat  of  the  bodies  that  it  has  juft  feized. 

The  fhips  which-  trade  to  India  would  not 
have  mifled  the  opportunity  of  colleéling  the  ‘ 
fins  of  this  animal,  which  are  in  requeft  with 
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the  Chincfe,  becaule  the}?’  confider  them  as  à 
powerful  aphrodifiac. 

The  heat  was  intolerable  when  there  was  not 
a breeze  ; the  thermometer^  however^  indicated 
but  23*^  above  o ; though  we  were  no  more 
than  9°  to  the  northward  of  the  equator,  and  in 
the  longitude  of  20"^  50'  eaft.  It  fhould  feem 
that  in  thefe  feas  the  thermometer  is  a very  in- 
Correél  meafure  of  the  fcnfible  heat  ; for,  al- 
though it  flood  at  fome-  degrees  below  what  it 
frequently  indicates  in  ICurope  in  a fine  feafon, 
we  experienced,  not  the  lefs,  an  exceffive  per- 
fpiration,  which  produced  fome  very  troublc- 
fome  eruptions. 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer  does  not,  as  is 
well  known,  undergo  much  variation  between 
the  tropics  : the  greateft  did  not  exceed  i Hne|. 
It  varied  little  from  the  height  of  28  inches 
2 lines,  although  we  had  had  fome  very  great 
florms,  which,  being  formed  on  the  continent  of 
Africa,  from  which  we  were  almofl  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  fixty  myriameters,  were  brought  to  us 
by  north-eaft  and  eafl-north-eafl  winds. 

On  the  1 2th,  wc  caught  the  fifli  known  to 
idithyologifls  by  the  name  of  haliftes  verrucofus, 

W e were  furrounded  'by  grampufes,  which 
were  followed,  in  their  flow  progrefs,  by  fharks 
attracted  by  their  excrements, 
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A heavy  fwell  from  the  foiith-eafl:  announced 
winds  from  the  fame  quarter,  which  were  blow- 
ing at  a diftance  towards  the  equator,  though, 
however,  north-eaft  winds  are  more  generally 
obferved  here  at  this  feafon,  when  the  fun  is  for 
near  tw^o  months  in  the  tropic  of  Capricorn, 

A fliark,  preceded  by  fome  fifhes  known  by 
the  name  of  pilot-fifh  (ga/iero/leus  duâîor^  Linn.), 
came  near  the  fhip  and  was  caught  : feveral 
remoras,  or  fuck-fifh,  thinking  themfelves  in 
fafety  becaufe  they  had  faftened  to  the  body  of 
this  animal,  remained  flicking  to  it  for  fome 
time  after  it  had  been  hauled  in.  ^ 

As  it  was  extremely  hot,  and  the  fea  was  vei^ 
fmooth,  the  delire  of  bathing  getting  the  better 
of  every  other  confideration,  Piron  and  Saint- 
Agnan  jumped  overboard  a few  hours  after,  at 
the  rifk  of  becoming  the  prey  of  fome  other 
fhark. 

It  had  been  calm  almoft  the  whole  day. 
About  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  the  Iky,  load- 
ed with  thick  clouds  in  the  fouth-eafl,  threat- 

I 

ened  us  with  a violent  florra.  The  night  was  very 
dark  ; immediately  a luminous  column  of  great 
extent  iffued  from  beneath  thefe  clouds,  and,  in 
its  defcent,  came  and  alighted  on  the  furface  of 
the  water:  the  fparkling  fea  was  flill  fhaded 
with  many  dark  intervals,  when  all  on  a fudden 
it  appeared  like  a fheet  of  fire  which  was  fpread- 
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ing  towards  us  ; it  was  propelled  by  a very  firong 
wind,  which  furrowed  the  waves  ^ we  faw  bur- 
felves  furrounded  by  a fea  of  fire,  and- we  then 
enjoyed  the  fight  of  one  of  thé  mofi:  brilliant 
phenomena  of  nature.  It  did  hot  lali  long; 
but,  during  the  refi:  of  the  night,  the  fea  was 
much  more  luminous  than  ordinary  in  all  the 
places  where  it  was  agitated,  particularly  in  the 
wake  of  the  fhip,  and  towards  the  top  of  the  waves. 

The  violence  of  the  fquall  had  compelled  us  - 
to  lower  the  topfails,  and  even  to  bear  up,  for 
fear  of  being  taken  aback. 

The  heat  had  been  opprefinie  during  the 
whole  day.  We  were  abreaft  of  the  opening 
of  the  immenfe  gulf  which  forms  the  bight  of 
the  countries  of  Upper  Guinea,  the  coafi;  of 
which  extends  near  three  hundred  myriameters 
to  the  cafiward. 

The  fea  is  far  more  phofphoric  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  coafts  which  lie  under  the  tropics  than 
-any  where  elfe  ; nature  having  there  difiributed 
with  greater  profufion  the  animalcules  on  which 
its  phofphorefcence  depends,  as  I have  had  occa- 
fion  to  remark  in  feas  very  édifiant  from  each 
other  : I fhall  prefently  give  a few  details  re-  ' 
tpeâing  this  phenomenon. 

As  we  were  placed  to  leeward  of  this  gulf^ 
the  currents  had  thence  brought  the  luminous 

^bodies,  which  are  there  extremely  numerous  ; 

but 


OF  LA  PEROUSE. 


47 

but  it  required  a particular  circumfiance  to  pro- 
duce fo  bright  a light.  The  clouds,  from  which 
had  iflued  the  wind  that  had  recently  agitated 
the  water,  had  fgread  in  the  atmofpherc  a fuper- 
abundance  of  eledric  matter,  which  contributed 
to  give  the  fea  the  luftre  with  which  we  had 
feen  it  fliine.  It  was  by  the  great  receffion  of 
the  two  little  balls  of  my  eleélrometer,  when  ex- 
pofed  to  the  air,  that  I was  able  to  judge  how* 
eleilric  our  atmofphere  was  become. 

A faint  breeze  from  the  fouth-eafl  gave  us  the 
hope  of  getting  out  of  thofe  calms,  which  are 
here  met  with  in  a much  greater  extent  than  in 
any  other  part  of  the  fea  : it  is  particularly  in 
going  to  India  that  thefe  contrarieties  are  the 
greatelt  ; they  appear  to  depend  on  the  vicinity 
of  the  coafl  which  navigators  approach  much 
nearer  in  going  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  than 
in  the  route  from  the  Cape  to  Europe  ; accord- 
ingly the  paffages  from  the  Cape  to  Europe  arc 
generally  much  fliorter  than  thofe  from  Europe 
to  the  Cape. 

Many  Ikilful  feamen  are  of  opinion,  that,  in 
going  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  there  is  an 
advantage  in  croffing  the  equator  much  farther 
to  the  weft  ward  than  is  commonly  done. 

The  calms  that  are  met  with  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  equator  are  owing  to  the  configu- 
ration of  tlie  coaft  of  Africa,  winch  to  the  north, 
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a few  degrees  from  the  line,  progefls  near  three 
hundred  myriameters  toward  the  weft  ; -while  the 
great  diftance  at  which  a fhip  is  from  this  land 
when  fhe  is  to  the  fouthward  of  the  equator, 
prevents  the  general  winds  of  thefe  feas  from 
undergoing  thence  any  change. 

1 had  preferved  a few  bottles  of  fea-water, 
taken  up  the  evening  before  during  its  phofpho- 
refccnce,  to  examine  the  little  luminous  bodies 
which  are  the  caufe  of  this  phenomenon.  This 
water,  poured  into  a glafs,  was  fet  in  motion  in*^ 
the  dark.  I immediately  faw  fome  luminous 
globules  which  differed  in  no  refpedl  from  thofe 
which  are  commonly  remarked  when  the  fea  is 

I 

agitated.  It  appeared  to  me  quite  an  eafy  mat- 
ter to  try  to  feparate  thefe  bodies,  in-order  to 
fee  whether  the  water  would  ftill  preferve  its  * 
phofphoric  quality  : I ftrained  it  through  a piece 
of  white-brown  paper:  fome  molecules,  very  gela- 
tinous and  tranfparent,  the  fizc  of  which  was 
almoft  a third  of  a millimeter,  remained  in  the  '* 
ftrainer,  and  from  that  time  this  fea-water  loft 
all  its  phofphorefcence,  which  I reftored  to  it  at 
pleafure,  by  throwing  therein  the  little  mole- 
cules. It  was  neceffary  not  to  leave  thefe  dimi- 
nutive animals  expofed  long  to  the  air,  for  they 
foon  loft  all  their  phofphoric  properties. 

I have  feveral  times  repeated  the  fame  experi- 
jnent  in  feas  very  diftant  from  each  oth^r,  and 

I have 
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î have  conftantly  found  the  fame  animalcules, 
which  I confider  as  the  mofl  ordinary  caufe  of 
the  phofpho'rcfcence  of  fea-water.  However, 
they  alone  have  not  the  property  of  rendering 
the  fea  luminous  ; feveral  fpe'cies  of  crabs,  fomc 
very  large  molecules,  &c.  often  quit  the  bottom 
of  the  waters  to  come  and  illumine  their  furface  t 
I have  frequently  feén  thefe  phofphoric  mole- 
cules of  the  fite  of  a double  decimeter;  but  I 
have  always  found,  at  the  fame  time,  the  little 
Kuminous  bodies  which  I have  mentioned. 

In  the  courfe  of  this  day  we  learnt,  that,  on 
board  of  the  Efpérance,  four  of  the  flieep  pro- 
cured at  Teneriffe  had  been  thrown  overboard^ 
it  having  been  imagined  that  thefe  animals  dif- 
covered  fome  fymptoms  of  the  difeafe  which  is 
faid  to  have  been  brought  to  us  from  America.. 
On  this  occafion  were  paffed  on  the  monks  of' 
the  ifland  a great  many  bad  jokes,  which  I take 
to  be  void  of  foundation  : I think,  on  thé  con^* 
trary,  that  if  the  fheep  had  been  more  flridly 
examined,  the  fhip’s  company  would  not  have 
been  deprived  of  this  fupply  of  frefh  provifionst 
Winds  from  the  fouth-fouth-eaft,  which  began 
to  blow  on  the  21ft  of  November,  in  the  latitude 
of  4^  31'  north,  and  longitude  of  36'  weft, 
at  length  carried  us  out  of  thefe  calu).'*,  which 
at  this  feafon  of  the  year  moft  commonly 
VOL.  I.  E prevail 
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^jrevail  fome  degrees  more  to  the  fouth  before 
fhips  get  into  the  general  winds. 

The  bird  known  by  the  name  of  man-of-war 
bird  (peUcanus  aqutlics^  Linn.)  was  the  objeft  of 
our  admiration.  On  the  24th  we  perceived  two, 
which,  hovering  at  a prodigious  height,  were 
watching  their  prey,  and  waiting  till  it  appeared 
on  the  furfacc  of  the  water. 

Thefe  birds,  no  doubt,  keep  at  this  great  ele- 
vation in  order  to  embrace  with  their  eyes  an 
immenfe  fpace  ; but  it  is  very  aflonifliing  ih^t 
they  can  fee  from  fuch  a diftance  the  fmall  fifhcs 
on  which  they  molt  commonly  feed  : fo  pene- 
trating a light  depends,  perhaps,  more  on  the 
difpolition  of  the  humours  of  the  eye  than  on  the 
great  fenlibility  of  the  retina.  This  invelligation 
is  wortliy  of  the  attention  of  the  natural  philofo- 
pher. 

The  man-of-war  bird,  as  is  well  known,  is 
very  ravenous  after  flying-filhes.  As  foon  as  it 
perceives  any,  it  defeends  from  the  upper  regions 
of  the  atmofphere,  and  comes  to  fly  at  about 
a he61ometer  above  the  fur  face  of  the  fea  ; 
there  it  remains  ready  to  feize  them  as  foon  as 
they  rife  out  of  the  water.  All  the  motions  of 
the  man-of-war  bird  are  diredted  with  admirable 
addrefs  : it  does  not  defeend  head  foremoU,  like 

the  other  birds  which  .feek  their  food  under 

# 

water  ; with  the  feet  and  tail  placed  horizontally 


on 


OP  LA  PEROUSE. 


5^ 

t)n  Ùic  fame  level,  it  firikes  the  upper  column  of 
the  air  with  its  wings,  and  then  raifing  them 
again,  and  fixing  them  one  againfi:  the  other 
above  its  back,  that  they  may  no  longer  oppolh 
any  refifiance  to  the  air,  it  darts  on  its  prey,  and 
feizes  it  at  a little  di  fia  nee  from  the  water. 

Wliile  admiring  the  afionifhing  addrefs  of  this 
bird,  the  wifhes  of  all  of  us  were  in  favour  of 
the  flying-fifli;  but  it  feldom  cfcapes.  As  it 
does  not  rife  much  above  the  fea,  the  man-of- 
w^ar  bird  would  run  the  rifk  of  falling  headlong 
therein,  if  it  did  not  know  how  to  fiop  itfelf  in 
itfi  defeent,  by  lowering  its  wings,  in  order  to  rife 
?igain  and  purfue  ànother  prey. 

Notwithfianding  the  faculty  which  Nature 
has  given  to  fiying-filhes  of  living  in  the  water, 
and  of  coming  out  of  it  at  pleafure,  it  is  difficult 
for  them  to  avoid  their  numerous  enemies  : if 
they  efcape  the  voracity  of  the  bonitoes,  tunnies, 
and  dolphins,  by  rifing  out  of  the  water,  the 
man-of-war  bird  waits  for  them  in  the  air  ; fome 
of  them,  during  this  conflict,  came  and  leaped 
into  the  fliip. 

I found  in  the  fiomach  of  feveral  bonitoes  a 
great  number  of  worms  which  muft  be  claffed 
among  thofe  of  the  genus  fafciola  of  Linnæus, 
although  their  lower  extremity,  which  is  aîmofi: 
cylindrical,  has  a very  prominent  fwelling.  Their 
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fize  is  two  centimeters;  the^r  are  terminated  by 
a tube  which  is  half  the  length  of  their  body; 

The  fouth-eaft  and  fouth  winds  blew  with  fo 
much  obhinacy,  that  we  were  not  able  to 
crofs  the  equator  till  the  28th,  about  eleven 
o’clock  at  night,  in  the  longitude  of  26®  well, 
wiiile  it  had  been  propofed  to  crofs  it  8 or  10° 
more  to  the  eafi  ward.  ' 

It  is  not  ufual,  at  this  epoch,  to  experience, 
•in  thefe  parts,  winds  which  hang  fo  long  to  the 
fouth  and  fouth-eaft  ; for,  the  fun  being  already 
far  advanced  in  the  tropic  of  Capricorn,  the  ge- 
neral winds  commonly  draw  to  the  eaftward. 
The  lix  or  eight  miles  which  we  had  been 
daily  carried  to  the  northward  when  we  were 
detained  by  the  calms,  and  the  fwell  that  came 
from  the  fouth  and  fouth-eafl,  brought  us  ac- 
quainted with  the  Lincxpeâed  conftancy  of  thefe 
winds. 

Tlie  thermometer  obferved  at  noon,  for  the 
la  ft  week,  had  not  ftood  at  more  than  22*,  and 
frequently  21^,  although  we  were  very  near  the 
equator  : it  is  aftonifhing  to  fee,  that,  at  fo  fmall 
a diftance  from  the  line,  this  inftrument  did  not 
indicate  a greater  degree  of  heat:  but,  betides 
the  general  caufes,  fuch  as  the  pervioufnefs  of 
the  wafers  of  the  fca  to  the  fun’s  rays,  the  little 
denfity  of  the  water,  and  its  evaporation,  \vhich 
lilnder  the  atmofphcre  from  imbibing  as  much 

' heat 
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heat  as  on  land.  In  the  fame  latitude  we  liad  for 
fome  days  had  a liilht  breeze,  which  had  not  a 
little  contributed  to  cool  the  air. 

Seamen  are  in  the  habits  of  chriflening,  in 
their  way,  the  perfons  wdio  crofs  the  line  for  the 
firll  time;  in  French  fliips  this  baptifrn  is  per- 
formed by  fouling  them  witli  feveral  buckets  of 
fait  water  ; this  is  fometimes  pradlifed  in  fuch  a 
manner  as  to  divert  thofe  who  are  fure  ot  not 
being  fluiced.  One  of  the  failors,  who  is  called  . 
Le  hon  homme  Ja  lignes  defeends  from  the  main-top 
with  an- oakum  beard,  and  comes  and  prelides 
at  this  nautical  entertainment 

The 

* It  may  not  be  iinlntereRing  to  fome  readers  to  have  a more, 
particular  account  of  this  ceremony,  as  pradlifed  on  board  of 
Englifli  men  of  war. 

Whenever  a Rtip  crofTes.the  line  or  the  tropics,  one  of  the  ' 
feamen,  who  is  fuppofed  to  be  “ a fellow  of  infinite  jeft,’* 
being  drelTed  in  a whimhcal  manner  to  reprefent  Neptune, 
goes  over  the  bows,  and,  through  a fpeaking  trumpet,  hails  the 
Ihip,  alking  her  name;  that  of  her  commander  ; whence  fne  . 
came  ; and  whither  fhe  is  bound  ? Thefe  queftions  being  refolved, 
he  rifes  majeftically  from  the’  briny  waves,  and  wielding  his  - 
trident,  comes  on  the  forecaflle,  accompanied  by  his  confort,  who 
is  perfonated  by  another  feaman,  alfo  fantaftically  attired,. 
Being  feated  in  his  car  (which  is  previoufly  prepared,  and  is 
generally  compofed  of  a half-tub  fixed  on  a grating,  laflied  to 
capftern  bars),  he  is  borne  on  the  flioulders  of  his  fuite,  and 
carried  in  proceflion  from  the  forecaftle  to  the  quarter-deck. 
The  watery  god  there  welcomes  the  captain  to  his  dominions, 
apd  expreffes  a hope  that  he  will  have  no  objedlion  tq  his  }evy- 
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The  Admiral,  fearing  that  we  fhould  not  all 
equally  relifh  this  farce,  forbade  that  any  perfon 
ihould  be  ducked. 

On  the  29th  of  November,  the  fea-water,  by 
Beaume’s  areometer  for  faits,  gave  me  2^4^ 
w'hcn  we  were  in  half  a degree  of  fouth  lati- 
tude. 

The  currents  fet  us  to  the  weflward.  The. 
winds,  as  is  well  known,  are,  in  thisvafl  fea,  the 
principal  caufe  of  the  different  diredlion  'of  the 
waters. 

• We  had  every  reafon  to  be  apprehenfive  of  a 
long  paffage  ; betides,  the  Efperance  did  not 
hold  fo  good  a wind  as  us.  We  were  afraid 

t 

that  the  want  of  water  would  oblige  us  to  touch 
on  the  coati  of  Brazil  ; this  circumhance  would 

ing  among  the  officers  and  people  who  have  never  before  vifited 
them,  his  accuflomed  tribute,  which  confifls  of  a fhiiling  each 

I 

from  the  men,  and  a prefent  in  liquor  from  the  officers.  Such 

i 

of  the  fliip’s  company  as  are  unable  to  pay  this  tribute,,  are 
obliged  to  fubmit  to  the  penalty  of  being  (haved,  in  order  to  be 

in  a condition  to  be  prefented  to  his  aquatic  majefty.  This  cere- 

..  « 

mony  is  performed  in  the  following  manner  : the  novice  being 
feated  over  a large  tub  of  fait  water,  in  liep  of  a lather  of  foap, 
his  chin  is  befmeared  with  tar,  and  a piece  of  i^fty  iron  hoop 
fupplies  the  place  of  a razor.  The  operation  is  terminated  by  the 
jnfolvent  tributary  undergoing  firft  a ducking  in  the  tub  over 
which  he  fits,  and  afterwards  a copious  ablution  of  falt-wqter 
from  Neptune's  attendant  Tritons.  It  is  almoft  unnecefTary  to  . 
add,  that  the  ref^  of  the  day  is  fpent  in  the  fort  of  conviviality 

4 ...  4 

congenial  to  the  difpofition  of  Britilh  tars,  T.  . - 

have 
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have  been  the  more  vexatious,  as  it  would  have 
totally  deranged  the  plan  of  our  voyage  ; for  it 
was  neceflary  for  us  to  follow  the  feafons,  in 
order  to  explore  parf  of  the  countries  .that  wx 
were  to  vifit. 

On  tire  17th  of  December  we  paffed  the 
tropic  of  Capricorn,  in  the  longitude  of  28'^ 
wed. 

On  board  the  Efperance  were  taken  upwards 
of  a hundred  bonitoes  a day,  while  all  our  moil 
expert  filhermen  together  never  caught  more 
than  ten  in  a day,  and  even  that  very  feldom.  It 
was  not,  however,  immaterial  to  the  health  of  tlie 
fhips’  companies  whether  they  lived  on  frefh 
provifions  or  falt-meat. 

On  the  iSth  of  December,  when  we  were  in 
the  latitude  of  25°  20'  fouth,  and  in  the  longi- 
tude of  28°  42'  wed,  the  thermometer  obferved 
at  noon  flood  at  19*^  above  o,  and  at  17^  before 
fun-rife,  although  that  luminary  was  not  far  from 
our  zenith.  The  cold  had  been  fo  great  during 
the  night,  as  to  oblige  oui?»-people  to  wear  their 
woollen  clothes.  ' 

We  had  depended  on  weflerly  winds  on  api- 
proaching  the  coafl  of  Brazil  ; they  were,  on  the 
contrary,  from  the  eaflward  ; but  having  drawn 
aft,  we  had  been  enabled  to  go  free  for  a fort* 
night,  till  we  arrived  at  the  28th  degree  of  fouth 
latitude,  and  the  24th  of  well  longitude. 

E 4 
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It  wns  to  be  prefumed  that  in  this  latitude  wa' 
fhould  meet  with  variable  winds/ which  would 
favour  our  route  towards  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  ; but  they  varied  only  to  be  more  contrary 
to  us. 

On  the  26th  of  December  we  had  ûill  fouth^ 
caflerly  winds,  although  we  had  palled  the 
latitude  of  29!^^  fouth.  The  fun,  which  for 
feveral  months  paft  extended  its  grcatefl  heat  in 
this  hemifphere,  had  receded  from  the  limits  of 
the  general  winds. 

The  length  of  our  palTage  occalioned  our  allow- 
ance of  water  to  be  reduced  to  a bottle  a day 
each  man. 

As  foon  as  the  winds  had  got  round  to  the 
north-eafi  and  north,  the  currents,  which  before 
fct  to  the  weftward,  became  fcarcely  perceptible.' 

Although  on  the  27th  wç  were  at  a very  great 
diftancc  from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  we  al- 
ready perceived  the  albatrofs  (diomedea  exulans)^ 
which  is  there  found  in  confiderable  numbers. 

A circum dance  worthy  of  remark  is  the  vari- 
ation of  the  compafs  being  much  greater  to  the 
fouthward  than  to  the  northward  of  the  equator; 
for  from  the  14th  degree  of  north  latitude  to  the 
equator,  in  the  fpace  comprifed  between  the  234 
and  26th  degrees  of  wed  longitude,  the  differ-? 
ence  was  only  3^,  or  from  14*^  to  1 ; while  in 
the  fame  fpace  in  latitude  towards  the  fouth,  and 

4B  of  weft  longitude,  that  is,  from  the  26th  de- 
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grec  to  the'  30th,  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs  extended  from  1 to  3®  towards  the  weft, 
v/hich' makes  8®  of  variation  fouth  of  the  equator^ 
while  north  of  it  the  needle  had  varied  only  3"^  in 
a fpace  aim  oft  as  great. 

Is  not  the  proximity  of  the  coaft  of  Brazil  one 
of  the  principal  caufes  of  this  difference  ? / 

The  leaft  variation  obferved  was  50'  in  the 
latitude  of  fouth,  and  longitude  of  29^  weft. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  the  difference  of  longi- 
tude in  thefe  feas  has  much  more  influence  on 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  than  the 
difference  of  latitude.  The  variation  fenfibly  in-r 
creafed  as  we  advanced  to  the  eaftward. 

One  of  the  oflipers  took  the  diftances  of  the 
moon  from  the  fun,  in  a pofltion  fomewhat 
inconvenient,  with  one  of  Dollond's  brafs  fex- 
tants,  the  radius  of  which  was  two  double  deci- 
meters : he  perceived  a caufe  of  error,  which  it 
would  have  been  diflicult  to  fp^edl.  The  radii 
of  this  inftrument,  although  extremely  heavy, 
were  ft  ill  fo  weak  as  to  bend,  and  thus  caufe 
a derangemenf  in  the  pararellifm  of  the  glaffes, 
when  the  obferver  relied  it  with  a little  weight 
againft  hisbreaft.  Theffame  effedl  did  not  take 
place  in  the  wooden  fextants,  becaufe  their  radii 
being  much  thicker,  do  not  yield  to  the  force 
which  affeâs  thofe  made  of  brafs. 

This  fource  of  error  is  an  additional  rcafon  for 
\ 

giving  an  exclulive  preference  to  the  refledlin^ 

circle 
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circle  of  Citizen  Borda.  The  facility  with  which, 
by  means  of  crofs  obfervatrons,  is  corrected  the 
error  that  might  proceed  from  the  graduation, 
gives  it  a very  decided  fnperiority  over  all  others, 
when  it  is  wifned  to  afcertain-  tlie  longitude  by: 
the  obfervation  of  diflances  of  the  moon  from 
the  fun,  or  from  a fiar. 

I am  forry  that  this  valuable  inttrument,  al- 
though extremely  eafy  to  be  ufed,  is  as  yet  little' 
known.  Each  of  our  officers  liad  one,  which  in 
the  courfe  of  the  voyage  became  an  intirument 
to  be  depended  on  in  the  hands  of  all. 

An  obferver,  of  any  experience,  may  afcertain 
the  longitude  within  two  or  three  myriameters. 
We  have  reafon  to  hope  that  in  proportion  as 
the  lunar  tables  ffiall  acquire  greater  perfedtion, 
the  calculation  of  the  longitudes  from  thefe 
obfcrvations  will  be  flill  much  nearer  the  truth. 

The  plants  which  I had  colle6led  at  Tene-> 
riffe,  although  quite  dry  at  the  time  of  my 
departure,  had,  while  we  had  remained  under 
the  tropics,  become  covered  with  a very  thick 
mildew,  which  was  attached  to  the  under  part  of 
the  leaves,  where,  as  is  well  known,  the  ab- 
forbent  pores  are  extremely  numerous  ; and  my 
colledions  had  been  greatly  damaged. 

The  water  kept  in  a date  of  diffolution  by  the 
^\v,  by  means  of  the  direâ-beat  of  the  fun,  is  in 
the  open  fea,  between  the  tropics,  fo  much  more 

abundant  than  that  with  which  the  air  can  be 

loaded 
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loaded  without  fuch  a heat,  that  every  thing  that 
is  not  expofed  to  the  fun  is  afFe<Sled  by  great  hu- 
inidlty  ; it  is,  for  this  reafon,  very  difficult  thereto 
preferve  from  rufl  iron  inflruments,  and  even  tho 
beft  polifhed  Heel, 

During  the  whole  time  fhat  we  remained 
between  the  tropics,  the  mercury  in  the  barome- 
ter had  not  rifen  above  ^28  inches  4 lines,  and  it 
had  not  fallen  below  28  inches  hne. 

We  were  well  aware  that  our  ftock  of  water 
would  not  preferve  its  purity  in  the  fuffocatiiig 
heats  which  we  experienced  ; but  it  would  have 
been  difficult  to  prefume,  that,  having  on  board 
fome  means  very  eafy  to  be  adopted  for  fweeten- 
ing  the  water,  before  the  daily  allowance  was 
ferved  out,  thefe  means  would  not  have  been 
effectually  employed. 

The  water  kept  on  fhipboard,  undergoes  in 
long  paffages  the  famedecompofitlon  as  ftagnant 
waters,  and  this  decompolition  is  Angularly  ac- 
celerated by  the  heat  of  the  climate.  There  then 
arifes  from  it  fo  great  a quantity  of  inflammable 
air,  that  a perfon  runs  a rifk  of  being  fuffocated 
in  going  down  into  the  hold  where  it  is  depo- 
filed.  This  accident  hcKvever  is  very  uncom- 
mon, becaufe  the  opening  which  leads  thither, 
allows  part  of  thefe  noxious  miafmata  to  efcape^, 
Jt  is  not  the  lefs  true,  that  thefe  often  produce 
nervous  fevers,  the  malignity  of  which  is  propor- 
tionate 


Co  VOYAGE  IN^  SEARCH 

tioiUlte  to  the  degree  of  heat  that  decoinpofes  the" 
water. 

As  this  gas,  the  fpecific  gravity  of  which  was 
firfl  afeertained  by  Priettley,  is  much  lighter 
than  the  atmofpheric  air,  and  as  it  has  befides 
little  adherence  to  the  water,  it  is  cafy  to  fepa- 

ft 

rate  the  former  from  the  latter,  and  to  reftore  to- 
tills  beverage  its  primitive  purity  : for  this  it  is 
fufficient  to  agitate  it  for  a quarter  ctf  an  hour. 

We  had  on  board  a machine  which  perfedtly 
anfwered  this  end:  it  was  a large  tub  of  the  lize 
of  a double  hcâoliter  : when  it  was  three  fourths 
filled  with  water,  there  were  turned  round  in 
its  middle,  by  means  of  a winch  and  a catch- 
wheel,  four  large  iron  plates  difpofed  in  the 
form  of  a crofs  ; the  water  then  received  a firong 
agitation,  which,  by  difengaging  the  inflam- 
mable gas  with  which  it  was  impregnated,  re- 
ft ored  to  it,  at  the  fame  time,  the  pure  air  of 
which  it  had  been  partly  deprived  ; and,  however 
tainted  it  was  before,  it  did  not,  in  a very  little 
while,  difler  from  the  bell  water. 

This  procefs,  which  _ is  very  eaflly  executed, 
completely  refolves  the  numerous  feries  of  quef- 
tions  which  fome  natural  philofophers  have  pro^- 
pofed  to  navigators,  refpecSting  tlie  means  of  ren-^ 
dering  frefli  water  drinkable  when  it  becomes 
putrid  on  board  a fhip. 

' *.  r . It 
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It  will  hardly  be  believed,  that,  with  fo  limple 
a mean  of  Iweetening  water,  there  was  often 
dillributed  to  us  Ibme  in  almoft  as  putrid  a tlate 
as  if  it  had  juft  come  out  of  the  hold  ; but  the 
aftonifliment  will  ceafe,  when  it  is  known  that 
the  officer  of  the  watch,  charged  to  fuperintend 
this  operation,  generally  abandoned  it  to  the 
care  of  a failor,  who,  being  foon  tired  of  turning 
the  winch,  almoft  always  thought  the’  water 
fufficieiitly  agitated  before  it  was  drinkable  : it 
would  have  been  more  proper  to  have  entruded 
the  fuperintendance  of  this  operation  to  the 
furgeon,  as  feveral  of  us  obferved  ; for  it  was 
not  indifferent  to  the  health  of  all,  whether  it  was 
well  or  ill  executed.  However,  the  officer  of  , 
the  watch  did  not  the  lefs  continue  to  be  left 
charged  with  this  duty. 

On  the  29th  of  December,  with  a iky  entirely 
free  from  clouds,  the  thermometer  flood  at  1 7®  A, 
and  the  barometer  at  28  inches 31%  lines,  when  the 
wind,  at  north-by-eaff,  brought  us  all  on  a fud- 
den,  about  noon,  a very  thick  fog,  which  con- 
cealed from  us,  for  a quarter  of  an  hour,  the 
light  of  the  fun.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that, 
indead  of  occadoning  a fall  of  the  mercury  in 
the  barometer,  this  fog  made  it  rife  line  da- 
ring the  whole  time  that'  it  furrounded  us.  I 
dare  not  hazard  any  conjedlure  in  attempting  te 
give  an  explanation  of  tliis  phenomenon  : it  will 

the 
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the  more  aftonlfh  natural  philofophers,  as  it 
ihould  feem  that  this  circumllance  ought  to 
have  diminilhed  the  elafticity  of  the  air,  inftead 
of  increaling  it  ; befides>  nothing  announced 
that  this  fag  was  occafioned  by  the  explofion  of 
a volcano. 

On  the  3d  of  January  1792,  vve  enjoyed  the 
fight  of  a rainbow,  produced  by  the  rays  of  thé 
moon  : this  planet  was,  about  ten  o’clock  at 
night,  furrounded  by  two  concentric  circles  ; 
they  exhibited  all  the  .colours  of  the  rainbow  in 
an  order  oppofed  to  each  other.  The  larged  of 
thefe  circles  did  not  occupy  more  than  five  de- 
grces  in  the  heavens.  As  this  phenomenon, 
produced  by  the  decompofition  of  the  light  of 
the  moon,  appeared  between  her  and  us,  the 
colours  of  the  iris  mud  necefiarily  prefent  them* 
felvcs  in  the  inverfe  order  of  thofe  which  the 
fun  difplays  ; fince,  in  this  latter  cafe,  thefpèéla- 
tor  is  between  the  rainbow  and  the  planet  ; ao*  ' 
cordingly,  the  dualled  circle,  which  gave  to  its 
inner  edge  a red  colour,  was  terminated  out- 
wardly by  a violet  colour,  while  the  violet 
formed  the  inner  edge  of  the  larged  circle,  and 
the  red  its  outer  edge. 

We  were  then  in  the  latitude  of  32^  42'  fouth, 
and  longitode  7°  wedé 

On  the  jth  of  January,  in  the  afternoon,  we 

- paired 
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paflcd  under  the  meridian  of  Paris,  in  the  lati- 
tude of  33°  fouth. 

After  having  dipped  Beaume’s  areometer 
into  tea-water,  in  order  to  alcertain  its  fpeci- 
lic  weight,  I had  3^  -5,  which  affords  the  fame 
refult  as  that  1 had  already  obtained  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  equator.  It  fliould  therefore  ap- 
pear, that  the  faltnefs  of  fea-water  differs  not  per- 
ceptibly, even  at  great  diftances  in  feas  fo  une- 
qually heated  by  the  rays  of  the  fun. 

On  the  9th  of  January  we  began  to  exerdfe 
the  crews  of  both  fhips  in  firing  with  ball  : a 
prize  of  fmall  value  was  the  reward  of  thofe  who 
hit  the  mark,  which  was  fixed  at  the  end  of  one 
of  the  fore-top-mafl  ftudding-fail  booms.  It  was 
obferved  with  pleafure,  that  moft  of  them  took 
pretty  good  aim,  although  they  had  not  been 
in  the  leafl  habituated  to  fire‘arms.  It  was'not  a 
matter  of  indifference  on  fuch  an  expedition  ,in 
the  courfe  of  which  we  might  fometimes  be 
under  the  neceffity  of  defending  ourfelves  againft 
the  favages,  that  all  fhould  know  how  to  ufe  the 
arms  that  we  had  on  board. 

The  Captain  of  the  Efperance  having  made 
/aft  to  a buoy  half  of  a very  fine  tunny,  which 
Jie  was  fending  to  the  Admiral,  the  line  did  not 
come  near  enough  for  us  to  reach  it;  a failor 
jumped  overboard,  in  .order  to  fwim  after  it, 
although  it  wag  known  that  a fhark  had  been 
a caught 
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caught  In  the  morning  on  board  the  Efpcraficé; 
and  that  the  little  wind  which  then  blew  mufl 
have  increafed  the  apprehenfion  of  meeting  with 
•another,  that  would  perhaps  have  carried  off 
one  of  our  befl  feamen. 

Having  now  got  into  the  îàtilùde  of  33* 

/ 

fouth,  after  having  reached  the  longitude  of  5* 
well,  the  bonitoes  ftill  followed  us  in  very  nume- 
rous ihoals,  although  it  is  by  no  means  common 
to  meet  with  fo  many  in  this  high  latitude*  The 
northerly  winds  were  probably  one  of  the  princi- 
pal caufes  which  lead  thefe  tithes  far  from  their 
habitual  abode. 

I fhall  remark,  that  if  our  tithermeh  were  left 
expert  than  thofe  of  the  Efpérance,  they  were 
alto  lefs  favoured.  It  was  from  the  boatfwain 
that  were  obtained  the  tifhing-hnes.  Ours, 
during  the  whole  voyage,  didributed  them  with 
lb  niggardly  a hand,  that  in  the  end  he  banithed 
from  the  mind  of  the  failors  all  inclination  to 
tifli.  It  was  the  firfl  lieutenant’s  duty  to  make 
him  fenfible  of  the  fatal  effeds  of  this  impropet 
conduct  ; but  he  gave  himfelf  no  concern  about 
the  matter* 

The  fea- nettle- known  by  the  name  of  the  nié’- 

"àîifa  veîellay  took  advantage  of  the  calm,  to 

Yome  and  float  in  great  numbers  on  the  furface 

* 

of  the  fea.  This  fpecies  differed  in  no  refpeA 
•from  that  which  I had  repeatedly  met  with  in 

^ - the 
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the  MciUtcrrancLin,  where  it  is  a difh  in  great 
requelt  with  I'earneii. 

It  was  of  the  higheft  importance  that  we 
thould  have  vdieis  that  did  not  leak  ; yet  fcarcely 
Iiad  we  left  BretV  Water  before  it  was  necelfary  to 
have  recourie  to  the  pump.  As  we  made  tw^o 
centimeters  of  water  an  hour,  we  were  obliged 
to  pump  the  friip  out  twice  a day.  This  precau- 
tion was  the  more  indifpenfable,  as  the  w^ater 
w'ould  have  got  to  our  dock  of  fait  ; an  objedt 
of  the  greateft  confequence  in  the  voyage  that 
we  were  undertaking.  The  quantity  of  water 
that  came  into  the  hold  fortunately  made  no  far- 
ther progrefs. 

The  between-decks  was  fo  encumbered,,  that 
feveral  months  elapfed  before  we  could  find  out 
the  fituation  of  this  leak.  We  at  lafl:  perceived  that 
it  was  behind  a knee.  The  fhip  being  lightened, 
it  w^as  difeovered  that  a tree-nail  had  been  for- 
gotten, and  that  the  hole  wdiere  it  ought  to  have 
been  placed  had  been  covered  only  with  pitch. 
The  water  bad  not  been,  long  in  penetrating 
through  this  coat  of  fl  uff  ; a bolt  was  imme- 
diately driven  into  the  hole,  and  the  Ihip  leaked 
no  more.  * ' 

The  albalroffes  of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  were  feen  in  pretty  large  numbers,  an- 
nounced to  us  the  vicinity  of  this  fouthern  ex- 
tremity of  Africa.  We  in  fa6l  got  fight  of  the 
VOL.  I.  F land 
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land  on  the  i6th  of  January,  about  eight  o’clock 
in  the  morning.  We  were  then  at  the  diilance 
of  four  myriameters  from  Table  Bay. 

The  currents,  which,  at  the  time  of  the  gene- 
ral winds,  bad  made  us  lofe  fo  much  ground, 
having  fortunately  taken  a contrary  direcSUon  when 
vve  had  met  with  the  variable  winds,  the  wetting 
.we  loti*  was  nearly  balanced  by  the  eafting  we 
made.  Our  land-fall  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope 
confirmed  this  obfervation.  It  may  eaüly  be  con- 
ceived, that,  with  the  exception  of  a few  irregu- 
larities in  the  variable  winds,  the  tendency  of 
the  waters  to  find  their  level  mufl  determine 
thofe  which  are  in  the  latitude  of  thefe  winds  to 
flow  back  towards  the  eafl,  in  proportion  as  the 
general  winds  carry  to  the  weftward  thofe  whofe 
courfc  they  diredl. 

The  proximity  of  the  land  had  alfo  been  an- 
nounced to  us  by  a change  in  the  colour  of  the 
waters  of  the  fea,  which  is  occafioned  by  the 
elevated  bottom  on  which  they  repofe. 

Some  feals  of  the  fpecies  which  BufFon  has 
denominated  phoque  (phoca  pufilhy  Linn.), 
came  within  a fmall  diftance  of  our  fhip  to 
feek  their  fubfiflcnce  in  the  great  heaps  of 
fea-weed,  called  fucus  pyriferus,  which  were 
feen  floating  on  the  furface  of  the  fea  : thefe 
animals  frequently  fled,  at  the  fame  time  railing 
themfelves  by  fuclden  fprings  above  the  water  ; 

then  . 
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thert  tlieir  two  hind  feet,  which  tlicy  drew  to- 
gether in  the  form  of  fins,  ferved  them  as  a 
point  of  fupport  on  the  water,  the  furfice  of 
which  was  to  them  what  a vafl  plain  is  to  an 
aélive  quadruped. 

We  fell  rather  to  leeward  of  the  entrance  of 
Table  Bay,  which  gave  us  little  hopes  of  reach- 
ing the  anchorage  in  the  courfe  of  the  day. 

We  could  have  wifhed  for  a finer  day  to 
make  the  land  ; for  there  fell  a great  deal  of  rain, 
and  the  fhore  was  often  concealed  from  us  by  a 
thick  fog. 

About  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening  we  were 
a myriameter  and  a half  from  the  mountain  of 
Hout  Bay,  which  bore  from  us  wefi:  3°  45'  north  ; 
the  pitch  of  the  Cape  north  by  weft  ; and  the 
Lion’s  Head  weft  3®  north. 

Near  this  point  of  bearing  we  founded  in  130 
fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  coral. 

The  fca  was  extraordinarily  phofphoric  during 
the  whole  night,  which  we  pafled  at  a little  dif- 
tance  from  the  coaft.  I remarked  a vaft  quan- 
tity of  luminous  points  in  all  the  places  where 
the  water  was  agitated  : this,  phofphorefcence 
differs  from  that  which  is  commonly  obfer^d  at 
fea  only  by  its  being  more  intenfe,  owing  to  a 
greater  number  of  phofphoric  globules.  Thefe 
little  bodies  are,  as  I have  already  faid,  much 
more  numerous  near  the  coafls  than  in  the  open 

F 2 fea, 
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lea,  in  the  fame  latitude.  I a^aih  éxamined 
them,  after  having  itrained  the.  water  that  con- 
tained them  ; they  differed  in  no  refpedl  from 
thofe  which  I had  before  obferved  : I flill  dif- 
tinguilhed  the  fame  little  tranfparent,  globular 
molecules,  the  tize  of  which  was  about  a third 

of  a millimeter. 

! 

A light  breeze  from  the  fouth-wefl  permitted 

us  in  the  a'fternoon  of  the  next  day,  the  i yth  of 

January,  to  direr^  our  route  towards  the  en- 

* 

trance  of  Table  Bay.  As  foon  as  it  had  frethen-' 
ed  up  a little,  we  fteered,  with  all  fail  fet,  fouth- 
eafl  by  eaft,  for  Hangman’s  Point,  which  we 
ranged  very  clofely  along,  carrying  with  us 
pretty  regular  foundings  from  four  to  five  fa- 
thoms. 

It  was  half  pafi  five  o’clock  when  we  anchored 
in  four  fathoms  water,  the  bottom  gray  fund, 
at  the  difiance  of  a kilometer  from  the  fhore; 
the  town  clock  bearing  wefi:  38°  ibuth  ; the 
flag-flaff  of  Lien’s  Rump  weft  3^^  north  ; the 
pavilion  of  the  northernmofi:  fort  weft  45°  nortf  1 ; 
and  Robben  I Hand  north  1^  weft. 

We  had  not  a fick  man  onboard,  although 
the  length  of  our  pafiage  had  reduced  us  to 
a very  flender  allowance  of  water;  but  en-, 
deavoiirs  had  been  made  to  compenfate  for 
tl lis  privation  by  a great  ufe  of  various  kinds  of 
antifcorbutics.  A fort  of  punch,  very  whole- 
4 fome 
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lome  and  very  plca(ant,  compofed  of  brandy,  ^ 
vinegar,  and  water,  had  been  daily  ferved 

out  to  the  fliips’  companies  towards  the  end  of 
this  paflage.  The  Ihip  had  been  fumigated  twice 
a day.  The  greateft  care  had  been  taken  to 
make  the  failors  change  their  clothes,  whenever 
they  got  wet;  and  it  was  a fatisfa^Hon  to  fee 
that  fo  many  precautions  had  not  been  employed 
in  vain. 
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CHAPTER  III, 

Stay  at  the  Cape  of  Good  'Hope* — D.epofitions  of 
izvo  French  Captains^  hy  zvhlch  it  appears  that^ 
being  at  Batavia ^ they  had  learnt  from  Com- 
modore Hunter  y that  he  had  feen  at  the  Admi- 
ralty IJlands  fottie  natives  dreffed  in  the  uniform 
of  the  Fretich  fiavy,- — Captain  Bligh  fent  from 
England  to  procure  the  bread-fruit  tree  at  the 
Society  IJlands.  — Violence  ^ of  the  fouth-eojl 
*wmds. — Local  caufe  which  increafes  their  im- 
petuofiiy .-—A  flave-Jhip, — Various  excurfions  to 
the  mountains  in  the  vicinity  of  the  town. — •. 
Impudence  of  the  Fifcal. — Journey  to  Franche- 
Hoek. 

Two  officers  of  health  of  Cape  Town  came 
on  board  to  fatisfy  themfelves  that  we  brought 
HO  contagious  dilbrders  ; it  is  particularly  the 
fmall-pox  which  they  dread  ; for  that  malady, 
which  is  not  endemical  in  this  country,  makes 
here,  as  well  as  throughout  all  India,  the  mofl 
dreadful  ravages  when  brought  from  abroad. 

A captain  of  a merchant-fhip,  arrived  from 
Bourdeaux  a few  days  before  us,  came  alfo  to 
inform  us,  that  the  commander  of  the  naval 

forces 
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forces  in  the  Ifle  of  France,  after  having  re- 
ceived fome  information  refpedting  the  fate  of 
La  Péroufc,  had  difpatched  to  the  Cape  a frigate 
to  brin^  an  account  of  it  to  the  commander  of 

D 

the  expedition  fent  in  fearch  of  that  unfortunate 
navigator.  The  frigate  had  failed  fome  days 
before  to  proceed  to  the  Ifle  of  France. 

Admiral  D’Entrecafieaux  immediately  fent  an 
officer  to  wait  on  the  Governor  of  the  Cape,  in 
order  to  fettle  the  falute.  This  officer  received 
from  the  French  Chargé  d* Affaires,  the  difpatches 
which  Citizen  Saint  Felix,  commander  of  our 
naval  forces  in  the  Indian  feas,  had  fent  to  Ad- 
miral D’Entrecafieaux  by  the  Atalante  frigate, 
Captain  Bolle,  who  had  failed  again  almoft 
immediately,  to  return  to  the  Ifle  of  France. 

The  following  is  the  letter  addreffed  to  the 
Admiral,  with  the  depofitions  of  two  Captains 
of  merchant-veffels,  who  were  at  Batavia  during 
the  fiay  that  Commodore  Hunter  made  there, 
on  his  return  from  Botany  Bay  in  a lJutch 
fhip,  after  he  had  been  caft  away  on  Norfolk 
lüand. 


Letter  from  Citizen  Saint  Fellx',  Commander  on  the 
India  Station,  to  Admiral  D'KntrecoJieaux,. 

I learn  by  private  letters,  that  you  do.  not  in- 
tend to  touch  at  the  Ifle  of  France  until  your 

F 4 return 
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return  from  the  important  expedition  which  you 
are  going  to  undertake.  Deprived  of  the  hope 
with  which  I had  flattered  myfelf,  of  having  the 
honour  of  feeing  you,  I hallen  to  tranfmit  to 
you,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  two  accounts 
relative  to  the  objedl  of  your  miffion,  which 
have,  juft  been  given  to  me  by  the  Captains  of 
twm  French  fhips  arrived  from  Batavia.  You  will 
there  fee  by  what  accident  a Dutch  fhip,  having 
on  board  Commodore  Hunter,  commander  of  the 
Englifti  frigate  Syrius,  as  well  as  his  crew,  had 
feen,  near  the  Admiralty  Iftands  in  the  South 
Sea,  men  covered  with  European  cloths,  and 
particularly  fome  clothes  which  he  judged  to  be 
French  uniforms.  You  will  alfo  fee  that  the 
Commodore  had  no  doubt  of  their  being  the 
remains  of  the  wreck  of  M.  de  la  Péroufe^ 
whom  he  had  feen  at  Botany  Bay. 

I have  thought  that  the  knowledge  of  thefe 
reports  would  be  interefting  to  you,  and  have 
indeed  judged  them  fufficiently  important  to  de- 
termine me  to  make  you  acquainted  with  them 
diredtly,  by  a frigate  which  I fend  to  the  Cape 
folely  for  this  purpofe.  Captain  Bolle,  who 
commands  her,  will,  if  he  does  not  find  you 
there,  leave  my  difpatch  with  the  French  Chargé 
Affaires,  in  order  that  it  may  be  delivered  to 

you  on  your  arrival.  Although  no  official  ac- 
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counts  of  3’onr  expedition  authorize  me  to  fend  a 
frigate  on  this  fervice,  I am  certain  of  his  Ma- 
jefiy’s  approbation  of  the  flop  which  I have  taken 
in  this  refpedt,  as  much  from  the  conlideratian 
of  the  public  intereft,  as  from  the  wifli  of  my 
heart.  It  was  referved  for  you  to  acquire  claims  to 
the  gratitude  of  the  whole  nation,  by  accepting 
the  command  of  an  expedition,  which  does 
equal  honour  to  the  fovereign  who  ordets  it,  and 
the  officer  by  whom  it  is  executed.  Whatever 
route  you  may  take,  you  will  be  followed  by'  my 
wifhes  for  your  fuccefs,  and  by  the  inviolable 
and  perfedf  attachment  with  which  I am,  See, 

(Signed)  Saint  Felix, 

J//e  of  Frmice^ 

^ih  November  1791. 


Account  given  to  the  Chef  de  Divifion  Saint  Felix ^ 
Commander  on  the  India  Station^  by  Captain 
Préaudet^  commanding  the  Ship  Jafon^  arrived 
from  Batavia, 

The  Englifh  frigate  Syrius,  commanded  by 
Commodore  Hunter,  bound  for  New  Holland, 
was  loft  on  Norfolk  Ifland,  in  the  South  Sea,  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  year  1 79^*  The  crew  were 
taken  up  by  the  floop  of  war  which  was  follow- 
ing her  in  her  miffion,  and  has  returned  to 
Botany  Bay,  where  Commodore  Phillip  freighted 
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ü iiTiall  Dufch  vefîel  to  convey  to  England  tlio 
Ihipwrecked  crew,  with  their  commander,  Com- 
modore Hunter. 

Having  left  Botany  Bay  in  this  veffel,  and 
wifhing  to  touch  at  Batavia,  Commodore  Hun- 
ter was  thwarted  by  the  winds  and  currents,  and 
carried  to  the  eaftward  as  far  as  the  1 6yth^  of  lon- 
gitude from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich.  Wifhing 
to  pafs  through  St.  George’s  Strait,  he  got  tight 
of  the  Admiralty  Iflands,  fituated  in  the  i47th^ 
of  longitude  from  the  meridian  of  Greenwich,  and 
in  3®  2 5'  fouth  latitude.  Near  that  lying  mod: 
to  the  eaftward,  he  faw  feveral  boats  filled  with 
men  covered  with  European  ftufFs  and  pieces 
of  cloth  ; he  could  even  diftinguifti  the  uni- 
form of  the  French  navy.  Thefe  people  made 

« 

flgnals  with  white  flags  for  the  fhip  to  approach. 
For  this  Commodore  Hunter  had  the  ftrongeft 
dcftre;  but  it  was  impoffible  to  etfedl  it,  on  ac- 
count of  the  contrariety  of  the  currents  and 
winds,  and  the  danger  of  numerous  fhoals. 

Commodore  Hunter  had  feen  La  Péroufe  at 
Botany  Bay,  and  was  particularly  intimate  with 
him.  He  had  learnt  from  him  that  it  was  his 
intention,  on  leaving  Botany  Bay,  to  pafs- 
through  St.  George’s  Strait,  in  order  to  get  to 
the  northward.  He  has  no  doubt  that  it  was  on 
thefe  iflands  that  the  Aftrolabe  and  Bouffble. 

were* 
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were  lofl,  in  confequence  of  the  calms  and  vio- 
lent currents  which  prevail  in  that  quarter.  He 
told  me  that  he  himfclf  was  carried  to  the  eaft- 
ward  fix  hundred  miles  in  ten  days  by  the  flrength 
of  them,  as  was  proved  by  repeated  obfervations 
of  the  longitude,  by  time-keepers,  and  the  fight 
of  land.  In  a word.  Commodore  Hunter,  who 
was  at  Batavia,  and  whom  I faw  in  the  voyage  I 
have  recently  made,  appears  to  me  to  be  fully  per- 
fuaded,  that  the  European  clothes  which  he  oh-* 
ferved  in  the  boats  that  came  from  the  Admiralty 
Iflands,  are  the  remains  of  the  fh  ip  wreck  of  the 
veflels  under  the  command  of  La  Péroufe. 

. Commodore  Hunter  is  at  prefent  on  his  pafi- 
fage  to  return  to  England,  whence  France  will 
probably  receive  from  him  more  circumfiantial 
details  on  this  fubjedl. 

After  what  the  Englifh  commander  has  expe- 
rienced on  approaching  the  Admiralty  (fiands, 
he  thinks,  that  a vefiTel  which  wifhed  to  go 
thither,  'ought  to  take  the  precaution  to  get 
into  ^their  latitude  in  good  time,  in  order  to 
prevent  her  from  being  carried  away  by  the  cur- 
rents, which  fet  to  the  eaftward  with  prodigious 
yapidity. 

Done  at  the  Ifle  of  France,  the  6th  of  No^ 
yember  1791. 

(Signed)  Preaudet, 

Captain  of  the  fhip  Jafon. 

Account 


76 


VOYAGE  IN  SEARCH 


Account  given  ly  Pierre  Mag  on  Lépinay,  Captain 
of  the  Ship  Marie- Helene^  arrived  from  Batavia^ 
to  the  Chef  de  Divifion  Saint  Felix,  Commander 
on  the  India  Station, 

The  commanded  and  officers- of  the  Englifh 
frigate  Syrius,  after  that  fhip  was  wrecked  on 
Norfolk  Ifland,  were  conveyed  to  Botany  Bay, 
whence  they  failed  in  a fmall  Dutch  veffi‘l, 
which  brought  them  to  Batavia  at  the  end  of 
September  in  that  year,  after  a paffage  of  about 
fix  months. 

One  or  two  days  after  having  \veathered  St. 
George’s  Channel,  very  'early  in  the  morning 
they  got  fight  of  both  the  Admiralty  Iflands,  to 
which  they  were  very  near  ; they  had  alfo 
founded  without  findincr  bottom. 

O 

They  faw  come  out  from  the  iflands  two 
large  canoes,  containing  about  a dozen  men, 
who  would  not  come  on  board  the  veflel,  but 
approaclied  pretty  near  her.  It  was  then  very 
moderate  weather.  The  yeflel  had  againft  her 
rather  a ftrong  current,  which  drove  her  off 
the  ifland  ; befides,  the  Dutch  Captain  was  not 
fond  of  going  near  the  land.  It  was  remarked, 
that  two  of  the  men  who  were  in  the  canoes 
had  fafhes  fimilar  to  thofe  worn  by  officers  in 
Europe  ; they  made  figns  as  if  they  wifhed  to 

he 
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l>e  fliavcd  ; fevcral  of  them  had  on  their  clothes 
pieces  of  red  and  blue  cloth,  which  proved  that 
they  had  had  fome  communication  with  Euro- 
peans. As  Captain  Hunter,  commander  of  the 
Syrius,  had,  before  his  departure  from  Botany 
Bay,  learned  from  La  Péroufe  himfelf  that  his 
plan  was  to  pats  through  St.  George’s  Channel, 
the  officers  of  that  frigate  are  all  perfuaded, 
that  he  had  unexpefledly  fallen  in  with  thefc 
yiands,  and  been  there  loft.  ' ' 

I,  the  underwritten,  do  certify,  that  this  ac- 
count is  conformable  to  what  I have  gathered 
from  diiFerent  converfations  with  the  officers  of 
the  Syrius  frigate,  who,  after  that  frigate  was 
wrecked,  arrived  at  Batavia,  in  a fmall  Dutch 
veffiel  that  was  there  when  I was  in  the  month  of 
October. 

I / 

(Signed)  Ma  g on  Le  pi  nay. 

JJle  of  France^ 

Oâfoher  1791. 


As  Commodore  Hunter,  returning  from  Ba- 
tavia with  his  commiffioned  officers,  in  order  to 
proceed  to  England,  was  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  at  the  moment  of  our  arrival  there,  we  had 
a right  to  expedl  to  receive  all  poffible  information 

in 
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in  regard  to  what  he  had  feen  at  the  Admiralty 
Wands.  We  were  not  a little  furprifed  that' 
the  Commodore  fet  fail  from  Table  Bay  two 
hours  after  we  had  dropped  anchor.  He  proba- 
bly was  well  acquainted  with  the  objedt  of  our 
mifhon,  for  we  were  expedted  at  the  Cape,  and 
the  Admiral’s  flag  left  no  doubt  of  our  being  the 
Ihips  deftined  to  go  in  fearch  of  La  Péroufe. 
It  appeared  to  us  very  aflonifhing  that  he  had 
- not  himfelf  fought  to  give  us  the  information 
which  Captains  Preaudet  and  Magon  Lépinay 
had  colledted  from  him  and  his  offlcers  at  Ba-* 
tavia.  We.  had  reafon  to  be  very  much  fur- 
prifed  that  Commodore  blunter  not  only  had  let 
tranfpire  at  the  Cape  no  account  which  could 
make  it  be  believed  that  he  had  met  with  fa- 
vages  drefled  in  the  French  naval  uniform,  but 
that  he  had  faid  to  fcveral  members  of  the 
regency,  and  even  to  his  friend  Mr.  Gordon', 
that  he  had  no  knowledge  of  the  faffs  announced 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Atalante.  Nothing  in- 
dicated that  the  details  left  at  the  Cape  by  Cap- 
tain Bolle,  came  from  Commodore  Hunter 
himfelf. 

« 

Captain  Bligh,  commanding  the  Englifh  floop 
of  war  Providence,  deflined  to  procure  the 
bread-fruit  tree  from  the  Society  Wands,  had 
come  <ind  anchored  in  Table  Bay  a fhort  time 
after  the  departure  of  the  Atalante.  It  ap- 
peared 
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pcared  that  Bligh  did  not  learn  from  Hunter 
any  thing  relatiye  to  the  depofitions  of  the  two 
French  captains  ; but  according  to  the  informa- 
tion communicated  by  the  perfons  who  had  feeii 
the  commander  of  the  Atalante,  he  affured 
Colonel  Gordon,  that,  on  his  return  from  the 
Society  Iflands,  he  would  make  inquiries  in  thefe 
feas  where  it  was  afferted  that  La  Péroufe  had 
been  loti,  in  order  to  endeavour  to  fave  fome 
remains  of  his  unfortunate  expedition. 

This  was  the  fécond  time  that  Captain  Bligh 
went  to  the  Society  Iflands  in  quetl  of  the^ bread- 
fruit tree  ; for  during  the  firft  voyage  which  he 
had  made  to  procure  this  valuable  tree  for  the 
Englifli  colonies  in  the  Weft  Indies,  he  had 
been  turned  out  of  his  fhip  in  confequence 
of  a rnutiny  which  had  broken  out  on  board,  as 
he  has  made  known  by  the  narrative  which  he 
publiftied  on  his  return  to  England.  ; 

We  learnt  that  the  Pandora,  an  Englifti 
frigate,  commanded  by  Captain  Ekl wards,  had 
ftnee  been  at  the  Society  Iflands,  where  he  had 
laid  hold  of  fourteen  of  the  mutineers.  She 
had  loft  four  of  them  on  runninfr  a2;round  on 
the  reefs  of  Norfolk  Ifland.  Chriflian,  the 
maftcr  of  the  fhip  of  which  Bligh  was  dif- 

* This  is  evidently  a miftake  of  the  author.  ' Chriflian 

* r- 

was  oiiiy  mafter’s  mate  of  the  Bounty.  T.  ’’ 

pofTeffed, 
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poiïefled,  and  the  ringleader  of  the  mutiny,  had, 
with  nine  Tailors,  taken  refuge  in  another  ifland, 
whither  he  had  carried  with  him  feveral  of  the 
natives.  An  officer  of  the  Pandora,  who  ar- 
rived at  the  Cape,  -affierted  that  Biigh  had  be- 
haved .very  improperly  to  Chriflian,  and  thaj;  an 
abufe  of  authority  on  the  part  of  this  captain 
had  been  the  caufe  of  his  misfortunes.  Chriltian, 
notvvithftanding  his  rank  of^mafter,  had  been 
ill-treated  by  the  orders  of  Biigh,  and  ufed  as  if 
he  had  been  the  lowed  Tailor.  If  this  fadl  be 
true,  Biigh  has  not  been  lincere  in  affierting  that 
he  had  always  behaved  to  him  with  the  greateft 
kind  nefs. 

« 

There  were  at  the  Cape  eighteen  fhips,  of 
wl'iich  twelve  were  Dutch,  two  French,  two 
American,  and  two  Engiifh. 

At  Tunrife  we  Tainted  the  citadel  with  thirteen 
guns,  and  our  falute  was  returned  with  the  Tame 
number.  , , 

The  commander  of  the  expedition  went  on 
lljore  about  nine  o'clock  ; the  citadel  upon  that 
occafion  tired  fifteen  guns,  which  we  returned, 
gun  for  gun.  Tlie  governor  had  fent  feveral 
carriages,  with  a band  of  muficians,  to  wait 
for  Admiral  D'Entrecafteaux,  at  the  landing- 
place,  whence,  amid  the  found  of  martial 
mufic,  he  repaired  to  the  government-houfe, 

accompanied 
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accompanied  by  a few  officers.  He  was  received 
by  the  Council  affembled,  who  returned  his  vifit 
alinoll  immediately  at  the  houfe  of  the  French 
Chargé  d^Ajfatres^  where  he  had  alighted. 

The  greater  part  of  the  officers  took  lodgings 
on  ffiore. 

It  is  well  known  that  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Flope  the  Dutch  take  a pleafure'in  accommo- 
dating ilrangers  with  lodgings  at  their  houfes. 
The  moil  ufual  price  is  a piafter  a day.  I,  with 
forae  of  my  ffiipmates,  took  up  my  quarters  at 
the  houfe  of  M.  De  Lettre. 

Table  Mountain  was  enveloped  in  thick  clouds 
which  covered  its  fummit  ; a certain  prognoftica- 

tion,  in  this  feafon,  of  violent  winds  from  the 

/ 

fouth-eaff,  which  generally  blow  for  two  or 
three  days  together.  Till  the  evening  of  next 
day,  the  breeze  was  in  fa6l  fo  flrong,  that  du- 
ring all  that  time  no  boat  could  have  any  com- 
munication with  the  ffiore. 

Although  the  clouds  appeared  flationary  upon 
the  fummit  of  the  mountain,  even  when  the 
wind  blew  with  the  greateft  violence,  they  were 
inceffantly  fliifting  ; but  the  impulfe  which  they 
received  on  quitting  that  height  rendering  them 
more  diflbluble,  they  difperfed  in  the  air.  Great 
parts  of  thefe  clouds  were  often  feen  to  break 
and  immediately  to  difappear. 

The  fouth-eaft  wind,  fliortly  after,  began  to 

VOL.  I.  ^ G eome 
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come  down  from  the  heights  of  this  mountain 

towards  Cape  Town,  with  fuch  impetuolity,  that 

it  was  with  difficulty  that  any  perfon  could  pafs 

through  the  llreets  lituated  in  that  dire61ion  ; it 

was  almoft  impoffible  to  walk  againtl  the  wind, 

for  it  drove  before  it,  to  the  height  of  a man, 

fmall  flones  upwards  of  a centimeter  in  thicknefs,, 

« 

with  fo  much  violence,  that  the  people  were 
obliged  to  take  thelter  in  their  houfes. 

This  impetuous  wind,  of  which'  a number  of 
travellers  have  fpoken,  appears  to  me  to  be 
owing  to  the  lituation  of  the  lands,  which,  riling 
on  the  fea-fhore  from  Cape  Town  as  far  as  the 
well  point  of  the  entrance  of  Falfe  Bay,  oppofe 
a barrier  to  the  Ibuth-eaft  winds.  When  thefe 
winds  are  ingulfed  in  Falfe  Bay,  they  can  fol- 
low the  fame  diredlion  only  by  overcoming  that 
obltacle  placed  at  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Africa.  The  lower  current  of  air,  in  riling  to 
the  fummlt  of  thefe  mountains,  is  comprelTed 
by  the  higher  column,  which  counteradls  its 
dilatation;  it  mull  therefore,  as  foon  as  it  has 
cleared  thefe  heights,  readl  in  proportion  tOithe 
room  it  has  to  fpread.  Its  impetuolity  then  is 
fuch,  that  it  foraetimes  makes  the  velTels  moored 
in  the  road  Hart  their  anchors,  and  forces  them 

i 

to  put  to  fea. 

It  is  at  the  declivity  of  thefe  high  mountains 

that  this  wind  is  in  full  force;  and  indeed 

that 
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ihat  which  is  felt  at  a fmall  diftance  in  the 
Interior  of  the  country,  is  far  lefs  violent,  as  I 
•liad  occafion  to  remark  in  fomc  excurfions  which 
I made  to  places  at  different  diftances  from  the 
town. 

The  clouds  with  which  the  fummit  of  the 
mountains  is  then  covered  are  naturally  produced 
by  that  great  mafs  of  air,  which,  after  having  im- 
bibed a quantity  of  water  Irom  the  vaft  ocean 
which  it  has  juft  been  agitating,  rifes  in  order 
to  clear  this  fummit,  where  the  difference  of  the 
temperature  makes  appear  under  the  form  of 
clouds  the  water  that  it  can  no  longer  keep  in 
a ftate  of  diffblution. 

- The  bifcayan  * of  the  Ëfpérance,  which  by  the 
force  of  the  wind  had  broke  adrift  during  the 
night  from  the  ftern  of  that  Ihip,  was  loft.  Ta 
replace  it,  a whale-boat  was  purchafed  from  an 
American  veflel.  • . ' 

Although  the  fouth-eaft  wind  continued  ta 
blow  with  impetuofity,  I went  out  into  the 
environs  of  the  town,  where  I found  great 
quantities  of  the  fpccies  of  chirornci^  defignated 
under  the  names  of  trinervia  and  linoules.  The 
gorterja  fillaris  al  lb  growing  ht ' the  foot  of 

* A bifcayan  is  a long,  narrow  boat,  very  fharp  at  each  end,  and. 
calculated  for  going  through  a fwell.  It  derives  its  name  from 
thb  province  of  Bifcay,  on  the  coafl  of  which  it  is  in  general  ufe, 
and  there  called  harca  knga,  T. 
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thefe  mountains.  The  pretty  flirub  which  is 
known  to  naturalifts  by  the  name  of  brunia 
faleacea  adorned  the  firfl:  hills  by  which  the 
afcent  commences. 

It  will  be  eafily  believed,  that  with  fuch  a wind 
the  infedts  had  entirely  difappeared.. 

I vilited  the  Company’s  garden,  of  which  feve- 
ral  travellers  have  fpoken  with  rapture.  It  is 
however  no  more  than  a vaft  endofure,  where 
are  to  be  feen  avenues  of  tolerably  hnc:.  oaks. 
Some  of  the  beds  are  furrounded  with  myrtles^ 
in  the  midll  of  which  are  cultivated  different 
fortS'of  vegetables,  and  a very  few  exotic  flowers. 
There  have  been  alfo  fet  here  fome  European 
fruit-trees  ; and  I likewife  remarked  the  plantain- 
tree;  whofe  leaves  had  not  been  able  to  refifl  the 
violence  of  the  wind,  which  had  cut  them  into 
fhreds.  . 

There  was  a very  tame  bird  of  the  fpecies 
cdWcà.  fdlco  ferpentarlns^  in  a houle  belonging  to 
the  Governor. 

- The.  ménagerie^  which  is  fituated  at  the  end 
of  the  garden,  contains  only  a Ihiall  number  of 
fcarce  animals  ; the  oftrich,  the  zebra,  the  por- 
cupine, the  jackal,  and  a few  birds,  among 
which  I remarked  the  courly  à tête  nue  of 
‘Btiffon  ( tantalus  ealvuSy  Linn.).  ^ 

The  wind,  which  in  the  evening  abated  con- 
Tiderablv,  announced  to  us  the  return  of  fine 
weather. 


There 
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There  was  in  the  road  a flave-fliipj  lately' 
arrived  from  Mozambique  ; four  hundred 
negroes,  which  formed  its  cargo,  were  already 
landed.  It  was  a very  melancholy  fight  to  ob- 
ferve  thefe  miferable  creatures,  molt  of  them 
fcorbutic  after  -a  very  fhort  paffage,  crowdèd 
together  in  three  fmall  apartments,  whence  they  ‘ 
were  to  be  fhortly  carried  on  board,  in  order  to 
go  and  fupport,  by  the  fweat  of  their  brow,  the 
luxury  of  fome  rich  Weft. Indian.  This  trade 
had  been  carried  on  in  a place  where  dogs  are  in 
great  requeft.  The  perfons  who  traffic  in  human 
fteffi  do  not  bluffi  to  own  that  it  often  happens 
that  they  get  two  or  three  negroes  for  one  fine 
dog. 

I employed  the  day  .of  the  2 2d  in  vifiting 
Lion  Mountain.  This  mountain,  which  fakes 
its  name  from  the  figure  which  it  exhibits  at  the 
diftance  of  a few  myriameters  at  fca,  affords 
a foil  little  favourable  to  vegetation.  I there 
remarked,  almoft  every  where,  even  upon  the 
fea-fhore,  a hard  fteatites,  of  a grayifh  colour, 
and  fo  parched,. that  this  excurfion  procured  me 
but  a very  fmall  number  of  plants. 

On  the  following  day  I vifited  the  Devil’s 
Mountain.  The  impetuous  fouth-eaft  winds, 
the  force  of  which  is  much  greater  at  the  dccli-r 
vity  of  this  mouqtain  than  any  where  elfe,  have 
^ufily  procured  it  that  appellation.  The  charming 
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valley  which  feparates-  it  from  Lion  Mountain^ 
is  adorned  with  the  beautiful  fpecies  of  protea 
with  filvery  leaves  (protea  argentea,  Linn.),  the 
bufhy  tops  of  which  relifl  the  winds  that  oc- 
cafionally  come  down  with  violence  from  the 
fummit  of  thefe  mountains.  The  leaves  of 
thefe  trees  are  covered  with  a down,  which  is 
the  thicker  as  they  are  expofed  to  the  aâion  of 
the  air.  The  fame  thing  is  remarked  in  almofl 
all  plants  buffetted  by  the  winds  ; whence  it  is 
prefumable  that  this  down  fervcs  to  fecure  them 
from  the  damage  they  might  thence  receive. 

Here  was  no  longer  the  fterility  of  Lion. 
Mountain  ; vegetable produ61  ions  prefented  them- 
felves  in  abundance.  The  tulip  of  the  Cape 
(hccmanthis  cocemeus^  Linn.)  bedecked  the  moft 
gradual  Hopes  : a great  variety  of  fpecies  of  aicre 
iffued  from  the  clefts  of  the  fteep  rocks  ; and 
the  pretty  compound  flower  known  by  the  name 
of  Jitehe  gnapJialoldes,  grew  with  feveral  other 
plants  towards  their  bafe. 

Being  obliged  to  employ  a good  deal  of  time 
in  the  prefervation  of  the  plants  which  I had 
collected  the  day  before,  I was  not  able  to 
undertake  a long  excurtion  on  the  24th  ; I 
therefore  contented  myfelf  with  flrojling  about 
the  environs  of  the  town. 

The  baflard  aloe,  known  under  the  denomi^ 
nation  of  agav^  vroipara^  was  fiill  in  full  flower. 

. . I admired 
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i admired  for  fome  tijne  the  .llghtnefs  with 
which  the  titmoufe  (parus  ater^  Linn.)  culled  the 
faccharine  juice  that  exudes  from  the  glands 
fituated  at  the  bottom  of  the  corollas.  I killed 
with  regret  ^bme  of  thefe  charming  birds^ih  order 
to  preferve  their  fkin. 

Three  of  us  belonging  to  the  expedition  were 
following  a narrow  path  at  a fliort  diftance  from 
the  country-houfe  of  the  Fifcal,  named  Dénefs. 
This  man,  accuftomed  to  defpotic  power,  at- 
tempted to  prevent  us  from  paffing  through  un- 
cultivated fields,  which-  he  took  great  care  to  tell 
us  were  his  property  : we  were  firangely  fur- 
prlfed  at  fuch  a prohibition.  The  Fifcal  could  not 
fuppofe  that  we  would  have  the  temerity  to  pafe 
on.  Howeveî’,  after  having  obferved  to. him 
that  we  could  do  no  damage  in  fields  that  were  ^ 
uncultivated  and  covered  vvith  (tones,  we  followed 
our  road.  This  petty  Vizier,  feeing  the  little  re- 
spect which  we  paid  to  his  orders,  and  not  being 

\ 

able  to  reply  to  our  obfervations,  flew  into  a great 
paffion,  and  faid  to  us  in  his  barbarous  jar- 
gon, that  he  had  cautioned  us,  and  that  there 
was  no  need  of  farther  explanation. 

Two  negroes  belonging  to  the  town  accom- 
panied us:  thefe  poor  fellows  fhuddered  at  the' 
voice  of  the  Fifcal,  and  could  hardly  be  per- 
fuaded  to  follow  us.  They  told  us,  trembling, 
tliat  it  was  M.  Dénefs  who  ordered  the  beatings 
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that  were  infii6ted  in  Cape  Town,  by  order  of 
the  police. 

It  is  to  be  obferved,  that  this  officer,  having  the 
charge  of  the  public  money,  has  a right  of  in- 
fpedlion  of  all  the  perfons  employed  by  the 
Company  : his  fundlions  are  befides  independent. 
It  is  monflrous  to  fee  fuch  a title  conferred  on 
the  head  of  the  police,  who  may  with  im- 
punity commit  extortions,  for  which  his  place 
gives  him  all  opportunities  ; for  he  fixes  the 
punifhments,  and  receives  their  produce  : thus 
a pecuniary  penalty  only  is  inflicted  on  thofe 
who  can  pay,  and  a beating  on  thofe  who  cannot. 

I employed  the  25tliTin  viliting  Table  Moun- 
tain, fo  called  from  the  horizontal  plane  which 
its  fummit  prefents  when  feen  from  a dif- 
tance. 

I feveral  times  eroded  a brook  that  runs  from 
this  mountain.  The  large  fmooth  ftones  which 
are  to  be  met  with  on  its  banks,  prove  that  the 
waters  rufh  down  there  in  torrents  in  the  rainy 
feafon. 

I had  reached  the  middle  of  the  moun- 
tain, when  I found  the  thefium  JtriEîum»  When 
I had  afeended  a little  farther  I met  with  the 
very  fine  fpécies  of  umbella^  known  to  botanifls 
under  the  name  of  hernias  depauperatà  i then 
came  the  pretty  heath  called  acrojilchum  pedtU 
natuniy  the  iubon  galbanum y the  rejtio  /implex,  &c. 

- ' ' j 
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I had  juft  clambered  up  acclivities  formed  of 

a very  hard  free-ftone,  above  which  were  blocks 

of  quartz  of  a beautiful  white  ; thefe  maffcs  fervp 

as  the  bafe  of  a micacious  fchiftus  difpofcd  ïh 

» 

ftrata  very  clofe  to  each  other. 

After  having  afcended  more  than  two  thirds 
of  a kilometer  in  perpendicular'  height,  I at 
length  reached  a break,  which  when  feen  from 
the  town  did  not  feem  calculated  to  aftbrd  a 
paflage  to  the  top  of  this  mountain:  but  the  i 
diftance  had  deceived  me  ; for  I found  here  a 
path,  the  accefs  to  which  is  not  difficult  to 
perfons  accuftomed  to  travel  over  mountains  : it 
is  beftdes  the  road  moft  frequented  in  order  to 
arrive  at  this  fummit,  which  it  would  not  be  eafy 
to  reach  any  other  way. 

Although  at  near  a kilometer  of  perpendicular 
height,  the  heat  of  the  atmofphere  caufed  the 
thermometer  placed  in  the  fhade  to  rife  only  to 
20  degrees. 

Fire- wood  is  very  fcarce  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  If  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate  exempts 
the  inhabitants  from  the  neceftity  of  uftng  ar- 
tificial heat  to  protedl  themfelves  againft  the  in- 
clemency of  the  weather,  ftill  they  have  occafion 
for  fire  to  drefs  their  food.  Slaves  are  employed 
to  fetch  the  little  wood  that  they  need,  even 
^ood  way  beyond  Table  Mountain.  We  met 
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feveral  negroes  carrying  to  the  town  branches-  of 
various  ihrubs,  among  which  I remarked  the 
ciinonla  Capenfis^  and  many  fine  fpecies  of  prolea, 
I experienced  a great  pleafure  in  feeing  thefc 
beautiful  plants,  but  it  was  not  a little  damped 
from  the  confideration  that  they  had  been  cut 
only  to  burn.  I took  fome  fpecimens  of  them  ; 
and  the  negroes,  whofe  burden  I had  confider- 
ably  lightened,  continued  their  way  down  to 
Cape  Town.  We  were  difirefied  to  fee  thefe 
unfortunate  creatures  going  on  without  flopping, 
although  the  fudden  declivity  of  the  mountain 
feemed  to  make  it  abfolutely  neceflary  for  them 
to  take  breath. 

The  mountains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
town  ferve  as  an  afylum  for  the  runaway  flaves, 
who,  from  barbarous  treatment,  have  been  im- 
pelled to  defert.  Under  cover  of  the  night,  they, 
from  the  preffure  of  hunger,  approach  the  ha- 

I 

bitations,  in  order  to  obtain  by  health,  at  the 
rifk  of  their  life,  fome  fiender  means  of  fub- 
fi hence.  It  is  eafy  to  judge  of  all  the  horror 
infpired  by  the  ufage  that  they  experience  in 
the  town,  from  the  miferable  exihcnce  to  which 
they  give  the  preference.  It  would  not  be  unat- 
tended with  danger  to  go  alone  and  without 
arms,  near  the  caverns  in  the  rocks  where  thefe 
wretches,  driven  by  defpair,  conceal  thcmfelves 

front 
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from  the  light  of  day,  ia  order  to  efcapc 
fia  very. 

Some  drops  of  water,  which  in  thefe  heights 
ooze  between  the  ftrata  of  a micacious  fchhlus, 
afford  the  traveller  the  means  of  quenching  his 
third:. 

The  lofty  banks  of  the  break  by  which  we  as- 
cended were  clothed  with  the  mofl  beautiful 
lilacious  plants,  among  which  the  antholiza 
Æthiopïça  was  particularly  dlftinguiniable  from 
the  brilliancy  of  its  charming  fcarlet  flowers. 

Having  reached  the  top  of  Table  Mountain, 
we  were  beginning  to  make  an  attack  upon  our 
provlflons,  when  we  faw  coming  towards  us  foine 
perfons  belonging  to  the  Elperance,  who  had 
made  an  excurfion  thither  without  furnifhing: 
themfelvcs  with  provender  : we  had  the  pleafure 
of  fharing  with  them  our  frugal  repaft. 

The  clouds,  which  during  the  preceding  days 
had  fettled  upon  the  fummlt  of  Table  Mountain, 
had  occafloned  fuflicient  rain  to  form  little  pools 
in  the  hollows  of  the  rock,  in  which  I found  q. 
great  number  of  pretty  plants. 

Almoft  the  whole  extent  of  Falfe  Bay  was  to- 
be  dilcovered  from  the  top  of  the  mountain, 
every  part  of  which  I carefully  vifited.  I 
returned  wdth  an  abundant  colleélion  of  vege- 
tables, by  the  fame  road  that  we  had  followed  in 
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ascending  ; and  it  was  dark  when  we  arrived  at 
the  town. 

On  the  26th,  after  having  made  all  the  nc- 
ceflary  preparations  for  preferving  the  fpecimens 
oollc6tcd  the  day  before,  I took  a walk  to  the 
ca  ft  ward.  • 

Beyond  the  head  of  the  bay  there  is  a vaft 
plain  of  fand,  in  the  midft  of  which  I was 
aftoni fired  to  fee  a prodigious  quantity  of  vege- 
tables. Thofe  which  are  here  moft  frequently 
met  with,  are  different  fpecles  of  diofma,  poly  gala  ^ 
and  horhonia  ; they  could  not  fland  fo  great 
aridity,  if  their  roots  did  not  penetrate  deep 
into  the  ground,  to  feek  there  the  moiflure  necef- 
iary  to  keep  them  alive. 

I had  occafion  to  crofs  feveral  rivulets,  the 
waters  of  which,  fupplied  by  the  neighbouring 
mountains,  are  partly  loft  in  the  fands  before 
they  reach  the  fea.  It  is  in  thefe  moift  fpots  that 
grows  the  beautiful  iilaccous  plant  known  under 
the  name  of  gethyllis fptralis. 

Holes  made  in  the  fand  arc  retorted  to  by  ' 
fnakes,  which  are  frequently  found  aflecp  on 
their  edges,  but  glide  into  them  immediately  on 
the  approach  of  any  perfon. 

On  the  27th  I returned,  for  the  fécond  time, 
to  viftt  Table  Mountain.  I deviated  a little  from 
the  ufual  road,  and  I enriched  my  colleclion 
•witi4  a number  of  plants  which  I had  not  before 
found. 
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It  would  take  a great  deal  of  time  to  exhauft 
all  the  vegetable  riches  of  a country  which  pro- 
duces them  in  fo  great  variety.  A heavy  fog 
luddenly  covered  the  fummit  where  I was,  and 
obliged  me  to  come  down.  Enveloped  in  fo 
thick  a mift,  it  would  have  been  impoffible  for 
me  to  find  my  way,  had  I not  been  very  near  the 
road  which  led  to  the  foot  of  the  mountain. 
Although  the  wind  was  not  high  on  Table 
Mountain,  the  clouds  did  not  the  lefs  break  after 
they  had  palled  it,  and  they  became  condenfed  in 
the  fame  manner  as  by  the  impetuous  winds  from, 
the  fouth-eafl. 

On  the  28th  I ftrolled  over  the  environs  of  the 
town,  and  farther  increafed  my  colledlion  of 
plants. 

I had  hitherto  found  only  a final!  number  of 
infeéls  ; for  they  do  not  delight  in  places  fo  mucii 
expofed  to  the  winds. 

On V the  29th  I made  an  excurfion  behind 

Table  Mountain,  following  the  road  which  fepa- 

rates  it  from  Lion  Mountain. 

« 

The  cyanella  Capenfis  w^as  growing  quite  clofe 
to  the  fea-fhore. 

As  foon  as  we  had  reached  the  heights,'  I had 
the  pleafure  of , feeing  the  declivity  of  the  rocks 
covered  with  different  fpecies  of  heaths,  among 
which  the  erica  halicacaha  was  diflinguifhable  by 
its  oval  form  and  the  beauty  of  its  flowers. 
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The  difa  grandiflor a,  one  of  the  fineft  plants  of 
the  family  of  the  orchis,  adorned  ihe  banks  of  the 
fmall  rivulets  which  flowed  in  thefe  elevated 
regions. 

This  excurfion  was  the  more  agreeable^  as  I 
had  with  me  M.  Maflbn,  whole  Travels  have 
added  conflderably  to  botanical  fcience. 

The  following  days  were  employed  in  making 
frefli  fearches  in  the  fpots  which  I had  already 
vifited  : their  vegetation  is  fo  diverfified,  that  I 
always  found  new  riches. 

An  Englith  frigate,  which  had  arrived  from 
Tellichcry,  anchored  for  five  days  in  Table  Bay; 
the  was  going  to  England,  with  an  account  of 
an  engagement  that  had  been  fought  between 
the  French  frigate  la  Refolue,  Captain  Gala- 
man,  carrying  twelve  pounders,  and  the  Englifh 
frigate  Phœnix,  carrying  cightcens.  The  Captain 
of  the  Englifh  frigate  had  wiflied  to  examine 
foine  French  fhips  under  convoy  of  our  frigate. 

The  Englifh,  according  to  their  cuftom,  at- 
tempted to  fpread  unfavourable  reports  refpc6l- 
ing  the  condu6l  of  Captain  Calaman,  who, 
by  the  details  which  we  received  from  the 
I fie  of  France,  had,  in  this  affair,  condufled 
himfelf  with  equal  firmnefs  and  greatnefs  of 
mind.  The  commander  of  the  Phoenix  frigate 
ought  to  have  filenced  thefe  rumours,  by  pro- 
mulgating the  faéls  ; but  it  appears  that  he  had 

an 
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an  iiitereix  in  dllgnifing  them  : for  it  is  unheard 
of,  that,  under  the  colours  of  a frigate  ot  the 
French  government,  the  Englilh  fhould  take  the 
liberty  to  examine  veffels  under  her  convoy. 

The  Crown,  an  Englilh  line  of  battle  fliip, 
which  arrived  a day  after  the  frigate,  obferved 
the  fame  condudt^ 

I think  It  proper  to  remark,  that  our  com-, 
mander,  having  fent  an  officer  on  board  of  thelb 
two  ffiips,  in  order  to  comply  with  the  civilities 
. cuflomary  on  fuch  occafions,  the  two  captains 
had  the  ill  manners  to  take  no  notice  of  this^ 
vlfit. 

I had  already  colledled  moil  of  the  vege- 
table prodiiâions  that  are  to  be  found  at  this 
leafon  in  tlie  neighbourhood  of  the  Cape.  I 
could  not  promife  myfelf  a more  abundant  har- 
veft,  without  going  to  a diltance.  Some  moun- 
tains, defignated  by  the  Dutch  under  the  name 
of  Franche-Hoek,.  fituated  to  the  eaftward  at  a' 
confiderably  greater  diftance  from  the  town  than 
their  appearance  feemed  to  me  to  indicate, 
infpired  me  for  fome  days  with  a defire  to 
vilit  them  : their  afpe6t  made  me  hope  to  find 
tliere  a great  variety  of  fpccimens. 

1 fct  out  on  the  9th  of  February.  The  gardener 
belonging  to  the  expedition  was  of  the  party. 

A Hottentot  led  a horfe  that  carried  our  bag- 
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gage.  For  an  interpreter  we  had  a young  nc^o^ 
who  fcarcely  knew  a word  of  French. 

A paflport,  with  which  we  were  obliged  to  be 
provided,  was  fent  to  me  by  M.  Berg,  one  of 
the  motl  amiable  and  belt  informed  men  in  the 
colony.  ^ ' 

Colonel  Gordon,  the  com'mahdef  of  the  troops 
at  the  Cape,  had  given  me  letters  of  introduâîon 

to  feveral  of  the  inhabitants. 

# 

Colonel  Gordon  is  the  celebrated  traveller, 
who  gave  Buftbn  the  firft  juft  ideas  refpedting 
the  giraffe,  or  camelopard,  an  animal  till  then 
little  known.  This  officer,  excited  by  the  deftre 
of  making  difcoveries  in  natural  hiftory,  pene- 
trated into  the  interior  of  Africa,  as  far  as  the 
2ift  degree  of  fonth  latitude.  He  repeatedly 
told  me,  that  he  made  at  that  diftance,  of  more 
than  1 2°  north  of  the  Cape,  barometrical  obfer- 
vations,  which  proved  to  him,  that  the  ground 
Was  upwards  of  two  kilometers  in  perpendicular 
elevation  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  without 
his  being  able  to  perceive  in  his  progrefs  any 
fenfible  rife  in  the  ground  ; but,  on  the  con- 
trary, he  thought  himfelf  in  a fomewhat  elevated 
plain.  Tlicfe  obfervations,  which  he  repeated 
feveral  days  after,  feem  to  indicate,  that  the 
ground  riles  by  an  imperceptible  acclivity  to  a 
lieight  which  is  not  elfcwhere  found  in  the 
bigheft  mountains. 
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I leave  ît  to  natural  phllofophers  to  decide, 
whether  in  this  cafe  the  fall  of  the  mercury  ia 
the  barometer  may  not  proceed  from  fome  other 
caufe  than  that  which  produces  a limllar  effedl 
when  it  is  placed  in  more  elevated  fit  nations. 

We  met  a number  of  waggons  drawn  by  three 
or  four  pair  of  oxen  ; they  were  returning  empty', 
each  led  by  a Hottentot,  who  flanding  about 
the  middle  of  this  carriage,  with  a long  whip  ia 
his  hand,  diredbed  his  cattle  with  wonderful 
ikill.  Although  the  foremoll  oxen  were  very  far 
from  him,  he  did  not  the  lefs  certainly  hit  the 
^part  at  which  he  flruck,  in  the  ox  that  he  wilhed 
to  urge  on. 

Our  Hottentot  walked  along  fmoking  his 
pipe,  and  occafionally  filling  his  belly  with 
Hottentot’s  figs,  mefembryanthemum  edule^  that 
grow  on  the  road-fide,  in  the  midll  of  fands, 
without  thinking  of  the  load  of  our  horfe,  which 
he  made  follow  him  ; accordingly  our  baggage 
fell  off  feveral  times,  and  would  have  remained 
in  the  middle  of  the  road,  had  we  not  attended  to 
the  fmoker,  who  always  continued  his  way  ; it 
was  neceflary  to  frighten  him  by  threats^  in 
order  to  draw  him  from  his  apathy,  and  make 
him  more  attentive. 

Different  fpecics  of  geranium^  foTigala^  lohelia^ 
&c.  covered  the  fandy  plain,  over  which  we 
travelled. 
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Having  arrived  at  places  fomewhat  more  ele- 
vated, vve  began  to  fee  a few -antelopes,  but  they 
fet  off  at  too  great  a diftance  for  us  to  be  able  to 
fire  at  them. 

It  was  two  hours  after  dark  before  we  arrived 
at  Bottelary,  at  the  houfe  of  M.  Bpfman.  The 
letter  of  recommendation  which  M.' Gordon  had 
given  me  to  this  worthy  cultivator,  procured  us 
a very  friendly’ reception.  It  was  fupper-time, 
and  he  was  at  table  in  the  midft  of  his  numerous 
family.  • fie  immediately  invited  us  to  take 
a place  betide  him,  and  prefented  us  with  a 
Ifrons!;  a2*recable  wine  of  the  growth  of  Bot- 
telary,  which  forne  merchants  of  the  town  fell 
at  a great  price  for  Contlancia  ; it  is,  however, 
much  inferior;  and  indeed  M.  Bofman  ob- 
ferved  to  us,  that  it  could  be  got  at  a-  twelfth 
part  of  the  price  of  the  other. 

M.  Bofman,  infulated  in  the  midd  of  fands, 
on  a fmall  fpot  of  land  tit  for  culture,  was  natu- 
rally eager  for  news  ; but  the  manner  in  which 
we  made  ourfelves  underdood  to  him  was  ex- 
ceffively  troublefome,  for  our  black  interpreter 
was  dill  more  ignorant  than  we  had  tilT  then 
thought  him.  After  having  patfed  a long  time 
in  faying  very  little,  we  retired  to  take  fome  repofe, 
of  which  we  were  much  in  need.  ^ There  was 
not  one  of  us  who  did  not  envy  the  peaceable 
life  led  by  this  refpeâable  man,  in  the  middle  of  a 
2 family. 
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family,  who  blended  the  moft  amiable  cj[uallties 
with  great  fimplicity  of  manners. 

On  the  loth,  when  the  day  began  to  dawn, 
we  rambled  over  the  environs  of  this  charming 

t 

habitation.  M.  Bohnan’s  garden  prefented  to 
our  view  moll  of  the  vegetables  and  fruits  of 
Europe;  fine  plantations  of  almond4rees  were 
railed  oppofite  to  the  houfc,  and  it  was  fur- 
rounded  with  plots  of  vines,  which  form  the 
principal  wealth  of  this  cultivator. 

As  foon  as  the  fun  appeared  in  tlfe  horizon, 
M.  Bofman’s  young  daughters  feeing  us  em- 
ployed in  picking  up  inlefts,  wifhed  to  contri- 
bute towards  enriching  our  colleflion.  They  ran 
about  the  garden  with  inconceivable  agility,  and 
brought  us  from  time  to  time  a very  good  choice, 
among  the  fpecies,  the  colours  of  which  were 
the  moft  brilliant. 

As  we  were  fhortly  to  fail  from  the  Cape,  we 
had  fcarcely  time  left  to  vifit  the  mountains  of 
Franche-Hoek.  It  was  with  lively  regret  that 
vre  quitted  our  amiable  entertainers. 

We  arrived  early  at  Stellenbofch,  where  we 
ftopped  at  the  houfe  of  M.  Hoffman. 

The  manner  in  which  we  were  received  at  Stel- 
Icnbofch  formed  a ftriking  contrail  with  the  free 
and  hearty  welcome  which  we  had  experienced  at 
Bottelary.  We  were  here  in  a very  handlbmc 
village;  but  we  were  wrong  in  expecting  that 
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frank  amenity  which  fo  much  charaSerifes  the 
cultivators  of  the  Cape.  I imagined  that  a letter 
of  introduâion  from  M.  Gordon,  addrefled  to  M. 
Hoffman,  would  be  fufficient  to  make  us  known; 
it  was  not,  however,  till  after  a long  examination 
of  our  paffport,  that  M.  Hoffman  alked  us  to 
flop  at  his  houfe.  There  are  no  inns  at  Stellen- 
bofch  more  than  at  Cape  Town  ; but  the  Dutch 
fake  care  to  fupply  the  wants  of  travellers,  for  à 
price  which  prevents  the  hofl  from  being  out 
of  pocket.  At  M.  Hoffmaffs  houfe  we  were 
pretty  much  upon  the  fame  footing  as  at  the 
Cape. 

I went  next  day  to  vlfit  the  hills  in  the  vicinity 
of  Stellenbofch. 

The  fine  tree  known  to  botanifls  under  the 
name  of  hrahe'ium  JîeUuVifoh2im^  remarkable  for  its 
fruit,  which  is  fhaped  nearly  like  an  almond, 
grew  on  the  banks  of  a fmall  river  that  runs 
throuïfh  the  town. 

Some  c/;r///V,  and  the  fpecies  ofy?ro/^<^ 
fallens,  fpeciofa^  with  a great  many  other  plants, 
were  here  added  to’ my  colleâion. 

We  fet  out  on  the  12th,  with  an  intention  of 
reaching  Franche-Hoek  that  evening. 

This  place,  the  name  of  which  indicates  the 
abode  of  fome  Frenchmen,  ferves  as  an  afyluni 
to  a few  Proteflant  families,  who  having  been 
perfecuted  in  Europe  .on  account  of  , their  reli- 
i . , gious 
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gîous  opinions^  croffed  the  Teas  in  1675,  in  order 
to  fix  their  abode  in  this  part  of  Africa,  where 
they  were  well  received  by  the  Governor,  Simon 
Vandier  Stel,  who  furnilhed  them  with  all  the 
means  of  employing  thcmfelves  in  agriculture. 

The  fouth-eafi  wind/blcw  with  fuch  force  as 
to  retard  our  progrefs;  it  was,  however,  far  from 
being  fo  violent  as  that  which  was  at  the  fame 
time  felt  at  Cape  Town,  where  we  learnt  on  our 
return,  that  it  had  been  extremely  impetuous. 
The  great  difference  in  the  ftrength  of  tbefe 
winds  undoubtedly  arifes  from  a local  caufe,  as  I 
have  already  endeavoured  to  explain. 

On  the  fame  day,  the  boat  belonging  to  the 
Efperance,  commanded  by  Citizen  Lc  Grand,  not 
being  able  to  reach  the  thip,  was  obliged  to  run 
for  fhelter  to  leeward  of  Robben  iflaud. 

We  had  to  walk  two  hours  in  the  dark  before 
we  got  to  Franche- Hoek,  to  the  houfe  of  M. 
Gabriel  Deprat,  to  whom  I had  a letter  of  in- 
trodudion.  He  being  abfent,  one  of  his  neigh* 
hours,  Jacob  de  Villiers,  came  to  invite  us^  to 
take  up  oiff  ejuarters  at  hkTioufe,  wFere  we 
were  very  well  received. 

The  names  of  thefe  colonifts  made  us  hope 
that  we  Ihould  now  find  perfons'who  could  fpeak 
our  own  language  ; but  although  of  French  ex* 
traction,  they,  being  obliged  fo  fpeak  Dutch,  had 
retained  no  more  of  their  mother- tongue  than 
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the  names  of  their  progenitors.  The  only  per- 
foii  that  Itill  underflood’  French  was  a woman 
of  fourfeore. 

It  may  not  be  unacceptable  to  my  countrymen 
to  know  the  French*  families  that  ftill  live  in 
the  midh  of  thefe  mountains;  their  names  are  as 
follow: 

Loinbart,  Faure^  Fotif,  Blignant,  Dupleffis, 
Marée,  Ponté,  Naudé,  Cronier,  Hugo,  de  Villiers, 
Marais,  de  Buifîbn,  le  Roux,  Deprat,  RoufTeaux, 
Villiers,  Terrons,  Hubert. 

We  were  in  a pleafant  valley,  where  the  rays 
pf  the  fun  being  concentrated  by  the  furround- 
ing  mountains,  quickly  ripen  the  grape,  which 
forms  the  principal  wealth  of  thefe  inhabitants  : 
they  here  alio  cultivate  wheat. 

The  two  following  days  were  employed  in, 
climbing  the  neighbouring  heights.  Among  the 
number  of  plants  which  I here  colle61ed  in  great 
quantities,  were  pro  tea  Jîorïda  and  ferrarïa. 

Thefe  mountains  were  formed  in  a great  mea- 
fure  of  granite,  and  a very  hard  free-flone  : the 
vegetable  mo’uld  which  covers  them,  goes  to  fer- 
tilize the  vallies,  where  the  inhabitants  refide; 
thence  they  imifl  traverfe  the  funds  with  which 
they  are  furrounded,  in  order  to  carry  to  the 
town  the  produce  of  their  culture  : this  lituation 
is  common  to  all  the  fettlements  at  a diflance 
from  the  Cape.  Individuals  have  been  obliged 
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to  go  and  feck,  at  more  than  a hundred  myria- 
mcters,  in  the  interior  of  Africa,  fome  "fpots  'of 
land  fit  for  cultivation,  which  are  flrewn  like  fo 
many  iflots  in  the  imdil  of  a fea  of  fand,  where 
every  one  has  adopted  the  kind  of  culture  which 
appears  to  him  bed  adapted  to  the  corner  of 
land  he  has  fixed  upon  to  clear.  Negro  flaves, 
although  employed  in  the  hardefl  labours,  are 
here  generally  treated  with  kindnefs.  It  is  re- 
markable that,  very  different  from  the  Spaniards, 
who  always  endeavour  to  make  profelytes,  the 
Dutch  leave  their  flaves  in  the  molt  perfed;  ig- 
norance of  their  religion. 

We  faw  feveral  times,  upon  the  trees,  fnakes, 
which  the  people  of  -the  country  dread  exceed- 
ingly; they  were  watching  the  birds,  which  often 
become  their  prey. 

The  zebra  is  very  common  in  thefc  heights  ; 
it  lets  off  with  prodigious  rapidity  at  the  fight  of 
a man. 

The  monkey  called  magot  by  Buffon  (fimia 
Inuus^  Linn.)  fometimes  approached  the  ha-^ 
bitation  where  we  were  flaying.  I was  witnefs 
to  a very  lingular  fad,  which  gave  me  a proof 
of  the  authority  of  thefe  animals  over  their 
young.  A large  monkey  followed  by  a very 
young  one,  thinking  ^himfelf  perfedly  unfeen, 
took  hold  of  the  little  one  with  one  of  his  fore- 
pa  vvs,  i\.nd  holding  it  up  from  the  ground,  flruck 
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it  a long  time  with  his  other  paw.  If  monkies 
know  how  to  proportion  punifhment  to  guilt,  the 
little  ape’s  crime  muft  have  been  very  great, 
for  it  was  feverely  beaten. 

The  olive  blackbird  of  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  the  bunting,  the  darling  of  the  Cape, 
fomc  wood-peckers,  he.  were  the  birds  which  I 
found  -moft  common  on  this  fhort  journey. 

The  near  approach  of  the  period  of  our  de- 
parture from  the  Cape  obliged  us  to  leave 
Franche-Hoek  much  fooner  than  we  could  have 
wifhed.  We  were  fo  anxious  to  proceed  to  the 
town,  that  we  took  our  leave  of  the  worthy 
Jacob  dc  Villicrs  on  the  14th,*  at  ten  o’clock  at 
night,  and  immediately  fet  out  on  our  return. 
We  travelled  all  night,  and  did  not  arrive  at  the 
town  the  next  day  till  the  fame  hour,  having 
followed  the  road  by  Paarl-Berg  and  Paarde- 
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Berg.  This  walk  could  not  but  be  fatiguing  to 
perfons,  who  for  feveral  days  had  fcarcely  taken 
any  red;  and  indeed  one  of  the  fervants  belong- 
ing to  the  Efperance,  Emard  Serpoy,  who  had 
accompanied  us  from  his  fondnefs  for  fhooting, 
was  fo  overpowered  by  drowdnefs  in  the  middle 
of  the  night,  that  he  was  obliged  to  deep  in  the 
road  for  half  an  hour,  before  he  could  continue 
to  follow, us.  Although  this  man  was  very 
flout,  the  want  of  red:  had  fo  completely  ab- 
forbed  all  his  faculties,  that  it  would  have  been 
' altogether 
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altogether  impoffible  for  hîm  to  go  farther  on^ 
without  this  fliort  nap. 

I learnt  with  concern,  on  ipy  return  from 
Franche-Hoek,  that  we  were  to  lofe  three  of  our 
ihipmates;  they  had  juft  aiked  the  Admiral’s 
perniiftion  to  leave  the  Ihip,  not  being  able  to 
proceed  farther  on  the  expedition,  on  account  of 
their  health  : thefe  were  Bertrand  the  aftronomer, 
Blavier  the  naturalift,  and  Ely  the  painter- 
Bertrand  had  gone  fome  days  before  to  make 
barometrical  obfervations  on  Table  Mountain, 
where  he  had  a fall,  from  which  he  fufFered  ex- 
tremely. I was  informed  on  my  return  to  France, 
that  he  did  not  enjoy  the  happinefs  of  again 
feeing  his  country  ; for  he  died  at  the  Cape,  a 
Ihort  time  after  our  departure. 

Cape  Town  being  built  fo  that  all  the  roofs 
of  the  houfes  are  flat,  has  a tolerably  handfomc 
appearance.  Its  means  of  defence  againft  the 
fea  have,  of  late  years,  been  increafed. 

The  Admiral  advifed  me,  on  account  of  the 
ihip  being  fo  much  encumbered,  to,  dépolit  the 
colle6lions  of  natural  hiftory,  which  1 had  made 
during  my  flay  at  the  Cape,  with  the  Agent  of 
the  French  government,  named  Gui,  who  pro- 
mifed  to  forw^ard  them  to  France  by  the  firft  op- 
portunity. They  have  not,  however,  arrived  at 
the  place  of  their  deftination.  I learnt  at  the 
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lile  of  France,  on  my  return  from  the  South  Sea, 
that  the  naturalifts,  Mace,  and  Aubert  Petit 
Thouars,  had  feen  them  thrown  alide  in  a garret 
in  this  Agent’s  houfe,  a long  time  after  our  de- 
parture from  the  Cape,  although  there  had  oc- 
curred many  opportunities  of  which  he  might 
have  availed  himlelf,  had  he  been  difpofed  to  be 
faithful  to  his  engagements. 

The  Cape  of  Good  Hope  is  one  of  the  parts 
of  the  globe  which  mod:  deferves  to  fix  the  at- 
tention of  a commercial  people.  From  its  fitua- 
tion,  it  forms  an  almoft . necefiary  refrefhing- 
placc  for  fhips  bound  to  the  Eafl  Indies.  The 
provifions  which  it  furnifhes  are  abundant;  but 
the  prohibitory  regulations  daily  diminifh  the 
number  of  fhips,  which  endeavour  to  arrive  at 
their  place  of  deflination  without  touching  at 
this  roadftead  : others  go  to  St.  Helena,  where 
they  can  be  vi6luallcd  at  a cheaper  rate. 

The  mercantile  fpirit  of  the  Dutch  Eafl  India 
Company  has  often  induced  them  to  feign  a 
great  fcarcity  at  the  Cape,  in  order  to  enhance 
the  price  of  proviiions.  The  cultivators  are  not 
allowed  to  contrail  directly  with  foreigners  for 
the  produce  of  their  culture,  but  are  obliged  to 
difpofe  of  them  to  the  Company,  who  often  give 
them  not  a fourth  of  the  price  at  which  they 
j-eferve  the  right  to  fell  them. 

The  oppreffion  excrcifed  by  the  upper  agents 
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tmvards  their  inferiors,  turns  alfo  to  the  prejudice 
of  navigators,  who  cannot  efcape  the  avidity 
of  fo  many  perfons  leagued  againd  them.  The 
diflike  which  this  cupidity  mud  naturally  excite 
to  putting  in  there,  will  lead  this  country  to  its 
dedrudtion.  A ruinous  luxury,  which  has  for 
fome  years  beetf  introduced  among  the  women, 
has  greatly  changed  the  manners  of  the  inha- 
bitants: the  European  falhions  are  there  fought 
after  with  eagernefs. 

It  is  to  be  regretted,  that  there  have  been  go- 
vernments fudiciently  blind  to  their  own  ih- 
tered,  to  leave  fo  long  at  the  difpofal  of  a com- 
pany of  merchants,  one  of  the  places  the  mofi: 
important  to  the  navigation  of  India.  Beddes, 

political  views  are,  in  fuch  an  affociation,  very 
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fubordinate  to  the  third  of  gain  which  governs  it, 
and  which  is  frequently  contrary  to  the  national 
intered, 

Commidaries  coming  from  Europe  were  ex- 
pected to  put  thefe  affairs  on  a 'better  footing; 
but  although  fome  were  fent  out  at  different 
times,  things  remained  jud  as  they  were. 

W e replaced  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  the 
providons  which  we  bad  expended  before  our 
arrival  there.  It  would  have  been  dedrable  that 
this  fupply  had  alfo  extended  to  articles  of  bad 
quality,  with  which  we  had  been  provided  be- 
fore our  departure  from  Europe.  The  contrac- 
tors 
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tors  had  there  deceived  us,  refpedting  the  quality 
of  the  wine;  it  had  been  charged  double  the 
ordinary  price  paid  for  the  beft,  and  for  fuch  as 
would  have  kept  a long  time  ; whereas  a part 
of  it  was  already  pricked,  on  our  arrival  at  the 
Cape  : it  would  have  alfo  been  the  more  import- 
ant to  have  changed  it,  as  it  was  impoffible  for 
us  to  procure  any  afterwards.  We  might  have 
had  our  choice  between  the  country  wine  and 
claret,  as  there  was  a veflel  lying  in  the  bay 
laden  with  the  latter.  I cannot  conceive  why 
-this  flep  was  not  taken:  our  bad  wine  turned 
-worfe  and  worfe,  and  we  were  obliged  to  fub- 
flitute  brandy  to  it  in  the  courfe  of  the  expe- 
dition. This  negligence  deprived  us  of  one  of 
'^the  moft  powerful  means  of  preferving  the 
health  of  the  crew,  in  a voyage  where  they  were 
betides  expofed  to  all  forts  of  privations. 

. By  the  obfervations  made  on  board  of  the 
Recherche,  the  berth  in  which  the  lay  at  the  Cape  * 
was  in  the  latitude  of  33°  54'  24'"^  Ibuth,  and 
longitude  of  i6°  4'  25"  eati. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  was  24® 
30^  weft. 

The  aftronomer  Bertrand  determined  the 
place  which  he  made  bis  obfervatory,  tituated  in 
the  town,  at  33®  55"^  fouth  latitude,  arid 
16^  3'  45''  eaft  longitude. 
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He  had  obferved  24®  3 1'  52"  of  wefterly  varia- 
tion in  the  magnetic  needle. 

The  dip  of  the  needle^  which  was  a flat  one, 
was  47°  25'. 

The  greateft  height  of  the  thermometer  during 
the  whole  time  of  our  being  at  anchor  here,  was 
not  more  than  25°  above  o. 
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• CHAPim  IV. 

tfe^arliire  from  the  Cap  of  Good  Hop.—Death 
of  the  Carpenter  of  the  Recherche. — Various 

è 

events . — Kxtr aordmary  flight  of  the  alhatrofs. — ■ 
JVe  mal^e  the  IJland  of  St,  Paid. — Its  for  efts  on 
Prodigious  quantity  of  hfedls  ijfue  from 
our  hifcuit, — Violent  effect  of  the  fea, — The  Ad- 
miral is  dangeroufly  hurt, — Luminous  fparks  at 
the  extremity  of  our  condudlors, — Large  phof- 
phoric  molecules^ — A mijiake  in  the  hearingSy 
taken  hy  WillaumeZy  occafions  us  to  enter  Storm 
Pay  y taking  it  for  Adventure  Bay. — Geiieral 
remarks  on  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle, 
— Diminution  of  the  phofphorefcence  of  the  fea- 
water,  hi  proportion  as  we  increafe  our  dijlance 
from  the  land. — DireBion  of  the  currents, — It 
is  found  necejfary  to  warm  the  place  where  the 
thne-keepers  are  depofited. — JVe  anchor  in  Port 
D'"  Rntrecajleaux, 


We  were  now  waiting  only  for  a fair  wind 
to  quit  the  Cape,  when,  on  the  i6th  of  Febru- 
ary, about  ten  o’elock  in  the  morning,  a breeze 
fprang  up  from  the  fouth-eaft,  and  determined 
tis  to  weigh  anchor.  Scarcely  were  we  under 
tliil,  before  a fquall  came  down  from  the  moun- 
tains, and  blew  with  fo  much  violence,  that, 

for 
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for  fomc  little  time,  the  fliip  would  not  anfwer 
her  helm,  lb  that  we  were  in  dangpr  of  running 
ioul  of  lèverai  veflels  that  were  lying  at  the 
anchorage.  We  very  quickly  paffed  them  all, 
and  loon  gained  an  offing. 

On  the  j8th,  about  eight  o’clock  in  the 
morning,  we  loft  our  carpenter,  Louis  Gargan: 
he  died  in  confequence  of  the  excefles  to  which 
he  had  abandoned  himfelf  during  our  ftay  at 
the  Cape.  A fever,  flight  in  the  beginning, 
had  acquired  in  the  fequel  a charablcr  of  malig- 
nity, to  which  he  fell  à vi6iim.  This  lofs  was 
the  more  fenfibly  felt,  as  a fkilful  carpenter  is 
one  of  the  molt  ufeful  of  men,  efpecially  in  a 
voyage,  the  objebl  of  which  is  to  make  difeo- 
veries,  in  the  midfl  of  feas  ftrewn  with  fhoals, 
where,  inceflantly  expof(^d  to  fhip wreck,  a navi- 
gator may  not  only  lofe  his  fhips,  but  with  thcni 
all  hopes  of  reviiiting  his  country,  if  he  has  not 
the  means  of  confirubling.  a veffel  to  carry  him 
thither. 

Two  men,  who  had  concealed  themfelves  on 
board  at  the  time  of  our  departure  from  the 
Cape,  did  not  appear  on  deck  till  it  was  no 
longer  poffible  to  fend  them  on  fhore.  Of 
courfe,  they  were  permitted  to  go  with  the  ex- 
pedition. The  one  was  a foldier,  a deferter 
from  the  garrifon  of  the  Cape  ; the  other  a Ger-' 
man,  a very  Ikilful  workman  in  mathematical 

indruments, 
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înürumentSj  and  who  had,  for  nine  years,  exer- 
xifed  his  trade  in  England.  The  Englifh,  he  told 
us,  were  carrying  him  to  Botany  Bay,  with  a great 
number  of  other  perfons,  tranfported  under  the 
denomination  of  conviais,  He.affured  us  that  he 
was  banifhed  thither  for  debt.  After  having  feized 
an  opportunity  of  efcaping  from  the  fhip  in 
which  he  was  confined,  he  had  taken  refuge  in 
the  mountains  in  the  Vicinity  of  Cape  Town, 
lie  there  pafled  the  day  in  a cavern,  and  in  the 
evening  he  went  into  the  town  in  order  to  pur- 
chafe  wherewithal  to  fubllfl,  waiting  for  the  de- 
parture of  the  other  perfons  under  fentence  of 
tranfportation.  The  talents  of  this  artifl  could 
cot  be  employed  on  board  ; we  could  make  no- 
thing of  him  but  an  armourer,  and  afterwards  a 
fmith.  The  armourer  belonging  to  the  fliip  had  . 
been  put  on  fhore  at  the  Cape,  on  account  of 
ill  nefs. 

On  the  2oth  of  February,  with  winds  from 
the  fouth-wefl  and  fouth,  we  weathered  Cape 
Aiguilas  at  the  diftance  of  about  two  kilometers. 

On  the  2 2d  we  were  in  latitude  33*^  fouth, 

I \ 

and  longitude  20^  eaft,  when  we  founded  in 
lixty-two  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  gray- 
ifh  calcareous  fand. 

The  currents  had  till  now  carried  us  to  the 
corth-weft  ; but  on  the  25th  they  drifted  us  to  the 
fouth- weft,  for  we  were  abreaft  of  the  Straits  of 

Mozam- 
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Mozambique,  the  currents  of  which  are,  in  this 
tealbn,  direéled  towards  the  tbuth-weft,  along 
tlie  coaft  of  Natal,  which  w*as  in  tight. 

On  the  26th,  the  fea  was  fo  rough,  that  a wind- 
mill, although  drongly  lathed  on  the  poop^  was 
rolled  overboard.  As  our  tliip  was  much  too 
heavily  laden,  vve  thought  ourfelves  compen- 
fated  for  this  lofs  by  the  advantage  of  being 
lightened  of  a weight  of  tixty-four  myriagrams. 
I know  not  why  vre  had  encumbered  ourfelves 
with  this  almotl  ufelefs  machine,  lince  at  the 
anchorages,  where  we  might  have  found  wheat, 
we  fhould  alfo  have  found  flour.  Betides,  a 
hand-mill,  not  a flxth  part  of  the  weight,  would 

t 

have  been  lefs  cumberfome,  and  at  the  fame 
time  more  ferviceable.  , 

The  fliip  rolled  fo  much,  that  the  pendulums 
of 'our  time-keepers  touched  againft  the  tides  of 
their  cafes,  which  thould  have  been  made  a 
little  wider.  v 

We  ft  ill  faw  a great'  many  flying-fifhes,  al- 
though we  had  pafled  the  latitude  of  33°  fouth. 

The  quarter-galleries  of  both  our  fhips  were 
too  low,  efpecially  for  veflels  that  did  not  eaflly 
rife  to  the  fea.  It  was  to  be  feared  that  they 
would  be  carried  away,  if-we  had  remained  in 
fo  rough  water  : the  larboard  quarter- gallery  of 
the  Elperance  had  • been  already  very  much 
damaged. 
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It  is  uncommon,  at  this  feafon  of  the  year,  to 
pafs  acrofs  the  Straits  of  Mozambique  at  a 
little  diltance  from  land,  without  meeting  with 
violent  ftorms.  The  north-ead  wind  came  from 
this  large  opening,  when  the  gradual  fall  of 
eight  lines  in  the  mercury  of  the  barometer,  an- 
nounced to  us  a gale,  which  blew  with  almoft 
incredible  fury.  The  eleélric  matter  with  which 
the  clouds  were  charged  was  fo  abundant,  that, 
notwithdanding  the  direflion  given  to  it  by  our 
conduâors,  the  lightning  fell  feveral  times  at 
, the  didance  of  a few  meters  from  the  fhip.  The 
wederly  wind,  which  brought  back  fine  weather, 
was  preceded  by  a rife  of  two  lines  in  the  mer- 
cury of  the  barometer.  On  the  id  of  March 
this  wind  had  railed  fo  heavy  a fea,  that  our 
contort  was  often  concealed  by  the  height  of 
the  waves.  .That  fhip,  beheld  at  a few  hedo- 
meters  diltance,  aiforded  us  a fine  fight  ; we 
faw  her  lofe  herfelf  in  the  billows,  idue  from 
them  in  an  indant,  then  rife  on  the  top  of  the 
_fea,  fhewing,  at  the  fame  time,  a great  part  of 
^ her  keel. 

On  the  3d,  we  were  convinced,  by  the  fea 
going  down,  that  we  had  paded  the  entrance 
of  the  Straits  of  Mozambique;  for,  notwithdand- 
ing  the  wind  continued'  to  blow  nearly  with  tlic 
fa  Hi  c force  as  the  preceding  days,  we  were  fail- 
ing on  a fea  fcarcely  ruffled,  for  we  were  now^ 
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ilicltered  by  tlic  land  of  Madagafcar.  We  faw 
floating  prodigious  heaps  of  the  largell  of  all 
the  fpecies  of  fea-weed,  the  fucus  pyriferus  ; it 
had  no  doubt  been  detached  from  • the  rocks 
which  Ikirt  this  large  ifland.  This  fucus,  which 
is  feveral  decimeters  long,  has  for  the  petiole  of 
its  upper  leaves,  a protuberance  filled  with  air, 
which  ferves  to  buov  it  on  the  furface  of  the 
water;  this  is  the  mean  which  nature  employs 
to  make  it  incline  to  raife  itfclf  from  the  bottom 
• of  the  fea  in  proportion  as  it  grows. 

About  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were 
furrounded  by  a great  number  of  whales,  which 
approached  us  within  the  diftance  of  at  leafl  a 
hedlometer.  The  Americans  come  fometimes 
into  thefe  feas  in  order  to  catch  thefe  enormous 
fiflies  ; the  oil  which  they  extrad;  from  them 
is  an  ample  indemnification  for  the  expenfes  of 
the  outfit  of  their  fhips.  ' 

The  depofitions  of  Captains  Magon  Lépinay 
and  Preaudet  had  determined  M.  D’Entrecaf- 
teaux  to  proceed  as  quickly  as  poffible  to  the 
Admiralty  Iflands,  where  he  thought  that  he 
might  arrive  before  the  return  of  the  eafl  mon^ 
foon,  after  having  pafTed  to  the  northward  of 
New  Holland  ; but  w'e  had  made  very  little 
progrefs,  fince,  on  the  6th  of  March,  we  had 
not  reached  the  44th  degree  of  eafl  longitude. 
The  fear  of  being  detained  at  the  Moluccas 
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during  the  whole  period  of  the  ead:  monfoon, 
which  was  to  commence  at  the  latter  end  of 
March,  made  him  refolve  to  double  Cape  Die- 
men, in  order  to  enter  the  South  Sea. 

About  half  pad:  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning,  a 
boat  was  fent  on  board  the  Efperance,  to  com- 
municate to  the  Captain  this  determination. 
The  wind  fell  all  on  a fudden,  when  our  fhips 
were  very  clofe  to  each  other.  A heavy  fwell 
increafed  the  danger  of  this  fituation.  The 
bowfprit  of  the  Efperance  was  on  the  point  of 
touching  our  tafiarel,  when  the  boats,  which 
had  jutl  been  hoified  out,  tcw^d  us- clear. 

We  found  that  the  currents  fet  to  the  north- 
ward. The  bifcayan  had  been  employed  in 
making  this  obfervation,  and,  at  the  moment 
when  we  were  hoi  ding  her  in,  one  of  the  ring- 
bolts, by  which  file  was  hooked,  broke  ; fiie 
fell  into  the  water,  and  the  compafs  that  had 
been  put  in  her  was  lod:. 

Although  we  w^ere  upwards  of  two  hundred 
myriameters  from  the  Cape,  we  perceived  feve- 
ral  albatrofies  (dtoniedea  exuhms),  fome  of  which, 
refiing  on  the  furface  of  the  fea,  futfered  them- 
felves  to  be  approached  within  a little  difiance. 
They  were  feen,  from  time  to  time,  burying 
their  heads  deeply  in  the  water  in'  fearchu.  of 
food. 
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The  manner  of  flying  of  thefe  birds  is  very 
aftonilhing.  The  flapping  of  their  wings  is  not 
percept ible^Sii*^t he  moment  when  they  take  their 
flight  ; and  very  often  they,  at  the  fame  lime, 
employ  their  feet,  which,  being  palmated,  ferve 
' them  to  flrike  the  water  repeatedly,  in  order  to 
raife  themfelves  : this  impulfe  once  given,  they 
have  no  longer  any  occaflon  to  flap  their  wings; 
they  keep  them  very  much  fpread,  and  feek  their 
prey  balancing  themfelves  alternately  from  riglit 
to  left,  and  fldmming  rapidly  along  the  furface 
of  the  fea.  The  equilibrium  (hus  obtained, 
feryes,  no  doubt,  to  accelerate  their  progrefs  ; 
but  it  does  not  teem  likely  to  be  fufficient  for 
fupporting  them  in  the  air.  Perhaps  an  imper- 
ceptible tremor  of  their  feathers  is  the  principal 
caufe  of  this  extraordinary  flight  : on  this  fup- 
pofltion,  tiiey  mufl  neceffarily  have  particular 
mufcles  ; for  which  reafon  I think  that  the  ana- 
tomy of  thefe  birds  merits  the  greatefl  attention. 

The  puffins  of  BufFon  (procellaria  puffinus, 
Linn  ) were  very  numerous  in  thefe  feas.  The 
flight  of  this  bird  is  executed  by  a mechanifm 
analogous  to  that  of  the  albatrofs,  for  it  fre- 
quently flies  a long  time  without  any  perceptible 
flapping  of  the  wings;  it  is  only  when  it  in- 
cliiîes  from  one  flde  to  the  other  that  it  is  feen 
to  flrike  the  air  with  its  lowefl:  wing,  in  order  t,o 
turn  about  inflantly. 
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The  cpurfe  was  fixed  at  foulh-eaft  by  eaft^  in 
order  to  pais  between  the  Iflands  of  St.  Paül 
and  of  Amflerdam  ; ' but  the  wind  having  come 
round  to  the  fouth-eafl^  we  were  obliged  to 
fland  fouth-fouth-wefl. 

On  the  7tb,  about  nine  o’clock  in  the  even- 
ing, the  wind  brought  us  a fîrong  fmell  from 
the  fea  ; our  latitude  was  then  34°  45'  fouth, 
and  our  longitude  44^  5'eaft.  In  feas  lefs  known, 
we  might  have  apprehended  the  vicinity  of  fome 
land.  It  is  probable  that  this  fmell  proceeded 
from  a heap  of  fea-weed  detached  from  the  coafl 
of  Madagafcar,  and  carried  to  a great  diflance 
by  the  currents. 

On  the  1 9th,  one  of  our  failors,  being  intoxi- 
cated, jumped  overboard  ; fortunately  it  was 
calm,  and  he  was  picked  up  : this  immerfion  did 
but  increafe  his  drunkennefs,  and,  in  his  deli- 
rium, he  w^ould  have  jumped  overboard  a fécond 
lime,  had  he  not  been  prevented. 

With  light  winds,  varying  from  foutli-fouth- 
eaft  to  north-north-welf,  pafling  round  by  the 
‘ call,  we  continued  for  twelve  days  ftanding  on 
whatever  tack  could  bring  us  nearefl  to  the 
direct  courfe  for  carrying  us  between  the  Iflands 
of  Amfierdam  and  of  St.  Paul.  If  this  route 
was  the  fhortefl  relatively  to  the  diflance  to  be 
run,  it  was  the  mofl  tedious  on  account  of  the 
calms  that  we  experienced,  w’hile,  by  getting 
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dircdly  more  to  the  fouthward,  \ve  fhould  foon 
have  met  with  very  frelh  wellerly  winds,  wliich 
would  have  carried  us  rapidly  towards  Cape 
Diemen. 

It  was  not  till  the  28th  of  March,  that,  liaving 
reached  the  latitude  of  ,37®  30"  fouth,  the  wind 
beofan  to  blow  Itronor  at  north-^norlh-weft.  A 
great  number  of  various  fpecies  of  mews  and 
boobies  announced  to  us  the  proximity  of  land, 
•thefe  birds  never  going  far  from  it.  In  facf,  \ve 
faw  it  in  the  fouth-calt,  about  half  paft  one 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  ; it  was  the  Ifland  of  St, 
Paul,  from  wliich  we  were  diii^ant  four  myria- 
meters.  This  ifland,  which  was  difeovered  by 
Captain  Valming,  in  1696,  was  named  the 
Ifland  of  AraÜerdam  ; and  that  >vhich  is  more 
to  the  fouthward  received  the  name  of  the  îiland 
of  St.  Paul.  Cook,  who  furveyed  it  in  his  la(t 
voyage,  has  adopted  a quite  contrary  denomina- 
tion, by  calling  the  Ifland  of  Amfterdani  that 
which  is  the  fouthernmoft,  and  the  Ifland  of  St. 

. Paul  that  which  is  the  northcrnmoPi  : this  is  the 
nomenclature  that  I have  followed. 

The  Ifland  of  St.  Paul  appeared,  in  the  dif- 
tance,  covered  with  thick  clouds,  above  which 
rofe  the  fummits  of  the  mountains-  We  were 
fufficiently  near  it,  about  four  o’clock,  to  dif- 
tinguifh  perfeélly  that  thefe  clouds  were  formed 
on  tlic  ifland,  whence  iffued  a thick  fmoke, 
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which  almofl  entirely  covered  it,  efpecially  to^ 
wards  the  north  ; flames  were  teen  in  dif- 
ferent points,  and  it  was  foon  difeovered  that 
the  forefls  were  in  a blaze  ; the  traces  of  the 
fire,  and  the  flnokc  which  appeared  fucceflively 
in  different  places,  exliilnted  the  progress  of  the 
conflagration.  We  flîaped  our  courfe  fo  as  to 
pafs  as  near  as  poffible  to  w^indward  of  the 
ifland  : the  fame  fpecies  of  birds  that  we  had 
teen  a few  hours  before  we  got  fight  of  it,  were* 
flying  in  great  numbers  round  the  rocks,  which 
ferved  them  as  a retreat.  A great  many  feals 
were  fwimming  in  the  midft  of  the  large  heaps 
of  fca-weed  detached  from  the  coafh,  the  fouth 
fide  of  which  we  ranged  along,  at  the  diftanco 
of  a demi-kilometer.  This  Iteep  coafl;  is  very 
fafe  ; the  fca  followed  the  direhlion  of  it,  and 
would  have  apprifed  us  of  the  danger  of  ap- 
proaching it,  had  it  been  Ikirted  by  fhoals. 
Rocks,  inclined  about  50*^  from  north  to  fouth, 
and  w’hich  I took  to  be  compofed  of  flrata  of 
free-ftone,  formed  the  mountains  to  the  fouth- 
wefl,  wdfich  exhibited  great  declivities  as  far  as 
the  fea-lhore.  Farther  on  to  the  fouth,  were  feen 
horizontal  ftrata  of  the.  fame  fpecies  of  flone  ; 
thence  itrued  a fmall  rivulet,  the  waters  of 
which  fell  into  the  fea,  forming  a cafeade.  Per- 
pendicular furfaces  of  rock  exhibited,  on  a large 
fcale,  tliofe  firange  forms  known  under  the  de.^ 
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nomination  of  lufi,  We  obferved  a thin  fmohe 
itTue  in  puffs  from  a fmall  fabterraneous  aper- 
ture at  a little  difiance  from  the  fforc  : we  were 
ignorant  whether  thefe  forefis  had  been  fet  in 
flames  by  the  lubterraneous  fire  or  by  the  hand 
of  man.  I learnt  at  the  Ifie  of  France,  at 
the  time  of  my  return  from  the  South  Sea, 
that  an  American  fnip  had  carried  to  the  Ifiands 
of  Amfterdam  and  of  St.  Paul,  fome  men  com- 
miffioned  to  extra 61  oil  from  the  fcals,  which 
are  thefe  very  numerous.  Notwithfianding  our 

attention  to  difeover  if  our  afififiance  would  not 
» 

be  required,  we  faw  no  fignal  to  apprife  us  that 
this  ifiand  was  inhabited.  Befides,  it  would  have 
been  impofiible  to  have  put  in  there,  for  we 
could  feck  a fhelter  only  to  leeward  of  this  land, 
where  the  thick  fmoke  wmuld  have  put  us  in 
danger  of  being  fuffocated.  The  finell  of  this 
fmoke  indicated  nothing  but  vegetables  on  fire. 

The  rnountains  fiope  towards  the  fouth-eafl  ; 
fo  that  in  favourable  weather  it  would  be  eafy 
to  land  on  that  fide.  We  here  faw  fome  little 
rivulets,  which,  after  a meandering  courfe,  mix 
their  waters  with  thofe  of  the  fea. 

We  were  only  at  a fmall  difiance  from  the 
ifiand  when  the  night  came  on.  This  land  then 
appeared  all  in  a blaze;  and  the  fmoke,  which 
imbibed  all  its  brightnefs,  gave  to  the  ficy  a 

copper- 
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copper-coloured  tint,  as  at  .the  approach  of  a 
Itorm.  , 

The  Iiland  of  St.  Paul,  which  is  about  two 
niyriameters  in  circumference,  is  lituated  in  the 
latitude  of  37^  56'  ibuth,  and  longitude  of  2'’ 
eall. 

The  variation  of  the  com pafs. there  was  1 7'^  30' 
weft. 

The  wind,  which  continued  to  blow  between 
the  north-weft  and  the  fouth-weft,  occaftoned 
the  mercury  in  the  barometer  to  defcend  gradu- 
ally eight  lines;  it  had,  on  the  ift  of  April, 
flood  at  27  inches  7 lines,  when  fome  very 
heavy  fqualls  carried  us  as  much  as  ten  knots  an 
hour  before  the  wind,  under  the  forefail  and  the*' 
main-topfail,  which  was  lowered  on  the  cap  on 
account  of  its  violence  : this  was  the  only  day 
during  the  whole  voyage  that  we  vyent  fo  fa  ft 
through  the  water.  We  had  now  reached  the 
latitude  of  40°  30'  fouth,  and  the  longitude  of 
83®  eaft. 

' We  had  hitherto  thought  that  at  leaft  we  had 
pot  been  deceived  at  Brcft,  refpe6ling  the  qua- 
lity of  the  bifeuit  ; but  it  was  difeovered,  when 
too  late,  that  a part  of  it  had  already  been  on 
flhpboard  ; accordingly,  after  we  had  been  five 
months  at  fca,  it  was  filled  with  a prodigious 
number  of  larvæ,  which  produced  little  weevils 
of  the  fpecies  known  by  the  name  of  dermefies 
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^an'icens,  Thcfc  infefts,  with  which  we  were 
intclted,  were  become  extremely  troublefome  ; 
they  came  in  the  evening  and  burnt  ihemfelves 
in  the  candle,  m fo  great  numbers,  that  they 
frequently  extingiiihied  it.  The  larvæ  quitted 
the  bilcuit  to  ipread  through  all  our  provifions  ; 
they  happed,  bending  themfelvcs  at  the  fame 
time,  like  thofe  which  commonly  live  in  checle. 
It  was  a long  time  before  we  could  conquer  the 
averlion  which  they  occafioned  us. 

On  the  ad,  fome  violent  and  very  frequent 
fqualls  rendered  various  manœuvres  necefiary  ; 
Crétin,  the  officer 'of  the  watch,  forgot  to  Ihiver 
the  main-topfail  before  he  clued  it  up,  and  it 
was  inftantly  fplit.  . ' 

Being,  on  the  4th  of  April,  in  the  latitude  of 
40^  fouth,  and  longitude  of  92°  eaft,  we  faw  a 
confiderable  number  of  birds,  among  which  were 
gulls  and  boobies,  which  feldom  go  far  from 
land.  ît  is  very  probable  that  we  were  at  no 
great  diflance  from  fome  ifland  or  rock.  Al- 
though we  made  a good  run  during  the  night, 
v/e  üill  faw  the  fame  fpeci.es  of  oceanic  birds  the 
next  morning.  The  country  that  ferves  them 
as  a refuge,  will  one  day  be  difeovered,  when 
thefe  feas  fhall  be  more  frequented'  by  navi- 
gators. 

On  the  14th,  the  mercury  in  the  barometer 
having  fallen  from  28  inches  3 lines,  to 
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27  inches  7 lines^  announced  to  us  tempefl nous' 
winds  ; they  blew  from  the  weft  and  fouth»weft, 
raifing  a dreadful  fea,  which  often  broke  on 
board  : there  came  one^  about  five  o’clock  in 
the  afternoon,  which  partly  taking  us  under  the 
mizen  chains,  ftruck  the  fliip’s  quarter  with 
fuch  violence,  that  feveral  of  our  teamen  thought 
that  we  had  touched  on  a rock  ; the  fliock  was 
terrible,  and  fome  of  the  ftore-rooms  leaked  im- 
mediately after. 

When  a heavy  fea  happens  to  ftrike  a veflel 
on  the  beam,  the  chains  are  frequently  damaged, 
the  water  lodging  under  the  broad  planks  which 
keep  them  off  from  the  ftefe.  Would  it  not  be 
an  improvement  to  fubftitute  to  thefc"  planks 
iron  flanchions,  on  which  the  chains  of  the  chain- 
w'alcs  Ihould  reft;  or,  if  the  planks  were  fuffered 
to  remain,  could  not  a fheathing  be  adapted  to 
prevent  the  fea  from  a6ting  on  them  ? 

The  violence  of  the  roll  had  made  the  Admiral 
fall  againtt  one  of  the  angles  of  a bird-organ, 
intended  as  a prefent  for  fome  chief  of  the 
lavaires.  The  furwon  thought  that  the  firft  of 
the  falfe  ribs  had  been  fradured;  the  pain  was- 
fo  acute,  that  the  Adnnral,  in  fneezing,  fainted 
away  but  he  foon  recovered. 

During  the  night  there  was  in  the  atmofphere  a 
fnperabundance  ofeledric  matter,  a part  of  which 
had  juft  been  fpent  by  rfteans  of  our  condudors; 
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at  tlielr  upper  extremity  was  remarked  a lumi- 
nous fpark,  which  repeatedly  fettled  there.  The 
water  was  more  pholphoric  than  ufuah 
Towards  morning  a very  heavy  tea  broke 
the  gangway,  and  filled  the  between-decks.  i 
was  awaked  fuddenly  by  the  water  with  which 
my  cabin  was  overflowed,  and  I imagined  for  a 
moment  that  the  vefiel  was  going  down.  Jt 
took  a long  time  to  get  rid  of  this  body  of  water. 
Three  or  four  waves  like  that  we  had  jufi:  fhip- 
ped,  would  infallibly  have  fent  us  to  the  bottom. 
We  fiiould  not  have  incurred  this  danger,  if  the 
hatchways  liad  been  properly  tècured. 

On  the  lyth  of  April,  when  we  were  in  the 
latitude  of  43°  fouth  and  longitude  of  129*^  eafi, 
there  was  no  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle. 
On  the  19th  it  was  announced  to  theEfperance 
that  the  rendezvous,  in  cafe  of  feparation,  would 
be  Cape  Diemen,  in  Adventure  Bay,  in  lieu  of 
Oyfier  Bay. 

During  the  night  of  the  20th,  we  lay  to  under 
the  forefail,  the  proximity  of  the  coafi,  accord- 
ing to  our  reckoning,  not  permitting  us  to 
fiand  on.  W e founded,  at  nine  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  but  could  not  flrike  ground  with  a 
line  of  eighty  fiithoms  ; on  hauling  in  the 
lead,  there  came  up  a great  number  of  phof- 
phoric  molecules,  the  fize  of  which  was 
from  one  to  two  decimeters.  Now  that  the 
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compreffibillty  of  water  is  clearly  demonflrated, 
we  know  the  principal  caufe  which  makes  thefe 
(IifFerent  bodies  keep  at  a greater  or  lefs  depth,  111  • 
proportion  to  their  fpecihc  weight. 

As  foon  as  daylight  appeared  we  made  fail, 
and  ftood  eaft-north-eaft.  , 

About  half  paft  nine  o’clock  wc  perceived  a 
very  pointed  rock,  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Mew  JÎ one  Xomç,  other  rocks  and  lands  of  mid- 
dling height  were  difeerned  in  the  eaflern  quarter. 
The  coaft  occafionally  exhibited  fmall  bights  ; 
mountains  of  moderate  elevation  were  feen  at  a 
little  diflance  from  the  fhore,  and  we  could  dif- 
tinguifh  the  large  trees  which  crowned  their 
fummit. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  arrived  at  the  en- 
trance of  a bay  open  to  the  fouth-eaft.  An 
ifland  was  remarked  to  the  call  ward  ; nearer,  to 
the  eafl  by,  north,  were  difeovered  fome  breakers. 

The  Admiral  intended  to  go  and  anchor  in 
Adventure  Bay.  His  accident  did  not  yet  allow 
him  to  leave  his  cabin  ; he  could  direâ;  the  courte 
only  by  the  bearings  that  were  given  him  as  foon 
as  they  were  taken.  An  incorredl  bearing  com- 
municated by  Citizen  Willaumez  made  him 

give 

* On  our  making  Cape  Dièinen,  Willaumez  was  charged  to 
take  the  bearings.  The  commander  of  the  expedition  defired  to 
know  the  bearing  of  the  Eddyjione.  Willaumez  fent  him  word 
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give  orders  for  manœuvring  fo  as  to  enter  the 
bay  tiiat  was  on  our  larboard  hand.  In  vain  we 
looked  for  Penguiu  Ifland,  thinking  that  vve 
were  in  Adventure  Bay,  while  in  fa6t  we  were 
in  Storm  Bay,  fo  called  by  Tafman,  bccaufe, 
after  havino*  entered  it  in  1642,  in  the  month  of 
November,  he  experienced  a ftorm  from  the 
fouth-eaft,  which,  blowing  dead  on  the  Biore,  ‘ 
put  him  in  the  greateil  danger,  when  he  vvlfhed 
to  gain  an  otfing. 

Being  alreaxly  very  high  up  in  this  bay,  we 
were  perfeâly  ilieltered  from  the  wetierly  wind. 
The  depth  of  water  was  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
five  fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  broken  fheils. 
The  Admiral  was  on  the  point  of  leaving  it,  in 

I 

order  to  go  and  fpend  the  night  in  the  offing  ; 
however,  he  determined  to  difpatch  two  boats,  the 
one  to  the  northward  and  the  other  to  the  norlh- 
vvefi,  to  try  to  difeover  fome  place  of  fhelter. 
The  boat  that  had  gone  to  ithe  northward  found 
a cove  where  our  fiiips  could  enter:  the  bottom 
was  good  holding  ground.  Wood  and  water 
might  eafily  be  procured  there  : the  boat’s  crew 
had  feen  fome  remains  of  huts,  quite  clofe  to  ' 

that  he  had  fet  this  rack  fouth  19°  weft,  while  it  bore  foutli  19* 
eaft.  The  Admiral  then  gave  orders  for  fiaiiding  into  the  bay 
on  our  larboard  hand,  naturally  thinking  that  we  were  oppolite 
to  Adventure  Bay. 
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which  were  heaps  of  fliell-fifli  that  had  been 
broiled  by  the  natives. 

It  was  too  late  to  reach  this  anchorage  before 
dark.  As  the  weather  was  fine,  it  was  decided, 
about  five  o'clock,  to  let  go  the  anchor  in  Storm 
Bay,  in  ten  fathoms  water,  over  a bottom  of  gray 
fand.  It  was  fixty-four  days.fince  we  had  left  the 
Cape.  Mofi;  of  the  navigators  who  have  preceded 
us,  have  not  taken  more  than  from  fifty  to  fifty- 
fivx  days  to  make  the  fame  run.  It  is  however  lo 
be  remarked,  that  they  got  to  the  fouthward  as 
quickly  as  pofiiblc,  in  order  to  catch  the  wefierly 
winds.  The  route  is  a little  longer  ; but  at  fea 
it  is  not  always  in  following  the  fhortefi;  track 
that  a Ihip  makes  the  quickefi:  paflage.  A navi- 
gator fliould  make  himfelf  well  acquainted  with 
the  mofi  ufual  direction  of  the  winds,  in  order 
to  go  and  feck  thofc  which  are  favourable.  The 
night  continued  to  be  very  fine,  although  the  air 
was  charged  with  great  humidity.  We  were 
flieltered  from  the  wind  that  blew  from  the 
fouth-wefi  and  weft-north-wefi,  fome  light  fqualls 
of  which  we  neverthelefs  experienced. 

We  caught  with  hook  and  line  a great  many 
fiflies,  and  of  very  diverfified  .fpecies  ; among 
which  the  mofi  numerous  of  all  was  a fpecies  of 
gac^us. 

The  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  at  the 
time  of  our  pafiing  under  the  meridian  of  the 

Ifle 
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Ifle  of‘  France,  and  at  the  diilance  of  upwards 

of  a hundred  and  fifty  myriameters  to  the  fouth- 

ward,  had  been  12°  more  than  that  which  is  ob- 

% 

lerved  on  approaching  that  ifland  : this  is  a very 
great  variation  in  proportion  to  the  difference  of 
latitude.  * ' 

The  greatefi;  wellerly  variation  obferved,  was 
on  the  3d  of  March,  30"^  30'  ; our  latitude 
being  then  34®  30'  fouth,  and  our  longitude 
37°  45'  caft  : from  this  point  it  continued  to 
diminifh,  and,  in  the  latitude  of  43°  fouth,  and 
longitude  of  129'^  eafi,  we  found  no  variation; 
it  then  became  eaflerly,  and  increafed  in  propor- 
tion as  we  advanced  to  the  eaftward. 

The  wellerly  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle 
obferved  at  the  point  where  it  was  the  greatefi, 
had  been  owing  more  to  the  change  of  longitude 

than  to  that  of  latitude  ; while  afterwards,  till 
* . 

we  were  under  the  meridian  of  the  Ifle  of  France, 
it  feemed  to  depend  much  more  on  the  degrees 
of  latitude  ; for  from  the  point  where  it  had  been 
the  greatefi:  as  far  as  to  the  meridian  of  that  ifland, 
after  having  made  of  longitude,  and  2®  30' 
of  latitude,  the  difference  of  the  variation  had 
been  only  4°,  while  in  a latitude  of  i more 
foutherly,  the  variation  had  been  found  12^ 
greater  than  that  of  the  Ifle  of  France. 

The  phofphorefcence  of  the  fea-water  had  in 
this  run  diminifhed  in  proportion  to  our  diflance  . 
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from  the  land  ; fo  that  long ’before-  vye  fa'sv  the 
llland  of  Sti  Paul,  I coiild  fcatcelÿ  retnairk 
any  phofphoric  bodies  when  the  Avater , was 

rough.  • ' . •]  ■>  j..  * 

The  thermometer  in  this  pafTage  did  not  fall 
lower  than  8°  above  o,  and  did  not  rife  higher, 
than  20°.  - Î ‘ 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer  had  rife'u  to 
28  inches  7 lines,  and  had  not  fallen  lower  tlian 
27  inches  7 lines.  . .. 

When  in  this  run  we  had  reached  the  variable 
winds,  the  currents  had  fet  us  from  1 o'  to  ao' 
a day  to  the  northward  ; but  being  arrived  off  the 
fouth-weft  çôaft  of  N€^^r  Holland,  we  had;been 
carried  to  the  eaftvyard.  Th^e  different  direc- 
tions are  owing  to  the  fltuatiOn  of  the  lands.  *> 
• Oar  tables  for  the  correâiou  of  -the  irregular 
going  of  the  time-keepers, occj^ii'oned  -by  the,  dif- 
ference of  the  temperature,  extended  only  to  the 
15th  degree  of  Reaumur’s  tiler  mo  meter,  and'lhe 
arc  ^of  the  balanee-wheel  of  tlte  tiitie-keeper 
with  weights,  ' was  determined  < only  from  the 
io5tli  degree  to  the  111.5th/  .It  had  been  eon- 
flailtly  upwards  of  and  the' temperature  of 

the  atmofphere  had  been  very  frequently  below 
tlic  i5th°  of  'the  thermometer.  -^It  was,necefiary 
to  have  at  lead  this  degree  of  heat  in  the  place 
where  our  time-keepers  were  depolited.  A com- 
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mon  lamp  fully^  ^nfwered  this  purpofe  ; but  a 
lamp  with  an  air-tube  was  preferred^  in  order  that 
there  might  be  no  fmoke. 

The  fame  boats  returned  the  next  day,  the 
2 2d,  to  found  the  entrance  .of  the  creek,, where 
vve  intended  to  anchor  ; for  there  had  not  been 
time  to  complete  this  operation  the  day  before. 
About  half  pad;  nine  o’clock  we  received  the 
agreeable  news  that  it  was  a well-fheltered  har- 
bour, the  bottom  of  which  was  a muddy  fand, 
where  the  anchors  would  hold  for  ever  ; the  depth 
of  water  was  not  lefs  than  three  fathoms  and  a 
half  at  about  half-flood.  The  foundings  had 
been  from  two  and  a half  to  four  fathoms,  through- 
out a great  extent  of  the  harbour,  which  runs 
.into  the  country  for  near  a demi-myriameter  ; in 
'every  refpedf  it  vvas  preferable  to  Adventure 
Bay.  A fhip  might  here  lay  in  a flock  of  wood 
and  water  with  the  greatefl  facility. 

A contrary,  but  light ‘wind,  did  not  prevent  us 
from  warping  ahead  ; but  fcarcely  had  vve  pro- 
ceeded a kilometer  on  our  way,  when  the  wind 
frefhened,  and  made  us  rcfolve  to  let  go  an 
anchor  ; the  Efpérance  however  continued  warp'^ 
ing,  and  before  night  -fhe  vvas  very  near  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour. 

The  boat  fent  a fifhing  had  at  a fingle  caft  of 
the  net  brought  back  fifh  enough  to  fatisfy  every 
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one  with  a portion,  which  was  immediately  ferved  ' 
out. 

We  were  not  a little  aftoniflied  to  fee  among 
difterent  fifhcs  caught  with  hook  and  line  during 
the  night,  fome  fharks  about  two  meters  long  ; 
they  were  of  the  fpecies'defignated  by  the  name 
•of  fqualus  clner eus.  This  fhark  does  not  quit  the 
bottom  of  the  fea  ; we  never  Taw  it  make  its  ap- 
pearance on  the  furface  of  the  water  during  the 
whole  time  of  our  flay  at  Cape  Diemen.  It 
does  not  appear  to  be  dangerous  to  man  : 
our  failors  bathed  often,  and  no  accident  hap- 
pened to  them.  This  fifh  finds  in  fuch  abundance 
wherewithal  to  fatiate  his  voracity,  that  he  does  not 
attack  men  ; otherwife  the  natives  of  this  coun- 
try, who  dive  to  great  depths  in  fearch  of  lob- 
fters  and  other  fhell-fifh,  on  which  they  fubfifi, 
would  be  incefiTantly  expofed  to  be  devoured  by 
thefe  animals. 

Some  mountains,  the  perpendicular  height  of 
which  feemed  to  be  at  lead  a kilometer,  were  feen 
at  the  diltance  of  three  myriameters  to  the  north. 
Their  fummits  were  covered  with  large  trees,  whofe 
verdure  fiill  added  to  the  beauty  of  the  grand 
'profpeA  which  they  afforded  us. 

'An  officer  from  our  fhip  having  been’  in  the 
morning  to  found  towards  the  head  of  the  har- 
bour, and  having  gone  on  fiiore,  had  found  a 
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few  liuts^  and  near  them  fome  remains  of  broiled 
fhdl-fifli,  v^hich  had  evidently  ferved  for  a meal 
to  fome  natives  of  the  country. 

As  it  was  almoft  calm^  we  weighed  anchor  a 
few  hours  before  daylight  ,on  the  23d,  in  order 
to  warp  ahead.  The  calm  dill  continuing,  it  was 
more  expeditious  to  tow  the  lliip  ; and  the  boats 
foon  brought  us  into  the  harbour.  A rocklituat- 
ed  in  the  middle  of  the  channel,  was  left  on  the 
larboard  hand,  and  we  ranged  very  dole  along 
it  ; the  depth  of  water  tliere  had  been  from  a 
quatter  lefs  three  to  three  fathoms  and  a half; 
from  four  fathoms,  and  a half  to  five  and  ,a  Half 
had  been  found  in  the  other  parts  of  the  fame 
channel. 

We  let  go  the  anchor  about  eight  o’clock,  in 
^hree  fathoms  water,  after  having  proceeded  near 
three  quarters  of  a kilometer  up  the  harbour,  to 
which  was  given  the  name  of  Port  D^Entre^ 
<aJÎ£aux.  The  neareft  fliore  lay  to  the  caltward 
of  us,  at  the  difiance  of  a demi-kilometer. 

It  is  difficult  to  exprefs  the  fenfation  w,e  felt  at 
the  afpeél  of  this  folitary  haven,  fituated  at  the 
extremity  of  the  globe,  where  we  at  length  found 
a fecure  fhelter,  after  having  been  fo  long  but* 
feted  by  impetuous  winds. 

The  fame  boats  went  to  tow  the  Efpérance. 
About  pne  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  fire  anchored 
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to  the  fouthward  of  the  Recherche,  at  about 
three  he'âometèts  diflance. 

^ An  attempt  was  made  to  approach  the  thore 
without  having  previoufly  taken  exaâ:  found- 
ings ; but  we  foon  got  aground  on  the  mud, 
and  we  were  obliged  to  heave  quickly  at  the 
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CHAPTER  V. 

Stay  at  Port.  U Entrecajleaux, — Indications  of  its 
Jhores  being  frequented  by  favages. — Various  ex-- 
curfio7is  to  the  interior  of  the  country. — Trees  of 
a prodigious  height. — Goodnefs  of  the  foil.— Black 
/wans. — Large  trunks  of  trees ^ excavated  by  fire^ 
ferve  as  a retreat  to  the  natives. — -Kangourao.— 
D}ffe  trait  anatomical  obfervations  compared. — 
Tracks  of  wild  beafs  at  Cape  Diemen. — Sheds 
ere  lied  by  the  natives» — Frame  of  their  huts. 

violent  fquall  breaks  our  mooring- chain. 
~We  get  aground' on  the  mud. — JVe  mçet  with 
a young  favage. — We  dif cover  a Jirait^  by 
%vhich  a veffel  may  pafs  from  Storm  Bay  to  Ad- 
venture Bay. — Huts  of  the  favages. — Seal  called 
phoca  monachus. — The  heart  of  this  amphibious 
animal  has  7io  foramen  ovale. — Other  various 
points  of  comparative  a7iatomy .—Signs  of  wild 
heajis  at  Cape  Diemeti. — Huts  which  appeared  to 
us  to.  have  been  recently  mhabited. — Trees  fit  for 
Jhip-buildmg.-, — Viviparous fiy.^  the  larvæ  af  which 
foon  occafioned  fiefh  to  putrefy. — Broiled  human 
bones  found  by  Citizen  Riche.— The  Sail-maker 
of  the  Recherche  lofes  himfelf  in  the  woods. — The 
two  flips  get  aground  on  the  mud — Some  utemfils 
of  the  favages.— Situation  of  the  obfervatory. — 
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Variation  of  the  magnetic  needle. — The  time  of 
high  water  in  the  harbour  on  the  days  of  the  new 
and  full  moon. — JVe  leave  Port  D'Entrecafteaux 
in  order  to  fafs  through  the  Jlrait  of  the  fame 
name.  — Several  fires.  — Natives  feen  on  the 
beach. — One  of  them  fets  fire  to  the  bujhês  in 
feveral  places. — JVe  anchor  in  a very  extenfive 
hay,  at  the  entrance  of  U Entrecafieauxs  Strait. 
— Excurfion  to  the  neighbouring  country. — Na- 
tives furprifed  clofe  by  the  little  fires  where  they 
were  preparing  their  food. — The  Jlrait  difcovered 
by  our  boats,  called  D' Entrecafieaiix  s Strait. — 
We  anchor  in  different  parts  of  the  channel. — 
curfions  into  the  country  fituated  along  its  Jhores. 
— A few  natives  crofs  it  in  a catamaran. — Various 
meetings  with  the  favages. — Departure  from 
D' Entre cafi eaux  s Strait. 

Port  D'Entrecafleaux,  which  is  fituated  at 
the  head  of  Storm  Bay,  is  a bafin  of  a nearly 
oval  form,  which  extends  about  a demi-mypa- 
meter  towards  the  north-north-eaft,  and  the 
greatefi:  breadth  of  which  is  about  a kilometer 
and  a half.  The  large  forefis  by  which  we  were 
furrounded  on  all  fides,  and  the  mountains  at 
no  great  difiance,  which  flieltered  more  than 
half  of  the  circumference  of  this  harbour,  added 
fiill  to  the  fecurity  of  the  anchorage.  The 
mofi  tempeftuous  weather  did  not  prevent  pur 

boat^ 


OF  LA  PEROUSE. 


137 

boats  from  crofîing  it  without  fear.  A muddy 
bottom,  of  about  three  fathoms  and  a half,  ex- 
empts a vefTel  from  damage  hi  cafe  fhe  happens 
to  get  aground.  Upwards  of  a hundred  fliips 
of  the  line  might  here  anchor  in  fifety,  and 
would  find  as  much  wood  and  water  as  they 
might  want. 

Towards  the  north-north  - eafl,  at  the  head 
this  harbour,  is  the  mouth  of  a fmall  river, 

■ which  one  of  our  boats  could  not  afeend  far, 
from  its  being  obftruâed  by  large  trees  lying 
acrofs  : we  favv  here  a few  wild  ducks. 

Some  fheds,  flightly  built  of  the  bark  of  trees, 
ftanding  along  its  banks,  announced  to  us  that 
they  were  frequented  by  the  natives.  We  found 
here  a quantity  of  the  fea-weed  known  to  natu- 
ralifts’under  the  denomination  oï  fucus  pal  mat  us, 
cut  nearly  in  the  form  of  a bag  ufed  for  counters 
at  play.  It  was  a water- veffel,  and,  when  found, 
it  was  yet  full. 

It  is  principally  on  the  wed  fide  of  the  liar* 
hour  that  fliips  can  procure  water  with  the. 
greatelt  facility.  We  took  in  ours  to  the  wefl- 
fouth-wefl.  Our  wood  was  cut  on  the  oppofite 
fhore.  , • h 

A fire  lighted  towards  the  fouth,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a myriameter,  apprlfed  us  that  there 
were  favages  living  not  far  from  us,  'although 
wc  had  never  feen  any  of  them. 
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I went  on  Ihore  in  the  afternoon  with  the 
gardener  and  two  of  our  people,  in  order  to 
penetrate  towards  the  north- eafi:.  We  were 

iiruck  with  admiration  at  the  light  of  thefe  an- 
cient foretts  which  the  hatchet  had  not  hitherto 
touched.  The  eye  was  altonifhed  at  the  prodi- 
gious height  of  the  trees  ; fome  of  the  family  of 
the  ?}7yrti  were  upwards  of  a demi-hedlorneter 
(more  than  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet)  high  : 
their  bufhy  tops  were  crowned  with  a foliage 
<)f  perpetual  verdure  ; feveral  of  them  falling, 
from  age,  found  a lupport  on  their  neighbours, 
and  fell  to  the  ground  only  in  proportion  as  they 
rotted.  The  moft  vigorous  vegetation  forms  an 
admirable  contrail  with  this  ftate  of  decay  ; and 
]\erc  is  feen,  in  all  its  grandeur,  the  Itriking 
picture  of  Nature,  who^  left  to  herfelf,  dedroys 
only  to  renovate. 

The  trees  of  tlfis  forefl  were  not,  however, 
lb  thick  as  to  prevent  our  entering  it.  Wc 
walked  a long  time  over  a foil  where  ^ the 
waters,  being  occadonally  obflrudted  in  their 
courfe,  had  formed  raarlhes  : we  vidted  their 
banks, and  we  found,  farther  on^fome  Im.all  rivu- 
lets of  very  good  water.  Almod  every  where  was, 
feen  an  excellent  vegetable  mould,  pften  up- 
wards of  four  decimeters  in  depth  ; it  lies  oi^ 
a reddifn  and  femetimes  a gray  free-ftonc. 


We 
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We  here  and  there  met  with  an  argillaceous 
farth,  which,  imbibing  water  with  the  greatefi: 
facility,'  forms  quagmires:  betides,  this  clay, 
carried  away  by  the  waters  that  filtrate  through 
the  lands,  has  left  little  cavities,  and  fometimes 
large  pools,  the  furface  of  which  being  covered 
with  plants  conceals  the  danger.  One  moment’s 
inadvertence  would  occation  a perfon  to  fall  in  ; 
and  indeed  this  happened  a few  days  after  to  the 
Surgeon  of  the  Efperance.  Being  out  a fhooting, 
he  thought  that  he  was  letting  his  foot  on 
folid  ground,  and  he  funk  into  a very  deep 
pond.  He  difappeared  in  an  inttant  ; but  for-* 
tunately  he  could  fwim. 

We  found  in  the  woods  fome  fkeletons  of 
huts.  Small  branches  of  trees  were  difpofed  to 
receive  the  bark  with  whicli  the  natives  cover 

f 

thefe  cabins. 

This  cxcurfion  procured  us  various  fpecies  of 
eucalypus^  among  which  was  that  detignated 
by  White  under  the  name  of  eucalyptus  refini- 
fera.  It  is  a very  large  tree,  the  fungous  bark 
of  which  is  eatily  detached,  and  is  often  near 
a decimeter  in  thicknefs.  It  produces  a retinous 
gum  ot  a reddifh  colour,  which  is  afiringent, 
and  may  be  ufed  in  medicine.  We  alfo  gathered 
fcvcral  fpccimens  of  philadeJphuSy  a new''  fpe- 
cics  of  epacris{  and  the  Banhfid  integrifoUay  kc. 

On 
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On  the  fkirts  of  the  ihore  we  met  Citizen 
Riches  fervant,  highly  pleafed  with  having 
killed  a- few  birds  which  he  was  carrying  to  his 
mafler.  This  fervant^  recovering  from  indifpo- 
fition,  was  ftill  under  the  care  of  the  Surgeon  of 
the  Efpérance,  who  thought  that  he  had  a right 
to  the  game  killed  by  his  patient  ; but  neither 
the  threats  of  being  purged,  nor  even  thofe  of 
being  put  on  a low  diet,  could  extort  from  hirn 
a tingle  bird.  And  indeed  the  Doctor  kept  his 
word  ; he  obliged  him  to  fubmit  to  a regimen, 
and  to  fwallow  a purgative.  This  poor  fellow 
learnt,  by  fad  .experience,  the  danger  of  refift- 
ing  the  furgeon  of  a thip.  From  that  day,  when- 
ever he  went  a fhooting^  he  no  fooner  faw  M. 
Jouanet,  however  far  diftant,  than  he  ran  off 
as  fall  as  his  legs  could  carry  him. 

We  proceeded  for  fome  time  towards  the 
north-eaft,  and  before  dark,  we  reached  the 
fhore  the  neareft  to  our  fhips,  to  which  we  ez- 
pe6led  to  be  conveyed  immediately,  as  we  had 
been  promiftd  to  have  4 boat  fent  for  us  as  fooii 
as  we  hailed.  We  might  have  been  put  on 
board  in  five  minutes,  but  we  were  obliged  to 
wait  with  patience  for  two  hours  on  the  beach. 
It  would  have  been  proper  to  have  a boat  folely 
(Jefiined  for  the  ufe  of  the  naturalifts. 

One  of  our  party  Ihot,  on  the  lake,  a bird 
very  aflonifliing  for  the  lingularity  of  its  plu- 
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mage  ; ît  was  a new  fpecies  of  fwaii5  a little 
larger  than  ours.  It  had  the  lame  fine  fliape  ; 
colour^  of  a fhining  black,  was  as  remarkable 
as  the  white  colour  of  our  fwan  ; it  had  only  fix 
large  white  feathers  in  each  wing  ; a charadter 
which  I have  conllantly  remarked  in  feveral 
others  that  were  killed  afterwards.  The  bill  at 
the  upper  mandible  is  of  a red  colour,  with  a 
tranfverfal  whitifh  flripe  towards  the  extremity. 
On  the  bafe  of  the  male's  bill  is  to  be  obferved 
a fvvelling,  forming  two  protuberances  hardly 
perceptible  in  that  of  the  female.  The  lower 
mandible  is  red  on  the  edges  and  whitifli  un- 
derneath. The  feet  are  of  a dark  gray.  ( See 
Plate  IX. y 

On  the  24th,  it  was  ten  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing before  I could  deferibe  and  prepare  the  fpect- 
mens  which  I had  colledled  the  day  before.  I 
then  went  to  vifit  the  country  lituated  to 'the 
eaftward  of  our  anchorage. 

After  having,  gone  feveral  times  into  the 
woods  a kilometer  at  moft  from  the  fea-fliore,  I 
was  obliged  to  return  towards  the  beach,  it  was 
fo  difficult  to  penetrate  into  thefe  forefts.  Not 
only  did  the  underwood  prevent  my  entrance, 
but  the  paffes  were  often  barred  by  large  trees 
fallen  to  the  ground.  Tlie  direction  from  foulh- 
weft  to  north-eafl,  which  they  have  generally 
taken  in  their  fall,  proves  tliat  they  had  been 

blown 
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blown  down  by  the  violent  fouth-eafi:  winds. 
Thefe  trees,  the  roots  of  which  are  nearly  hori- 
zontal, take  little  hold  of  the  foil;  fometimes 
they  occupy  in  tlieir  fall  a large  extent  of  ground, 
which  at  a diftance  exhibits  all  the  appearance^ 
of  a wall  raifed  by  the  hand  of  man. 

The  hneft  trees  in  this  country  are  fpecles  of 
eucalyptus  ; their  ordinary  thicknefs  is  hx  meters*; 
I meafured  fcveral  of  them  that  were  not  lefs 
than  eight  metefs  and  a half  in  circumference. 
The  fpungy  bark  of  the  eucalyptus  reJJnifera^  be^- 
come  flippery  from  the  humidity  that  conhantly 
prevails  in  thefe  thick*  forefts,  flill  ' augmented 
the  difficulty  of  penetrating  into  them;  This 
bark  is  detached  with  the  greateh  eafe  in  pieces 
extremely  pliant,*  which  the  natives  make  ufé 
of  to  cover  their  cabins  ; there  arc  ftripSj  often 
four  decimeters  in  breadth,  which  fall  off  of  them- 
felves  from  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk  ; it  is 
not  difficult  to  pull  off  pieces  of  eight  or  tea 
meters  in  length. 

Molt  of  the  large  trees,  near  the  fea;  have 
been  excavated  by  hre  towards  their  root.  Thefë 
apertures,  which  are  for  the  mod  part  fituated 
to  the  north-ead,  form  a fhelter  againd  the 
fouth-wed  wind,  which  appears  to  be  the  mod 
prevailing  and  the  mod  impetuous.  There  can 
be  no  doubt  but  they  are  the  work  of  man  ; for. 
had  they  been  fet  on  fire  by  accident,  as  by  the 

combufiion 
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r^mbnfiîon  of  fhrubs  growing  in  tire  fhade  of 
theic  foreits,  the  tree  would*  have  fuffercd  in 
every  part  of  its  circumference.  Thefc  excava- 
tions in  trees  ferve  as  a place  of  llieltcr  to  the 
natives,  who  come  hither  to  make  their  meals  : 
we  found  here  remains  of  lobders  .and  other 
Ihell-fith  which  they  had  been  eating  : we  law 
alfo,  in  feveral  of  them,  the  afhes  of  fmall  fires 
which  they  had  kindled  to  drefs  their  food.  The 
favages  arc  not  in  the  greatefi;  lafety  under  thefe 
large  trees,  partly  undermined  by  fire  ; a Itrong 
wind  nîay‘  blow  them  down  ; nor  do  they  lie 
within  them  too  much  at  their  eafe,  for  the 
ground  is  often  very  unequal,  and  vœ  perceived 
no  means  taken  for  diminilliing  its  hardnefs. 
Anderfon  fpeaks  of  fire-places  of  ulay  made  in 
tbefe  trees  by  tlie  natives.  The  clay  which  i 
faw  there  did  not  appear  to  me  to  be  fafhion- 
ed  by  the  hand  of  man  ; it  is  fomethnes  to  be 
found  naturally  attached  between  the  boughs  at  a 
greater  or  lefs  height.  Befides,  the  favages,  as 
wc  fhall  fee  in  the  fequel,  do  not  conftruâ  fire- 
places ; they  make  their  fire  fimply  on  the 
ground,  and  it  is  on  the  coals  that  they  drels 
their  vi(flual3.  v 

V 

Some  of  the  thickefi:  trees,  excavated  by  fire 
throughout  their  whole  length,  formed  a fort  of 
chimney  ; yet  they  did  not  the  lefs  continue  to 
■vegetate. 

Several 
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Several  larj^e  trees  which  we  felled  dnrin<»  ouf 
liay,  were,  notwithüanding  their  very  healthy 
appearance,  difeovered  to  be  rotten  in  the  heart. 

After  having  followed  the  fea-fhore,  which 
extends  to  the  fouth-caft,  forming  various  finu- 
ofities,  we  wifhed  to  penetrate  acrofs  fome 
inarfhes,  and  get  to  the  places  made  folid  by  the 
roots  of  plants  ; but  a new  fpecies  of fehrya^  two 
or  three  meters  in  lieight,  the  leaves  of  which 
cut  our  hands  and  face,  prevented  us  from  pro- 
ceeding farther. 

In  this  excurfion  I killed  fome  birds  of  the 
motacilla  genus,  and  different  parrots,  amon^ 
which  I remarked  the  New  Caledonia  parrot, 
deferibed  by  Latham. 

We  returned  towards  the  entrance  of  the  har- 
bour, where  our  people  had  jud  been  erecting 
the  tents  of  the  obfervatorv  ; w^e  w^ere  certain  to 
find  there  a boat  to  carry  us  on  board. 

The  aflronomers  w'aited  near  eight  hours  and 
a quarter  to  obferve  Jupiter’s  drd  fatellites  ; 
but  notwithflanding  their  diligence  they  were 
not  in  proper  time,  and  the  obfervation  could 
not  be  made.  Bonvouloir,  one  of  the  officers 
of  our  fhip,  wlio  had  long  before  made  the  pre- 
liminary calculations,  w^as  fo  affected  at  this 
difappointment-  that  he  could  not  relrain  from 
ftedding  tears. 


One 


OP  LA  PEROUSE. 


H5 

. One  of  our  fportfmen  found  a young  kan- 
garoo on  the  fea-fhorc.  This  animal,  after 
having  run  a hundred  meters  on  thefand,  leaped 
into  the  water,  and  was  killed.  It  is  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  that  in  its  courfe  it  made  very  good  ulc  of 
all  its  four  legs,  refting  upon  its  fore  feet,  which, 
as  well  as  the  hind  ones,  are  without  hair  under- 
neath ; although,  from  the  manner  in  which  this 
animal  has  been  reprefented,  it  feems  not  calcu- 
lated to  employ,  in  running,  any  but  its  hind 
legs.  As  it  comes  out  of  its  burrow  much 
more  by  night  . than  by  day,  nature  has  provided 
it  with  a membrane,  known  to  zoologifts  under 
the  denomination  of  rnenibrcina  niâïitans,  lituated 
at  the  interior  angle  of  the  eye,  and  extending  at 
pleafure  over  the  whole  ball.  Its  llomach,  which 
was  filled  with  herbs,  was  divided  by  three  large 
and  very  difiinft  partitions.  This  chara6ler 
would  appear  to  affimilate  it  to  ruminating  qua- 
drupeds. It  had  the  tefticles  on  the  outfide. 
Thefe  animals  find  probably  fome  food  on  the 
fea-fliore,  for  the  marks  of  their  feet  are  fre- 
quently to  be  feen  on  the  fands. 

On  the  25th  of  April,  after  having  delivered 
to  the  painter  a few  plants  to  have  them  drawn, 
I walked  towards  the  fouth-eafi,  following  the 
windings  of  the  beach  : large  pebbles,  very  flip- 
pery  and  heaped  together  on  its  borders,  ren- 
dered the  road  very  difficult. 

VOL.  r. 
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We  foon  found,  at  the  entrance  of  the  wood, 
a fhed,  erecfted  by  the  natives,  in  order  to  fheltet 
them  from  the  fea  breezes  ; it  was  conltrudled  of 
flrips  of  the  bark  of  the  eucalyptus  reftnifera^  in- 
terwoven  in  ftakes  fixed  perpendicularly  in  the 
ground,  and  difpofed  fo  as  to  form  an  arch  of 
the  third  of  the  circumference  of  a circle,  being 
three  meters  in  length  by  one  meter  in  height. 
Its  convex  fide  was  turned  towards  the  fea  : a 
fmall  fpot  of  a circular  form  covered  with  afhes, 
and  clofe  by  it  the  remains  of  fhell-fifh,  indi- 
cated the  place  where  the  inhabitants  had  pre- 
pared their  meal.  This  fort  of  Ikreen  is  very 
ufeful  to  prevent  their  fires  from  being  extin- 
guiüied,  when  the  fea  breezes  blow  with  vio- 
lence. 

After  liaving  crofled  a tongue  of  land,  we 
proceeded  with  difficulty  in  the  mi  dit  of  the 
tnoving  fands  of  a vafl  beach,  the  Ikirts  of  which 
-the  fea  had  jufi:  overflowed. 

We  found  at  the  entrance  of  the  wood  another 
ihed,  of  the  fame  fhape  and  height  as  the  former, 
but  it  was  twice  as  long  : we  faw  in  it  forne 
fragments  of  water-veflels.  They  were  pieces 
of  the  fucus  palrmtus^  which  had  been  damaged, 
and  could  be  of  no  farther  ufe  to  the  inhabitants. 

W e were  now  on  the  banks  of  a lake  which 
, communicates  with  the  fea  at  high  water.  . This 
. . laKe 


OP  LA  PEROUSE.  147 

lake  îs  not  above  a kilometer  and  a half  long,  by 
a demi* kilometer  at  its  greatefl:  breadth. 

On  our  return,  by  a more  diredt  path  through 
the  wood,  we  perceived  fome  fkeletons.of  ca- 
bins. Branches  fixed  in  the  ground  by  the  two 
ends  were  fupported  one  upon  the  other,  to 
form  hemifpherical  huts,  of  a meter  and  a half 
in  height  : the  leaves  of  a particular  fort  of  grafs 
were  ufed  as  faftenings,  and  held  together  this 
frame,  which  was  then  almoft  far  enough  ad- 
vanced to  receive  the  covering  of  bark  that  ren- 
ders thefe  cabins  impervious  to  rain. 

It  appeared  that  the  human  fpecies  is  here  very 
fcarce  or  very  fhy.  Although  a great  number 
of  perfons  belonging  to  the  two  fhips  had 
fauntered  to  a conliderable  difiance,  they  had  not 
met  with  a fingle  inhabitant; 

There  prevail  at  Cape  Diemen,  on  account  of 
its  high  latitude,  impetuous  winds,  which  come 
down  in  flurries  from  the  fummit  of  the  moun- 
tains. For  fear  of  expofing  our  cables  to  be  rot- 
ted in  the  muddy  bottom  where  we  lay  at  an- 
chor, it  had  been  refolved  to  take  them  in,  and 
to  ride  by  our  chain.  A violent  fquall  from  the  - 
north-weft  carried  us  adrift,  and  we  went  afhore 
on  the  eaft  coaft,  working  ourfelves  into  the  mud. 
After  having  got  in  the  fliort  piece  of  cable  made 
faft  to  the  chain,  we  were  greatly  aftonifhed  to 
fee  that  one  of  the  links  was  broken.  No  fla\y 
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was  obferved  in  the  iron  ; but  it  appeared  that  a 
, brittle  fort  of  iron  had  been  employed  in  the  fa- 
brication  of  the  chain.  It  was  fortunate  for  us 
that  we  made  the  trial  of  it  in  a harbour,  wlierc 
we  ran  no  other  rifle  than  that  of  getting  into  the 
mud  \ otherwife  this  chain,  on  which  we  built 
our  fafety,  might  have  occafioned  the  lofs  of  the 
Ihip, 

On  the  .26th  I was  obliged  to  flay  on  board 
all  day,  in  order  to  prepare  and^fcribe  the  nu- 
merous fpecimens  of  natural  hiflory  which  I had 
before  colle6led. 

Next  morning  at  day-break  we  fet  out,  with 
an  intention  of  going  to  as  great  a diflance  as  we 
could.  We  landed  to  the  fouth-eaft.  ‘After 
liaving  fkirted  along  the  fliore,  a path,  fre- 
quented by  the  natives,  enabled  us  to  crofs  the 
forefl  that  lay  to  thc.lbuth.  We  at  length  reached 
a fine  Tandy  beach,  which  extends  near  two  kilo- 
meters in  the  fame  direélion. 

A charming  Ipecies  oiengerGu^  the  woody  flem 
of  which  was  covered  with  very  final!  fiefhy 
leaves,  grew  in  thefe  arid  regions.  Although 
the  wind  was  very  faint,  the  fca  broke  with  vio- 
lence, and  overflowed  a great  extent  of  beach  : 
of  three  fucceffive  waves  we  obferved  very  i*egu- 
larly  one,  which,  after  having  rifen  much  higher 
than  the  others,  fpread  much  farther,  and  obliged 
us  to  keep  at  a greater  dlftance  from  the  fea-lide. 

On 
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On  a little  hillock  which  projects  towards  the 
fca/î  procured  the  pretty  fpecies  oibankjlu  which 
Gfærthà*  ddïgnates  under  the  name  of  hanhfia 
giihofiu  ‘ ' 

We  were  proceeding  acrofs  tlie  foreft  not  far 
from  the  fea,  when  one  of  oiir  party  law-  a young 
native^  who  fled  terrified  at  a fhot  fired  at' a bird., 
Ilaving  toon  been  apprifed  of  this-rnecfing,  each 
of  us  ran  to  the  fpot,  with  an  intention^of  cn-- 
joying  an  interview  with  the  Inhabitants  of  this 
country  ; but  our  tefearches  were  to  no  purpofe  ; 
the  young  favage  had  difappearedy  dartirig  pre- 
cipitately into  the  clofeft  thickets,  at' the  rifle  of 
tearing  his  fkin,  for  he  wore  no* clothes. 
found  at  the  place  from  which  he  had  run  away, 
a fhed  to  keep  off  the  fea  breeze.  Hard  by  a 
ipring,  whence  iflTued  very  clear'  water,  I found 
fome  vertebra ^ th(5  body  of  which  was  feven  cen^«“ 
timeters  thick,  and  a pretty  large  os  frontisy 
which  L judged  to  have  belonged  to  fome  amphi- 
bious animal.  ‘ ^ 

The  hope  of  meeting  with  the  favages  made 
us  determine  to  continue  to  advance  into  the 
woods,  and  there  pafs  the  night.  We  walked  for 
an  hour  towards  the  fouth-éafl,  opening  to  our- 
fclves  a difficult  rgad,  till  we  arrived  at  a large 
plain,  which  extends  to  the  fea-fhore.  Here 
grew  a fine  fpecies  oi  iîimofay  with  long  fingle 
leaves  of  an  ov^l  form,  the  perves  of  which  are 
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falientand  longitudinal*  This  tree  bears  femv 
circular  pods,  and  its  height  is  commonly  from 
eight  to  ten  meters. 

Night  obliged  us  to  feek  a fhelter.  We  could 
not  take  advantage  of  the  retreats  which  were 
afforded  by  the  large  trunks  of  trees  excava.ted 
by  the  natives  : we  were  at  too  great  a diftance 
from  them,  and  it  was  neceffary  to  have  recourfe 
to  a pole-axe,  with  w'hich  one  of  us  had  had  the 
precaution  to  provide  himfelf.  Some  branches 
cut  on  the  fpot  ferved  to  cre61;  a hut  on  a,  piece 
of  ground,  the  hardnefs  of  which  wasdiminifhed 
by  a bed  of  fern,  of  a fpecies  which  differed  little 
from  ih^  polypodiu7u  dichotomum. 

Standing  on  the  fkirts  of  the  fhore,  our  view 
extended  afar,  and  we  perceived  nothing  that  in- 
dicated the  pre fence  of  natives.  We  kindled  a 
fire,  the  cold  being  very  intenfe.  ^ 

The  flate  of  our  provifions  did  not  dlfpiel  all 
apprehenfion  rcfpetffing  our  means  of  fubfift- 
ence  ; for  before  we  had  quitted,  the  fhip  we  had 
taken  only  one  day’s  provifions  ; but  the  failors 
who  accompanied  us,  being  accuftomed  never 
to  travel  without  bifeuit,  had  ftill,  fome  left. 
With  this  fupply  we  had  the  greateft  need  of 
water,  which  it > was  neceffary  to  fetch  at  two  ^ 
kilometers  difiancc.  It  required  a.  good  appetite 
to  be  fatisfied  with  fuch  a fupper. 

There  being  feven  of  us,  we  bad  not  much  to 

fear 
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fôar  from  the  natives.  Ho^^eWr,  we  arranged 
mVtfers*  fo  tliat  each  of  us  fliggld  keep  watch  in 
His  turn,  in  order  to  be  apprifed  of  their  mp* 
tipns,  in  cafe  any  of  them  fliould  pay  us  a vifit. . 

The  cold  obliged  us  to  abandon  our  hut,  and 
go  and  deep  near  the  fire. 

On  the  zSth,  as  loon  as  day  appeared,  we 
\vent  à fhooting,  to  provide  ourfelves  a break- 
fafi  : two  of  us  in  a very  fhort  time  brought  in  a 
crow  and  an  oyfter-catcher.  Thcfc  birds  were 
immediately  broiled  and  eaten,  as  if  they  had 
been  a choice  difh. 

It  had  been  neceiTary  the  preceding  evening  to 
reduce  ourfelves  to  a very  moderate  allowance, 
in  order  to  have  fomething  to  live  on  next  day  ; 
but  we  difeovered,  when  too  late,  that  our  pro- 
yifions  had  been  confided  to  unfafe  hands  : for 
.we  found  only  four  bifcults  out  of  fix,  of  which 
our  flock  had  confllted.  A greater  breach  of 
truft  would  have  obliged  us  to  return  on  board 
immediately,  and  we  fhould  have  had  t)be  mor- 
tification of  being  deprived  of  the  advantage  of 
extending  our  refearches  farther. 

We  were  not  long  in  reaching  the  banks  of  a 
large  lake,  which  communicates  with  the  fea,  by 
an  opening  of  about  forty  meters  in  width.  Our 
endeavours  to  ford  it  were  fruitlefs  ; it  being  too 
deep  towards  the  middle.  ^ 
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Among  the  great  number  of  plants  which 
grew  in  the  neighbouring  woods,  w e found  the 
fcJiejJlera  re-pens^  and  feveral  fpeciés  of  a new  ge- 
nus of  the  family  of  the  pediculares,  and  nearly  al- 
lied to  the  polygala.  Among  thé  iTifnbs  which 
adorned  thete  lands,  lying  towards  the  fcay  w'-C' 
remarked  a fine  fpecies  of  the  fingle-lcaved  mi- 
moja,  the  legume  of  which  was  fhaped  in  the 

form  of  an  S.  ■ 

% 

We  faw  with  a wifhful  eye,  a numerous' 
flock  of  black  fwans,  which  fwam  away  from  us. 
1 remarked  to  the  fouth-eaft,  towards  the  fhorc 
oppofite  to  the  lake,  fome  iflots  covered  with 
fhmbs.  We  fliot  various  fpecies  offnipcs,  when 
we  advanced  to  the  fouth-eatl,  in  order  to  reach 
the  extremity  the  farthefi  from  the  fca.  The 
bottom  of  the  lake  is  fo  even,  that  we  fcarcely 
found  the  difference  of  a demi-meter  of  water 
in  the  fpace  of  upwards  of  a heéloraeter.  It  is 
covered  with  a prodigious  quantity  of  fhells, 
partly  dedroyed  by  the  hand  of  time. 

We  found  on  its  banks  the  crithmiim  7narhnini^ 
and  at  a fhort  diftance  from  them  a new  fpecies 
of  parfley,  which  I denominated  aphim  projtra- 
ium,  on  account  of  the  difpolition  of  its  flem, 
which  is  always  prodrate  on  the  ground.  Its  ana- 
logy with  the  known  fpecies  of  the  fame  genus 
made  me  confider  it  as  a good  article  of  food,  and 
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TT\y  liopes  were  not  deceived.  We  carried  on 
board  an  ample  flock  of  it,  which  was  received 
with  joy  by  navigators  who  felt  the  neceffity  of 
counteracting,  by  the  ufe  of  vegetables,  the  bad 
effecSts  of  the  fait  provifions,  on  which  we  had 
lived  in  the  pafTage  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  to  Cape  Diemen.  A rivulet,  lituated  to 
the  weft  ward  of  the  lake,  there  carried  its  limpid 
waters,  in  which  we  foaked  the  little  bifeuit  vve 
had  remaining. 

It  was  not  eafy,  after  fo  long  a walk,  to  return 
to  our  fhips,  paffing  through  forefts  which  wo 
had  not  before  vifited.  It  would  have  been  dan* 
gerous  to  lofe  our  way,  as  we  had  but  a fmall 
flock  of  provifions.  The  fun,  which  was  now 
well  advanced  in  its  courfe,  ferved  to  dire6l  us. 

At  firfl  we  eafily  proceeded  along  a fine  plain, 
where  were  growing  lèverai  fhrubs  of  the  family 
of  the  ericce^  and  of  the  lot  'u 

Very  thick  underwood  then  impeded  our  pro- 
grefs.  The  inequalities  of  the  ground  occafion- 
plly  obfiru (Sled  the  courfe  of  the  waters  : we  were 
often  obliged  to  crofs  marfhes  ; but  the  numerous 
plants  with  which  they  were  covered  made  us  for- 
get the  difficulties  that  occurred  in  the  road. 
Among  the  plants  which  I colleâed,  were  two  new 
fpecies  of  rofa  folk  ; one  of  them,  which  I call 
dr  of  era  hifurca,  is  remarkable  for  the  lingular  form 
of  its  leaves  \ thefe  confifl  of  two  long  points, 
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fituated  at  the  extremity  of  each  petal,  which  pro- 
ceeds from  the  root  of  the  plant. 

It  was  no  fmall  effort,  after  two  days  hard 
walking,  to  reach  the  harbour  yv  here  our  fliips 
were  lying.  We  arriv.cd  at  its  northern  extre- 
ipity,  whence  we  favv  the  veffels  at  a great  dif- 
tance.  The  difficulty  of  the  road  had  made  U5 
give  up  every  hope  of  getting  fo  far  that  even- 
ing, when  fortunately  we  found  a boat  which 
carried  us  on  board. 

Crétin,  one  of  the  officers  of  our  ffiip,  had 
been  fent  by  the  Admiral  along  with  the  geo- 
graphical engineer,  in  the  launch,  to  reconnoitre 
Storm  Bay.  On  their  return,  they  related 
that,  after  having  proceeded  feveral  myriameters 
into  a channel  which  we  had  left  on  the  flar- 
board  hand  when  we  entered  the  bay,  every 
thing  concurred  to  juftify  the  opinion  that  thi^ 
was  a lirait.  The  different  places  where  they 
founded  had  affor4ed  throughout  very  good  an- 
chorage. 

I did  not  go  far  from  jthe  fhip  the  two  follow- 
ing days.  My  mornings  were  employed  in  de- 
fcribing  and  preparing  the  abundant  colledHbii 
which  I had  made  in  my  lall  excurfion. 

The  environs  which  I vilitçd  in  the  afternoon 
procured  me  various  plants  of  the  family  of  the 
orchis.  Some  of  thefe  I put  into  the  hands  of 
the  painter  to  be  drawn. 

Our 
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Our  people  went  out  regularly  every  evening 
xyith  the  feiiic,  and  brought  back  a great  quantity 
of  filh.  The  meals  which  we  got  on  board, 
formed  a very  ftriking  contraft'Avifh  thofe  wc  had 
been  obliged  to  make  on  fhore. 

It  may  not  be  improper  to  mention,  that  al- 
though the  naturalihs  aflerted  their  right  to  take 
with  them  in  their  excurlions  the  frefh  provi- 
fions  to  which  they  were  entitled,  they  could  not 
obtain  the  fmallell:  pprtlon  of  them;  fomebifeuit, 
cheefe,  brandy,  and  occafionally  fait  pork,  flill 
continued  to  be  our  whole  allowance.  The 
reafons  which  we  alleged  were  fufheient  to  eRa* 
bliRi  our  claim;  but  we  were  neverthelefs  flip- 
plied  in  the  fame  manner  during  all  the  voyage, 
I fhould  have  abftained  from  mentioning' this 
fadt,  were  it  not  that  it  may  be  of  forae  ufe  to 
liaturaliRs  who  embark  on  fimilar  expeditions. 

On  the  lit  of  May  I went  to  the  weftward, 

\ 

to  the  other  fide  of  the  harbour.  The  fh allow- 
nefs  of  the  bottom  kept  the  boat  at  a confiderable 
diRance  from  the  beach,  fo  that  I was  obliged 
to  get  into  the  water  to  reach  the  fhore. 

I followed  the  coafl:  to  the  northward,  occa- 
fionally going  into  the  woods.  As  it  was  low 
water,  it  was  ealy  to  keep  along  the  Ikirts  of  the 
beach.  Some  hollows  made  in  the  fand  in  the 
lhape  of  a funnel,  concealed  each  a fmall  glo- 
bular crab,  which  had  made  this  hole;  and  as 

foon 
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foon  as  the  water  had  retired,  it  regained  its 
habitual  abode.  It  appeared  to  me,  that  thefe 
holes,  of  which  thofe  of  pur  lion-ants,  will  give  a 
juft  idea,  fervid*  them  alfo  as  a fnare  to  entrap 
their  prey. 

I was  agreeably  furprifed  with  the  fingular 
form  of  a new  genus  of  mulhrooin,  which  grew 
from  the  middle  of  the  mofles  with  which  the 
ground  w^as  covered.  The  difpolition  of  its  rays 
made  me  name  it  aferoe. 

Its  root  conlifts  of  fmall  tilaments  attached  to 
a fungous  tubercle,  on  which  refts  a volva,  glo- 
bular, whitifh,  and  gelatinous,  marked  with 
feven  Jlrïa^^  without  and  within. 

From  the  middle  of  this  volva  ifTues  a 
reddifh  peduncle  (Jîipes),  nearly  cylindrical,  hol- 
low throughout  its  whole  length,  and  open  at 
its  upper  extremity,  which  is  expanded,  of  a 
beautiful  red  colour,  and  divided  into  fix  bifur- 
cated rays,  yellowilh  at  their  extremity. 

This  mufhroom  is  fmooth  in  every  part. 

This  new  genus  ought  to  be  claffed  next  to  the 
flialhs  genus  of  Linnæus. 

Explanation  of  the  Figures  of  Plate  XII, 

Fig.  I.  The  mufhroom  feen  of  its  natural 
lize. 

Fig.  2.  The  volva  cleft  in  two,  in  order  to 
exhibit  its  inlide. 
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Fig.  3.  1\\c^ciàm\dc  (flipes),  open  through- 
out its  whole  length. 

Some  mountains  lituated  to  the  weftward,  and 
of  gradual  declivity,  formed  a beautiful  valley, 
where  their  waters,  after  having  colledled  in  a 
/Treat  number  of  little  rivulets,  went  and  dif- 

O 

charged  themfelves  into  the  harbour.  The 
remains  of  the  large  decayed  trees,  with  which 
the  ground  was  covered,  had  given  to  thefe  waters 
a flight  brown  tint. 

The  \voods  became  lefs  thick,  and  we  foon 
perceived  a vail:  glade,  extending  upwards  of  two^ 
kilometers  towards  the  weft.  The  ftirubs  grow- 
ing very  clofe,  and  the  bottoms  being  occupied  by 
niarftics,  rendered  the  accefs  to  it  difficult  : we 
not  only  ran  the  rifk  of  finking  into  the  mud, 
but  we  were  frequently  fiopped  by  a new  fpecies 
of  fcleria,  which  I call  fder la  grandis^  becaufe  it 
grows  fometimes  to  the  height  of  four  meters  ; 
its  leaves  are  as  fliarp  as  a piece  of  glafs  : its 
oval  and  reddifh  feeds  contain  a fmall  oily 
kernel,  of  which  the  parrakeets  are  extremely 
fond,  notwitbftanding  the  great  hardnefs  of  its 
fhell. 

The  fhrub  the  moft  diffufed  in  thefe  bottoms, 
was  a new  fpecies  of  emhothrium^  remarkable  for 
the  toughnefs  of  its  foliage.  Each  leaf  prefents 
an  oval  form,  and  is  a decimeter  long  by  three  cen- 
timeters broad. 

We 
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We  followed  a difficult  road,  in  the  intentlod 
of  repairing  towards  the  place  where  water  was 
procured  for  the  fhips.  The  night  overtook,  us 
half  way;  and,  to  complete  our  misfortunes,  a 
very  impetuous  wefterly  wind  brought  fo  heavy 
a fall  of  rain,  that  we  were  obliged,  like  the 
favages  of  New  Holland,  to  feek  a fhelter  in  tlie 
trunks  of  trees  which  they  had  excavated.  It  was  to 
be  apprehended,  that  fuchbad  weather  would  ren- 
der utelefs  (he  lignais  which  we  made  for  a boat 
to  be  fent  to  us.  We  were  preparing  to  pals  a 
very  bad  night  in  the  midd  of  thefe  forçds,  when 
we  heard  the  voice  of  fome  failors,  who  were 
come  to  look  for  us,  in  order  to  take  us  on  board. 

After  feveral  attempts,  we  had  at  length  fuc- 
ceeded  in  weighing  the  anchor  to  which  was  made 
fait  the  chain  that  had  broken  on  the  25th  of 
April.  The  drag  had  been  employed  in  vain, 
for  the  chain  was  funk  too  deep  in  the  mud. 
Betides,  the  ground  was  fo  good  for  holding, 
that  the  two  launches  together  had  condantly 
filled  with  water  in  purclialing  on  the  buoy- 
rope.  The  anchor  was  at  fo  great  a depth  in 
the  mud,  that  the  divers  had  never  been  able  to 
difeover  its  bill  ; it  had  been  found  necelfary  to 
have  recourfe  to  the  cap  hern.  From  thaf  time 
we  felt  the  necctfity  of  doubling  the  buoy-rope, 
and  of  weighing  the  anchors  occationally,  in  order 
toprevent  them  from  burying  thcmfelves  too  deep. 

Two 
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Two  boats  had  a fécond  time  been  dlfpatched, 
to  reconnoitre  the  north-eaft  part  of  Storm  Bay, 
as  far  as  Tafman’s  Head  ; they  returned  at  the 
end  of  four  days:  the  rcfult  of  their  difeoveries 
appeared  to  be,  that  Tafman’s  Head  and  Adven- 
ture Bay  made  a part  of  an  ifland  feparated  from 
Van  Diemen’s  Land.  After  having  gone  up  the 
channel  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  43°  17' fouth, 
the  want  of  provilions  had  prevented  them  from 
proceeding  farther. 

On  the  2d  of  May,  the  bufinefs  I had  to  do  on 
board  permitted  me  not  to  ftray  far  from  the  Ihip. 

The  next  day,  the  3d,  we  traverfed  a glade 
fltuated  to  the  north-eaft,  which  led  us  towards 
the  great  lake.  In  a preceding  excurfion  we  had 
feen  the  fouth  part  of  it  ; but  it  was  necefPary  to 
vifit  its  northern  tide,  the  diveriified  lites  of 
which  had  made  us  expedl  an  abundant  harveit; 
and  our  hopes  were  not  difappointed.  Its  banks 
were  frequently  fleep  and  of  difficult  accefs;  the 
water  came  in  a great  many  places  to  the  foot  of 
thefe  dikes.  Various  fpecies  of  fingle-lcavcd 
‘mimofa  were  growing  under  the  ffiade  of  the 
large  trees.  ' 

It  appeared  to  us  that  the  natives  came  from 
time  to  time  to  take  up  their  abode  on  the  banks 
of  this  lake,  the  fhell-filh  of  which  afforded  them 
an  abundance  of  food.  We  had  not  gone  far 
before  we  faw  a hut,  which  thev  had  confrru'Slcd 
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a few  yards  from  the  water-fide  ; . it  exhibited 

• ■ ^ V .-v  - 

nearly  the  form  of  a deml-ovab  fifteen  meters  in 
height  by  lixteen  in  breadth  ,at  its  bafe.  Some 
flakes  driven  into  the  ground  at  both  ends,  and 
bent  into  a femicircle,  fupported  each  other  fa 
as  to  form  a pretty  folid  frame,  which  was  co- 
vered with  bark. 

Among  the  numerous  articles  which  we  col- 
ledlcd,  I was  ftruck  witli  the  beauty  of  the 
flowers  of  a new  fpecies  of  aJetris\  they  were 
remarkable  tor  their  colour,  which  was  a bright 

red. 

The  feafon  being  now  far  advanced,  was  unfa- 
vourable to  the  rhultipllcation  of  infefts  : accord- 
ingly they  were  very  fcarce. 

Having  ftill  a few  hours  daylight,  we  ad- 
varxed  towards  the  foiith,  in, order  to  get  to  the 
anchorage;  but  it  was  quite  dark  when  we 
reached  a fandy  beach,  which  ferved  us.as  a land- 
mark. We  were  at  a great  diftance  from  our' 
fliips,  and  it  was  half  paft  nine  o.’clock  before 
we  arrived  at  the  tents  of  the  obfervatory,  where 
we  found  no  difficulty  in  getting  on  board. 

é 

• I did  not  go  far  the  two  following  days,  the 

4th  and  5th,  becaufe  I had  to  ftuff  the  fkin  of 

feveral  birds,  and  to  deferibe  the  articles  which  I 

hard  colledled. 

* 

Tlie  too  confined  fpace  of  the  fhip  laid  me 
under  the  aeCeffity  o(  having  dried  in  the  oven 

the 
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the  paper  which  ferved  for  the  prefervation  of 
the  plants. 

My  cabin  being  already  full,  I had  no  other 
place  than  the  great  cabin  to  dépolit  part  of  the 
fpecimens  of  the  vegetables,  before  they  were 
completely  dried.  Dauribeau,  who  did  the  duty 
of  hrâ  lieutenant,  was  of  opinion,  that  articles 
of  natural  hillory  ought  not  to  encumber  this 
place,  and  ordered  my  two  preffes  to  be  turned 
out  with  the  plants  which  they  contained.  I 
was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  the  commander 
in  chief,  who  condemned  this  a6l  of  authority, 
and  gave  orders  for  the  prelies  to  be  brought 
back  to  the  place  from  which  they  had  been  re- 
moved. 

At  low  water  we  found  on  the  fea-lhore  a 
great  variety  of  nerita^  and  whelks  ; and  in  this 
harbour  we  had  the  advantage  of  procuring  vety 
good  oyllers. 

The  eall  fliorc  afforded  pyritce  of  a vtvj  diver- 
lified  cryftallization.  In  the  fame  place  were 
feen  pieces  of  lilex,  the  colle6ted  lirata  of  which 
exhibited  the  appearance  of  petrified  wood. 

One  of  our  carpenters  had  killed  a feal  of  the 
fpecics  defign'ated  under  the  denomination  of 
phoca  monachiis.  It  was  twenty- four  decimeters 
long  ; its  pofierior  extremities  are  entirely  def- 
titute  of  claws;  they  are  formed  by  two  appen- 

voL.  I.  ^ . ivr  dixeSj 
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dixes,  each  margin  of  which  is  nearly  of  the 
fame  length. 

Phyliologifts  have  in  a very  ingenious  man- 
ner explained,  how  amphibious  animals  yvere 
able  to  remain  fo  long  under  water,  by  means  of 
i\\t  foramen  ovale  \ but  having  examined  f wdth 
.thegreateft  attention  the'h^art  of  this  fcal,  I faw 
in  it  no  foramen  ovale.  It  is  proba^Dly  the  fame 
with  a number  of  other  amphibious  animals. 
Thcfe  inquiries  will  perhaps  one  day  Içad  to^  a 
.difeovery  of  the  caufe  on  which  depends  the 
aflonitliing  faculty  that  thcfe  ^animals  poITefs  of 
living  alike  under  water  or  in  the  air. 

, Each  lurtg  is  in  3 manner^  divided  in  two,  by 
a tranfverfal  hffure.  . 

The  ftomach,  wdiich  in  fhape  mearly  ap- 
proaches that  of  the  hog,  was  filled  with  a great 
quantity  of  «calcareous  fand,  in  wlfich  were  feen 
fhells  of  cuttle-filh,  and  a few  fhell-fifh,  fiill 
quite  entire.  T1]C  firfl  labour  of  digeftion  teamed 
to  be  to  deftroy  tlic  fiiell  of  thefe  fiOi,  whence 
refults  a fand,  which  appears  not  to  follow  the 

paffage  of  the  intcfiinal  canal.  Thefe  amphi- 

* 

bious  animals  probably  vomit  it  forth  the  fame 
as  feveral  reptiles  bring  up  again  the  bones  of 

the  animals  on  which  they  live.  This  -fand 

* » 

is,  perhaps,  a fort  of  ballafr,  wliich  afiords 
ttiern  the  means  of  keeping  at  the  bottom  of  the 
fea,  at  very  great  depths.  ^ * 
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Tilc  food  on  which  they  fubfiil;  being  very 
eafy  to  feizc  upon,  nature  has  given  them  a 
mouth  by  no  means  wide. 

The  water  in  which  they  mofl  commonly  live 
renders  necefiary  a great  refrangibility  in  the  hu- 
mours of  the  eye  ; accordingly  the  vitreous  hu- 
mour was  very  thick. 

Thefe  animals  can  admit  into  their  eye,  at 
pleafure,  a greater  or  lefs  quantity  of  light  by 
means  of  a membrane,  called  membra^ia  nlBitans, 

The  different  labours  in  which  I w'as  engaged, 
prevented 'me  from  puffing  farther  my  inquiries 
on  this  fubjedl. 

The  dried  excrements  yielded  a very  fine  pow* 
der,  of  a beautiful  colour  of  rather  deep  fulphur. 
The  painter  of  the  expedition  confidered  it  as 
very  fit  to  be  employed  in  the  arts. 

■ I had  not  as  yet  been  able  to  procure  the  flow- 
ers of  a new  fpecies  of  eiicalyptus,  remarkable  for 
its  fruit,  which  nearly  refembles  a coat-but.ton. 

This  tree,  one  of  the  moft  lofty  in  nature, 
fome  of  them  being  a demi-heélometer  in  height, 
bears  flowers  only  near  its  fummit.  The  fiem  per- 
fedlly  refembles  that  of  the  eucalyptus  refirnfera 
firipped  of  its  fungous  bark  ; and  in  other  re- 
fpcdls  thefe  two  trees  are  nearly  of  the  fame  di- 
menfions.  The  trunk,  which  is  tapered  gra- 
dually for  at  lead:  half  of  its  length,  is  fit  for 
ff ip-building,  and  might  ferve  for  mafis  and 
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yards,  although  it  is  not  fo  light  nor  fo  elafllc 
as  fir.  Perhaps  it  would  be  advantageous  to 
form  made-mafts  of  it,  and  even  to  hollow  out 
thefe  thick  trunks  of  trees  throughout  their  whole 
length,  in  order  to  render  them  lighter,  flrength- 
ening  them  with  iron  hoops  at  certain  diftances. 
It  fhould  feem  that  by  this  method  would  be  ob- 
tained all  the  folidity  that  may  be  defired  ; fince, 
from  the  opinion  of  mechanics,  a cylinder  pre- 
iervcs  great  flrength  even  when  it  is  hollowed 
out  in  its  middle. 

We  were  obliged  to  cut  down  one  of  thefe  trees 
in  order  to  procure  its  flowers;  asitinclined  greatly, 
it  foon  fell.  The  fun  was  then  extremely  bright; 
the  fap  rofe  in  abundance,  and  at  the  moment  of 
its  fall  iffued  in  great  quantities  from  the  middle 
of  the  lower  part  of  the  trunk. 

This  very  beautiful  tree,  of  the  family  of  the 
myrti,  is  covered  with  a pretty  fmooth  bark  ; the 
branches  are  a little  angulatcd  as  they  rife  ; they 
are  adorned  towards  their  extremity  with  alter- 
nate leaves,  flightly  bowed,  about  two  decime- 
ters long  by  a dcmi-decimetcr  broad. 

The  flowers  are  folitary,  and  grow  from  the 
axilla  of  the  leaves. 

The  calyx  is  hemifphcrical,  and  pcrfeflly 
entire,  like  the  other  fpecics  of  the  fame  ge- 
nus, and  it  falls  in  the  fame  manner  when  the 
a ftamina 
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flamina  expand.  It  is,  like  all  the  fruit,  a little 
tuberculous. 

There  is  no  corolla. 

^j'hc  numerous  Itainina  are  attached  to  the 
margins  of  the  receptacle. 

The  ftyle  is  limple.  There  is  only  one  ftigma. 

The  capfule,  which  is  open  at  the  top,  is  gene- 
rally quadrilocular;  the  cells  contain  feveral  angu- 
lated  feeds  ; it  has  underneath  four  angles,  two 
of  which  are  more  falient  than  the  others.  Its 
coat-button  fhape  has  induced  me  to  give  this  > 

tree  the  name  of  eucalyplus glohilics, 

^ / 

RxpJanatiGn  of  the  Figures,  Plate  XII L 

Pig.  I.  'Bvauch  of  the  eucalyptus glohulus. 

Fig.  2.  Flower, 

3.  Fruit.  ' ' 

Fig.  4.  C^lyx. 

The  bark,  the  leaves,  and  the  fruit,  are  aroma- 
tics, which  might  be  employed  foreconomical  pur- 
pofes,  in  lieu  of  thofe  with  which  the  Moluccas 
have  for  a long  time  furnifhed  us  exclulively. 

1 was  under  the  neceffity  of  employing  almoft 
the  whole  of  the  ylh  in  the  preparation  of  my 
colledHons,  which  increafed  prodigioufly  from 
day  to  day.  I could  extend  my  refearches  only 
to  a fmall  didance  from  our  anchoring-place. 
But  on  the  8th  1 fet  out  early  in  the  afternoon 
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with  an  intention  of  fpending  three  or  four  days 
in  the  woods^  without  returning  on  board  to 
fleep.  I was  obliged  to  purfue  this  courfe  in  or* 
der,  to  colleft  the  productions  which  grew  at  a- 
great  diftance  from  our  fhips. 

We  had  on  board  a great  variety  of  European 
feeds,  which  ii  was  eflential  to  propagate  at  this- 
extremity  of  New  Holland.  The  degree  of  tem- 
perature which  is  there  experienced  made  us  hope 
that  they  would  thrive.  The  gardener  was  occu- 
pied in  preparing  a fmall  fpot  of  ground  on  which 
they  were  to  be  fown.  This  garden  was  formed 
quite  clofc  to  the  ead  fhore  of  the  harbour,  to 
the  eaft-north-eaft  of  our  anchorage. 

That  night  we  went  and  dept  on  the  banks 
of  a rivulet,  fituated  at  the  weflern  extremity 
of  a great  lake,  the  fouth  bank  of  which  we 
walked  along  the  next  day.  We  there  fa\y  a 
few  pelicans,  but  could  not  get  near  enough  to 
£re  at  them. 

Piron,  the  painter  of  the  expedition,  was  of  the 
party  : he  took  different  views  of  thefe  places. 
Some  round  hillocks,  covered  with  very  tall  trees, 
which  were  feen  in  the  didance,  added  in  a pe- 
culiar degree  to  the  beauty  of  the  landfcape. 

It  was  necedary  for  us  to  mcafure  back  our 
deps,  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  oppodte  bank. 
Piron  returned  cn'board. 

I prefently 
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I prciently  met  with  an  evergreen  tree,  the 
kernel  of  whofe  fruit,  like  the  cafhew-nut, 
was  lituated  in  a fxcfhy  receptacle  much  larger 
than  ilfelf:  lor  which  reafon  I have  given  to 
this  new  genus  the  name  of  exocarpos. 

On  the  lame  Item  are  feen  hermaphrodite 
flowers,  with  difiin6l  males  and  females. 

The  male  flowers  have  a calyx  with  five  or- 
bicular leaves  ; thefe  have  no  corolla:  the  ft a- 
mina,  five  in  number,  are  fmall,  and  attached  to 
the  calyx  between  its  diviflons  ; the  germen  is 
abortive. 

The  female  flowers  have  a flmilar  calyx  ; they 
have  neither  corolla  nor  flamina  ; the  globular 
germen  has  one  fliort  flyle  ; the  fligma  is  in  the 
lhape  of  a circular  fhield. 

The  hermaphrodite  flowers  have  the  calyx, 
flamina,  and  germen,  as  I have  jufl  deferibed. 

The  fruit  is  almofl  a round  nut,  fomewbat 
black,  inferted  in  a red  flefhy  receptacle,  hol- 
low in  its  middle,  the  length  of  which  is  about 
three  times  that  of  the  nut. 

The  kernel  is  oily,  and  of  the  fame  fhape  as 
its  fhell. 

The  principal  characters  of  this  new  genus 
induce  me  to  place  it  among  the  terehintaceo) 

next  to  the  anacard'mm. 

« 

I have  named  this  fpecies  exocarpos  cuprefft- 
formh. 

• M 4 Explanador* 
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Explanation  of  the  Figures^  • Plate  XIV. 

. Fig,  I.  Bough  oi the  exofa?‘pos  cuprejjiformis. 

Fig,  2,  Part  of  a branch  loaded  vvith^howers 
of  the  natural  hze. 

3*  Gerrncn,  with  its  fryle  and  ftigma. 

Fig,  4,  Fruit  of  the  natural  fize. 

Pig,  5.  Fruit  cut  vertically.  An  empty  fpacc 
is  perceptible  in  the  middle  of  the  fiefliy  pe-^ 
duncle. 

* 

Fig,  6,  Kernel.  ' 

Fig,  7.  Part  of  the  woody  fubûance  which  en- 
clofes  the  kerneh 

The  day  was  far  fpent  when  we  arrived  on  thq 
banks  of  a rivulet  where  we  took  up  our  quar- 
ters for  the  night.  I remarked  at  this  foutherh 
extremity  of  New  Holland  feveral  fpecies  of  au-t 
cijlmm^  analogous  to  thofe  which  grow  at  the 
fouthern  extremity  of  America. 

We  were  furrounded  by  charming  groves^ 
formed  in  a great  meafurc  by  a pretty  fpecies  of 
narrow* leaved  ihefium, 

Thocold  had  obliged  us  to  kindle  a large  fire  ; 
fome  of  us  had  fcarcely  begun  to  give  way  to 
fleep,  when  we  heard  at  a few  yards  diftance 
the  howl  of  a wild  beaft  : this  howl  appeared  to 
us  fomewhat  timilar  to  that  of  a leopard.  It  is 
probable  that  our  fire  had  contributed  much 

mojrc 
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niorc  than  we  bad  imagined  to  prevent  this  ani- 
mal from  coming  any  nearer  to  us. 

I had  a few  days  before  found  the  upper  jaw 
of  a pretty  large  quadruped,  of  the  carnivorous 
clafs. 

As  foon  as  the  day  appeared  we  followed  the 
banks  of  the  lake,  quite  clofe  to  which  we 

remarked  five  iflots  covered  with  trees,  form- 

« 

ing  an  agreeable  contrafi:  with  the  fmooth 

furface  of  this  great  fheet  of  water. 

We  faw,  for  the  firfl  time  in  this  country, 
fome  quails,  which  flew  to  a great  diflance. 

After  a few  hours  walk  to  the  north- weff,  we 
found,  on  a fmall  eminence  and  under  the  fliade 
of  fome  very  large  trees,  two  huts,  of  the  form 
of  thofe  which  we  had  already  feen  elfewhere: 
they  were  in  perfedl  repair,  and  it  appeared  to 
us  that  they  had  been  recently  inhabited. 

I gathered  a beautiful  plant  which  forma  a 
new  genus,  very  diftindi:  from  all  thofe  which 
have  been  hitherto  deferibed.  It  is  one  of  the 
irides  with  two  itamina.  I have  given  it,  on  ac- 
count of  this  Angularity,  the  name  of  dlplarrena  : 
its  affinity  to  the  morœa  genus  has  induced  me 
to  deiignate  it  by  the  name  of  diplarrena  morœa. 

The  bivalved  fpathe  contains  feveral  flowers, 
which  come  out  one  after  the  other,  when  they 
are  ready  to  blow.  They  fade  Oill  much  quicker 
than  thofe  of  the  iris  and  the  morœa  ; and  I 

fhould 
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fliovild  bave  relinquifhed  all  hopes  of  having  ît 
drawn  if  new  flowers  had  not  fucceeded  thofe 
which  went  off^  ahnoft  as  fooa  as  1 had  gathered 
the  plant. 

Like  the  other' hides  it  has  no  calyx. 

Tlie  corolla  has  flx  deep  petals,  the  three  in- 
terior of  which  are  much  fmaller  tlian  the  exte-  . 
rior  : of  thefe  interior  petals  tlic  fuperior  one  is  a 
little  fhorter  than  the  two  others,  and  more  pro- 
minent toward  its  bafe. 

Having  examined  a great  number  of  the  flow- 
ers, I conftantly  found  only  two  flamina,  the 
filaments  of  which  terminated  in  a point,  bear- 
ing anthers  of  a white  colour,  marked  with  two 
grooves.  I have  always  feen  in  the  place  Qf  a 
third  flamcn  the  rudiment  of  a filament,  not  more 
tl)an  two  millimeters  long;  it  bears  no  anther, 
and  it  is  fituated  beneath  the  interior  and  fupe- 
rior petal. 

The  germen  is  inferior  : it  has  three  angles, 
and  is  borne  on  a long  peduncle. 

The  ftyle,  a little  longer  than  the  flamina,  is 
cylindrical,  and  terminated  by  a fligma,'  which  is 
in  the  fhape  of  a fhepherd’s  crook.  / 

. The  capfule  is  trilocular,  and  contains  feveral 
globular  feeds,  attached  to  a receptacle  which 
rifes  from  the  rniddle  of  the  cells  to  their  fummit. 

This  genus,  which  mufl  naturally  be  placed 
after  the  his  and  the  viorçea^  has  all  the  parts  of 
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thofc  plants  ; like  them  the  leaves  are  lanceolate, 
forming  a llieatli  on  the  fide  towards  their  bale. 

ExphmUlon  of  tjie  Figures,  Flute  XV. 

Fig,  I.  The  plant  of  the  natural  lizc.  ~ 

Fig.  2.  Flowers  expofed  to  full  view,  the 
fpathe  having  been  removed.  A blown  flower  is 
feen,  the  three  e>;tcrior  petals  of  which  have 
been  detached. 

Fig.  3.  Exterior  petal  feen  internally. 

. Fig.  4.  The  fame  feen  externally. 

Fig.  5.  Interior  petals  expanded,  in  order  to 
flicw  the  flamina  and  the  flyle. 

Fig.  6.  Stamen  magnified. 

Fig.  7.  Style  with  its  fligrna. 

Fig,  8.  Part  of  the  germen,  the  flamina  and  the 
flyle  being  removed,  in  order  to  fhew  the  rudi^ 
xnent  of  the  filament  found  in  the  place  of  a third 
ftamen. 

Fig,  9.  Inferior  part  of  the  capfule  cut  tranf- 
verfely,  that  the  three  cells  may  be  feen. 

Fig,  10,  Superior  part  of  the  capfule  cut  ver- 
tically, in  order  to  Ihew  the  feeds. 

Î was  croffing  a fmaU  copfe  when  a large  kan- 
garoo quitted  his  burrow,  at  the  moment  that 
I was  very  near  it  : at  firfl  he  followed  for  a fpace 
of  upwards  of  thirty  yards  one  of  the  little  paths 
\vhich  thefe  quadrupeds  make  through  the 
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bufh'es;  he  could  not  avoid  making  ufe  of  his 
fore  feet  in  thefe  narrow  paffages.  As  foon  as  he 
had  reached  the  extremity  of  them,  he  fprang  for- 
ward by  leaps,  topping  the  fhrubs  with  fo  much 
liimblenefs  that  he  was  prefently  out  of  light. 

A Iheet  of  water,  into  which  ran  a charming 
rivulet,  was  covered  with  a prodigious  quantity 
of  wild  ducks,  that  took  wing  quite  clofe  to 
us  : we  fo  little  expe6led  this  agreeable  light, 
that  we  were  not  able  to  kill  one  of  them, 

A frefh  breeze  got  up  towards  night,  and  feem- 
ed  to  threaten  us  with  rain.  Being  at  a diltance 
from  any  fhelter,  we  were  obliged  to  deep  in  the 
open  air  : a hedge,  which  we  condrudted  with 
branches  and  boughs,  ferved  us  as  a protedlion 
from  the  weather,  and  under  this  died  it  was 
cafy  for  us  to  light  a large  fire. 

On  the  I ith,  proceeding  to  the  wefiward,  we 
traverfeda  vad:  plain,  where  were  here  and  there 
fomc  marfhes,  covered  with  plants,  which  con- 
cealed from  us  the  danger  of  advancing  : the  wa- 
ter ifiaes  from  the  lowed  parts,  and  in  its  courfe 
forms  pretty  rivulets. 

A very  big  kangaroo  came  out  within  four  yards 
of  me  from,  the  middle  of  a copfe  ; my  gun  flafiied 
in  the  pan  ; and  the  animal  went  otf  very  dowly, 
taking  one  of  the  paths  made  through  the  groves  : 
thefe  are  fo  many  covered  w^ays  which  crofs  in 

everv  diredlion,  and  are  very  clofe  to  each  other. 

The 
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The  multiplied  tracks  of  thefe  quadrupeds  an- 
nounce that  they  mud:  be  very  numerous;  as 
they  keep  in  tlie  clofeit  thickets,  it  would  require 
dogs  to  put  them  up.  Thefe  little  paths  gene- 
rallv  terminate  at  fome  rivulet. 

Our  provifions  being  exhauded,  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  return  on  board  before  night.  We  wan- 
dered in  the  woods,  trying  to  approach  the  an- 
choring-place, when  we  arrived  at  the  north-ead: 
extremity  of  the  harbour,  whence  we  perceived 
our  fhips  at  a condderahle  diftance.  It  was  not 
without  much  trouble  that  we  reached  them,  as 
we  were  obliged  to  pads  through  places  of  difficult 
accefs. 

The  whole  day  of  the  I2thfcarccly  fufficed  for 
preparing  and  deferibing  what  I had  colle£ted 
the  preceding  days. 

I had  ordered  a fervant,  who  had  remained  on 
board  during  my  abfence,  to  have  an  eye  to  the 
prefervation  of  the  articles  which  required  daily 
care,  and  I had  the  fatisfaélion  to  find  them  in 
good  condition. 

Citizen  Riche  difeovered  fome  human  bones 
in  the  affies  of  a fire  kindled  by  the  favages. 
By  their  hollow  fliape,  he  recognifed  them  to  be 
the  ojfa  ivjiominata  of  a young  girl  ; they  were 
partly  covered  with  pieces  of  broiled  flefh.  Î 
will  not  do  thefe  people  the  injury  to  rank  them 
with  cannibals  ; I prefume  that  they^^are  in  the 

habit 


Ï74  Voyagé  in  se  a?,  ch 

habit  of  burning  their  dead.  Thefe  were  tîiè 
only  human  bones  that  were  feen  durins:  our 
flay  at  this  anchorage. 

On  the  13th  I went  to  the  fpot  where  We 
took  in  our  water.  It  was  furnifhed  by  a fmall 
rivulet  that  emptied  itfclf  on  the  fea-fhore,  after 
having  flowed  acrofs  the  ruins  of  the  large  tree* 
with  which  this  country  is  covered.  Their  de- 
compofltion  had  coloured  this  water  with  a 
brown  tint.  It  was  neceflTary  to  roll  the  cafks 
about  a hedtometer,  for  the  fhoalnefs  of  the  bot- 
tom obliged  the  launch  to  be  kept  at  this  diftance 
from  the  beach. 

We  here  faw  the  carpenters  employed  in  raif- 
ing  the  gunnel  of  our  launch,  fhe  having  lately 
overfet  in  the  harbour,  when  under  fail.  The 
people  who  were  in  her  had  been  forced  to  fwim 
till  afliflance  was  fent  to  them.  The  firfi:  lieu- 
tenant had  had  her  flttcd  with  mafls  too  taunt, 
and  fails  much  too  fquare.  It  was  eafy  to 
♦redlify  thefe  bad  proportions. 

The  wood  that  was  employed  was  the  new 
fpecies  of  eucalyptus , which  I liave  named  euca^ 
lyptus  globulus.  Our  carpenters  judged  it  verj* 
fit  for  ihip-building. 

A conftant  humidity  reigned  in  the  middle  of 
thefe  thick  forefts,  into  which  I penetrated  to- 
wards the  fouth-wefl.  In  this  fpot  grew,  in  the 
fullefl:  vigour,  a great  many  moflfes  and  ferns. 

I here 
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J here  killed  the  beautiful  fpccics  of  fnéi’ops,  in- 
dicated by  White  under  the  denomination  of 
^ivattled  bee-eater,  of  which  he  has  given  a good 
drawing:.  This  bird  is  remarkable  for  two  large 
appendages  or  wattles  on  each  fide  of  the  head. 

It  was  neceffary  to  prepare  expcditioufly  the 
fkin  of  the  birds  which  I wiflied  to  preferve  ; for 
the  flefh;,  when  expofed  to  the  air,  was  very  fooa 
covered  with  fmall  living  larva,  which  , \yere 
.depofited  there  by  flies  of  a fawn  colour  ; they 
are  viviparous,  like  thofe  known  by  the  name 
of  mufea  carnarui,  Thefe  larva  particularly  ac* 
celerated  the  putrefadlion  of  flefh. 

As  we  were  to  fail  the  next  day,  the  14th,  Î 
endeavoured  to  turn  to  account  thefe  lafl;  mo- 
ments, and  landed  on  the  eaflern  Ihore  of  the 
coafl  nearefl  to  the  fliip. 

I accompanied  the  gardener  to  the  ground 
where  he  had  fown  different  European  feexis. 
This  fpot,  which  was  very  well  dug  for  an  ex- 
tent of  nine  meters  by  feven,  had  been  divided 
into  four  patches  ; it  afforded  a foil,  in  which 
clay  was  too -predominant  to  enfure  the  fuccefs 
of  the  feeds  that  had  juft  been  committed  to  it. 

After  we  had  penetrated  into  the  woods,  a 
quadruped,  of  the  flze  of  a large  dog,  came  out 
of  a bufh  quite  clofe  to  one  of  our  flripmates. 
This  animal,  which  was  of  a white  colour  fpot- 
ted  with  black,  had  the  appeara'nce  of  a wild 
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bcafr.  There  is  no  doubt  that  tbefe  countries 
wilb  on  a future  day,  add  feveral-fpecies  to  the 
catalogue  of  the  zoologift.  A vértebra  that  we 
found  inland,  the  body  of  which  was  upwards 
of  eleven  centimeters  in  thicknefs,  induces  me 
to  think  that  fome  very  large  quadrupeds  will 
there  be  met  with. 

A heavy  fhovver  of  rain  overtook  us  about  the 
middle  of  the  day,  and  forced  us  to  Hop.  The 
large  trunk  of  a hollow  tree,  which  ferved  us  as 
a fhelter,  was  upwards  of  eight  meters  in  cir- 
cumference.  We  thought  that  we  might  light  a 
Hre  in  it,  in  the  manner  of  the  New  Hollanders  ; 
but  the  finoke  foon*  drove  us  from  this  retreat. 

We  tried  to  penetrate  into  the  places  which 
we  had  not  yet  viiited.  A glade  feemed  likely 
to  condudt  us  to  the  plain  that  lay  to  the  north- 
caft.  Wc  had  not  at  moft  three  hours  daylight 
left.  A fudden  declivity  made  us  flacken  our 
pace  : fome  large  trees,  heaped  one  upon  the 
other,  obltruéled  the  way  ; and  fhrubs,  to  which 
the  moifture  cf  thefe  forefts  gave  the  greateil 
vigour,  increafed  the  difficulties  of  our  progrefs. 
Among  thefe  Ihrubs  grew  a beautiful  fpecies  of 
arboreous  poly  podium^  the  trunk  of  which  was 
upwards  of  four  meters  in  height 

* It  may  well  be  fiippofcd,  that  I fliall  not  fatigue  the 
reader  with  a long  nomenclature  of  the  productions  which 
I met  v/ith  in  this  voyage  ; that  will  be  the  objed  of  a fepa- 
rate  work..  ' _ 
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On  the  approach  of  night  we  dlfcovered 
that  we  were  on  the  banks  of  the  fmall  lake,  at 
its  mofl:  inland  extremity.  The  woods  pre- 
vented us  from  following  all  its  margin  with- 
out wetting  our  feet.  The  water  which  we  were 
obliged  to  crofs,  was  fortunately  not  deep.  The 
obfcurity  of  the  night  did  not  prevent  me  from 
gathering  a new  fpecies  of  rejlio^  w‘hich  1 met 
with  for  the  firft  time. 

This  lake,  although  it  communicates  with  the 
fea,  contains  no  fifh  ; the  Efpérance’s  people  had 
come  here  and  hauled  the  feine,  but  had  caught 
nothing. 

Having  reached  the  fea-fide,  we  had  fllll  a 
great  way  to  go,  and  forae  thick  clouds  redoubled 
the  darknefs.  We  had  often  to  climb  over  large 
blocks  of  flone,  againft  which  the  waves  broke 
with  violence.  We  went  groping  on  in  the 
dark,  at  the  rifk  of  falling  headlong  into  the  fea, 
and  we  had  infinite  difficulty  to  keep  our  feet 
on  fiones  waffied  by  the  waters,  and  covered 
W\X\i  fucus  and  other  marine  produdlio ns,  which 
rendered  them  extremely  flippery. 

A great  number  of  phofphoric  molecules,  of 
different  lizcs,  brought  by  the  waters  of  the  fea, 
afforded  the  only  light  that  guided  our  fleps. 

At  length  we  arrived  at  the  Ipot  which  had 
been  chofen  for  making  aflronomical  obferva- 
tions.  There  was  no  longer  any  oneffiere  ; the 
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aflrdnoraers  had  packed  up  their  inftruments^ 
and  beat  their  retreat. 

Our  fail-maker  having  been  alone  on  a {hoot- 
ing excurfion  the  day  before,  had  loft  himfelf  in 
the  woods,  where  he  had  been  compelled  to  pafs 
the  night.  Several  guns  had  been  fired  from  the 
{hip  to  let  him  know"  the  place  where  the 
{hip  lay  ; at  laft  he  had  returned  on  board  in  the 
afternoon,  exhaufted  by  hunger  and  fatigue. 
Having  taken  with  him  no  provifions,  he  had 
been  a day  and  a half  without  eating.  He  re- 
lated that,  in  the  middle  of  the  night,  different 
quadrupeds  had  come  and  fmelt  him  at  a few 
centimeters  diftance.  Many  of  the  people  on 
board  believed  him  : but  we,  who  had  paffed 
feveral  nights  in  the  thickeft  part  of  the  woods 
without  meeting  with  fuch  familiar  animals, 
were  not  fo  eafy  to  be  perfuaded  ; very  far  from 
thinking  tliat  he  wifhed  to  impofe  on  us,  we 
faw,  in  this  account,  the  effeeft  of  the  imagina- 
tion of  a man  deprived  of  food,  and  bewildered 
alone  in  the  midft  of  immenfc  forefts. 

We  had  weighed  the  bower  anchor  by  which 
we  rode,  and  let  go  the  ftream,  in  order  to  get 
under  way  more  eafily  : the  Efpé ranee  had  done, 
the  fame.  During  the  night  of  the  14th  fome 
very  heavy  fqualls  from  the  north- weft  made 
both  fhips  drive;  they  went  on  fhore  on  the 
mud,  where  they  experienced  no  damage,  and 
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they  were  eafily  got  off  again.  It  was  furprifing 
that  it  fhould  have  been  thought  that  we  were 
in  lafety,  when  riding  by  a fmall  anchor  recent- 
ly dropped  in  a muddy  bottom  : this  fort  of 
bottom  is  good  for  holding  only  when  the  an- 
chor has  reached  a certain  depth.  It  ought  na- 
turally to  have  been  forefeen,  that  the  üream 
anchor^  newly  let  go,  had  not  time  to  bury  it- 
fclf  fufïiciently  for  holding  againft  fo  heavy 
fqualls. 

We  were  now  waiting  only  for  a fair  wind  in 
order  to  fet  fail.  That  which  blew  was  contrary 
to  us  during  the  whole  day  of  the  1 5th  : it  was 
boilferous  the  following  night,  and  notwith- 
Handing  the  fhip  had  juft  been  afnore,  Dauribeau 
wilhed  that  we  fhould  ride  only  by  a fmall  an- 
chor ; but  the  Admiral  felt  the  neceffity  of  let- 
ting go  one  of  the  bowers. 

During  our  flay  at  Cape  Diemen  we  had  feen 
the  natives  only  at  a conftderable  diftance  : thofe 
who  had  perceived  us  had  always  made  off  with 
precipitation  : fome  had  left  behind  them  their 
houfehold  utenfiis,  which  gave  us  a poor  idea 
of  their  induftry  ; thefe  were  bafkets  clumfily 
made  of  the  fpecies  of  fea-rufh  known  by  the 
name  of  juncus  acutus  ; they  had  likewife  very 
frequently  left  their  water- veffels,  which  they 
make  of  a large  piece  of  fucus  pahnatus^  cut 
circularly,  and  gathered  in  like  a bag  ufed  for 
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holding  counters  at  play.  We  never  found  any 
arms  in  the  places  which  they  had  recently  quit- 
ted ; no  doubt  they  carried  them  away,  or  con- 
cealed them  carefully,  for  fear  that  we  might 
make  ufe  of  them  to  their  annoyance. 

A few  draggling  huts  indicated  a very  fcanty 
population  ; fome  thell-fifh,  colledled  in  fmall 
heaps  at  a fhort  diilance  from  the  beach,  left  us 
no  doubt  that  the  fea-fliorcs  furnifhcd  princi- 
pally the  food  of  thefe  favages. 

As  we  found  only  once  fome  human  bones, 
which  even  were  partly  burnt,  it  appears  that 
they  leave  not  their  dead  expofed  in  the  open 
air.  It  is  difficult  to  know  if  they  are  in  the* 
confiant  pradlice  of  burning  them  ; perhaps  they 
alfo  inter  them,  or  throw  them  into  the  fea. 

The  multiplicity  of  paths,  in  which  were  dif- 
covered  flie  tracks  of  different  quadrupeds, 
evince  that  they  are  liere  very  numerous;  doubt- 
lefs  they  keep  during  the  day  in  the  inacceffible 
haunts  of  thefe  thick  forefts. 

A great  number  of  fmall  rivulets  dlfcharged 
tliemfelves  into  the  harbour.  The  ground  was 
fo  moift  internally,  that  as  foon  as  it  was  dug  to 
a little  depth,  the  water  almofl  immediately  filled 
the  cavity. 

Hooks  and  lines  and  the  feine  generally  pro- 
cured us  fiffi  in  abundance  ; a flill  far  greater 
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qnanilty  was  caught  when  call  and  foutli-eafl 
winds  brought  the  hfh  into  the  bay. 

Van  Diemen’s  Land  was  difcovered  by  Taf- 
man  in  the  month  of  November  1642.  When 
Captain  Cook  anchored  here  in  1777, 
after  Furneaux,  he  thought  that  he  was  the 
third  of  the  European  navigators  who  had 
landed  on  tliis  coaft.  Cook  was  then  ignorant 
that  Captain  Marion,  after  having  ftaid  there 
fome  time,  had  left  it  on  the  loth  of  March,  in 
tlie  year  1772.  The  natives  obferved  a very 
different  conduct  with  refpect  to  thefe  two  navi- 
gators. Perhaps  the  mildncfs  of  difpofition 
that  they  fliewed  towards  Cook,  was  the  cffedl 
of  the  idea  that  they  had  imbibed  from  our  fire- 
arms, which  Marion  was  under  the  neceffity  of 
iiling  againft  them. 

The  dation  of  our  obfervatory,  which  was 
fituated  on  the  Itarboard  hand  towards  the  en- 
trance of  the  harbour,  was  in  latitude  43®  32^ 
24'''  fouth,  and  longitude  144°  46'  eaft. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  was  7®  39'  32"'' 
eaft. 

A flat  needle  gave  for  the  dip  70^  30'. 

The  tides  were  felt  only  once  a day.  The 
time  of  liigh  water,  on  the  days  of  the  new  and 
full  moon,  was  from  nine  to  eleven  o’clock,  the. 
tea  rifing  perpendicularly  about  two  raeters. 
Tiic  winds  had  great  indacnce  on  the  tides, 
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which  they  advanced  or  retarded  frequently  for 
fome  hours. 

This  harbour,  on  account  of  the  fmooth  water 
that  there  prevails,  is  one  of  the  moft  conve- 
nient that  can  poffibly  be  defired  for  refitting 
Ihips.  Betides,  the  vaft  forefis  that  furround  it 
afford  a wood  which  our  carpenters  contidered 
as  very  fit  for  fhip-building  : they  employed 
fome  of  it,  which  anfwered  extremely  well. 

The  weather,  during  near  a month’s  flay, 
was  far  from  being  favourable  to  aftronomical 

I 

obfervations.  To  explore  thefe  coafis  would  be 
no  eafy  tafk  in  this  feafon  of  the  year  ; and  in- 
deed, the  violence  of  the  winds  would  oppofe 
great  obftacles  to  fuch  an  undertaking. 

During  our  ftay  at  Cape  Diemen  the  winds 
blew  flrono;  between  the  north- weft  and  fouth- 
weft  ; thofe  from  the  north-weft  almoft  always 
brought  ftorms  and  rain. 

At  funrife  on  the  i6th,  the  two  fhips  were 
towed  to  the  mouth  of  the  harbour;  the  fails 
were  then  loofed,  and,  with  a breeze  from  the 
northward,  we  flood  towards  the  new  ftrait, 
which  the  Admiral  intended  to  enter. 

After  we  had,  till  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning, 
followed  the  edges  of  the  reefs  which  we  left 
on  the  larboard  hand  in  Storm  Bay,  the  open- 
ing of  the  ftrait  bore  north-nortli-weft,  at  the 
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diflance  of  a myriameter  and  a half:  we  then 
hauled  clofe  on  a wind. 

The  fummits  of  the  moft  lofty  mountains 
were  already  whitened  by  the  fnow.  Xhefe 
mountains  make  part  of  a chain  which  extends 
from  fouth-eaft  to  north-weft,  and  terminates 
towards  the  head  of  the  harbour. 

We  took  great  pleafure  in  difcovering  from 
the  fhips  the  places  whither  we  had  direfted 
our  fteps  in  our  different  excurfions. 

We  faw,  for  a moment,  a thick  fmoke  rife 
in  the  diftance  to  the  northward  of  the  great 
lake,  and  prefently  we  diftinguifhed  five  natives, 
who  had  juft  quitted  a fire  kindled  on  the  fea* 
fhore,  and  were  walking  along  the  beach  ; one 
of  them,  carrying  a lighted  flick,  fet  different 
places  in  a blaze,  which  burned  rapidly,  but 
was  almoft  immediately  extinguifhed, 

t 

We  made  feveral  tacks  in  approaching  the 
coaft,  where  there  is  no  danger  to  be  feared. 

A light  breeze  from  the  northward,  and  a 
contrary  tide,  prevented  us  from  entering  the 
channel  ; it  was  dark  when  we  let  gd  the  an* 
chor  at  its  mouth,  in  twenty-nine  fathoms  water, 
over  a bottom  of  gray  fand.  The  fite  of  our 
obfervatory  then  bore  weft,  diftant  two  myria* 
meters. 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer,  after  it  had 
lallen  for  the  laft  twenty-four  hours,  flood  at 
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27I  inches,  although *'the  weather  preferred  a 
very  fine  appearance.  We  were  not  free  from 
uneafinefs;  for  fo  great  a variation  had  never, 
during  our  ftay  at  anchor,  failed  to  be  followed 
by  tempeftuous  winds.  It  is  probable  that  they 
blew  at  a difiance,  but  we  felt  none  of  their 
cfFedls. 

A fire,  kindled  by  the  natives,  was  perceived 
during  the  night. 

The  tide  ■ having  become  favourable  about 
nine  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  - 17th,  we 
weighed  v/ith  a breeze  at  north,  and  plied  to 
windward. 

• The  proximity  of  the  coafi  allowed  me  to  re^ 
mark,  at  the  entrance  of  this  channel,  a free- 
fione  which  had  every  appearance  of  that  which 
is  met  with  at  Port  D’Entrecafieaux. 

The  fnow  had  increafed  prodigioufiy,  during 
the  night,  behind  the  fummit  of  the  high  moun- 
tains. 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer  had  fallen  to 
27  inches  4t5-  lines,  and  the  northerly  wind 
continued  to  be  very  faint 

It  was  dark  when  we  entered  the  firait,  to 
which  was  given  the  name  of  Admiral  D’Entre- 
caileaux.  We  anchored  there  about  feven 
o’clock  in  the  evening,  in  twenty-two  fathoms, 
the  bottom  'black  mud  mixed  with  broken 
fhells*  . 
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We  were  in  latitude  43°  20'  fouth^  and'  lon- 
gitude 140°  10'  eaft. 

The  Elpérance,  being  apprifed  of  our  anchor- 
ing-place by  a fire  lighted  near  the  main-mafi, 
was  not  loiip*  before  Ihe  came  to  an  anchor  two 

O 

kilometers  to  the  north  by  well  of  us. 

The  fea,  during  the  whole'  nighty  was  very 
phofphoric  on  the  fmallefl:  agitation. 

Some  heavy  fqualls,  accompanied  by  rain, 
obliged  us  to  veer  away  cable,  and  get  down 
. the  top-gallant  yards. 

On  the  1 8th  a cloudy  fi:y  made  us  wait  with 
the  moft  lively  impatience  for  the  moment  of 
enjoying  the  fine  profpedl:  of  the  immenfe  bay 
which  forms  the  entrance  of  D’Entrecafteaux’s' 
Strait.  At  length  the  horizon  cleared  up.  On 
whatever  fide  we  diredted,  our  view,  we  beheld 
fpacious  bights,  where  the  navigator,  buffeted  by 
ftorms,  may  come  with  all  confidence  in  fearch 
of  fhelter.  The  eye  furveyed  with  afioriifhment 
the  irnrnenfity  of  thefe  harbours,  which  would 
eafily  contain  all  the  fleets  of  the  maritime  powers. 

The  point  on  thç  larboard  hand  at  the  en- 
trance of  the  Strait  borç  fouth  43*^  wefl. 

The  wind  blowing  with  lefs  impetuofity  about 
eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  advantage  was 
taken  of  this  lull  to  difpatch  the  barge.  The  geo- 
graphical engineer  fet  off  with  an  intention  of 
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going  to  difcover  if  a bight  feen  to  the  north-eaft 
by  north  could  afford  a paffage  to  our  fhips. 

The  ebb  fct  from  half  a knot  to  a knot  an 
hour,  north-wefl;  by  north,  from  eight  o’clock  in 
the  evening  till  two  in  the  morning. 

I'he  flrength  of  the  wind  having  prevented  our 
fending  on  fhore  any  of  the  fmall  boats,  we  were 
under  the  necellity  of  remaining  on  board.  But 
the  next  day,  the  19th,  we  landed  at  the  diflance 
of  a demi-myriameter  to  the  fouth-wefl,  on  the 
ifland  which  runs  the  whole  length  of  this  chan- 
nel. A boat  belonging  to  the  Efpérance  ' had 
pafTed  the  night  at  the  fame  place,  and  had  there 
caught  a great  quantity  of  fifh. 

It  was  with  very  lively  pleafure  that  I vifited 
this  ifland,  where  I colleâed  feveral  new  plants, 

I 

the  moil  numerous  fpecies  of  which  mull:  be 
clafTed  among  the  genera  of  the  maleleuca,  the 
ajîer^  the  e^acris,  &c. 

The  fhores  of  the  channel  afforded  us  an  eafy 
paffage  through  the  fhrubs,  which  are  here  thinly 
feattered.  We  afterwards  climbed  over  fleep 
places,  which  rife  perpendicularly  a demi-heflo- 
meter  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  At  thié  height 
we  remarked  marine  fait,  carried  by  the  fpray 
into  the  cavities  of  a very  hard  free-flone,  which 
principally  forms  the  foundation  of  this  land. 

We  had  fcarcely  proceeded  two  kilometers, 

when 
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when  the  remains  of  a hut  and  fome  heaps  of 
fhell-fifh  let  us  know  that  this  iiland  was  in- 
habited. 

. This  was  the  firfl  time  that  we  faw  any  par- 
tridges at  Cape  Diemen.  We  fprang  a very  large 
covey,  which  went  and  fettled  at  a great  diftance 
from  us. 

It  was  late  when  we  met  with  Citizen  Riche. 
He  had  fpent  the  night  with  the  fifherrrien*  The 
offer  w^hich  he  made  us  to  partake  the  fruits  of 
his  fport  was  gladly  accepted  ; he  pointed  out  to 
us  a little  fpring,  where  we  enjoyed  the  pleafure  of 
quenching  our  thirft  with  very  good  water,  at  the 
fame  time  eating  excellent  fifh  and  fome  iheH- 
fifh,  which  we  broiled  in  the  manner  of  the  New 
Hollanders.  This  repaft  foon  made  us  forfake 
our  fhip  provifions. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  learnt  that  the  com- 
miffioned  officers  of  the  Recherche  had  agitated 
the  queflion.  Whether  the  natiiralifts  fliould  pre- 
ferve  any  right  to  the  fupplies  of  frefh  provifions 
diftributed  on  board,  while  they  were  on  fhore 
collefting the  articles  which  conflitutedthe  objeft 
of  their  miffion  ? Good  care  had  been  taken  not 
to  fummon  them  to  fuch  difcuffions  : no  one  ef- 
poufed  their  caufe,  and  the  queflion  was  very 
quickly  decided  againfl  them,  contrary  to  every 
idea  of  juftice.  I mufl  add  that,  notwithdanding 
the  changes  that  took  place  among  the  perfons. 

wh(^ 
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who  a£led  as  caterers  of  our  mefs^  all  of  them  were 
ftri(ft  obfervers  of  fo  unjuft  a law. 

It  was  dark  when  our  boat  came  to  fetch  us. 
Riche  was  glad  to  take  a palTage  with  us,  rather 
than  remain  on  fhore  ; but  he  was  under  the  necef- 
hty  of  fleeping  on  board  the  Recherche,  although 
he  had  the  moft  urgent  occafion  to  go  to  the  Efpe- 
rance  ; for  it  is  not  indifferent  to  a naturalifl  to 
be  carried  back  to  the  place  where  are  depofited 
the  means  of  prefervation  of  the  fpccimens  which 
he  has  recently  colledled. 

A fmall  ifland  at  the  diftance  of  a demi-myria- 
meter  to  the  fouth-wefl,  had  been  called  T lie 
aux  Perdrix,  Partridge  Ifland,  by  fome  of  our  fea- 
men  who  had  difeovered  it.  Citizen  Riche  and 
myfelf  went  thither  on  the  20th,  to  fpend  the 
day  ; and  in  lieu  of  partridges  we  there  found  a 
great  number  of  quails.  Is  this  a miftake  of  thofe 
who  had  firfl:  vifited  it,  or  had  the  partridges 
quitted  the  ifland  ? 

This  fmall  ifland  is  in  latitude  43®  23'  30'"^ 
fouth,  and  is  about  two  kilometers  in  length.  The 
new  fpccies  of  parfley  which  I have  named  aplum 
projlratum,  grew  in  abundance  on  its  fhores, 
almofr  even  with  high-water  mark.  We  gathered 
a great  quantity  of  it,  which  we  took  on  board. 

Several  fpccies  of  club- wood,  cafuarina,  covered 
this  country,  particularly  to  the  northward;  fuch 
of  thofe  trees  as  were  growing  on  the  fhore  feemed 
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not  to  thrive  the  worfe  for  the  humidity  commu- 
nicated to  them  by  the  fea.  It  was  obvious  that 
their  branches,  by  natural  inclination,  had  fprcad 
on  that  fide.  Among  the  plants  that  I met  with 
for  the  firtl  time  was  a hnguîar  fpecies  of  Ihnodo- 
riirn,  of  which  I had  a drawing  made  : 1 alto  ga- 
thered feveral  ferns,  and  a beautiful  fpecies  of 
glycine^  remarkable  for  its  flowers,  which  were  of 
a bright  red. 

This  iflot  afforded  us  no  freffi  v/ater,  although 
feveral  forfaken  huts  attefted  that  it  had  been  in- 
habited by  favages. 

Two  officers  belonging^ to  our  fhip  (Cretin  and 
Dauribeau)  had  fet  off  at  fix  o’clock  in  the 
morning  to  go  and  reconnoitre  the  coaff  which 
lay  to  the  eaff ward  of  us  ; they  there  faw  feveral 
bays,  the  greateff  extent  of  which  was  from  north- 
weff  to  fouth-eaff.  They  alfo  remarked  various 
coves,  which  formed  fo  many  harbours  : a ffifF 
breeze  impeded  their  progrefs,  and  prevented 
them  from  advancing  very  far  into  them.  Seve- 
ral flres  perceived  at  a little  diftance  from  the 
fhore  determined  them  to  land  there  ; and  fcarccly 
had  they  entered  the  woods  before  they  met  with 
four  natives  occupied  in  keeping  up  three  fmall 
fires,  near  which  they  were  fitting.  Thcfe  favages 
immediately  fled,  in  fpite  of  all  the  figns  of  friend- 
fhip  that  were  made  to  them,  leaving  behind  the 
lobfters  and  other  fliell-fiffi  which  they  were  broil- 
ing 
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ing  on  the  coals.  Hard  by  were  feen  as  many 
cabins  as  there  were  fires. 

This  place  appeared  to  be  pretty  rbuch  fre- 
quented, for  there  were  here  found  fourteen  fmall 
fpots  marked  with  the  traces  of  the  fires  that  had 
been  kindled  on  them. 

One  of  thefe  favages,  who  "was  very  tall  and 
extremely  mufcular,  had  forgotten  a fmall  bafket 
filled  with  pieces  of  filex  ; he  was  not  afraid  to 
come  and  look  for  it,  and  he  advanced  quite 
clofc  to  Cretin,  with  the  air  of  confidence  which 
his  flrength  feemed  to  give  him.  Thefe  favages 
are  not  of  a very  deep  black;  they  let  their 
* beards  grow,  and  have  woolly  hair.  Some  were 
quite  naked,  and  others  had  a kangaroo’s  fkin 
over  their  fhouldcrs. 

The  houfehold  utenfils  which  they  abandoned 
con  tilted  nearly  of  thirty  rufh  bafleets  of  the  fame 
fliape  as  that  which  may  be  fecn  af  the  bottom 
of  Plate  V.:  fome  of  them  were  full  of  crabs  and 
other  Ihell-fifli.  Thefe  bafkets  are  for  the  mofl 
part  a third  of  a meter  in  depth.  Some  very 
fmall  ones  were  found  of  the  fame  fhape,  which 
were  not  more  than  a decimeter  long  ; they  were 
filled  wdth  various  pieces  of  filex,  wrapped  up  in 
the  bark  of  a tree,  as  foft  as  good  agaric.  The 
method  which  thefe  favages  employ  to  procure 
fire  is,  to  flrike  two  pieces  of  filex  one  againft 
the  other  : in  this  they  differ  greatly  from  the 
, other 
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other  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea,  and  even 
from  the  other  favages  of  the  call  part  of  New 
Holland  : a circumftance  that  would  leeni  to 
alligii  to  them  a different  origin. 

They  alfo  left  behind  feveral  kangaroo-fkins^, 
and  fome  water- veffels. 

The  two  officers  prevented  the  failors  from 
touching  any  of  the  effects  of  thefe  natives  ; ■ they 
took  only  for  the  Admiral  a large  and  a fmall 
bafket,  a kangaroo’s  fkin,  and  a veffel  made  of 
fea-weed,  which  held  five  quarts  of  water.  The 
fhape  of  the  water-veffel  may  be  feen  at  the 
bottom  of  Plate  V.  by  the  fide  of  the  baficet. 
The  favages  had  no  caufe  to  regret  the  lofs  of 
thefe  different  articles,  for  the  officers  left  on  the 
fame  fpot  a few  knives,  feveral  handkerchiefs, 
Ibme  bifeuit,  fome  cheefe,  and  an  earthen  jug, 
too  brittle,  indeed,  to  be  a proper  lubffitute  for 
the  water-veffel  furnifhed  them  by  nature. 

Thefe  favages,  although  little  encumbered 
with  their  effedls,  fcattered  fome  of  them  from 
time  to  time  along  their  road.  I know  not  whe-  ^ 
ther  this  was  to  accelerate  their  flight,  or  to  flop 
the  Europeans  who  were  following  them,  by 
thus  exciting  their  curiofity. 

A boat  from  the  Efperance  had  been  to  vifit  a 
cove,  nearly  a myriameter  diftant  to  the  weff  ward. 
The  perfons  fent  on  this  fervice,  had  met  wdth  a 
native,  who,  notwdthftandingeveryljgn  of  friend- 
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fliip  that  they  expreflcd,  would  never  fufFer  him- 
felf  to  be  approached  within  the  diüance  of  at  leaft 
two  heflometers.  A charming  rivulet  emptied 
itfelf  near  the  head  of  the  cove.  The  htuatioii 
of  this  port,  oppofite  to  an  ifland  that  fhelters  it 
from  the  fca,  renders  it  very  fit  for  giving  to 
fhips  all  the  repairs  of  which  they  may  fiand  in 
need. 

( 

Other  bights  vifited  by  the  fame  boat,  afforded 
in  general  excellent  anchorages. 

A bay  extended  fo  far  to  the  north-wefi,  that 
it  was  not  pofiible  to  difeoVer  its  extremity. 
Some  of  thefe  bights  are  perhaps  channels,  which 
communicate  with  the  fea. 

The  attention  that  it  was  neceffary  to  pay  to 
the  fpecimens  which  I had  prcvioufly  colledled, 
employed  me  the  whole  of  the  21ft. 

The  gardener  fet  oft'  in  the  bifeayan,  which 
was  loaded  with  ten  perfons,  to  repair  to  the 
iftand  where  I had  been  the  day  before.  After 
having  in  fo  fmall  a boat  firuggled  in  ' vain 
againft  very  firong  winds,  blowing  dire6lly  in 
their  teeth, they  had  refolved  to  yield  to  their  incli- 
nation, to  go  and  look  for  a fhelter  towards  the 

> 

north-eaft  , at  the  diftance  of  a myriameter  and  a 
half  behind  a fmall  circular  ifland,  placed  at  the 
opening  of  the  paffage  which  they  had  been  to 
explore.  This  trip  had  well  nigh  been  fatal  to 
them:  the  maft  giving  way,  the  fail  fell  over- 
board; 
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board  ; the  boat’s  way  confequently  became 
deadened,  and,  being  too  deeply  laden,  flie  filled 
by  the  roughnefs  of  the  fea.  At  length  they  ar- 
rived, exhaufied  by  fatigue,  under  the  lee  ot  the 
ifland,  where  they  enjoyed  a calm,  which  was  the 
more  agreeable,  as  they  had  jufi:  incurred  the 
greatefi;  dangers.  The  Admiral  being  extremely 
uneafy  refpedting  their  fate,  at  one  o’clock  in  the 
afternoon  fent  a boat  in  fcarch  of  them,  knowing 
very  well  that  the  bifeayan  could  not  get  om 
board  againfi:  winds  fo  contrary.’  We  had  the 
fatisfadlion  of  fecinîx  them  ag-ain  towards 
night.  They  related  to  us,  that  after  having 
followed  the  coafi  to  the  fouth-eaft  and  fouth, 
during  an  hour’s  walk  along  a pretty  eafy  road, 
fome  fires  had  apprifed  them  of  the  prefence  of 
the  favages,  and  it  was  not  long  before  they  met 
with  a few.  d'hefe  were  the  fame  that  had  been 
feen  the  preceding  day  ; they  did  not  fuffeü 
themfelves  to  be  more  clofely  approached.  In 
the  fires,  which  they  abandoned  precipitately,’ 
\vere  found  fhell-fifh  fiill  broiling  on  thé  coals; 
and  upwards  of  thirty  kangaroo-ficins,  at’  a little 
diltance,  indicated  the  fondnets  of  thefe  inhabit- 


ants for  hunting. 

It  appears  that  they  had  had  no  diflike  to  the 
bread  and  the  water  which  had  been  deporited  for 
them  the  preceding  day;  but  the  find  1 of  the 
cheefe  had  probabW  prevented  them  from  tafiin.fr 
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it,  for  It  waa  found  in  the  ftate  in  which  it  .had 
been  left.  In  the  fame  place  were  alfo  found  one 
of  the  knives,  and  the  handkerchiefs,  that  had 
been  put  among  their  effei^ts  the  day  before. 

A few  fliots  fired  at  tome  birds,  no  doubt 
fpread  terror  among  thefe  favages  ; for  a boat 
from  our  fhip  went  to  the  fame  fpot  two  days 
after,  and  met  with  none  of  them. 

On  the  2 2d  of  May,  the  launeh  was  fent  to 
water  at  the  head  of  a cove  recently  difcovered 
to  the  wedward.  I availed  myfelf  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  go  and  vifit  this  place,  which  was  near 
a myriameter  didant  from  the  anchorage.  It  forms 
a harbour  of  the  breadth  of  three  he6tometers  by 
a kilometer  in  depth,  and  there  is  fufficient  water 
in  it  to  admit  large  fhips  to  anchor.  A rivulet 
brought  towards  its  extremity  very  good  water, 
which  it  was  not  eafy  to  procure,  becaufe,  to  have 
it  in  all  its  purity,  it  was  necedary  to  roll  the 
cades  partly  in  the  mud,  to  the  didance  of  up- 
wards of  three  heiSometers  from  the  boat.  The 
people  might  have  been  fpared  this  labour, 
which  was  prejudicial  to  their  health,  by  making 
ufe  of  long  canvas  hofes,  or  of  leather  pipes,  by 
means  of  which  it  would  have  been  eafy  to  con- 
voy the  water  into  the  launch.  Navigators 
wall  be  fendble  of  all  the  importance  of  this  pre- 
caution, efpecially  when  the  impoffibility  of  af- 
cending  different  rivers  with  boats,  forces  them 
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to  take  In  brackilTi  water  while,  by  means  of 
a hofe  carried  a few  hecStometers  higher  up,  it 
might  be  procured  without  any  mixture  of  fea- 
water,  which  renders  it  very  unwholefome. 

On  the  banks  of  this  rivulet  grew  various 
fpccies  of  cafuarina,  one  of  which  was  remarkable 
for  its  club-fhaped  fruit.  I alfo  faw  there  a ra- 
ther tall  fhrub,  which  forms  a new  genus  in  the 
family  of  the  'cruclferæ. 

Numerous  paths  beaten  by  the  kangaroos,  ran 
in  the  direction  towards  the  rivulet,  where  thefe 
animals  frequently  come  to  quench  their  thirft. 

The  wind,  which  had  been  contrary  to  us  in 
going  towards  this  watering-place,  fhould  have 
favoured  us  on  our  return  ; but  it  fell  calm,  and 
it  took  us  feveral  hours  to  get  on  board. 

The  barge  arrived  after  four  days  abfence, 
having  in  that  time  furveyed  the  whole  ex- 
tent of  the  Strait,  which  is  about  four  myria- 
meters  and  a half  long,  from  fouth-weil  to 
north-eafl.  ^ .Not  lefs  than  fix  fathoms  and  a 
half  water  had  been  found  in  it,  with  a bottom 
of  mud,  and  Ibmetimes  of  fine  fand.  Adventure 
Bay  is  feparated  from  it  only  by  a tongue,  of 
land,  the  breadth  of  which  is  at  moft  four  hec- 
tometers. 

On  the  23d,  ’We  waited  only  for  a fair  wind, 
to  run  into  the  Strait,  in  order  to  draw  a 
plan  of  it  with  fome  degree  of  corre6lnefs. 
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Thè  north-cad  and  north  winds  were  agaînfî 
ns;  betides,  they  were  fo  faint,  that  we  were 
obliged  to  remain  at  anchor  the  whole  day. 

During  the  night  were  feen  feveral  fires, 
which  the  natives  had  lighted  on  the  fouth-eaft 
fhore. 

We  got  under  way  .about  half  pad  feven 
o’clock  the  next  morning,  the  24th,  and  plied 
to  windward,  approaching  within  a kilometer  of 
the  land.  We  never  found  lets  than  tix  fathoms 
and  a half  water,  with  an  excellent  bottom. 

Although  tlie  thermometer  in  the  colded 
mornings  had  not  fallen  lower  than  7°  above 
the  freezing  point,  the  fnow  had  condderably  in* 
creafed  on  the  high  •mountains,  which  were  teen 
to  the  wed  and  north-wed. 

The  favourable  currents  made  us  gain  on  each 
tack;  they  became  contrary  tO  us  about  di* 
'6  elocb  in  the  evening  ; we  then  cad  anchor  in 
^ight  fathoms  water,  the  bottom  gray  fand>  pretty 
’near  the  coady  and  to  the  northward  of  the  an- 
'chorage  which  we  had  quitted  in  the  morning. 

The  natives  kindled  upwards  of  twenty  fires 
-oi>  the  fouth  fhore.  Several  families  had  no 
doubt  been  attrafled  towards  the'  coad,  bv  the 
news  of  our  day  in  this  bay. 

^ The  currents  favoured  us  about  feven  o’clock 
^n  the  morning  on  the  25th,  and  we  made  fev^eral 
■ ''  - boards 
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boards  to  enter  into  a narrow  fleeve  of  the  Strait, 
to  the  weft  fhore  of  which  we  borrowed  pretty 
clofe,  handing  to  the  north* cah  by  north. 

After  having  run  about  a demi-myriameter 
along  this  channel,  we  entered  a fécond  bay, 
upwards  of  a myriameter  in  extent,  bordered 
towards  the  weil  by  lands  of  a moderate  heiglit  : 
thofc  to  the  eaftward  were  low,  and  feparated 
this  Strait  from  Adventure  Bay. 

About  half  pa  ft  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon 
we  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  diftance  of  a kilo- 
meter from  the  coaft:  we  then  fet  Fluted  Cape 
bearing  fouth  33°  eaft. 

^ We  landed  to  the  north  weft,  on  a coaft  where 
the  very  thick  woods  prefervedthe  greateft  humi- 
dity, although  no  rain  had  fallen  for  fome  days. 

Among  the  fhrubs  which  covered  this  fliore  a 
new  fpecies  of  ptelea  was  growing  in  great 
abundance. 

On  the  26th  we  weighed  anchor  at  feven 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  and  at  noon  we  found 
ourfelves  in  a third  bay,  the  different  bights  of 
which  left  us  for  fome  time  in  doubt  refpedfing 
the  paffage  that  it  was  neceffary  to  follow  in  order 
to  get  out  of  it  ; the  outlet  lay  to  the  north- weft: 
in  the  moft  diftant  bight.  The  depth  of  water  in 
this  bay  was  not  Icfs  than  eleven  fathoms  towards 
its  middle,  and  at  the  diftance  of  two  he6fometcrs 
from  the  fliore  we  had  not  lefs  than  fix  fathoms 
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and  a half.  This  bay,  in  other  refpefts,  was  as 
'extenfive  as  that  which  we  had  laft  left. 

After  having  flood  near  two  myriameters  to  the 

porth-north-eaft,  we  anchored  about  half  paft 

three  o’clock  in  fourteen  fathoms  and  a half,  with 
\ 

a muddy  bottom.  As  we  thought  that  a favour- 
able wind  might  flill  carry  us  fome  diftance  before 
night,  none  of  us  went  on  fhore. 

Wc  got  under  way  on  the  27th  about  feveu 
o’clock  ill  the  morning;  but  the  currents  foon 
became  contrary  to  us,  and  forced  us  to  bring  up 
acrain  in  twelve  fathoms  and  a half,  over  a bottom 
of  fand  mixed  with  mud.  We  were  then  in 
latitude  43°  4'  fouth,  and  longitude  145°  if 
eafl. 

At  the  diftance  of  a demi-myriameter  towards 
the  north -eafl  was  feen  the  extremity  of  the  Strait  - 
by  which  we  were  to  fail  out. 

A fire  lighted  not  far  from  the  fhore  an- 
nounced the  prefence  of  the  natives,  and  fhortly 
after  we  faw  one  walking  along  by  the  fea-fide. 

Two  boats  were  going  to  carry  feveral  perfons 
to  both  fides  of  the  Strait,  when  we  obferved 
fome  fa vages  paddling  along  in  a catamaran,  who 
landed  on  the  eaft  coafi.  As  timid  as  thofe  who 
had  hitherto  been  met  with,  they  precipitately 
made  for  tlie  fhore,  in  order  to  fcamper  through 
the  woods,  leaving  belfind  a few  darts  of  clumty 
workmanlhip.  ' 
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I landed  on  the  beach,  from  which  they  had  jail 
dlfappearedj  and  I found  there  a great  number  ot 
llones  of  a very  beautiful  granite,  extremely  hard, 
and  rounded  by  attrition. 

There  lay  on  the  beach  four  catamarans,  made 
of  the  bark  of  trees  in  the  form  of  that  which 
may  be  feen  Plate  Fig.  I.  Skiffs  ot  this 

fort  can  ferveonly  in  a fea  fcarcel y ruffled,  other- 
wife  the  waves  would  foon  knock  them  to  pieces. 
As  thefe  favages  know  how  to  hollow  out  the 
trunks  of  trees  by  means  of  Are,  in  order  to  make 
of  them  a temporary  abode,  they  fhould  employ  ^ 
the  fame  method  to  form  canoes  ; but  tliey  are  as 
little  advanced  in  navigation,  as  in  the  other  arts. 

I had  now  reached  the  outlet  of  the  Strait, 
where  I remarked  fome  very  beautiful  cryflals  of 
felfpar  fcattered  here  and  there  in  feveral  rocks  of 
very  hard  fand-ftone. 

On  the  top  of  thefe  hills  I' met  with  the  plant 
which  Phillip,  in  his  Voyage  to  Botany  Bay,  has 
defignated  by  the  name  of  y ellovj gum-tree.  It 
was  only  in  feed, as  Phillip  found  it;  lb  that  I 
was  alfo  deprived  of  the  characters  indifpcnfable 
for  determining  this  genus,  which  has  the  port  of 
a dracæna.  The  feeds,  placed  on  a long  Ipike, 
were  filled  with  a great  number  of  larvæ,  which 
transformed  themfelves  into  little  ghalænæ  of  the 
feCtion  of  the  tineæ. 

The  refinous  gum  which  exudes  from  this 
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plant  is  highly  aftringent  ; there  is  no  doubt  that 
it  would  be  ufeful  in  medicine  ; the  gummy  prin- 
ciple with  which  it  abounds  muft  facilitate  its 
mixture  with  our  humours,  and  make  the  ufe  of  it 
preferr<"d  to  a great  many  other  aftringents. 

Among  the  beautiful  plants  that  I then  ga- 
thered, was  a very  remarkable  compound  flower, 
which  has  not  till  now  been  noticed  by  any  natu- 
ral ifi:  ; it  forms  a new  genus,  which  I call  richea, 
from  the  name  of  Citizen  Riche,  one  of  the  na- 
turalifts  of  the  expedition.  This  learned  man 
has  fallen  a'  victim  to  his  love  for  the  fciences, 
after  having,  in  a flate  of  conlbmption  already  far 
advanced,  made  a long  and  fatiguing  voyage,  in 
wLicli  he  confultcd*  his-  zeal  more  than  his 
ftrength. 

Tills  new  genus  is  naturally  claflTed  in  the  third 
fcflion  of  the  cmarocephal^  ( Jujf.  Gm.  riant.),  . 

The  common  calyx  is  compofcd  of  feveral 
ohtiife  leaflets,  fcariofe  at  their  furamit,  of  equal 
length,  and  arranged  in  a Angle  row;  it  compre- 
hends feveral  dlflindl  calyxes,  each  borne  on  a 
very  fliort  peduncle  ; all  thefe  little  calyxes  are 
rompoied  of  five  or  flx  leaflets,  containing  five 
or  fix  florets,  v/hich  are  all  hermaphrodite,  and 
each  provided  with  a fcale  almoft  the  whole  of 
their  length. 

The  florpts  are  inflated  in,  their  upper  part, 
and  arc  in  five  equal  diviflons. 

Five  diftincfl  filaments,  attached  to  the  tube. 

of 
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of  the  floret,  bear  as  many  anthers  united  in  the 
form  of  a cylinder. 

The  flyle  is  filiform,  and  rifes  to  the  height  of 
the  framlna.  The  fHgma  is  bifid. 

The  feeds  are  oval,  covered  with  a fine  down, 
and  crowned  with  from  twelve  to  fifteen  pafph 
loaded  with  hair. 

The  Raucous  colour  of  the  leaves  of  this  com- 
pound  flower  has  induced  me  to  give  it  the  name 
of  richea  glaiica.  Its  flowers  are  of  a bright  yel- 
low colour. 

Explanation  of  the  Figures ^ Plate  XF L 

Fig,  1.  The  plant  of  the  natural  fize. 

Fig,  2.  The  flower  feen  from  behind,  in  order 
to  diftinguifh  the  common  calyx. 

Fig,  3.  One  of  the  little  calyxes  with  florets. 

Fig.  4.  The  floret  with  its  feed. 

The  whole  of  the  natural  fize. 

Fig,  j.  The  fame  feen  through  a magnifying 
glafs. 

Fig,  6,  The  floret  of  the  natural  fize,  fpllt  lon- 
gitudinally, in  order  to  fliew  the  fiamina. 

Fig.  7.  The  fame  magnified. 

An  officer  belonging  to  the  Recherhe  had  juft 
followed  through  the  woods  a path  made  by  the 
favages.  He  prefently  met  with  fix,  who  were 
quite  naked,  and  were  walking  flowdy  towards 
the  fouth,  armed  with  darts  from  five  to  fix  me- 
ters long.  The  furprife  occafioned  by  fo  unex- 
pected a meeting  was  depided  in  their  features  ; 
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but  their  numbers  foon  banifhing  their  aiarmSjthey 
approached  on  the  invitations  of  this  European, 
and  immediately  put  on  their  head  a crayat  and 

handkerchief  which  he  gave  them.  They  how- 

\ 

ever  appeared  frightened  at  the  light  of  a knife, 
the  ufe  of  which  the  officer  pointed  out  to  them, 
efpecially  when  he  ihewed  them  the  manner  of 
fharpening  it  ; and  their  fear  was  not  difpelled  till 
he  gave  it  them  as  a prefent.  It  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  that  he  preffed  them  to  approach  the  place 
where  we  lay  at  anchor  ; his  entreaties  were  un- 
availing : the  favages  continued  to  follow  the 
fame  path,  which  led  away  from  our  Ihips. 

A boat  had  landed  on  the  other  ffiore  near  a 

» 

fire,  whence  rofe  a very  thick  fmoke.  Here 
were  found  eight  natives,  who  all  had  their 
.fhoulders  covered  with  a kangaroo’s  Ikin,  and 
w'ere  warming  themfelves  under  ffielter  of  four 
iheds.  Thefe  favages  took  to  flight  as  foon  as 
they  perceived  our  people. 

An  old  woman  loaded  with  proyiflons,  which 
fhe  was  unwilling  to  abandon,  was  very  quickly 
overtaken  by  fome  of  our  failors  : fhe  had  juft  re- 
ceived a handkerchief  with  an  air  of  fatisfadlion  ; 

' but  the  fight  of  a knife,  which  they  wiffied  alfo  tp 
give  her,  frightened  her  to  fuch  a degree  that  fhe 
threw  herfelf  upwards  of  fifteen  meters  from  the 
top  of  a very  ftcep  acclivity,  and  fled  over  the 
rocks,  where  ffie  almoift  immediately  difappeared. 

I know 
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I know  not  whether  the  perions  who  related 
the  circumtiance  in  another  manner  meant  tP 
amute  themfelves  at  theexpenfe  of  thofe  who  had 
had  fuch  a meeting  : by  their  account  the  great 
age  ot  this  woman  had  been  no  protection  to  her 
againfi:  the  attacks  of  thefe  feamen  ; however,  fhe 
had  ftill  fufficient  ftrength  to  make  her  efcape, 
leaving  behind  two  balkets,  in  which  were  found 
a lobtter,  fome  other  fhell-hfh,  and  a few  fern- 
roots  of  about  two  centimeters  in  thicknefs  : I 
difcovered  that  they  belonged  to  a new  fpecies 
of  pterisy  of  which  I had  laid  in  an  ample  ftocly. 
It  appears  that  thefe  favages  exprefs  from  it  by 
maflication  the  mucilaginous  part,  which  is  more 
or  lefs  abundant  in  the  plants  of  this  family. 

Like  the  other  favages,  this  woman  had  a kan- 
garoo’s tlvin  on  her  fhoulders;  but  fhe  had  betides, 
another,  which,  being  tied  on  in  the  form  of  an 
^pron,  covered  her  nakednefs.  I am  of  opinion 
that  file  had  put  on  this  garment  more  on  account 
of  the  feverity  of  the  weather  than  from  a fenti- 
ment  of  fhame  ; for  among  the  natives  whom 
Captain  Cook  faw  at  Adventure  Bay,  at  a few 
kilometers  from  this  place,  the  women  were  all 
naked  : therefore  it  is  probable  that  at  fo  Ihort  a 
di fiance  there  does  not  exifi  much  diiF^rence  in 
the  manners. 

In  the  night  of  the  28th  the  north  wind  blew 
jn  fuch  hard  fqualls,  that  the  Efperance  drove, 

although 
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although  fhe  was  riding  by  a, very  heavy  bower 
anchor. 

We  had  fpent  more  time  than  we  intended  in 
exploring  D’Entrecaftcaux’s  Strait.  To  get, out 
of  it,  we  had  yet  to  go  about  the  diftance  of  a 
demi^myriameter.  The  wind  was  againfl  us,  but 
■ the  tide  was  in  our  favour,  and  we  weighed 
anchor  at  half  paft  nine  o’clock.  In  working 
out  we  often  flood  within  three  hedlometers  of 
the  coaft,  where  our  foundings  were  from  twelve 
and  a half  to  thirteen  fathoms  near  the  high 
•lands,  and  from  fix  to  fix  and  a half  near  the 
. low  lands. 

We  at  length  reached  the  extremity  of  the 
channel  ; the  two  points  of  land  which  terminate 
it  are  at  mod  a demi-myriameter  didant  from 
each  other,  in  a fouth-ead  and  north-wed  direc- 
tion. We  borrowed  pretty  clofe  on  that  on  the 
flarboard  hand,  where  we  found  no  more  than 
from  three  and  a half  to  four  fathoms,  at  the  out- 
let of  the  channel.  So  great  a decreafe  in  the 
depth  of  water  naturally  led  us  to  prefume  that 
there  was  here  a very  hard  rock,  which  rcdllcd 
the  dally  current  of  the  dood  and  ebb  ; and  the 
lead  informed  us  that  this  conjedure  was  well 
founded.  This  was  the  only  foul  ground  that 
was  remarked  throughout  the  whole  length  of 
the  Strait,  whence  we  came  out  towards  noon. 
We  then  dlfcovered  to  the  cad  by  fouth  an  open- 
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ing  of  about  three  myriameters  wide,  which 
aftorded  a paffage  into  the  open  Tea. 

To  the  northward  we  defcried  a vaft  bay,  or 
rather  a gulf,  interfedled  by  iflots  and  terminated 
by  the  main  land,  which  was  feen  in  the  dildance 
various  bights  in  it  feemed  to  afford  there  excel- 
lent anchorages.  , . 
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Importance  bf  D'*  Eut recàji eaux" s Sirait. — Pajfagê 
from  Cape  Dieinen  to  New  Caledonia. — We  ex-» 
plore  the  fouth-.weji  coaji  of  New  Caledonia.-^ 
Dangerous  fituation  of  the  Recherche  quite  cJofe  to 
the  rocks  which  Jkirt  this  coaji. — We  fee  the 
fives  hy  the  feafide. — Small  Archipelago  at  thé 
northern  extremity  of  New  Caledonia. — Prodi- 
gious extent  of  the  reefs. — We  get  fight  of  the 
Terre  des  Arfiacides  and  of  the  Treafury  IJlands. 
— Survey  of  the  wefi  fart  of  Rougainville  s Ifianct 
and  of  Bouk  a I /land. — Dangerous  fituation  of  the 
Recherche  on  the  Jhoals  off  Bougainville  s IJland. 
— Intel  view  with  the  Java  g es  of  Bouka  IJlayid. 
— Fondncfs  of  thefe  fiavages  for  mufiic. — Their 
difiio7iefiy. — Canoes  of  thefe  natives. — We  deter- 
mine the  pofition  of  various  points  of  Bougain- 
villeas Jfland^  and  of  Bouka  Ifland. — We  anchor 
in  Carteret" s Harbour. — Various  excurfions  into 
the  furrounding  country. — Continual  rains  during 
our  flay  in  Carteret" s Harbour. — DijJ'erent  obfer- 
V (liions. 


We  had  jud  completely  finifhed  one  of  the 
geographical  difeoveries  the  moft  important  to 
navigation*  It  was  of  the  greateft  utility  to  af- 
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cfertalii  exactly  at  this  extremity  of  New  Holland, 
where  impetuous  winds  prevail,  the  places  of 
Ihclter  which  it  can  afford  to  fhips  affailcd  by 
fiorms.  A roadflead  of  about  four  myriameters 
and  a half  in  extent  at  the  point  of  this  vaft 
iiland  might  hold  out  very  great  advantages  to  a 
commercial  nation.  A vdfel  may  come  to  an 
anchor  in  any  part  of  it  with  a certainty  of  find- 
ing a good  bottom,  with  a depth  of  water  of  from 
fix  and  a half  to  feven  fathoms.  Not  a fhoal  is 
there  to  be  met  with.  At  an  equal  difiance  from 
its  two  extremities,  where  the  rather  coarfe  fand 
predominates,  the  ground  is  not  fo  good  ; there 
is  alfo  lefs  water,  for  by  the  lead  we  had  here 

1 « 

only  fix  fathoms.  It  fiiould  feem  that  the  tide, 
entering  by  the  two  extremities  at  once,  had 
drifted  thefe  fands  into  the  place  where  the  con- 
trary currents  meet.  There  is  no  danger  to  be  ap- 
prehended in  approaching  thè  land  to  within  the 
difiaiice  of  two  hedometers.  The  windings  of 
this  channel  prefent  a very  diverfified  profpeâ: 
and  fit  nations  tnfiy  pidurefque. 

The  feafon  was  far  advanced,  and  the  thermo- 
meter, although  we  were  near  the  44th  degree 
of  fouth  latitude,  had  not  been  lower  than  7^ 
above  o.  Boi fierons  winds  were  very  prevalent 
in  the  offing,  while  in  the  Strait  we  enjoyed  the 
calrnefi;  weather.  We  did  not  expect  to  find 
filch  perfect  fafety  fo  near  Storm  Bay. 
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The  il  flies  whidi  delight  in  11  ill  water  abound 
in  this  channel,  where  our  hllicrmen  were,  in 
general,  very  fucceisful. 

Scarcely  had  we  proceeded  three  kilometers  be- 
yond the  outlet  of  the  Strait,  when  we  could  no 
longer  diftinguilh  its  opening.  The  foundings 
increafed  in  proportion  as  we  advanced  into  the 
open  fea. 

Our  reckoning  placed  us  at  noon  in*  latitude 
43^  I'  Ibuth,  and  longitude  143°  19'  caft. 

We  foon  doubled  Cape  Pillar,  and  wc  then 
fhaped  our  courfe  north-eafl,  in  order  to  go  and 
explore  the  fouth-weil  coati  of  New  Caledonia. 

Tlie  mcrcurv  in  the  barometer  had  fallen  to 

y 

28  inches  8 lines,  and  the  wind  blew  Prong  at, 
nortli-wefr.  Tlio  rolling  of  the  ihip  made  me 
feel  as  qualmifh  as  at  our  departure  from  Bred. 
The  Pay  wc  liad  recently  made  at  Cape  Diemen 
had  already  made  me  lofe  the  habit  of  the  fea. 

By  the  jeth  of  May  we  had  made  conPderablc 
progrefs,  Pnee  at  noon  %ve  were  in  the  latitude  of 
40°  53'  fouth,  our  longitude  being  130^^  4'  caP. 

' The  mercury  of  the  barometer  had  fallen  in  the 
courfe  of  the  morning  to  27  inches  4 lines,  and 
liad  not  deceived  us  in  announcing  tempePuous 
winds.  Wc  could  do  no  more  than  feud  under 
the  forefail,  and  that  too  we  were  obliged  to  reef; 
but  fortunately  wc  had  a fair  wind. 

Although  the  thermometer  was  not  lower  than 

9^ 
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9^  ^ above  o,  the  cold  was  neverthelefs  very 
fliarp.  The  violent  agitation  of  the  air  appeared 
to  me  to  be  the  principal  caufe  of  the  fenfalion 
which  we  experienced. 

Having  on  the  ill  of  June  reached  the  latitude 
of  370  17'  foLith,  and  the  longitude  of  154°  5' 
call,  we  faw  a confiderable  number  of  white  and 
black  fpotted  petrels  (procelJaria  Capenfis),  and  a 
great  many  albatrofles  remarkable  for  the  very 
deep  fawn  colour  of  the  extremity  of  their  wings. 

The  next  day,  the  2d,  a great  many  flying 
fifhes  of  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe  which  we  had 
fo  repeatedly  met  with  in  other  Teas,  announced  to 
us,  by  throwing  themfelves  headlong  on  board, 
that  we  had  got  into  the  latitudes  frequented  by 
bonitoes. 

The  motion  of  the  fhip,  fince  we  had  failed, 
had  thrown  me  into  fuch  a deprefflon  of  fpirits, 
that  it  liad  not  been  pofflble  for  me  to  pay  the 
attention  neceflTary  for  the  prefervation  of  the 
articles  colledled  in  my  lafl;  excurfions.  On  the 
3d  of  June,  the  fea  having  become  lefs  rough, 
allowed  me  to  engage  in  thefe,  purfuits  :•  they 
were  not  at  all  damaged  ; I found  them  only 
covered  with  a little  mildew. 

Since  our  departure  from  New  Holland  we 
were  reduced  to  a fmall  quantity  of  water;  and 
the  heat,  which,  on  the  5th,  began  to  be  very 
opprefîîve,  rendered  this  privation  flill  more 
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painful.  Wc  had  only  a bottle  a day  each  man  ; 
yet  our  wants  augmented  in  proportion  as  we 
advanced  towards  the  torrid  zone.  We  could 
not  replace  this  beverage  by  the  ufe  of  the  wine, 
which  daily  became  worfe  ; betides,  the  brandy, 
which  fcveral  already  preferred  to  wine,  made 
them  require  a greater  .allowance  of  water:  the 
fait  meat  we  lived  on  tlill  more  incrcafed  our 
third,  which  we  had  not  the  means  to  quench; 
and  the  extraordinary  quantity  of  fait  introduced 
into  our  humours,  had  communicated  to  them 
an  extreme  acrimony  ; and  indeed  the  wânt  of 
water  is  one  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  difor- 
ders  of  fcamen. 

Some  pintadocs,  and  many  other  birds,  which 
we  faw  on  the  6th  of  June,  in  latitude  34°  47^ 
fouth,  and  longitude  159°  *28'  cad,  made  us  pre- 
fume  that  we  were  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
fome  idand,  yet  too  far  didant,  no  doubt,  to  be 
perceived. 

On  the  iith,  about  the  middle  of  the  day, 
we  thought  that  we  difeovered  land  to  the  eaft- 
ward.  After  having  fteered  in  that  direélioii 
for  an  hour,  the  phantom  difappeared,  and  we 
immediately  refumed  our  courfe. 

A man-of-war  bird,  having  come  and  hovered 
over  our  iiiip,  was  killed  by  a mulket  fhot. 
This  bird  had  dill  in  its  bill  thefpecies  of  cuttle- 
dfh  called  fepia  loltgo.  The  man-of-war  bird 

had 
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liiui  probably  Ici  zed  this  fea-infecl  at  the  mo- 
ment when  it  had  fprung  out  ot  the  water.  I 
had  already  feen,  ' in  the  Mediterranean^  this 
Ipecies  of  cuttle-fifh  rife  feveral  meters  above  the 
furface  of  the  fea,  by  means  of  membraneous  ex- 
pantions  lituated  laterally  towards  its  lower  ex- 
tremity ; fome  of  them  had  even  fallen  Into  our^ 

ftip.  ^ ^ 

On  the  1 6th,  about  half  paft  five  o’clock  in 
the  morning,  we  entered  the  torrid  zone,  in  the 
longitude  of  1 65°  eaft. 

At  eight  o’clock  we  got  fight  of  the  Ifland  of 
Pines,  which  is  at  no  great  difiance  from  the 
fouth  point  of  New  Caledonia  ; it  appeared  like 
a peak'of  middling  height  : we  foon  perceived 
the  low  lands  by  which  it  is  furrounded  on  every 
fide.  Some  large  trees  were  difiinguifhable  to- 
wards the  fouth-eafi:  part  of  the  ifland.  Its  po- 
fition,  which  we  found  to  be  in  the  latitude  of 
2 42' fouth,  and  longitude  of  163°  14'  eaft,  dif- 
fered only  4'  from  that  afligned  to  it  by  Captain 
Cook,  by  our  giving  it  4'  lefs  in  latitude,  and 
4'  more  in  longitude. 

At  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  difeovered 
the  fhores  of  New  Caledonia  to  the  north-weft, 
at  the  diftance  of  about  four  myriameters  and  a 
half,  and  we  ftood  on  in  order  to  approach 
them  ; but  we  were  obliged  to  heave  to  at  fun- 
iet  to  wait  for  the  Efperance,  whole  tailing  was 
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always  far  inferior  to  ours.  We  then  fet  the 
coaft,  bearing  from  north  32®  weih  to  weft  32® 
north.  We  were  ftill  too  far  from  it  to  fee  the 
reefs  which  lie  between  this  ifland  and  the  Ifle 
of  Pines.  The  Efperance  joined  us  about  eight 
o’clock  in  the  evening  ; we  were  to  have  fpent 
the  night  in  ftanding  off  and  on  ; but  it  falling 
calm,  our  fliip  would  not  anfwer  her  helm. 

The  fouth-weft  winds  had  brought  us  to  New 
Caledonia,  although  we  had  expelled  to  meet 
with  the  general  winds  feveral  days  before  we 
got  fight  of  this  land. 

The  little  change  in  the  variation  of  the  com- 
pafs,  in  the  run  that  we  had  juft  made,  is  very 
worthy  of  remark.  It  may  be  conftdered  as  no- 
thing from  the  36th  degree  and  a half  of  fouth 
latitude,  and  the  154th  degree  of  eaft  longitude, 
where  the  variation  was  eaft,  to  the  23d 

degree  of  fouth  latitude,  and  164th  degree  of 
eaft  longitude,  where  it  was  found  to  be  n‘^4' 
eaft;  for  in  this  fpace  of  1 3 in  latitude,  and 
io|°  in  longitude,  the  compafs  did  not  vary  a 
degree  ; and  it  is  well  known,  that  at  fea  its  va- 
riation cannot  be  afeertained  at  the  neareft  to 
within  a degree. 

Daring  the  night  of  the  17th  was  perceived 
a fire  lighted  by  the  favages  on  the  Ifland  of 
Pines, 
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As  foon  as  day  appeared,  we  faw  an  cxtenfive 
reef  of  rocks,  which,  from  the  coah;  of  New 
Caledonia,  took  a dircélion  towards  the  fouth, 
and  afterwards  to  the  wefl.  A calm  detained 
us  the  whole  morning  between  thefc  dangerous 
rocks  and  the  Ifle  of  Pines;  fortunately  a light 
breeze  from  the  fouth-welf,  which  fprang  up  in 
the  afternoon,  carried  us  clear  of  the  breakers. 

When  at  noon  we  Iiad  obferved  in  latitude 
22^49'  fouth,  and  our  longitude  was  164^40' 
caft,  the  fouth  point  of  New  Caledonia  bore 
north-north-weft,  diftant  four  myriameters.  This 
extremity  is  in  latitude  22°  30'  fouth,  and  lon- 
gitude 164°  3^'  eaft. 

We  had  loft  fight  of  the  chain  of  rocks  ; but 
on  the  18th,  about  eleven  o’clock,  we  perceived 
its  fouthern  extremity  at  two  myriameters  to  the 
north-weft  by  weft.  This  ihort  diftance  from 
our  fhip,  when  at  noon  we  took  an  obfervation, 
apprized  us  that  they  ftretched  fome  miles 
more  to  the  fouthward  than  Captain  Cook  had 
imagined,  ftnee  we  found  them  to  extend  as  far 
ns  the  latitude  of  23“  fouth,  their  longitude  be- 
ing 164°  31'  eaft.‘ 

Thefe  reefs,  which  we  approached  to  within 
the  diftance  of  two  kilometers,  lie  near  four 
myriameters  from  the  coaft,  and  in  that  fpace 
aftbrd  very  fmooth  water  ; we  had  to  make  lève- 
rai tacks  in  order  to  get  clear  of  theirt. 
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We  made  little  way  in  the  courfe  of  ‘the 
morning  of  the  19^,  lince  at  noon,  being  in 
latitude  23°  3'  48^"  fouth,  and  longitude  164®  S' 
20"  call,  the  wed;  point  of  the  reefs  was  flill  in 
light,  bearing  north-well  by  north,  diltant  two 
myriameters.  W e flood  north-weft  by  weft,  in 
order  to  double  them,  and  get  near  the  coaft. 

Wc  continued  making  Ihort  boards  all  night 
under  our  topfails,  endeavouring  to  keep  at  a 
little  diflance  from  our  confort.  It  was  necelTary 
that  we  Ihould  be  near  enough  to  acquaint 
each  other,  by  lignais,  of  the  dangers  into  which 
we  might  fall  on  this  coaft  lined  with  fhoals,  till 
then  unknown  to  navigators. 

During  the  night,  the  currents  had  carried 
us  nearer  to  the  reefs  which  we  thought  we 
had  weathered.  We  were  Handing  in  for  the 
land  when  the  day  fortunately  broke,  and 
fhew^ed  us  all  the  danger  of  our  lituation.  Sur- 
rounded by  Ihoals,  there  remained  but  very 
little  room  for  us  to  ply  in.  The  fouth-fouth- 
eaft  wind  frelhened,  and  increafed  the  fea,  which 
fet  us  towards  the  breakets.  Wc  were  already 
quite  in  the  middle  of  them,  when  the  Efperance 
made  the  lignai  for  them:  at  this  time  Roflel 
had  charge  of  the  deck.  The  Ihip  was  imme- 
diately brouglit  clofe  to  the  wind  on  the  Itar- 
board  tack,  in  the  intention  of  tacking,  in  order 

to  get  out  of  this  dangerous  lituation  : the  Etpe- 
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Fa ucc  had  juft  put  about,  and  wo  law  her  now 
lianding  olT  with  her  head  to  the  weft  ward. 

All  hands  were  iminediately  called  upon  deck, 
in  order  to  work  the  fliip  fo  as  to  make  her  furer 
in  ftays.  Roftcl  endeavoured  four  times  in  vain 
to  ta^k,  and  each  attempt  ferved  only  to  bring  us 
nearer  to  the  reef.  Wc  faw  the  fhip  drifting  on 
the  rocks,  where  the  fea,  ready  to  fwaliow  us 
up,  rofe  to  a prodigious  height.  There  was  liot 
a poftibility  of  letting  go  the  anchor,  for  we 
could  gel  no  bottom  with  a line  of  fifty  fatlioms, 
although  we  were  quite  clofc  to  the  reef.  Al- 
ready each  of  us  was  cafting  his  eye  on  the  ob- 
jects of  which  he  might  feize  hold  in  order  to 
^cfcapc  from  an  almoft  inevitable  death;  in  fliort, 
,deltru(ft:ion  ftared  us  in  the  face,  when  by  an 
.unexpeded  piece  of  good  fortune,  a fifth  attempt 
fo  tack  fucceeded,  and  it  was  with  inexpreffible 
joy  that  we  faw  our  ftip  ftanding  away  from 
ibis  danficerous  coair. 

A few  ifiots  appeared  between  the  land  and 
the  chain  of  reefs,  which  at  moil  was  not  more 
than  a myi;iameter  diftant  from  the  fhore. 

The  lands  of  New  Caledonia  becoming  lower 
towards- its  fouthern  extreniity,  already  began  to 
exhibit  forne  mountains  of  middling  elevation, 
which,  firetd'iing  at  firft  from  the  fouth-eaft  to 
the  noit h- weft,  after’Nyards  turned  a iiUlc  towards 
the  noilh. 
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' “When  at  the  approach  of  night  we  tacked,  the 
topmbn  had  neglected  to  rig  in  the  main  topmaft 
ftudding-fail  boom,  and  the  mlzeii  topmaft  ftud- 
ding- fail  boom:  they  were  both  carried  away  at 
the  moment  when  we  were  preparing  to  make 
another  board  ; the  main  topmaft  ftudding-fail 
boom  fell  into  the  water,  but  the  mizen  topmaft 
ftudding-fail  boom,  in  its  fall,  wounded  three 
perfons,  among  whom  was  Admiral  D’Entre- 
cafteaux  himfelf. 

We  ran  into  the  offing  to  fpend  the  night  ; 
and  the  next  day,  the  21ft  of  June,  we  ftood  in 
for  the  land.  A breeze  from  the  fouth-eaft  per- 
mitted us  to  range  to  the  north-wefl,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a kilometer  and  a half  along  the  reefs, 
which  bar  the  approach  to  it,  and  are  diftant 
from  it  only  a demi-myriameter.  W e hoped  to 
difeover  here  fome  inlet  that  might  permit  us  to 
go  and  anchor  under  the  ffielter  of  this  barrier, 
againft  which  the  fea  was  breaking  in  a frightful 
manner. 

A confidcrable  column  of  fmoke,  which  rofe 
near  the  foot  of  a hill,  not  far  diftant  from  the 
lea-ftde,  indicated  that  this  part  of  the  iftand  was 
inhabited. 

Since  noon,  when  our  latitude  was  22®  6'  58''^ 
fouth,  and  our  longitude  163®  34'  36''  eaft,  we 
had  run  near  two  myriameters  to  the  north-weft, 
wlien  we  difeovered  between  the  reefs  a large , 
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opening,  which  feemed  to  promife  us  a pafTagc 
by  which  we  might  go  and  anchor  near  the  coafl  ; 
unfortunately  it  was  late  in  the  day,  and  the  fca 
being  too  rough,  did  not  permit  us  to  fend  a 
boat  to  found  this  entrance.  We  much  regre,ttcd 
not  being  able  to  enjoy  the  fmooth  water  that 
reigned  behind  this  rampart,  againfl  which  the 
fea  was  fpending  its  fury  in  vain. 

Some  hills  aîmoft  entirely  deflitute  of  vege- 
tables, rofe  in  the  form  of  an  amphitheatre,  as 
far  as  the  principal  chain,  which  appears  to  be  at 
lead:  eighteen  hundred  meters  in  perpendicular 
height,  and  the  diredlion  of  which  is  conftantly 
to  the  north-wefl.  We  there  difeovered  three 

I 

rows  of  mountains  of  different  degrees  of  eleva- 
tion ; and  we  remarked,  throughout  all  the  height 
of  the  mofl  arid  hills,  gullies  which  feemed  to 
be  formed  by  the  fall  of  the  rains. 

Behind  thefe  high  mountains  was  feen  one 
from  four  to  five  myriameters  inland,  which 
rifing  confiderably  above  the  others'  appeared  to 
be  at  leaft  two  thoufand  four ‘hundred  meters  in 
perpendicular  elevation. 

From  the  middle  of  the  gullies  iffued  a torrent,, 
which  we  difiinguilhed  perfedlly  from  the  white- 
nefs  of  its  foaming  waters,  although  wc  were  at  a 
great  difiance. 

The  cold  that  is  felt  on  thefe  heights,  no 
doubt  iubjcéls  the  inhabitants  to  the  neceffity  of 
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wüanlng  tj^çmlçlves.,,  Wc  perceived  feverai 
large  fires,  vybi'ch  they  kindled  while  we  were 
ïDaking  fliort  boards  ia  the  offing . doriiig  the 
night. 

On  the  2 2d  wc  were  unable,  on  account  of  the 
faintnefs  of  the  Ibuth-eaft  wind,  to  .get  -in  with 
the  reefs  before  noon  : wc  were  then  in  latitude 
21°  51  foiith,  and  longitude  163^  h'  eaft  ; we 
iiood  along  thefe  reefs  till  the  evening,  without 
finding  in  them  the  finallefi  break. 

New  Caledonia  afibrded  us  a more  fmiling  v 
profped  than  the  day  before:  we  faw  Tome  trees 
riling  from  the  bottom  of  the  gullies,  with  which 
the  hills  are  furrowed. 

A fire  lighted  on  the  coaft,  let  i;s  know  that 
tbclc  barren  fhorcs  were  not  entirely  deftitute  of 
inhabitants  ; and  it  \yas  not  long  before  wc  per- 
ceived ibmc  of  ijiem. 

The  w’ind  liaving  ffilfted  from  north-eafi  to 
north  and  north-wefi,  wc  hove  to  about  tea 
o'clock  at  night.  This  certainly  was  not  the  belt 
plan  to^  adopt,  for  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
ilioals,  a fnip  ffiould  always  be  kept  under  com- 
mand, fo  as  to  be  ready  to  avoid  them:  it  would 
doubtlefs  have  been  preferable  to  make  Ihort 
hoards,  in  order  to  be  able  to  manœuvre  properly 
in  cafe  of  any  uiiforefcen  danger. 

'Jae  whole  night  of  the  23d  wc  were  thwarted 
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by  the  winds.  Our  latitude^  at  noon  had  been  21^ 
37'  fouth,  and  our  longitude  162®  47'  oaft. 

We  had  a view  of  foine  mountains  covered 
with  trees  to  their  very  fuinmit. 

Si^c  fires,  which  we  perceived  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  ccafi,  announced  a great  concourfe  of  fa* 
yages  ; they  were  probably  attradled  by  the  fight 
of  our  fiiips,  which  contrary  winds  kept  almoft 
in  the  fame^  place. 

At  three  o’clock  wb  were  fix  m^Tiameters  and 
a half  from  the  land,  when  we  perceived  near 
the  beach  a group  of  twelve  New  Caledonians, 
whofe  looks  were  turned  towards  us,  and  who 
feemed  to  behold  with  afionifiiment  our  fiiips  at 
fo  fhort  a diltance  from  their  ifiand. 

Three  natives  formed  another  group,  and 
kept  very  near  two  fires  tvhich  they  had  jufl: 
kindled. 

A good  glafs  convinced  us  that  they  were  en- 
tirely naked.  They  did  not  appear  tempted  to 
put  a canoe  into  the  water,  in  order  to  approach 
us  ; befides,  the  reefs  oppofed  to  them  a barrier 
which  they  would  have  been  unable  to  clear,  fo 
as  to  come  to  our  fhips. 

On  the  24th,  a firong  breeze  from  the  fouth- 
wefi  had  obliged  us  to  keep  plying,  and  we  again 
found  ourfelves  almofi:  in  the  firme  place  as  on 
the  preceding  day.  The  land  was  covered  by  a 

fog, 

/ 


I 


/ 


220  VOYAGE  IN  SEAUCH 

log,  which  had  conftantly  accoinpanied  the 
winds  from  the  fouth-eaft. 

Our  obfervation  had  juft  placed  us  in  latitude 
21°  46'  fouth,  our  longitude  being  162°  46'  eaft, 
when  we  imagined  that  we  difcovered,  between 
the  reefs,  an  opening,  which  perhaps  would 
have  afforded  us  a paffàge  ; but  how  was  it  pof- 
fible  to  afcertain  the  fadt,  with  ftrong  winds, 
which  were  blowing  dead  on  the  fliore  ? 

On  the  2 5th,  as  foon  as  the  wind  had  fhifted 
to  the  fouth,  the  fog  was  entirely  difpelled  : 
thofe  winds  which  bring  the  cold  into  thefe  lati- 
tudes, reftored  to  the  air,  at  fun-fet,  the  fuper-  ' 
abundance  of  water  which  it  had  kept  in  a ftate 
of  folution  during  the  day  ; accordingly  we 
then  received  a few  large  drops  of  cold  rain, 
which  fell  very  wide  from  each  other. 

For  the  laft  two  days  we  had  advanced 
only  a few  kilometers  in  our  furvey  * of  the 
coaft,  on  which  we  had  feen  feveral  fires,  lighted 

' * The  word  furvey  is  not  here,  nor  in  feveral  other  parts  of 
tliefe  pages,  to  be  underftood  in  its  literal  fenfe.  To  furvey  a 
coaff,  according  to  my  ideas,  is  to  take  a geometrical  plan  of 
it,  in  which  every  place  is  to  be  afligned  its  true  fituation. 
The  reader  will  be  convinced  that  fuch  an  operation  is  felclom 
praéticable.  In  my  application  of  the  word  furvey^  I am 
juftified  by  the  authority  of  Captain  Cook  and  other  circum- 
navigators. T, 

• probably 
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probably  by  the  fame  natives  who  had  kindled 
the  others. 

We  were  alfo  counterafled  by  the  winds  the 
two  following  days,  the  26th  and  27th  : but  ou 
the  28th,  a pretty  freih  breeze  from  the  fouth- 
eafl  favoured  us  in  the  route  which  we  intended 
to  follow,  in  ranging  along  the  coaft.  The  lofty 

i 

mountains  which  we  had  hitherto  feen,  now 
gradually  diminifhed  in  height  ; the  chain  feemed 
to  terminate  here,  but  farther  on  they  refumed 
nearly  the  fame  elevation  ; and  the  ifland,  to- 
wards its  northern  extremity,  was  observed  to 
be  formed  of  large  mountains,  the  afpedl  of 
which,  at  this  diitance,  differed  in  no  refpeS: 
from  thofe  we  had  remarked  on  the  preceding 
days. 

At  noon  we  had  obfervecl,  in  the  latitude  of 
20^  2 S'  fouth,  when  our  longitude  was  161°  29' 
cad,  and  we  prefently  difeovered,  that,  a little 
on  this  fide  of  the  extremity  of  the  ifland,  the 
chain  of  reefs  was  broken,  and  exhibited  a large 
cut,  which  made  us  hope  for  an  anchorage  ; but 
it  blew  much  too  frefh  for  us  to  be  able  to  hoift 
out  a boat,  to  found  this  opening.  We  fpent 
the  night  in  handing  off  and  on,  in  hopes  that 
the  weather  would  be  more  favourable  next 
day. 

In  the  direélion  of  the  lands  of  New  Caledo- 
nia \vc  difeovered  feveral  iflands,  furrounded 
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by  reefs,  and  connecled  with  each  other  by  fand- 
banks  aild  fhoals. 

During  the  night  of  the  29th  the  \vinds  had 
fct  us  fa  far  to  leeward,  that  we  had  loft  tight 
of  the  northern  extremity  of  New  Caledonia, 
which  was  found  to  be  in  the  latitude  of  29®  58' 
fouth,  and  longitude  of  161^  10^  eaft.  This 
ifland  prefects  a chain  of  mountains,  which  oc- 
cupy an  extent  of  near  forty-eight  myriamctens, 
from  fouth-eaft  to  north- we  ft.  Its  mean  breadth 
is  not  more  than  from  three  to  four  myriameters. 
Captain  Cook,  who  difeovered  it  in  1*772,  faw 
only  its  n orth- eaft  ' fide.  It  was  important  to 
navigation  to  explore  its  fouth-eaft  coaft  : the 
rocks  by  which  it  is  fkirted,  are  generally  from 
five  to  fix  kilometers  diftant  from  the  fhorc  ; and 
towards  its  extremities,  where  it  is  the  narroweft, 
there  are  fome  at  a greater  diftance.  This  coa#, 
which  is  extremely  dangerous  at  all  times,  is  ftill 
much  more  fo  with  the  fouth  eaft  winds,  which 
had  ftngulariy  thwarted  us  in  the  furvey  that  wc 
had  juft  made  of  it.  ^ 

The  fmall  number  of  fires  which  we  perceived 
on  this  land,  and  its  apparent  fterility,  incline  / 
me  to  think  that  it  is  thinly  inhabited.  We 
faw  not  a ftngle  canoe,  although  it  is  very  eafy 
to  navigate  there  under  fhelter  of  the  reefs, 
where  the  fea  is  exceedingly  fmooth.  ' 

At  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  faw  froni 
the  north-north-eaft  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  feve- 
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ral  mountainous  iflands,  and  fom-e  detached 
rocks,  wliicli  render  this  extremity  of  New  Ca- 
ledonia Hill  more  dangerous  than  the  fouth  fide 
of  it.  Some  of  thefe  ifiots  are  feveral  kilometers 
in  extent.  A great  number  of  rocks,  of  a black 
colour,  raife  their  points  above  the  water  : waihcd 
by  a fea  fcarcely  rufiicd,  thefe  rocks  feem  to  be 
in  motion,  and  at  firfi  fight  they  might  be  taken 
for  canoes,  ridin^ï  on  the  waves.  It  was  foon 
difeovered  that  thefe  ifiots  were  numerous,  for 
from  the  mafl-head  they  were  difeerned,  as  far 
as  the  eye  could  reach  : they  are  furrounded  hy 
reefs,  in  the  midtt  of  which  the  fea  affumes  the 
tint  of  the  reddifli  fand  that  covers  the  bottom. 
We  reconnoitred  them  clofely,  and  about  eleven 
o’clock  we  were  three  kilometers  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  one  of  thefe  little  iflands,  when  we  per- 
ceived breakers,  which  fi retched  off  from  its 
wefiern  point,  and  extended  out  of  fight  to  the 
weft  *north- weft. 

Having  obferved  at  noon,  in  latitude  2c^  6^4’* 
fomh,  our  longitude  being  16  10'  eaff, 

we  fet  a fmall.  ifiand,  bearing  eafl:  20^  north, 
diftant  two  kilometers. 

Another  ifland,  diftant  a myriameter  and  a 
half,  bore  north  8®  w^eft  : thefe  two  ifiandswere 
connected  to  each  other  by  reefs. 

Other  iflands  w^ere  feen  to  the  nortli-north-eaft; 
half  eaft. 
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A firC;  lighted  on  the  iflot  that  was  neareft 
to  us,  quite  clofc  to  a rivulet,  which  ran  down 
from  the  mountain,  apprized  us  that  thefe  fmall 
illands  are  frequented  by  the  natives* 

The  eaüerly  wind  blew  in  the  evening,  in 
heavy  fqualls,  which  would  have  incommoded 
us  prodigioufly  in  any  other  fituation,  but  we 
were  fheltcrcd  by  the  itlands  and  the  reefs,  and 
therefore  it  was  eafy  to  tpend  the  night  in 
making  fhort  boards. 

On  the  30th  < we  difeovered  to  the  eaftward 
a few  iflots,  which  feemed  to  terminate  this  Ar- 
chipelago. Their  height  gradually  diminiflied 
in  proportion  to  their  diftance  from  New  Caledo- 
nia : they  feem  to  be  a continuation  of  the 
mountains  of  tliat  large  ifland,  the  bafes  of 
which,  covered  by  the  fca,  rife  here  and  there  to 
form  fo  many  iflots.  The  gradual  diminution  of 
the  height  of  thefe  mountains  mufl  induce  a pre- 
fumption,  that  there  are  hereabouts,  even  to  a 
f^reat  diflance,  fhoals,  which  increafe  the  dan- 
ger  of  navigation  in  thefe  fcas.  It  will  be  feen 
that  this  conjedure  was  not  void  of  foundation. 

Steering  to  the  north-weft,  w’e  ranged  clofe 
along  the  reefs,  which  prohibit  the  accefs  to  thefe 
iflots. 

The  Admiral  ftgnified  to  the  Captain  of  the 

Efperance,  that  In  cafe  of  the  reparation  of  the  two 
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Ihips,  the  rendezvous  would  be  Port  Praflin,  or 
Carteret’s  Harbour. 

Our  latitude,  obferved  at  noon,  was  19^^  29^ 
10"  fouth  ; our  longitude  was  160°  36'  12"  eaft  : 
the  iflot  which  appeared  to  be  the  moft  nor- 
therly bearing  eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  a myria- 
meter  and  a half. 

We  faw  the  chain  of  reefs  extending  to  the 
north-weft  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  and 
occafionally  forming  finuoftties,  taking  its  courfe 
towards  the  weft.  With  the  wind  at  eaft-fouth- 
eaft,  we  could,  without  difficulty,  follow  all  the 
windings  of  thefe  flioals.  Since  the  middle  of 
the  day  we  had  coafted  them  for  the  diftance 
of  four  myriameters,’  when  we  thought  that  we 
perceived  their  extremity.  We  were  congratu- 
lating ourfelves  on  having  already  terminated 
this  dangerous  and  fatiguing  navigation,  in  or- 
der to  enter  into  an  open  fea,  when  the  mea 
looking  out  at  the  maft-head,  called  out  that 
there  were  fhoals  and  a chain  of  reefs,  ftretching . 
to  the  northjnorth-weft  : it  being  too  late  to 
ftand  towards  them,  we  kept  to  windward  during 
the  whole  night. 

A booby,  of  the  fpecies  called  peJecanns  varius^ 
fuffered  itfelf  to  be  caught  on  board,  at  funfet  ; 
it  differed  from  the  common  fpecies  by  its  co- 
lour, which  was  not  near  fo  dark.  This  bird 
had  come  without  miftruft,  and  fettled  in  the 
main  top,  by  the  ftde  of  one  of  aui  tailors  : it 
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is  very  remarkable  ho\v  little  thefe  birds  arc 
afraid  of  man  ; frequently  they  even  alight  on 
the  arm  which  is  held  out  to  ^them.  Their  fmell 
muft  be  by  no  means  acute,  the  whole  open- 
ing of  the  noftrils  coniifl^ng  of  only  two  trifling 
flits  in  the  upper  mandible  of  the  bill.  This 
mandible  is  moveable  like  that  of  parrots. 

VVe  imagined  that  we  had  at  length  termi- 
nated the  furvey  of  this  frightful  chain  of  reefs, 
which  bar  the  fea  for  a fpace  of  near  lixty  my- 
riamcters  from  fouth-eafl  to  north-weft;  and 
vve  were  already  at  about  two  myriameters  and  a 
half  to  the  northward  of  them,  when  at  noon, 
on  the  id:  of  July,  our  obfervation  placed  us  in 
latitude  i8°  50'  fouth,  our  longitude  being  160*^ 
32^  eaft. 

We  then  fleered  north-north-eaft,  In  order  to 
afcertain  whether  thefe  reefs  did  not  extend  more 
to  the  north-eafl. 

About  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  one  of 
the  fhip’s  company,  named  Moulin,  difcovercd 
to  the  northward,  at  the  diflance  of  two  myria- 
meters, a fmall  low  ifland,  covered  with  very 
bufhy  trees,  and  guarded  by  reefs  which  trended 
to  the  weft  north-wëfi.  This  ifland  is  not  more 
than  a demi-myriameter  in  circumference  ; it  is 
iitüated  in  latitude  18*^  31'  10"  fouth,  and  longi- 
tude 160®  32'  14'^  eaft. 

In  compliance  with  the  promife  which  the  Ad- 
ïdiral  had  recently  made,  this  ifland  was  called 
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L' IJIe  de  Moulin,  Moulin’s  Ifland,  from  the  name 
cf  hlm  who  had  firfi:  difcovered  it. 

At  four  o’clock  we  got  light  of  two  other 
fmall  iflands,  lying  to  the  north-well  by  north,  at 
tlfe  dillance  of  a myriameter  and  a half.  It  was 
impoffible  for  us  to  pafs  beyond  thefe  illands  be- 
fore night  ; for  which  reafon  we  directed  our 
courfe  to  the  fouth  fouth-eall,  and  foon  after 
brought  to,  till  the  next  morning. 

During  the  whole  night  we  were  furrounded 
by  a great  number  of  birds,  inhabiting  thefe  low 
illands  : fome  man-of-war  birds  came,  notwith- 
llanding  the  darknefs,  and  foared  at  a little  dif- 
tance  over  the  Ihip,  and  feveral  boobies  fettled 
on  our  yards. 

The  Admiral  had  intended  to  go  and  anchor 
under  the  lee  of  Moulin’s  Ifland  ; but  we  had 
been  carried  upwards  of  a myriameter  to  lee- 
ward, and  it  would  have  been  very  difficult  to  re- 
cover this  ground,  againd  currents  and  contrary 
winds.  We  flood  to  the  north  north-eafl.  ; and 
it  was  not  long  before  we  faw,  to  the  northward, 
fome  breakers,  not  very  far  from  the  two  illots 
which  we  had  difcovered  the  day  before  : we 
fleered  along  them  at  the  dillance  of  two  kilo- 
meters in  their  diredion  towards  the  north-weft. 

By  our  obfervation  at  noon  we  were  in  lati- 
tude 1 8°  Y 46"  fouth  ; our  longitude  being  160® 
32'  call;  and  at  this  time  the  neareft  reefs  lay 
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two  kilometers  to  the  eaftward  of  us.  We  con- 
tinued ranging  along  them,  fleering  north-weft 
by  north. 

- About  a quarter  pafl  one  o’clock  we  difcovered, 
at  a myriameter  and  a half  to  the  eaflward,  a low 
and  very  woody  illand,  which  appeared  to  be  at 
leafl  a myriameter  and  a half  in  circumference  : 
it  was  furrounded  by  rocks  almofl  even  with  the 
water’s  edge.  Being  thwarted  by  the  winds,  we 
ftood  on  clofe-hauled  : fome  breakers  extended 
about  a myriameter  and  a half  to  the  north-eafl, 
and  from  the  middle  of  thefe  reefs  were  obferved 
to  rife  points  of  black  rocks,  like  thofe  we  had 
before  feen. 

This  new  ifland  is  in  latitude  i8°  3'  fouth,  and 
its  longitude  is  160°  31'eafl. 

We  flood  on  to  the  northward,  and  about 
four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  the  laft  of  thefe 
rocks  bore  eafl,  diftant  a myriameter  and  a half: 
here  appeared  to  terminate  the  reefs,  which 
feemed  to  trend  to  the  eaflward,  and  then  to  the 
fouthward  : their*  northern  extremity  is  in  lati- 
tude 17®  54'  fouth,  and  longitude  160°  30' 
eafl  ; and  it  lies  about  flx  myriainetèrs  to  the 
northward  of  Moulin’s  Ifland. 

It  was  eafy  for  us  to  perceive,  by  the  heavy 
fea,  that  we  were  clear  of  the  reefs. 

. A great  number  of  tropic -birds,  boobies  and 
man-of-war  birds,  had  quitted  the  different 
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iflots,  which  fcrve  them  as  a retreat,  in  order  ta 
come  and  fly  round  us  during  almoft  the  whole 
day.  We  had  feeii  floating  federal  trunks  of  co- 
coa-nut trees,  torn  up  by  the  roots  by  the  fea, 
and  drifted  about  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves. 

When  we  brought  to,  at  lix  o’clock  in  the 
evening,  we  founded  in  fifty-three  fathoms, 
over  a bottom  of  fine  fand,  being  then  in  the 
latitude  of  17^  51'  fouth,  and  longitude  of  160^ 
18'  cafl.  We  remained  for  an  hour  on  this 
bank,  where  the  lead  being  hove  at  different 
times,  gave  us  a depth  of  winter  of  from  fifty  to 
fixty-fix  fathoms. 

We  had  therefore  at  len^!:th  terminated  our 
furvey  of  a frightful  chain  of  reefs,  which  are  the 
more  dangerous  to  the  northward,  as  they  are 
out  of  fight  of  all  land  : although  they  had 
appeared  to  us  interrupted  to  the  northward  of 
New  Caledonia,  it  is  probable  that  they  extend  . 
and  unite  again  too  far  to  the  eafiward  for  us  to 
have  difeovered  them. 

Thefe  reefs,  as  is  well  known,  are  the  work 
of  polyp  ; and  the  danger  which  they  prefent 
is  the  more  to  be  dreaded,  as  they  form  fieep 
rocks  covered  by  the  water,  and  which  cannot 
be  perceived  but  at  a fhort  difiance  : if  it  falls 
calm,  and  a fhip  is  drifted  towards  them  by  the 
currents,  her  defiruaion  is  alrnofi  inevitable  ; 
in  vain  would  the  crew  attempt  to  fave  them- 
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felves  by  letting  go  the  anchor,  for  it  would  not 
reach  the  ground,  even  quite  clofe  to  thefe  walls 
of  coral,  which  rife  perpendicularly  from  the  bot- 
tom of  the  waters.  Thefe  poly  parity  vvhofe  con- 
tinual growth  obflruâs  more  and  more  the  bo- 
fom  of  the  deep,  may  well  be  a terror  to  navi- 
gators ; and  a great  many  fhoals,  which  at  this 
day  afford  a paffage,  will,  ere  long,  form  reefs 
extremely  dangerous. 

The  magnetic  needle  experienced  little  va- 
riation during  the  whole  time  that  we  were  fail- 
ing along  this  immenfe  chain  of  rocks,  fince, 
from  their  fouthern  extremity,  where  it  was  ob- 
ferved  to  be  1 1 degrees  eaft,  it  had  diminifhed 
only  two  degrees,  when  we  had  reached  its 
northern  extremity. 

The  next  day,  the  3d,  in  ffanding  to  the 
north  north- eafl,  we  faw  no  more  breakers. 

On  the  7th,  about  half  pad  nine  o’clock  at 
night,  the  moon  having  rifen  nearly  1 5 degrees 
above  the  horizon  in  the  ead,  we  had  in  the 
wed  the  fight  of  a lunar  rainbow  ; it  differed 
from  the  folar  rainbow  only  by  its  colours  not  be- 
ing fo  brilliant.  This  phenomenon  is  far  lefs 
frequent,  than  it  is  natural  to  expert. 

We  were  now  reduced  to  a very  fcanty  al- 
lowance of  water,  which  was  a prodigious  in- 
convenience, in  latitudes  fo  near  the  line,  and 
there  were  no  means  of  procuring  more,  although 
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we  had  on  board  a machine,  of  the  invention  of 
Dr.  Polffonnier,  a phylician:  tliis  difcovery  could 
be  of  no  fervice  to  us,  tor  to  ufe  it  required  a 
great  deal  of  fuel,  and  when  a fhip  is  in  want  of 
water,  the  generally  runs  fhort  of  wood.  ^ 

At  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  9th  we 
got  tight  of  the  Arfacides^  and  ttood  direélly  in 
for  Cape  Nepean.  Thefe  iflands,  difcovered  by 
Surville,  a Captain  in  the  fervice  of  the  cudevant 
French  Eaft-India  Company,  were  tince  feen  by 
Lieutenant  Shortland,  who  having  imagined  that 
he  had  made  a new  difcovery,  gave  them  the 
name  of  New  Georgia. 

At  noon,  our  latitude  by  obfervation  was  8® 
52'  fouth,  our  longitude  being  154°  38'  ealt. 
The  neareft  coati  then  bore  eaft  by  north,  ditiant 
three  myriameters. 

About  half  patt  four  o’clock  we  difcovered 
the  rock  called  the  Eddyftone,  a myriameter 
and  a half  to  the  north-weft.  At  a dittance  we 
took  it,  like  Shortland,  for  a fhip  under  fail. 
The  illution  was  the  greater,  as  it  is  nearly  the 
colour  of  a thip’s  fails  : a few  thrubs  crowned  its 
fummit. 

The  thores  of  the  Arfacides  oppofite  to  this 
rock  are  fteep,  and  covered  with  large  trees  to 
their  very  top. 

Several  fires,  lighted  on  the  mountains,  ap- 
prized us  that  they  were  inhabited» 
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Our  obfervations  placed  Cape  Nepean  in  the 
latitude  of  8®  49'  10"  fouth,  and  longitude  of 
154°  56'  24''  eaft. 

The  Eddy  ft  one  rock  is  in  latitude  8°  fouth, 
and  longitude  1 54°  5'  eaft  ; and  confequently 
more  to  the  eaftward  than  it  is  laid  down  by 
Shortland. 

I 

At  two  o’clock  in  the  morning  we  hove  to 
till  daylight. 

Early  on  the  10th  we  difcovered  the  Treafury 
Iftands,  four  rnyriameters  diftant  to  the  north- 
weft  by  north  : they  lie  twelve  rnyriameters 
north-weft  of  the  Eddyftone. 

At  noon  vve  were  a demi-myriameter  from 
the  weft  point  of  the  iftand  which  lies  the  far- 
theft  to  the  weft  ward,  and  which  is  the  largefl: 
of  this  little  group;  its  latitude '"is'*  7°  25' 36'' 
fouth,  and  its  longitude  152°  56'  34'' eaft. 

Five  or  fix  of  thefe  iflands  lie  to  near  to  each 
other,  that,  at  a diftance,  it  would  be  fuppofed 
they  formed  only  one  ; this  was  imagined  to 
be  the  cafe  by  Bougainville,  who  difcovered 
them  to  the  weftward  in  pafting  through  the 
channel  to  which  he  has  given  his  name.  The 
Efpérance  diftinguifhed  no  more  than  .three  of 
thefe,  while  we  diftinclly  faw  five  ; and  per- 
haps, on  a nearer  approach,  we  fhould  have 
difeerned  a greater  number.  The  mountains 
which  form  thefe  iflands  are  of  a moderate 
2 height. 
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height,  and  covered  \vlth  large  trees*  în  alinoll 
every  direction.  This  little  group  occupies  a 
fpace  of  about  fix  myriameters  in  circumference,  , 
the  cafi:  and  well  points  of  which  flretch  out 
into  the  offing,  forming  fhoals. 

After  having  failed  round  it,  we  flood  to  the 
north  north-eafi,  in  order  to  go  and  reconnoitre 
the  weft  part  of  Bougainville’s  Ifland.  At  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were  at  a fhort  dif- 
tance  from  its  fouthern  extremity,  where  we  faw 
a clufter  formed  by  ten  iflots,  the  greateft  ex- 
tent of  which  is  from  eaft  to  weft.  Being  co- 
vered with  large  bufhy  trees,  through  which 
were  fecn  ifiTuing  the'  tufts  of  a few  palms,  thefe 
iflots  afforded  an  enchanting  profpedl.  We  re- 
marked between  them,  and  quite  clofe  to  the 
fouth  fide,  fome  breakers,  which  render  the  ap- 
proach to  them  very  dangerous. 

Two  canoes,  in  which  we  diftin^cuifhed  a ffreat 
many  natives,  were  under  fail,  and  feemed  to 
diredl  their  courfe  towards  us  ; but  they  pafTed 
behind  the  iflot  that  was  the  neareft  to  our  Ihip, 
and,  owing  to  their  rapid  progrefs,  we  foon  loft 
fight  of  them.  We  perceived  on  the  fliorc  of 
this  ifland  a group  of  ten  natives,  and  quite  clofe 
to  them  a canoe  on  the  fand  : they  made  no  dif- 
pofitions  for  launching  her  to  pay  us  a vifit.  As 
night  was  coming  on,  we  were  obliged  to  tack, 
in  order  to  gain  an  offing. 
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After  a violent  fall  of  rain,  by  which  we  were 
inundated  during  the  night,  a thick  fog  con^ 
cealed  the  land  from  us,  and,  did  not  permit  us 
to  approach  it  till  the  next  day,  a few  hours 
after  funrife. 

Some  reefs,  even  with  the  water’s  edge,  feat- 
tered  over  a fpace  of  a few  heftometers,*  were 
‘difeerned  about  eleven  o’clock,  at  two  myriame- 
ters  and  a half  from  the  coaft,  and  warned  us 
of  the  danger  of  approaching  it.  We  faw  the 
fummits  of  the  lofty  mountains  of  Bougainville’s 
Ifland  reaching  to  the  clouds. 

The  land  again  became  obfeured  in  fog,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  wait  till  the- 13th  before  we 
could  continue  our  furvey  of  this  coafl. 

We  then  had  the  beautiful  profpeft  of  the  high 
mountains,  which,  gradually  doping,  formed  large 
vallies,  and  afterwards  fpread  into  vad  plains, 
where,  however,  we  faw  no  appearance  of  cul- 
ture : the  whole  was  covered  with  trees,  even  to 
the  mod:  loftyTummits,  which  appeared  to  be  at 
lead  two  thoufand  four  hundred  meters  in  per- 
pendicular height,  and  to  be  upwards  of  four 
myriameters  inland. 

Some  fires  on  the  hills  apprized  us  that  this 
ifland  was  not  deditute  of  inhabitants. 

About  half  pad  eleven  o’clock,  being  a myri- 
i^meter  and  a half  from  the  coad,  we  thought 
that  we  were  in  the  greated  fafety,  when  we 

found 
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found  ourfelves  carried  towards  a flioal  which 
the  people  on  the  look-out  had  not  perceived  : 
the  water  was  fo  very  {hallow,  that  we  could 
eafily  diftinguifh  the  fifhes  at  the  bottom,  and 
a few  points  which  rofe  higher  than  others,  made 
us  fear  every  moment  that  we  fhould  tee  the 
fhip  {trike  oh  the  rock. 

Our  depth  of  water  was  then  four  fathoms 
and  a half  ; and  the  boat,  which  was  quickly  dif- 
patched  to  go  and  found  this  fhoal  in  different 
points,  found  no  more  than  three  fathoms  and 
a quarter  on  one  of  its  extremities,  with  con- 
flantly  a bottom  of  coral. 

We  were  then  involved  in  the  moll  imminent 
danger,  furrounded  as  we  were  on  all  tides  by 
fhoals,  on  which  we  ran  the  rifk  of  being  call 
away. 

Boats  were  fent  from  each  fhip  to  go  and 
found  on  thefe  rocks,  where  the  flioaleh  water 
was  found  to  be  three  fathoms  ; the  fmallell 
fwell  might  confequently  have  made  us  touch, 
and  have  knocked  out  our  bottom. 

Thele  rocks,  as  well  as  the  reefs  of  New  Cale« 
donia,  are  the  work  of  ; like  thofe  reefs, 
they  are  built  perpendicularly,  and  quite  clofe 
to  them  we  got  no  ground  with  a line  of  a hun- 
dred fathoms.  Thefe  fhoals  rife  like  fo  many 
columns  from  the  bottom  of  the  water,  and 

their 
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their  progreffive  growth  augments  from  day  to 
day  the  danger  of  navigation  in  thefe  feas. 

At  noon,  being  in  latitude  6°  13''  fouth, 
and  longitude  152°  7'  eatï,  we  brought  to, 
and  continued  in  that  iituation  till  two  o clock. 

Several  trunks  of  trees  floated  alongfide  the 
fhip.  We  found  on  one  of  thofe  which  the 
boats  brought  on  board,  a notch  of  ancient  date, 

i 

which  demonfirated  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
neighbouring  ifland  have  fomc  very  fharp  in- 
ftruments  ; perhaps  they  have  ftill  remaining 
fome  of  the  hatchets  given  them  by  Bougainville. 

We  were  imperceptibly  drifting  on  a fhoal  ; 
but  we  fortunately  difcovered  it  in  time  to 
avoid  it. 

The  bands  at  the  maft-head  had  orders  to  be 
doubly  vigilant  and  attentive  ; neverthelefs  we 
found  ourfelves  clofe  aboard  of  another  fhoal, 
which  we  were  obliged  to  get  clear  of  like  the 
firfl,  at  the  rifk  of  feeing  our  fhip  go  to  pieces 
on  the  rocks  ; we  had  on  it  the  fame  depth  of 
water.  The  fwell  had  been  very  heavy  on  the 
edges  of  this  bank  of  coral. 

Our  fituation  was  the  more  dangerous,  as 
night  was  coming  on,  and  as  thefe  flioals  being 
diüant  from  the  coafr,  gave  us  reafon  to  appre- 
hend that  we  fhoLild  meet  with  fome  in  the 
offing.  How  was  it  poffible  to  avoid  them  in 
the  middle  of  a dark  night  ? We  were  under 
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the  necctîity  of  trufting  tlie  fhip  to  the  fafety  of 
chance.  We  hove  to  till  daylight,  with  our 
head  to  the  fouth-weit,  and  we  founded  very 
frequently  without  flriking  ground. 

About  three  o’clock  in  the  morning,  of  the 
14th,  the  Efpérance  made  fevcral  fi'gnals,  which 
created  the  greated  alarm  on  board  our  fhip. 
We  thought  that  they  indicated  fome  danger  ; 
but  it  was  merely  to  apprize  us  that  fhe  had  juft 
got  foundings  in  forty-one  fathoms.  We  filled, 
and  Itood  off  a little  from  the  coaft,  and  at 
daylight  hauled  up  and  ranged  clofe  along  it. 
The  chain  of  mountains  then  began  to  diminilh 
in  height. 

A few  iflots,  which  were  detached  from  Bou- 

« 

gainville’s  Ifland,  were  conneded  with  eacli  ^ 
other  by  reefs  on  wdfich  we  faw  the  fea  breaking  ; 
thefe  were  not  the  only  dangerous  places  on  this 
coaft  ; fome  funken  rocks  formed  fhoals,  which 

s ' ^ 

followed  the  fame  diredion.  Thefe  banks  of 
coral  were  doubtlefs  covered  with  fifh,  for  we 
faw  .there  a great  many  fea- birds  feeking  their 
food. 

A canoe,  in  which  were  fix  natives,  lay  be- 
hind the  ifiots  neareft  our  fhip.  As  we  were 
flanding  on  with  a frefti  breeze,  we  foon  ran 
pad  them. 

, The  part  of  Bougainville’s  Idand  which  we 
perceived,  feemed  much  more  inhabited  than 
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what  we  had  hitherto  feen  : fine  plantations  6f 
cocoa-palms  which  lined  the  fhore,  left  us  no 
doubt  refpc(fHng  its  great  population. 

Being  at  noon  in  latitude  5^43'  fouth> 
and  longitude  152®  3'  26"  eaft,  we  obferved  that 
Bougainville's  Ifiand  formed,  with  the  iflots 
which  furround  it,  a bay  of  near  three  myria- 
meters  in  extent.  The  Admiral  had  an  inten- 
tion of  anchoring  in  it  : but  fome  fhoals  dif- 
covered  in  different  points  of  its  opening,  and 
a fand-bank  towards  its  head,  made  him  alter 
his  mind. 

* Bougainville’s  Ifiand  is  terminated  by  fomc 
very  low  land  ; and  we  prefently  difeovered  the 
extremely  narrow  channel  which  feparates  it 
from  Bouka  Ifland. 

- After  having  gained  an  offing,  we  continued 
lying  to  during  the  whole  night. 

The  heat  of  the  day  had  amaffed  the  elcdlrlc 
matter  above  the  high  mountains  ; frequent 
flafhes  of  lightning  made  us  perceive  their  fum- 
mits,  and  the  thunder  roared  with  a horrible 
noife. 

Durlno*  the  nie;ht,  the  currents  had  carried  us 
upwards  of  twenty  miles  towards  the  north. 
We  were,  at  ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  a my- 
riameter  to  the  northward  of  Bouka  Ifland.  The 
vaft  plantations  of  cocoa-nut  trees  which  fkirt 
the  fhore,  announce  a numerous  population. 

A canoe, 


OP  LA  PEROUSE. 


^39 

A canoe,  containing  nine  favages,  put  off 
from  the  coaft,  and  direâed  her  courfe  towards 
us.  We  immediately  brought  to,  in  order  to 
wait  for  them  ; but  they  flopped  when  they 
were  fix  hundred  meters  from  our  fhip  : they 
pointed  to  their  ifland,  and  invited  us  by  figns 
to  come  on  fhore.  In  this  canoe  there  were  only 
feven  paddlers  ; two  other  natives  feemed  to  be  * 
folely  employed  in  baling  out  the  water  which 
they  fhipped,  and  watching  our  motions. 

A ravage  who  had  put  off  alone  from  the  ' 
coaff  in  a catamaran,  paddled  with  the  greateft 
rapidity,  and  came  up  to  the  canoe,  which  con- 
ffantly  kept  to  windward  of  us  ; he  was  a very  old 
man,  and  yet  remarkably  flout.  After  having 
obferved  us  for  a few  minutes,  he  returned  to- 
wards the  ifland  as  quickly  as  he  had  come  : he 
probably  was  a meffenger  difpatched  by  the  in- 
habitants, and  now  returned  to  give  them  an 
account  of  what  he  had  jufl  feen. 

The  canoe  quitted  us  to  go  towards  the  Ef- 
perance  ; a very  large  one  was  already  alongfide 
of  her. 

We  faw  at  a diftance  another  fmall  canoe, 
carrying  five  natives,  who  came  aflern  of  our 
fliip,  from  which  they  kept  at  about  a hun- 
dred meters  diftance,  notwithftanding  all  the 
invitations  that  we  made  them  to  come  on 
board. 


We 
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We  put  in  the  water  à plank  loaded  with 
y knives  sand  naik^  and  to  the  end  of  a fmall 
Itick,  fixed  in  its  middle^  was  fattened  a piece 
of  fcarlet  cloth  in  the  form  of  a fiag„  iri  hopes 
of  enticing  the  favages  to  come  clofer  : however, 
tliey  did  not  take  poffefiion  of  thefe  afticles  till 
w'e  had  cut  the  line  that  held  them  at  a fmall 
difiance  from  our  fiiip,  which  they  would  not 
approach.  The  light  of  the  fcarlet  «cloth  dilfufed 
among  them  the  moft  lively  joy;  they  difplayed 
it  the  moment  they  got  hold  of  it,  and  alked  us 
for  more  with  much  earnefinefs.  ^ ^ 

. We  at  length  fucceeded  in  attradiing  them 
quite  clofc  to  the  fhip,  by  throwing  them  Tome 
handkerchiefs,  a few  pieces  of  red  cloth,  and 
fomc  empty  bottles  : one  of  thefe  bottles  having 
partly  filled  with  falt-water,  the  favage  who 
picketl  it  up,  thinking  perhaps  that  it  contained 
fome  liquor  good  to 'drink,  was  very  difagree- 
ably  deceived  on  difeovering  the  contrary  ; wc 
regretted  not  having  been  able  to  apprize  him 
in  time  of  this  rnifiake.  ^ 

Thefe  natives  perfedlly  underftood  traffic  j 
tliey  took  good  care  to  let  us  know  the  value 
wiiich  they  fet  on  their  property. 

. A very  hand  fome  bow  was  fold  to  us  for  fome 
handkerchiefs,  which  wc  had  fent  them  by 
means  of  a line  ; we  likewife  received  fome  ar- 
rows. As  they  did  not  fee  among  us  this  fort 
, of 


« 


OF  LA  PEROUSE, 


241 


of  weapon,  they  tried  to  make  us  fenlible  of  its 
value,  by  flievving  us  the  manner  in  which  they 
uled  it. 

One  of  the  gunners  fetched  his  violin,  and 
played  lèverai  tunes  : we  faw,  with  pleafure, 
that  they  were  not  intentible  to  mufic  : they 
offered  a great  number  of  articles  in  exchange,  in 
order  to  obtain  this  inflrument  ; they  afked  for 
it  by  imitating,  with  a paddle  held  as  a fiddle, 
the  motions  of  our  minflrel.  It  may  eafily  be 
imagined  that  their  folicitations  were  unavail- 
ing: this  was  the  only  fiddle  that  ferved  to  fet 
the  fhip’s  company  a dancing,  and  the  voyage 
was  not  fufficiently  advanced  for  us  to  part  wdth 
an  iriftrument  which  promoted  an  exercife  fo 
conducive  to  the  health  of  Teamen. 

We  loaded  thefe  favages  with  prefents  in  fuch 
a manner,  that  they  foon  made  the  greatefi: 
difficulties  to  give  their  effects  in  exchange  for 
ours;  and  they  frequently  blended  artifice  with 
difhonefty  in  order  to  procure  them.  The  Ad- 
miral wifhing  to  have  a bow,  fome  handker- 
chiefs firiped  with  red,  the  favourite  colour  of 
the  favages,  was  the  price  agreed  on  : thefe  were 
given  to  them  in  advance,  too  implicit  a confi- 
dence being  placed  in  their  probity  ; as  foon 
as  they  had  received  the  handkerchiefs,  they 
would  not  part  with  the  bow,  but  only  with 
fome  arrows,  which  were  refufed, 
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Theff'  natives  are  remarkable  for  the  gaiety  of 
their  difpDfitiôn.  They  often  took  a pleafure  in 
repeating  the  words  which  they  heard  us  pro- . 
nounce;  and- this  the  foftnefs  of  their  language 
enabled  them  to  do  with  a-great  deal  of  facility. 

Being  paflionately  fond  of  mufic,  lively  and 
noify  tunes  produced  the  grealeft  efreâ:  on  them. 
One  of  our  officers,  who  played  tolerably  on 
the  violin,  flruck  up  a tune  in  very  quick  time, 
flopping  double.  At  firfl  they  liflened  with 
the  gveatefl  attention  ; aÜonifhment  was  painted 
in  all  their  countenances  : prefently  they  were 
unable  to  contain  their  joy  ; while  various  mo- 
tions of  the  arms,  which  perfectly  accompanied 
the  time,  and  a great  agitation  of  the  whole 
body,  were  unequivocal  marks  of  their  feeling. 

We  did  not  lofe  fight  mf  the  wifh  that  the 
Admiral  had  expreffed  to  have  a bow  : a native 
promifed  one  in  exchange  for  a hat  ; but  no 
fooner  had  he  got  the  hat,  than  he  refufed  to 
part  with  the  bow. 

Moll  of  the  articles  that  we  lowered  down  to 
them  were  faflened  to  the  end  of  a line,  which 
they  did  not  give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  un- 
tying, for  they  had  in  their  girdle  a fhcll  fliarp 
enough  to  cut  it  immediately. 

As  we  were  thoroughly  juftified  in  trufting 
no  longer-to  their  promifes,  one  of  our  people 
was  going  over  the  Item  of  the.  fhip,  by  means 
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of  a rope-ladder,  in  order  to  receive  a bow  for  a 
piece  of  red  cloth,  when  it  was  perceived  that, 
being  drifted  to  the  north-weft  by  the  currents, 
we  were  already  much  too  near  to  the  coaft. 
Our  ibip  would  no  longer  anfwer  her  helm,  on 
account  of  the  calm;  and  it  was  neceflary  to 
hoift  out  a boat  immediately  to  tow  her  head 
round  again  to  port.  The  favages,  thinking,  no 
doubt,  that  our  intention  was  to  get  hold  of 
them,  in  order  to  punifli  them  for  their  dif- 
honefty,  made  off  with  the  greateft  precipita- 
tion towards  their  ifland.  In  return,  perhaps, 
for  the  patience  with  which  we  had  futfered  our- 
felves  to  be  robbed,  they  did  not  commit  any 
a6l  of  treachery,'  as  they  had  done  towards  the 
fhip  which  Bougainville  commanded  in  his 
voyage  round  the  world. 

During  all  this  time  four  canoes  were  com- 
municating with  the  Efpérance  ; one  of  thefe 
canoes  carried  forty  natives,  fixteen  of  whom 

were  employed  in  conducing  her,  each  with  a 
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paddle  ; the  others  were  warriors. 

Wc*  learnt  from  the  Efpérance,  that  this  war 
canoe  had  kept  for  a long  time  at  a diflance,  and 
that  file  had  not  determined  to  approach,  till  after 
the  natives  in  the  ftnaller  canoes  had  fhewn 
their  countrymen  various  articles  which  they  had' 
received. 

The  order  which  prevailed  in  the  diftribiitioh 
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of  the  ravages  on  board  of  this  large  canoe,  indi- 
cates that  they  have  a fort  of  naval  tad'tics.  Be- 
tween two  paddlers  placed  on  the  lides,  a warrior 
flood  up,  holding  in  his  hand  a bow  and  arrows; 
fome  intermediate  ranks  were  compofed  of  two 
other  warriors,  and  foinetimes  of  three,  who  had 
their  head  turned  towards  the.ftern  of  the  canoe, 
in  order  to  obfcrve  all  the  movements  on  that  fide, 
and  to  be  ready>  to  fight  retreating.  7'hefe  war- 
riors had  manifefted  no  hoflile  views:  they  had 
feerned  to  take  a pleafure  in  drinking  the  brandy 
and  the,wine  w^hich  had  been  given  them;  they 
likewife  ate  fome  fait  pork,  but  not  without  a 
certain  degree  of  repugnance. 

The  favages  who  came  to  our  fhip  had  excelr 
lent  teeth,  for  they  ate  without  any  difficulty  the 
hardefi  bifeuit  that  we  could  offer  them. 

I know  not  whether  thefe  iflanders  have  had 
any  communication  with  the  Englilli  and  the 
Spaniards;  but  one  of  them  holding  up  an 
arrow,  which  he  had  made  fafi  to  the  end  of  a 
line,  in  order  that  we  might  haul  it  in,  pro- 
nounced very  diftindlly  tlieEnglifh  word  arrow  ; 
and  another  making  us  a lign  to  go  on  fhore, 
and  pointing  to  the  ifland,  pronounced  the  word 
tierra,  which  in  Spanifh  fignifies  land. 

The  Captain  of  the  Efperance  told  us,  that 
feveral  of  thefe  favages  pronounced  the  term 
Bvuka^  .the  name  which  Bougainville  gave  to. 
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their  ifland.  This  word,  which  in  the  Malay 
tongue  is  the  expreffion  of  negation,  and  which, 
when  the  firft  fyllable  is  pronounced  long,  lig- 
nifies to  open,  Is  no  doubt  a term  in  their  lan- 
guage, which  feems  to  have  fome  analogy  with 
the  Malay  ; it  however  differs  from  it  fo  much, 
that  one  of  our  people  who  fpoke  Malay  with 
facility,  could  not  underftand  them. 

The  value  they  feemed  to  attach  to  the  nails, 
and  various  articles  of  hardware^  which  were 
given  them,  informed  us  that  they  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  ufe  of  iron. 

Thefe  favages  are  of  middling  fiature  ; the  co- 
lour of  their  flein  is  a light  black  ; they  wore  no 
clothes,  and  their  mufcles,  ftrongly  marked,  an- 
nounced the  greatell  ftrength:  their  countenance 
is  very  far  from  agreeable,  but  it  is  full  of  ex- 
preffion. They  have  a very  big  head,  a broad 
forehead,  which,  like  their  whole  face,  is  very  flat, 
particularly  below  the  nofe,  the  chin  thick  and 
prominent,  rather  high  cheek  bones,  a broad 
flat  nofe,  a very  wide  mouth,  and  tolerably  thin 
lips. 

Betel-root,  with  the  blood- colour  juice  of 
which  they  tinge  their  large  mouth,  IHll  adds  to 
the  uglinefs  of  their  face. 

Their  ears,  which  were  bored,  were  ornament- 
ed with  very  heavy  rings  made  of  fhells,  the 
weight  of  which  had  contributed  to  their  great 
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fize.  Some  of  them  had  white  and  red  flripcs 
traced  on  their  body  : I remarked  one  whofe  hair 
and  nofe  were  powdered  with  a reddilh  parth, 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  ochre  ^ fome  wore 
bracelets  woven  of  the  fibres  of  the  hulk  of  the 
cocoa-nut. 

Their  frizzly  and  very  jhick  hair  formed  a 
great  bulk,  like  that  of  feveral  Papous,  whom 
we  met  with  in  the  fequeh 

They  are  in  the  habit  of  plucking  out  the 
hair  from  every  p.art  of  the  body,  and  one  only 
was  feen  on  board  the  Efper^nce,  who  fuffered 
his  beard  to  grow. 

They  all  had  the  abdomen  tightened  by  a 
cord,  which  paffed  round  it  feveral  times,,  and 
which  feemed  to  be  intended  only  to  increafe  the 
mufcular  flrength  of  that  part  of  the  body.  One 
of  the  natives  had,  probably  alfo  with  the  fame 
view,  his  left  arm  bound  up  in  three  different 
parts  of  the  body  of  the  biceps  mufcle;  fome 
pieces  of  fiat  wood  were  placed  on  the  external 
part  of  the  fame  arm,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupport- 
ing  the  effedt  of  the  cord. 

It  appears  that  thefe  favages  are  very  dexterous 
in  the  ufe  of  the  bow.  One  of  them  had  brought 
on  board  the  Efpérance  a booby  which  he  had 
juft  killed  with  an  arrow  ; in  the  belly  of  this 
bi’^d  w^as  obferved  the  hole  of  the  arrow  by 
which  it  had  been  pierced. 
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Thefe  Iflanders  have  particularly  turned  their 
induftry  towards  the  making  of  their  weapons, 
which  are  wrought  with  great  fldll.  We  ad- 
mired the  an  with  which  they  had  coated  with 
rolin  the  Itring  of  their  bows,  fo  that  it  might  at 
firft  fight  have  been  taken  for  eatgut  ; it  was 
covered  near  the  middle  with  the  bark  of  rattan, 
in  order  that  it  might  be  lefs  worn,  in  letting  fly 
their  arrows.  The  lower  part  of  thefe  arrows  is 
very  light,  it  being  formed  of  the  ftalk  of  the faccha^ 
TU771  fpoTitamum  ; the  other  half  is  made  of  a very 
hard  wood  well  fharpened;  the  point  of  junt^lion^ 
is  fecured  in  a workmanlike  manner,  with  about 
thirty  turns  of  the  filaments  of  the  bark  of  rattan, 
as  well  as  the  lower  part  of  the  arrow,  near  the 
place  that  bears  on  the  firing,  in  order  to  increafe 
its  folidity. 

Their  canoes,  which  are  made  of  feveral  planks 
joined  together  with  art,  are  of  an  elegant  form, 
extremely  well  calculated  for  going  faft  through 
the  wàter.  See  Plate  XLIIL  Fig»  i. 

On  the  'approach  of  night  a current,  which 

fet  to  the  north  north -wefi,  caufed  a rippling, 

that  fo  much  refembled  the  eflfedl:  of  a fhoal  as 

to  deceive  the  mofi  experienced  eye  : a boat  was 

fent  to  found  there,  but  no  bottom  was  found  at 

twenty  fathoms. 

« 

Violent  claps  of  thunder  iflued,  during  the 
pight,  from  the  thick  clouds  which  hung  on  the 
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high  mountains,  while  we  were  landing  to  the 
fouth  fouth-weft,  in  order  to  try  to  hold  our  own 
againft  the  currents. 

X 

We  had  juft  completed  the  furvey  of  the  weft 
coaft  of  the  two  iflands,  the  eaft  fide  of  which 
Bougainville  had  explored,  when  he  difcovered 
them. 

The  moft  eafterly  and  moft  foutherly  point 
of  Bougainville’s  Ifland  is  in  the  latitude  of 
7^.4^  50"  fouth,  and  longitude  of  153°  ib'  34'' 
caft. 

Its  north  point,  called  Point  Baverdi,  is  in  la^ 
titude  5°  34'  fouth,  and  longitude  152^^31' eaft. 

The  banks  of  coral  which  we  found  in  the 

I 

offing  near  Bougainville’s  Ifiand,  are  in  latitude 
6°  ii'  fouth,  and  longitude  1:52°  2'  eaft. 

The  north-eaft  point  of  Bouka  Ifiand  is  in 
latitude  3°  3'  36'''  fouth,  and  longitude  132°  9^^ 
eaft.  . 

The  variation  of  the  compafs,  ' after  having 
gradually  diminiftied,  was  no  more  than  7!^  eaft. 

The  currents  along  thefe  coafts  carried  us 
conftantly  to  the  north-Weft,  at  the  rate  of  from 
eight  to -ten  miles  a day.  ' 

The  thermometer  did  not  rife  above  22^,  al- 
though we.  were  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the 
equator. 

At.fiih-rife  on  the  1 6th.  we  fa w,  bearing  from 
north  "^13!^  eaft,  to  north  aa®  3Q'  eaft,  at  about 
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three  myriameters  dlftance,  a flat  ifland  to  which 
Carteret  gave  the  name  of  Sir  Charles  Hardy’s 
Ifland.  It  is  five  myriameters  to  the  north 
north “Weft  of  Bouka  Ifland. 

About  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  got 
fight  of  Cape  St.  George,  the  fouth-eaft  part  of 
New  Ireland»  It  bore  weft  north-weft,  diftant 
about  four  myriameters  : its  latitude  was  fixed  at 
4°  54'  30"  fouth,  and  its  longitude  at  150^  39^ 
eaft. 

We  kept  our  wind,  and  (pent  the  night  in 
making  ftiort  boards. 

As  foon  as  the  day  broke  on  the  17th  we  di- 
re61ed  our  courfe  for  Carteret’s  Harbour,  where 
we  intended  to  caft  anchor.  After  having  left 
Hammer  Ifland  a demi-myriameter  on  the  ftar- 
board  hand,  we  fleered  fo  as  to  pafs  quite  clofe  to 

¥ 

Booby  Rock,  leaving  Leigh’s  Ifland  on  the  lar- 
board hand,  and  we  bore  up  between Gocoa-nut 
Ifland  and  New  Ireland,  where  we  anchored 
about  half  paft  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  in 
thirty-one  fathoms  and  a half  water,  the  bottom 
very'foft  black  mud,  mixed  with  calcareous  fand* 
We  were  then  four  hundred  meters  from  Cocoa- 
nut  Ifland.  The  north- weft  point  of  New  Ire- 
land bore  weft  12^  north,  diftant  a demi-myri- 
ameter,  and  the  fouth-eaft  point  of  the  fame 
land  bore  fouth  31®  eaft,  at  the  fame  diftance. 
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and  the  middle  of  the  north-weft  channel  of 
Carteret’s  Harbour  weft  io°  north. 

Only  a hundred  meters  nearer  to  Cocoa-nut 
Ifland,  we  fliould  have  lain  as  fnug  as  in  tne 
beft  fheltercd  harbour.  A fhip  may  here  anchor 
within  a little  diftance  of  the  land,  lince  at 
twenty  meters  from  the  fhore  there  are  five 
fathoms,  and  farther  off  the  depth  of  water  in- 
creates  very  fuddenly. 

We  landed  on  Cocoa-nut  Ifiand,  in  order  to 
fpend  ’ there  the  reft  of  the  day.  This  little 
iftand,  the  moft  elevated  fpots  of  which  are  not 
more  than  a hundred  and  fifty  meters  in  perpen- 
dicular height  above  the  level  of  the  fea,  is 
formed  of  calcareous  ftones  of  an  extraordi- 
nary whltcncfs.  Kifen  from  the  bofom  of  the 
deep,  time  has  efFeéted  little  change  in  the 
viadrepora  which  enter  into  its  compofition  ; 
they  may  be  difeovered  even  on  the  rocks  the 
moft  cxpoled  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather. 
It  is  terminated  to  the  fouth-eaft:  and  to  the 
north-caft  by  a fhoal  of  the  fame  kind  of  ftone. 
There  is,  between  it  and  fvcigh’s  Ifland,  a fuffi- 
cient  depth  of  water  to  afford  a paftTage  to  fliips. 

A great  deal  of  rain  having  fallen  during  the 
night,  .there  arofe  from  the  middle  of  the  woods 
fo  confiderablc  a humidity,  that  at  every  inftant 
clouds  were  feen  forming  there  : thefe  clouds, 
which  ifl'ued  principally  from  the  loweft  fitua- 
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lions,  refembled,  at  fii'fl  figbt,  the  fmoke  of  fires 
lighted  in  the  forcil;  and  as  Toon  as  they  had 
reached  a dciirce  of  elevation  fufficient  to  ex- 
perience  the  elfeét  o(  the  current  of  the  air,  they 
prefently  difappeared. 

Cocoa-nut  Ifiand  was  covered  with  large  ever- 
ureen  trees  : their  roots,  buried  between  the 

c> 

calcareous  fiones,  found  very  little  vegetable 
earth  ; but  thel'e  trees  did  not  grow  with  lets 
vigour,  on  account  of  the  great  moifiure  of 
thole  fpots.  It  was  a charming  fight  to  behold  ' 
the  beautiful  tree  known  by  the  name  of  har^ 
rhigtonia  Jpeciofa^  attracted  by  the  humidity,  ho- 
rizontally extending  its  branches  very  far  out 
above  ithe  waters  of  the  fea.  Various  fpecies  of 
fig-trees  grew  on  this  ifiand.  We  expeéled  to 
find  here  a great  quantity  of  cocoa-palms,  which 
even  was  one  of  the  reafons  that  had  made  us 
prefer  this  anchorage  to  feveral  others  at  no 
great  difiance  : it  was,  however,  with  difficulty 
that  vve  procured  only  a dozen  cocoa-nuts. 

We  faw^with  concern,  that  among  our  people 
who  had  been  on  fiiore  to  cut  wood,  fome  had 
made  no  fcruple  to  fell  the  cocoa-nut  trees,  in 
order  to  get  at  the  fruit  : they  eagerly  fought  the 
young  leaves  of  the  top  of  the  tree,  which  are 
very  tender  ; thefe  were  a moft  agreeable  treat 
to  perfons  who  had  lived  for  a long  time  on  fait 
provifions.  Had  we  fuffered  them  to  have  their 

4 own 
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own  way,  there  would  not  have  remained  a 
fingle  cocoa-nut  tree  on  the  ifland;  and  this  an- 
chorage would  have  been  deprived,  perhaps  for 
ever,  of  thefe  refources,  which  are  fo  welcome  to 
navigators.  , 

Nrght  overtook  us  in  the  middle  of  lhe  woods, 
and  We  enjoyed  the  pleating  view  of  a prodi- 
gious quantity  of  glow-worms,  that,  in  their 
'flight,  diflufed  a tremulous  gleam,  by  which' 
v/c  were  more  dazzled  than  lighted. 

This  was  the  hour  at  which  the  fpecles  of 
crab  called  cancer  ruricola  iflued  from  the  holes 
that  it  had  dug.  We  trod  on  many  of  thete* 
crabs  in  returning  to  the  place  where  the  boat 
was  waiting  for  us;  and  feveral  perfons  of  our 
party,  before  they  knew  what  they  had  fet  their 
foot  on,  were  afraid  that  it  was  fome  venomous 
animal. 

The  next  day,  the  i8th,  I vifited  the  tbuth- 
cafl  part  of  Cocoa-nut  Ifland  : different  creep- 
ing  plants  prevented  me  from  penetrating  very 
far  into  thefe  forefls. 

Various  fpccies  of  epâenârum  adorned  the 
trunks  of  the  thickefl  trees,  and  grew  in  the 
mid  ft  of  a great  number  of  ferns  which  were 
equally  parafitical. 

Along  the  coafl  I faw  floating  various  fpecies 
of  pandanuSy  of  the  harringtonia  /peciofuy  and  of 
x\\C''hcrhiera^  the  trees  of  which  fliot  forth  their 
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i^ranchcs,  and  even  their  trunk,  in  a very  re- 
markable manner  above  the  fea. 

Two  men  belonging  to  the  il^ip?  who  had 
followed  me,  favv  an  alligator  quite  clofe  to  the 
beach,  on  the  fouth-eaft  extremity  of  Cacoa-nut 
Ifland.  I do  not  imagine  that  this  animal  is 
very  common  there  ; for,  during  the  whole  time 
of  our  day  at  this  anchorage,  no  accident  hap- 
pened, although  a great  number  of  perlons 
bathed  frequently. 

I remarked,  towards  the  eaft  part  of  this  little 
ifland,  lèverai  fpecies  of  îiauùlï  ditreminated 
amid  the  prodigious  quantity  of  lithophiUs  of 
which  it  was  in  a great  meafure  compofed. 

We  were  aftonifhed  at  the  abundance  and 
the  conflancy  of  the  rain  ; it  was,  like  a torrent 
' of  tepid  water,  vyhich  was  inceffantly  flow- 
ing, and  which,  however,  did  not  prevent  us 
from  vilitiniT  the  environs  of  our  anchora2:e. 

O CT 

I returned  for  feveral  days  fucceffiveiy  to 
Cocoa-nut  liland,  or  to  Leigh’s  Ifland. 

It  is  very  aflonifhing  to  meet  there  with  Co 
great  a quantity  of  infeâs  of  different  forms  and 
colours,  the  aftivity  of  which  the  rains  did  not 
feem  to  diminifh.  Thefc  were  for  the  mod:  part 
coleoptera,  which  it  was  difficult  to  catch.  The 
mod  diverdfied  fpecies  belonged  to  the  ciem-. 
delà  genus. 

V V e enjoyed  the  pleafure  of  feeing  various 
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f[Decies  of  fig-trees,  from  whofe  fummit  hung  à 
great  number  of  radicles,  which  implanted 
themfelves  in  the  ground,  to  give  birth  to  as 
many  different  fiems. 

The  cycas  circinaUs  is  very  common  in  the  hot-  ^ 
toms,  under  the  fhadc  of  the  large  trees.  Hard 
by  we  faw  a fhed  newly  confiruCted  of  bought, 
where  the  favages  had  come  to  reft  themfelves. 
We  fiill  perceived  there  the  remains  of  the  meal 
they  had  made  with  fruits  of  the  cycas,  the  ker- 
nels of  which,  eaten  raw,  are  a very  powerful 
emetic,  as  feveral  of  our  people  experienced  ; but 
the  favages  had  roaficd  them,  and  we  remarked 
the  traces  of  fire  on  a great  number  of  the  hufksl 

The  kernel  which  the  fruit  of  the  cycas  circinalls 
contains  is  very  bitter  : the  inhabitants  of  the  Mo- 
. luccas  know  much  better  how  to  prepare  them 
than  thofe  of  New  Ireland,  as  I had  occafion  to 
obferve  towards  the  end  of  this  voyagQ.  Expe- 
rience has  taught  them  that  .maceration  deprives 
it  of  its  noxious  qualities:  this  procefs  may  alfo 
fuccced  with  refpe6l  to  many  other  fruits,  and  a 
great  number  of  roots,  which  may  thus  ferve  for 
the  fufienance  of  animals,  and  even  of  man. 

We  faw  on  the  ground  a great  many  fruits  of 
the  cycas  which  the  favages  had’  not  touched. 
Their  fucculent  hufk,  which  difFufed  a very  agree- 
able odour  refembling  apples,  contains  fermen- 
tative parts  fufficieiit  to  yield,  when  infufed  in 
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water,  a good  fpiritiious  liqnor  : thcfe  fruits  are 
here  very  abundant,  and  may  be  ufeful  to  navi- 
gators. 

Among  the  large  trees  that  grew  on  Cocoa-nut 
Ifland  I taw  with  farprife  a new  fpecies  of  areca^ 
whofe  trunk,  which  rofe  to  upwards  of  thirty-fix 
meters,  was  no  more  than  two  thirds  of  a deci- 
meter in  thicknefs.  It  was  difficult  to  conceive 
how  fo  weak  a tree  could  fupport  itfelf  at  fuch 
an  elevation  ; but  our  aftonifhmcnt  ceafed  when, 
we  wifhed  to  fell  one  : ifs  wood  was  fo  extremely 
hard,  that  for  fome  time  it  refifted  the  redoubled 
blows  of  the  axe.  A great  quantity  of  mucilagi- 
nous fubftance,  under  the  form  of  pith,  occupied 
its  centre,  as  is  the  property  of  many  other 
trees  of  the  fame  family  : this  pith  being  re- 
moved, the  trunk  exhibited  a cylinder,  the  wood  . 
of  which  was  not  more  than  a centimeter  in 
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thicknefs  ; the  wood  is  of  a beautiful  black.  The 
fruit  of  this  new  fipecies  of  areca  is  of  a red  co- 
lour ; it  is  feared  y bigger  than  a common  olive, 
and  is  nearly  of  the  fame  ffiape. 

The  caryota  urem  was  one  of  the  large  trees  of 
this  fored.  Among  the  ffirubs  I faw  feverai  fpe- 
cies of  àrac.'èna,  I admired  among  the  trees  a. 
folanum,  undoubtedly  the  tailed  fpecies  of  that 
genus;  tliofe  which  are  till  the  prefent  day 
known  to  botanids  being  only  herbs  or  weak 
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ffirubs  : the  leaves  of  this Jolanum  are  oval,  hard, 
and  very  fmooth. 
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Teak- wood,  teâlona grandis^  that  fine  tree  fo  va-^ 
luable  for  the  conflruétion  of  fhips,  grows  at  Car- 
teret’s Harbour.'  I alfo  faw  there  various  fpecies 
of  guettarda  and  a new  fpecies  of  hernandia^ 

MolTes  and  ferns  were  very  numerous,  and 
grew  in  the  fullefi:  vigour  in  thefe  nioift  fpots. 

The  well  coafi  of  Cocoa-nut  Ifland  is  fieep, 
and  rifes  very  high  above,  the  water.  The  calca- 
reous fiones,  of  which  it  is  formed,  are  very  much 
expofed  to  the  inclemency  of  the  weather  ; ac^ 
cordingly  they  break  otF  with  facility.  I there 
found  the  nutmeg- tree  which  Rumphius  has  de- 
feribed  under  the  denomination  of  myr\ftica  mas 
(Riimph,  Amb.  vol.  ii.  tab.  5),  The  fruit  was  as 
yet  in  no  great  forwardnefs.  It  is  more  elongated 
than  the  cultivated  fpecies. 

Doubtlefs  fome  favage  had  perifhed  in-  the 
midft  of  thefe  rocks,  for  I found  here  a human 
feelcton  almofl;  entire. 

Hard  by  w^as  a fpot  where  I obferved  tho 
marks  of  a fire,  which  had  been  lighted  by  the 
favages  who  land  on  this  coafi. 

The  continual  rains  at  Carteret’s  Harbour  have 
there  rendered  fome  fpecies  of  fpiders  very  induf- 
trious:  I faw  feveral  that  had  made  themfelves 
excellent  retreats  in  the  middle  of  their  web  : 
this  is  of  a very  dole  texture,  in  the  form  of  a fu- 
gar-loaf,  two  centimeters  high  by  a demi-centime- 
ter  wide  at  the  bate,  having  the  point  raifed  and 

a little 


OF  LA  PEROUSE. 


^57 

a little  inclined  towards  the  fouth-eaft,  in  order 
that  the  prevailing  winds  may  have  lefs  hold  oF 
its  little  habitation.  The  rain  runs  off  this  fort 
of  cone,  without  being  able  to  penetrate  it,  and 
cannot  weigh  it  down,  becaufe  it  is  ditlended  on 
all  tides  by  threads  attached  to  the  neighbouring 
branches.  The  fpider,  perfedly  flieltered  in  this 
houfe,  comes  out  of  it  only  to  feize  upon  the 
infects  which  happen  to  entangle  themfelves  in 
his  nets. 

Another  fpider,  which  does  not  fpin  fo  dexte- 
roufly  as  the  former,  fecures  itfelf  from  the  rain 
by  getting  under  part  of  a leaf  that  is  bent  in 
nearly  a conical  form,  and  is  placed  in  the  mid- 
dle of  its  web  : every  thing  is  combined  to  give 
folidity  to  this  dwelling  : the  corner  being  a little 
inclined,  is  oppofed  to  the  fouth-eaft  winds,  in 
ordpr  that  it  may  fuffer  lefs  from  their  violence. 

Nature  has  been  extremely  bountiful  to  fome 
other  fpecies  of  fpiders,  which  are  covered  with  a 
fkin  that  is  very  tough,  and  as  gloffy  as  if  they 
were  coated  with  the  finefl  varnifh.  Thefe  laft 
are  not  in  the  lead  affected  by  the  heavy  rains  to 
which  they  are  confiantly  expofed,  and  they  wait 
patiently  in  the  middle  of  their  web,  till  fome  in- 
fe(T  is  caught  in  it. 

Among  thefe  fpiders  I difcovered  fome  whofe 
body  was  terminated  in  a point,  the  aranea  acule-* 
ata  and  the  aratiea  ffmofa^ 
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Leigh’s  Ifland,  which  is  much  fmaîler  than 
Cocoa-nut  Ifland^  affords  few  dltFerent  produc- 
tions; its  foil  is  of  the  fame  nature,  but  is  much 
elevated. 

The  fleep  mountains  of  New  Ireland,  which 

furround  Carteret’s  Harbour,  are  at  leafl  three 

times  as  high  as  thole  of  Cocoa-nut  Iflahd*  Î 

alfo  faw,  on  their  very  fummits,  the  marine  pro- 

duflions,  of  which  they  are  partly  coinpofed. 

On  the  23d  I landed  on  the  part  of  New  Ireland 
% * • • 
that  lay  to  the  north  north- weft  of  the  ancliorage, 

near  the  fpot  where  our  water  had  been  procured. 

The  ftream  which  furnifhed  ft  ihewed  itfelf  only 

♦ 

very  near  the  fea.  Farther  inland  were'feen  the 
traced  of  a torrent,  and  from  time  to  time  along 
thofe  traces,  fome  cavities  filled  with  water,  which, 
filtering:  throug;h  the  fands,  ran  and  fwelled  the 
little  rivulet  of  the  watering-place.  After  an 
hour’s  walk  along  its  banks,  we  faw  it  form  a 
pretty  cafeade,  and  precipitate  itfelf  from  the  top 
of  a calcatrous  rock  in  which  we  remarked  vaft 
caverns  that  ferved  as  a retreat  to  large  bats  of 
the  fpecies  called  vefperttYio  vam^rus, 

A few  wild  bread-fruit-trees  were  growing  in 
thefc  places. 

I was  aftonlfhed  that  at  a time  when  Carte- 
ret’s Harbour  was  inundated  by  continual  rains, 
we  faw  only  the  traces  of  the  torrent,  and  no  water 
in  its  bed  ; but  it  feemed  to  me  that  the  rains  did 
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not  extend  faffiçiently  inland  to  fill  it  : pf  this 
it  was  cafy  to  be  convinced  by  the  fereifity  of  the 
Iky  towards  the  fouth-weft,  while  the  rain  was 
falling  without  intermiffion  at  the  anchorage. 
Carteret’s  Harbour  forms  a fort  of  bafin,  where 
the  clouds  charged  with  water,  after  having 
cleared  the  high  mountains  of  New  Ireland,  ex- 
perience a calm  which  prevents  the  air  from  fup- 
porting  them  ; thence  refult  abundant  rains, 
which  muft  deprive  navigators  of  all  inclination 
to  anchor  there. 

Among  the  fmall  plants  which  grew  in  the 
lhade  of  the  forefls,  I xemarked  feveral /pecie^  pf 
frocrh, 

JBefides  the  nutmeg-tree, of  which  I havealready 
fpoken,  nature  has  likewife  given  to  the  inhabit- 
ants of  New  Ireland  the  fpecies  of  pepper-tree 
known  to  hotanifis  pnder  the  name  of  piper 
cubehe.  I favv  it,  throughout  a very  extenfivp 
fpace,  adorning  all  the  trunks >of  the  large  trees. 

Our  boat  was  tent  a fifhing  about  a myria- 
meter  to  the  fouth-eafi;  on  the  coafi  of  New  Ire- 
land. I there  favv  a few  huts  newly  conftru died 
with  much  art  by  the  favages  : thofe  had  not,  for 
their  meal,  contented  themfelves  with  the  roafied 
fruit  of  the  cycas  circinalis  : we  flill  perceived 
quite  clofe  to  thefe  habitations,  the  remains  of  the 
fhell-fifh  which  they  had  eaten. 

The  Admiral  had  come  to  Carteret’s  Harbour, 
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hr  the  intention  of  flaying  there  at  leafl  a fort- 
night ; but  the  heavy  rains  determined  him  to 
quit  this  anchorage  much  foonen  ' 

The  greateft  a6livity  had  been  exerted  in  ob- 
-taining  the*  neceffary  fupply  of  wood  and  water  ; 
and  on  the  morning  of  the  24th  we  made  every 
'preparation  for  falling. 

' The  water  that  we  took  on  board  at  Carteret’s 
• Harbour  was  very  good,  and  had  been  procured 
with  much  facility.  It  was  eafy  to  convey  it  into 
the  launch,  by  means  of  wooden  troughs  : the 
only  trouble  attending  this  was  to  dip  it  up  from 
a meter  below  the  trough. 

The  wood  was  cut  on  Cocoa-nut  Ifland,  and 
'the  conveyance  of  it  was  lefs  difficult,  as  the 
-boat  could  come  to  the  very  edge  of  the  fhorc. 
■ It  may  not  be  improper'  to  ' remark,  that  the 
wood  which  we  took  in  at  Carteret’s  Harbour, 
filled  our  fhlp  with  a prodigious  quantity  offcor- 
pions,  and  a great  number  of  fcolopendrie  of  the 
-fpecies  called  fcolopetidra  viorfitans.  Thefe  in- 
>fe6ls  were  extremely  troublefome  to  us. 

The  tents  of  the  obfervatory  had  been  erefled 
to  no  purpofe  on  Cocoa-nut  Ifland,  the  conti- 
nual rains  not  having  allowed  the  aflronomers  to 
.make  one  tingle  obfervation  : it  is  difficult  to  form 
an  idea  of  the  vaft  quantity  of  rain  that  fell  ; it 
was  a torrent,  pouring  down  almoft  without  in- 
termiffion.  • . ; 
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The  thermometer,  oblerved  at  noon  during 
the  whole  time  we  lay  here,  varied  from  iq°  to 
2 1®,  and  the  barometer  varied  only  from  28 
inches  lines,  to  28  inched  lines. 

• The  latitude  of  our  anchoring-place  was  de- 
termined at  4®  48'  10"  fouth,  its  longitude  at 
150"^  23' 4o"  eafl. 

This  harbour  afforded  us  no  refrefhments  ; 
nor  did  our  fifhermcn  meet  with  any  fuccefs. 

The  tides  were  felt  but  once  a day,  and  role 
only  about  two  meters. 

> 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

_ %■  I . ... 

Depàrture  from  Carterefs  Hafhour.—The  Efpèr^^ 
ranee  lofes  an  anchor  at  the  mouth  of  this  har^^ 
lour, — Fajfage  through  St,  George  s Channel, — • 
IVe  get  fight  of  the  Poriland  Ifands, — Various, 
interviewes  woiih  the  inhabit  ants  of  the  Admiralty 
Ifands, — Their  whimfcal  coftiime. — Defpotfm 
of  the  chiefs, — Canoes. — Afotiifhing  rapidity  of 
their  failing, — We  make  the  Hermits  1 {lands,— 
Their  inhabitants, — We  get  fight  of  the  Echi- 
(\\jî\Qï,—We  dif cover  a new  If  and, — A water- 
fpout, — We  make  New  Guinea, — Fajfage  through 
Fitds  Strait, — Singular  effects  of  the  tides,— ^ 
Ravages  of  the f curvy, — We  anchor  at  Amboyna* 


On  the  24th  of  July  we  got  under  vveigh  frora 
Carteret’s  Harbour,  about  eleven  o’clock  in  the 

' r ’ * 

morning,  and  we  availed  ourfelves  of  a light 

breeze  from  the  fouth-eaft,  in  order  to  fail  out  by 

the  opening  to  thé  north-weft,  between*  Cocoa- 

nut  Iftand  and  New  Ireland. 

» 

The  currents  carried  us  to  the  weft  north-weft, 
and  at  noon  we  were  already  a myriameter  to 
the  weft  fouth-weft  of  our  anchoring-place. 

* ' ' ' ' The 
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Tl^e  Eipérance  did  not  weigh  her  anchor 
qaickly  enough  to  take  advantage  of  the  breeze  : 
it  fell  calm  alinofl  as  foon  as  fte  had  loofed  her 
finis,  and  the  currents  drifted  her  towards  the 
breakers  that  lie  on  the  fiarboard  hand,  in  going 
out  of  the  harbour  ; the  was  therefore  obliged  to 
drop  an  anchor,  and  wait  for  a wind  to  extricate 
her  from  this  dangerous  lituation. 

We  hove  to,  in  hopes  that  ere  long  Ihe  would 
join  us  ; but  it  was  half  pad:  four  o’clock  before 
the  came  up  with  our  fhip.  Her  captain  then 
informed  us,  that  they  had  like  to  have  been 
loft  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  we  had  juft 
quitted.  Forced  by  the  currents  to  anchor  on  a 
. bottom  of  coral,  the  cable  had  been  cut  by  the 
rocks,  at  the  moment  when  there  fprang  up, 
from  the  fouth-eaft,  the  light  l^reezè  which  car- 
ried them  clear  of  the  reefs.  They  had  come  too 
near  them  to  let  go  a fécond  anchor  to  any  pur-^ 
pole  ; however,  the  Efpérance  got  off,  with  the 
lofs  of  an  anchor  and  about  eight  fathoms  of 
cable. 

Our  fituation  enabled  us  to  afeertain,  that  St. 
George’s  Channel  is  not  more  than  from  fix  to 
feven  myriameters  in  breadth  at  its  fouthern  ex- 
tremity, It  appears  that  fhe  glooirjincfs  of  the 
weather  had  led  Carteret  into  an  error,  when  .he 
fuppofed  that  its  extent  was  almoft  twice  as  ' 
mu^h. 


s 4 


We 
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We  lay  to  during  the  night,  and  the  currents 
carried  us  into  St.  George-s  Channel,  with  fo 
much  rapidity  as  to  occahon  us  to  drift  at  the 
rate  of  upwards  of  a demi-myriameter  an  hour. 

About  one  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  25th, 
the  Ifle  of  Man  bore  well  fouth-weft,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a derni-myriameter. 

A thick  fog  concealed  from  us,  during  the 
whole  day,  the  high  mountains  of  New  Ireland  ; 
• only  a few  of  the  fummits  fhewed  themfelves 
from  time  to  time,  and  we  favv  towards  the  cen- 
tre of  the  Ifland  fome  mountains,  two  thoufand 
meters  in  perpendicular  elevation.  Large  trees 
were  diftingiiifhable  on  the  moft  lofty  brows. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  vv^e  brought  to, 
in  order  to  reconnoitre  Sandwich  Tflandthe  next 

I 

day  ; but  the  currents  drifted  us  during  the 
night  with  fo  much  rapidity,  that  at  daybreak 
on  the  26th  we  were  greatly  aftonifhed  to 
find  ourfelves  within  about  four  hundred  meters 
of  this  ifland.  The  people  fiationed  to  look  out 
were  probably  aflcep,  for  they  did  not  apprize  us 
that  the  currents  were  fetting  us  on  this  coafl, 
which,  although  at  fo  fhort  a diftance,  fortu» 
nately  prefented  no  fort  of  danger. 

Sandwich  llland  is  not  very  high  land  ; like 
New  Ireland,  it  is  clothed  w ith  trees  ; a few  old 
trunks,  after  having  lod  part  of  their  branches, 

were  feen  fcattered  here  and  there  on  the  hillocks. 

Being 


OF  LA  PEROUSE.  2.65 

Being  covered  with  Hanes  or  paralitlcal  plants, 
they  refembled  fo  many  columns  ornamented 
with  garlands,  and  added  much  to  the  pl6lii- 
refque  afpe6l  of  this  charming  ifland. 

New  Ireland,  which  is  oppolite  to  Sandwich 
Ifland,  offers  alfo  to  the  view  lands  of  no  great 
elevation.  I there  obferved,  rifing  from  the 
middle  of  a vafl:  plain,  a few  hills,  of  from  four  to 
five  hundred  meters  in  perpendicular  height. 

Sandwich  Ifland  is  terminated  to  the  north-eafl: 
by  feveral  points  which  form  fo  many  hummocks, 
ilretching  out  into  the  fea  : of  thefe  we  diflin« 
guifhed  five  principal  ones  ; one  of  them  has  to- 
wards its  bafe  a mountain  in  the  form  of  a peak, 
and  this  is  the  moft  elevated  fpot  in  the  whole 
ifland,  although  it  is  not  more  than  from  four  to 
five  hundred  meters  in  perpendicular  elevation  : 
it  is  confequently  not  near  fo  high  as  Carteret 
mentions.  The  clearnefs  of  the  weather,  and 
the  fhort  diflance  at  which  we  were  from  this 
little  mountain,  enabled  us  to  judge  of  its 
height. 

A few  huts,  under  the  fhade  of  the  fo  refis  of 
cocoa-palms,  made  us  hope  for  an  interview 
with  the  inhabitants  of  Sandwich  Ifland  ; but  it 
was  no  doubt  too  early  in  the  morning  for  thele 
favages  to  come  and  pay  us  a vifit,  for  we  faw 
not  one  of  them. 


The 
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The  wefternmofl:  point  of  this  ifland  Is  In  lati- 
tude 2®  59'  26''  fouth,  2^nd  longitude  148^  29' 
15''  eaft.  It  is  three  myriameters  in  its  greated: 
length  from  eaft  louth-ealt  to  weft  north-weft. 

We  remarked  off  its  weft  point  an  iflot,  which 
Carteret  had  not  perceived. 

Ten  days  had  now  elapfed  v/itbant  our  having 
been  able  to  get  a meridian  obfervation  ; but  on 
the  26th  of  July  we  obfervcd  at  noon,  m the  la^ 
titude  of  2®  50'  29''  fouth,  ouv  ■ ongitude  being 
148°  16'  50'' eaft;  which  enabled  us  to  determine 
the  pofition  of  the  north  and  the  wefternmoft 
point  of  New  Ireland,  at  44'  30^'  fouth  iatir 
tude,  and  148^  j 30^^^  eaft  longitude.  The 
darknefs  of  the  weather  had  deceived  Carteret, 
who  had  laid  it  down  two  myriameters  more  to 
the  northward. 

About  four  o’clock  in  tiie  afternoon  we  w'cre 
at  the  diftance  of  three  kilometers  from  a 
great  number  of  iflots,  fituated  at  the  mouth  of 
the  channel  which  feparates  New  Ireland  from 
New  Hanover,  and  we  faw  that  the  paftage  be- 
tween thefe  two  iflaiids  was  barred  by  reefst 

New  Ireland  is  terminated  by  fomc  low  lands. 

New  Hanover  exhibits,  towards  the  north- 
weft,  a flat  country,  while  its  centre  is  occupied 
by  fome  very  high  mountains,  thp  chain  of 
which  extends  to  the  fouth-eaft. 

Oit 
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On  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  got  fight  of 
the  Portland  Iflands,  along  which  we  rarnged 
very  dole.  They  form  a group  compofed  of  fe- 
yen  iflots,  which  occupy  a fpace  of  a myriameter 
and  a half  in  extent,  in  ^ direélion  from  eaft 
to  weft.  They  are  very  flat,  cpvcred  with 
large  trees,  and,  to  all  appearance,  are  con-? 
necled  with  each  other  by  reefs  and  fand*banks. 

Thefe  iflots  are  in  the  latitude  of  39^  44^ 
fouth,  and  longitude  of  14.7^  15^  eaft. 

On  the  28th  we  continued  to  dire6t  our  courte 
towards  the  Admiralty  Iflands,  where  Commo- 
dore Hunter,  according  to  the  account  of  two 
French  Captains,  had  thought  that  he  perceived 
fome  vefliges  of  La  Péroufe’s  unfortunate  expe- 
dition ; and  vye  flood  to  the  fouthernmoft  ifland 
of  this  little  Archipelago.  Like  the  greater  part 
of  the  iflands  in  the  South  Sea,  this  is  guarded 
by  reefs,  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  fliorc. 

Although  we  vvere  only  two  kilometers  from 
the  land,  we  foiind  no  bottom  with  a line  of  fifty 
fathoms. 

We  there  faw  to  the  fouth-eaft  a few  canoes., 
going  along  between  the  reefs,  but  not  one  ap^ 
peared  inclined  to  clear  them  to  come  out  to  us. 
We  alfo  diftinguifhed  fome  groups  of  favages 
ftanding  on  the  moft  prominent  points  of  the 
coaft,  in  order  to  enjoy  better  the  fight  which 
pur  fhips  afforded  them. 


^ A large 


/ 
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A large  tree,  drifted  on  the  breakers,  was  at  firft 
taken  by  fome  of  us  for  part  of  the  wreck  of  a 
fhip;  but  the  branches  and  the  roots,  which  we 
diftin6tly  perceived,  left  no  doubt  of  its  being  a 
tree,  detached  from  the  coafl. 

The  Admiral  fent  an  officer  on  board  of  the 
Efperance,  in  order  to  concert  with  her  Captain, 
refpe6Hng  the  refearches  which  it  was  incumbent 
on  us  to  make  at  the  Admiralty  Iflands,  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  information  that  had  been  tranf- 
mitted  to  us  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

Night  came  on  ; we  fpent  it  in  making  Ihort 
boards,  in  order  to  hold  our  own  againfl  the 
currents,  ; ^ 

The  next  morning,  the  29th,  Captain  Huon 
waited  on  the  Admiral.  It  was  decided  that  we 
ffiould  go  and  vifit  the  ifland  that  was  in  tight, 
to  the  call  north-caft  of  that  which  we  had  juft 
coafled.  In  faél,  according  to  one  of  the  depo- 
litions  which  had  been  tranfmittcd  to  the  com- 
mander of  the  expedition,  it  was  at  the  eaftern- 
moft  ifland  that  the  favages  clothed  in  the 
uniform  of  the  French  navy  had  been  feen. 
About  the  middle  of  the  day  we  were  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  a myriameter  from  this  ifland,  when  we 
law  fome  natives  advancing  towards  the  fea- 
fhore.  A few  huts  were  diftinguilhable  through 
the  coçoa-nut  trees.  Other  iflanders  prefently 
made  their  appearance  on  the  fouth-eaft  point  ; 

V and 
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and  their  number  increafcd  as  we  advanced  to- 
wards them.  Several  canoes  were  hauled  up 
on  the  fands,  and  we  hoped  to  fee  fome  of 
them  launched  into  the  water,  in  order  to  come 
off  to  us  ; but  the  natives  made  no  difpofitions 
for  approaching.  As  the  Admiral  wilhed  to 
have  an  interview  with  them,  we  flood  on,  and 
brought  to  under  the  lee  of  the  ifland,  where  we 
found  but  very  poor  fhelter,  for  it  is  of  little  ex- 
tent. The  favages  appeared  in  crowds  : fome 
ran  along  the  beach,  while  others,  with  their 
eyes  fixed  on  our  fliips,  invited  us  by  figns  to 
come  on  fhore  : their  Ihouts  were  the  expreffions 
of  joy.  A few  of  them  launched  a canoe  : they 
hefitated  for  fome  time  about  coming  towards 
our  fhip  ; -but  as  the  Efperance  was  more  to 
windward,  they  fleered  towards  her.  This  little 
canoe  had  an  outrigger,  and  carried  feven  na- 
.tivGS,  who  returned  on  fhore  immediately. 

At  half  pafl  one  o’clock  we  brought  to, 
and  a boat  was  difpatched  from  each  fhip  with 
different  articles,  which  were  to  be  diflributcd 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  fmall  ifland.  While 
thefe  boats  were  approaching  it  as  near  as  they 
poffibly  could,  the  fhips  kept  within  reach  to  pro- 
te£l  them,  in  cafe  of  an  attack  on  the  part  of  the 
favages  ; for  the  treachery  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
fouthernmofl  of  the  Admiralty  Iflands,  towards 
Carteret,  left  us  fome  uneafinefs  refpefling  the 

intentions 
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intentîom  of  thcfe.  This  navigator  inforrtts 
that  the  favages  twice  attacked  him  wlth  tiieir 
arrows,  notwithftanding  all  the  mark^  of  friend- 
fhip  he  had  lavifhed  on  them,  when,  in  Septem- 
ber 1767,  he  explored  the  fouthcrn  part  of  t-hb 
Archipelago 

We  obferved  that  this  ifland  was  cultivated  to 
its  very  fummit.  Different  plots  of  ground,  en- 
clofed  by  palifades,  made  us  think  that  the  riglrt 
of  landed  property  is  not  unknown  to  its  inha- 
bitants. The  whole  of  the  ifland  prefents  the 
form  of  a fmall  and  tolerably  round  rnoun- 
iain,  the  foot  of  which  is  adorned  with  fine 
p'^antations  of  cocoa-palms,  while  the  elevated 
fpots  feemed  appropriated  to  the  culture  of  va- 
rious roots,  which  alfo  ferve  for  the  nourifhment 
of  llic  inhabitants. 

* The  boats  having  gone  within  a hundred  me- 
ters of  the  coafi,  found  no  bottom  with  thirty- 
three  fathoms  of  line;  the  reefs  by  which  it  is 
guarded,  prevented  them  from  approaching  it 
anv  rearer. 

y 

A great  number  of  the  natives  advanced  on 
that  fide  ; we  already  faw  upwards  of  a hundred 
and  fifty  employing  all  forts  of  means  to  perfuade 
us  to  land  on  their  ifland  ; but  the  reefs  oppofed 

* See  HazühepLcortfî* s Collefiion  of'  l^oyageis^  4to  edition,  rol.  Î. 
page  382,  and  following.  T. 
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an  obftaclc  which  vve  could  not  overcome.  Thefe 
illanders  having  thrown  us  a few  cocoa-nuts, 
their  aftonilhment  was  fucceeded  by  the  moft 
lively  joy,  on  feeing  with  what  facility  we  opened 
them  by  means  of  a hatchet. 

A favage,  dlfiinguiHied  from  the  others  Iiy  a 
double  row  of  fraall  fhclls  with  which  his  fore- 

I . 

head  was  ornamented,  appeared  to  enjoy  a great 
deal  of  authority.  He  ordered  one  of  the  na- 
tives to  jump  into  the  water,  and  bring  us  fome 
cocoa-nuts.  The  fear  of  fwimming  out  unarmed 
to  perfons  with  whofe  intentions  he  was  wholly 
unacquainted,'  made  this  iflander  hefitate  a mo- 
ment ; but  the  chief,  little  accùûomcd,  no  doubt, 
to  meet  with  any  reliftance  to  his  will,  did  not 
allow  him.  time  to  refledt  ; he  very  clofely  fol- 
lowed up  his  orders  by  fome  blows  on  the  belly, 
which  he  himfelf  gave  the  man,  who  was  obliged 
inflantly  to  obey.  We  did  not  expect  to  fee  any- 
one treated  in  this  manner  in  the  midft  of  a 
tribe  that  had  feemed  to  us  fo  nearly  bordering 
upon  a hate  of  nature.  In  order  to  confole  the 
poor  fellow,  there  were  given  to  him  a few  hits  , 
of  red  cloth,  fome  nails,  and  a knife,  which  he 
received  with  the  greateft  joy.  As  foon  'as  he 
had  landed,  curiofity  affembled  all  the  others 
round  ]}im  ; every  one  would  have  a fhare  of 
ou  I prefents  ; fome  canoes  were  immediately^ 
launched;  a great  many  other  natives  fwam  off 

to 
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to  our  boats^  and,  in  a fhprt  tune,  they  wer^ 
furrounded  by  a vaft  concourfc;  We  were  afto- 
nilhed  that  the  violence  of  the  furf,  and  that  o*f 
the  fea  dafhing  againft  the  breakers,  had  not 
prevented  them  from  leaving  the  Ifland. 

Another  chief,  who  was  diftinguifhed  by  the 
fame  ornaments  as  were  \Vorn  by  him  I have  be- 
fore mentioned,  was  alfo  diftinguifhed  by  the 
blows  which  he  dealt  out  with  his  flick  to  feveral 
of  thofe  to  whom  he  gave  his  orders. 

Thefe  iflanders,  who  teflified  the  greatefl  joy 
at  the  fight  of  our  nails,  and,  above  all,  of  our 
hatchets,  had  foine  difficulty  in  conceiving  the 
full  value  of  our  knives.  At  firfl  they  required 
that  they  fhould  be  fhut  before  they  accepted 
them;  but  their  fears  were  very  foon  banifhed, 
and  they  then  received  them  as  well  open  as 
Ihut.  Wc  got  from  thefe  inhabitants  a few  darts 
armed  with  a piece  of  volcanic  flone  cut  to  a 
point,  and  very  fharp  at  the  edges.  They  alfo 
gave  us  fome  combs  with  three  teeth  fianding 
very  wide  apart,  fome  heavy  bracelets  cut  out  of 
a large  fhell,  and  other  bracelets  formed  of  little 
whelks  ftrung  on  a cord,  the  firength  of  which 
was  equal  to  that  of  our  befl  hemp.- 

Thefe  ‘ favages  frequently  repeated  the  word 
capelJc^  in  afking  for  our  articles  of  traffic.  It 
appeared  to  us,  that  they  gave  this  name  to 

iron. 
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iron,  which  they  preferred  to  every  thing  that 
we  could  offer  them. 

Like  the  natives  of  Bouka,  they  repeated  with 
much  corredlnefs  the  French  words  which  they 
heard  us  pronounce. 

One  of  their  canoes,  which  was  driven  by  the 
tea  againft  our  barge,  received  foine  damage; 
but  inflantly  a man  belonging  to  our  boat, 
held  the  canoe,  to  prevent  her  from  receiving  a 
fécond  ttroke  ; when  one  of  the  chiefs,  miftaking 
his  intentions,  cautioned  the  paddlers  to  be  on 
their  guard,  and  moft  of  them  precipitately 
abandoned  her,  jumping  overboard,  to  fwim 
on  ibore  to  the  ifland  : they  were  almoft  im- 
mediately undeceived,  and  confidence  was  re- 
cfiablifhed. 

The  women  kept  apart  at  a fmall  diftance, 
under  the  cocoa-nut  trees  ; their  w^hole  clothing 
confifted  of  a piece  of  mat  round  the  waift. 

The  men  were  eager  to  get  near  our  boats: 
fome  fwam  off,  holding  up  the  cocoa-nuts  which 
they  brought,  others  feemed  attradled  by  mere 
curiofity  ; but  it  was  very  foon  perceived,  that 
curiofity  was  not  their  only  motive,  as  they  exerted 
all  their  dexterity  to  get  poffeffion  of  our  pro- 
perty. Impunity  augmented  their  audacioufnefs; 
and  when  they  miffed  their  aim,  they  were  not 
difeouraged,  but  prefen tly  made  a frefh  attempt 

on  fome  other  article. 

$ 

One  of  thefc  thieves  had  juft  laid  hold  of  a 

VOL.  I,  T knife; 
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knife  ; but  he  was  caught  in  the  faft,  and  prc* 
vented  from  carrying  it  off:  his  want  of  fuccefs 
was  not  fufficient  to  make  him  renounce  his  en- 
terprife  ; nor  was  he  a lofer  by  having  been  dila- 
tory. A flag,  in  which  red  was  the  predominant 
colour,  attradted  his  attention  ; he  found  means 
to  get  pofleflion  of  it,  and  he  was  not  difeovered 
till  he  was  already  a good  way  from  the  boat, 
and  near  landing  on  the  ifland. 

À looking-glafs  having  been  given  to  one  of 
. thefe  ravages,  he  viewed  himfclf  in  it  with  fur- 
prife,  and  very  fhortly  broke  it,  hoping,  no 
doubt,  to  And  again  in  the  plate  the  form  of  the 
objecSls  which  he  had  jufi:  perceived. 

Thefe  iflanders  have  not  a very  black  fkin  : 
their  countenance  is  agreeable,  and  diflers  little 
from  ihat  of  the  Europeans.  Born  under  a fine 
iky  in  a fertile  ifland,  they  feem  happy,  if  a 
judgment  may  be  formed  from  the  air  of  fatif- 
fadlion  which  was  painted  in  all  their  features  ; 
they  have  curly  hair,  and  are,  doubtlefs,  in  the 
habit  of  leaving  no  hair  on  any  part  of  the  body 
but  the  head.  It  appears  that  the  volcanic 
flone,  with  which  they  arm  their  arrows,  ferves  ' 
•them  alfo  to  fhave  with  ; for,  feeing  one  of  our 
boat’s  crew  who  wove  whifkers,  they  made  figns 
to  him  to  cut  them  off  with  this  fort  of  agate. 

The  boats  were  ordered  to  return  at  four 
o’clock.  Their  departure  feemed  fenfibly  to  af- 
fect 
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fciSl  the  natives,  who  redoubled  their  entreaties 
to  make  us  land  on  their  illand.  All  the  women 
then  advanced  as  far  as  the  beach,  and  joined 
their  invitations  to  thofc  of  the  men  : they  were, 
no  doubt,  greatly  aftonifhed  at  not  having  better 
fuccefs;  but  the  orders  were  given,  and  our  boats 
could  not  defer  their  departure. 

It  was  with  regret  that  we  quitted  the 
favages  at  the  moment  when  they  were  launch- 
ing into  the  water  feveral  canoes  loaded  with 
cocoa-nuts,  which  they  were  bringing  us.  The 
delicious  juice  of  thefe  fruits  would  have  been  of 
the  greateft  utility  for  hopping  the  progrefs  of 
the  fcurvy,  which  was  already  beginning  to  make 
ravages  on  board  of  our  two  fhips  : had  our 
boats  been  allowed  to  wait  a few  minutes,  we 

4 

Ihould  have  procured  a great  number. 

The  pleafure  with  which  thefe  iflanders  re-» 
ceived  nails  and  other  articles  of  iron,  and  the 
eagernefs  which  they  ditplayed  to  obtain  tliem, 
proved  to  us  that  they  were  acquainted  with  this 
metal. 

Thefe  people  fhewed  at  firfl:  every  appearance 
of  honefly;  but  they  were  not  long  in  betraying 
their  inclination  fpr  theft,  as  foon  as  they  were 
almoft  certain  of  committing  it  with  impunity. 
We  had  occafion  to  remark,  that  the  oldeft  of 
them  were  the  moft  daring  thieves. 

This  little  ifland,  which  is  nearly  of  a circular 

T 2 form;, 
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form,  and  about  a demi-myriameter  in  length, 
is  in  latitude  2°  i8'  fouth,  and  longitude  145^  46' 
eafl.  . It  is  extremely  well  peopled,  for  we  faw 
there  near  three  hundred  inhabitants. 

The  whitifh  appearance  of  feveral  fpots  in 
the  ifland  where  fome  earth  had  fallen  in  and  dit- 

a 

covered  the  foil,  made  me  think  that  its  bafe  is 
of  a calcareous  nature,  like  the  greater  part  of  the 
iflands  of  the  South  Sea. 

As  foon  as  the  boats  were  hoifted  in  we  fleered 
eafl  by  north. 

I'he  next  day,  the  30th,  we  flood  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  Admiralty  Iflands.  We  there  law  a 
mountainous  and  pretty  extenlive  ifland  occupy- 
ing the  centre  of  this  group,  the  outlines  of  which 
are  formed  of  a great  number  of  flat  iflots,  which 
feem  to  have  recently  emerged  from  the  bofom  of 

the  deep.  They  are  almofl  all  linked  to  each 

« 

oilier  by  reefs  and  fand-banks. 

At  funfet  we  were  a myriameter  and  a half  to 
’the  north-eall  of  the  iflots  ncarefl  to  the  pria- 
•^ipal  ifland. 

On  the  31ft,  as  foon  as  the  day  broke,  we 

I 

fleered  weft  fouth-wefl,  to  draw  in  with  the  land. 
In  tlie  diftance  were  feen  fome  canoes,  which 
^by  the  tauntnefs  of  their  mafis  and  the  fpread 
of  their  fliils  appeared  to  be  much  larger  than 
. tlicy  really  were. 

We  were  under  the  lee  of  thefc  iflands,  in  a 

very 
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very  extenfive  cove  formed  by  their  fliores,  and 
we  kept  at  about  three  kilometers  from  the  coad. 
W e founded  fevcral  times  with  a line  of  lixty- 
cight  fathoms  without  finding  bottom. 

We  perceived  a great  many  cocoa-palms  on 
molt  of  the  ifiots.  A vafl  concourfe  of  natives 
had  come  down  to  the  fhore,  and  fome  advanced 
as  far  as  the  adjacent  reefs.  The  ifiots  where  we 
remarked  no  cocoa-nut  trees  feemed  to  be  unin- 
habited^ for  we  did  not  fee  on  them  a finglc 

Several  canoes  were  launched,  a,  great  many 
were  itill  on  the  beach,  and  fix  which  had  jufl: 
fet  their  fails  direfled  their  courfe  towards  us. 
We  immediately  brought  to,  in  order  to  wait  for 
them  : fome  were  conduced  by  feven  men,  and 
others  by  nine.  Having  got  within  the  difiance 
of  fix  hundred  meters  of  our  Ihip,  thefe  lavages 
took  in  their  fail,  and  made  life  of  their  paddles, 
to  come  fiill  nearer  to  us.  Each  canoe  was  under 
the  orders  of  a chief,  who,  from  the  middle  of  a 
platform  on  which  he  flood  up,  directed  all  its 
movements.  As  foon  as  thefe  canoes  had  ad- 
vanced about  three  hundred  meters  by  paddling, 
they  flopped,  and  from  this  difiance  one  of  thefe 
chiefs  raifed  his  voice  and  made  a fpeech  to  us  : 
his  eloquençe  was  quite  loft  ; but  the  figns  which 
he  made  left  us  no  doubt  that  he  was  inviting  us 
to  come  on  fhom.  The  paddlers,  probably,  were 

T 3 not 
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not  allowed  to  fpeak,  but  they  joined  their  ligns 
of  invitation  to  thofe  of  their  chief. 

We  endeavoured  on-  our  fide  to  prevail  on 
them  to  come  nearer  to  our  fhips.  They  could 
not  redd  the  fight  of  fome  large  pieces  of  red 
cloth,  and  after  having  appeared  to  hold  a coun- 
cil, they  advanced  a little. 

Some  of  the  officers,  imagining  that  the  found 

of  the  bell  would  be  agreeable  to  them,  the  bells 

of  both  ffiips  were  immediately  fet  a going  ; but, 

as  feveral  peiTons  had  forefeen,  this  noife,  intlead 

of  attracting  the  favages,  made  them  take  to 

flight  : however,  various  flags  which  w'e  waved 

about,  and  a few  tunes  which  our  fiddler  played, 

determined  tliem  to  conle  back  towards  us. 

» 

In  hopes  that  prefents  might  gain  their  confi- 
dence, we  had  jufi  thrown  to  them  an  empty  bottle, 
and  vve  fully  expected  that  they  would  lay  hold 
of  it  as  foon  as  it  was  near  them,  but  they  doubt- 
lefs  confidered  it  as  a fatal  gift,  for  they  looked  at 
it  only  to  get  out  of  its  way. 

Some  nails  and  knives  faflened  on  a plank 
which  was  low'cred  down  to  them,  gave  rife  to 
fhouts  of  joy,  when  the  favage  who  untied  them 
held  them  up  to  the  reft  : thefe  natives  therefore 
know  the  ufe  of  iron. 

None  had  yet  ventured  to  touch  the  bottle  ; hut 
the  prefents  which  they  had  now  received  gained 

us  their  confidence,  and  one  of  them  went  and 

took 
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took  pofleffion  of  it,  after  having,  with  a piece  of 
volcanic  ftone,  cut  the  line  to  whicn  it  was  matle 

fall. 

Thefe  natives  now  made  no  difficulty  in  ap: 
proaching  quite  dote  to  our  fhip?  without,  how- 
ever, confenting  to  come  on  board.  By  degrees 
the  number  of  the  canoes  increafed,  and  traffic 
was  carried  on  with  all  poffible  fairnefs . we 
even  law  feveral  of  thele  lavages,  who,  ha\ing 
been  puffied  off  from  our  ffiipby  the  great  crowd 
of  canoes,  before  they  had  been  able  to  pay  for 
the  article  which  they  had  purchafed,  made  every 
effort  to  bring  back  its  equivalent.  They  affi- 
duoully  fought  for  the  perfon  to  whom  they  were 
indebted,  and  fome  returned  even  at  the  expira- 
tion of  half  an  hour,  and  delivered  the  value  of 
the  goods  they  had  received, 

A very  remarkable  fingularity  is  the  ufe  to 
which' they  apply  the  fhell  defignated  by  the 
name  of  hi//a  ovuni  (fee  Flate  IlL),  They  each 
had  one  fufpended  at  the  extremity  of  the  penis  : 
•for  this  purpofe  they  had  made  an  opening  above 
the  mod  inflated  part  of  this  fhell,  in  order  to 
lodge  in  it  the  glans  : fo  whimfical  an  appendage 
diverted  our  people  exceedingly.  Thefe  natives 
made  great  difficulties  in  parting  with  this  orna- 
ment, on  which  they  feemed  to  fet  a great  value  : 
in  truth,  its  dazzling  whitenefs  formed  a very 
flriking  contraft  with  the  blacknefs  of  their  flein. 

T 4 I cannot, 
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I caiinôt,  however,  affirm,  that  ideas  of  fhàme 
had  no  fhare  in  their  adopt! ng.this  fantaftical  de- 
coration ; for  when  they  detached  this  fhell  to  fell 
it  to  us,  they  failed  not  to  turn  about  and  cover 
their  genitals,  by  letting  down  their  girdle  ; but 
thofe  who  wore  no  girdle^  having  nothing  where- 
with to  conceal  their  parts,  took  off  their  fliell  with- 
out any  ceremony.  Thefe  people,  very  different 
from  many  other  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea, 
leave  the  prepuce  all  the  extent  which  it  has 
received  from  Nature.  It  was  eafy  to  fee  that  the 
compreffion  of  the  fhell  on  the  upper  part  of  the 
prepuce,  frequently  caufes  on  it  a very  confpicu- 
ous  tumour  ; this  tumour  is  fometimes  of  a white 
colour,  the  reticular  texture  of  the  Ikin  having 
been  deftroyed  in  confequence  of  an  inflammation 
occafloned  by  the  compreffion.  It  fhould  feera 
that  it  is  neceffary  to  have  attained  a certain  age 
to  wear  this  fhell,  for  the  only  boy  that  we  faw 
was  the  only  perfon  who  wore  nohe. 

The  great  number  of  canoes  by  which  we  were 
furrounded  prevented  feveral  from  coming  near' 
Our  fhip  ; but  fomb  of  the  paddlers  jumped  over- 
board and  fwam  to  bring  us  their  articles  of  traf- 
fic. Thefe  iflanders  preferred  bits  of  iron,  what- 
ever rùight’be  their  fhape,  to  every  thing  that  we 
could  offer ‘them  ; they  fo  well  diffinguifhed  this, 
metal  from  every  other  fubflance;  that  even  the 

rufl  did  not  prevent  them  from  rctoghiflilg'it:  ' ' 

1 imagined 
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I imagined  that  habit  would  have  rendered 
thefe  lavages  excellent  Iwimmers  ; but  their  nio-  . 
tions  are  too  precipitate,  and  differ  only  in  that 
refpea  from  thofe  of  our  good  European  fwim- 
mers.  They  mud,  however,  have  made  no  great 
efforts  to  fupport  themlelves  in  the  water,  for 
part  of  their  head  was  funk  in  it,  fo  that  they 
were  obliged  to  keep  their  mouths  fhut  : feveral 
fupported  themlelves  by  the  motion  of  their 
feet  alone,  while  they  were  faftening  to  the  end 
of  our  lines  their  articles  of  exchange. 

If  we' may  judge  of  the  difpofition  of  thefe  in- 
habitants by  their  condudl  towards  us,  their  man* 
ners  are  extremely  mild  ; an  air  of  good  nature 
was  depicted  in  their  features.  Far  different  front 
the  favages  of  the  little  ifland  which  we  had  vi- 
fited  two  days  before,  they  gave  us  marks  of  the 
ftrictefl  probity.  It  is  aflonifhing  to  meet  with  * 
fo  much  difference  in  the  manners  of  favages  at 
fuch  a fhort  diftance  from  each  other,  and  who 
are  equally  bordering  on  a date  of  nature.  Their 
oppodte  behaviour  towards  us,  proceeded,  per^ 
haps,  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  little  idand 
having  had  to  deal  ordy  with  boats,  while  the  latter 
trafdcked  with  fhips,  which  kept  them  in  awe. 

The  chiefs  of  each  canoe  generally  made  the* 
paddlers  give  up  the  articles  which  they  received 
from  us.  ’ We  faw  with  much  concern  that 
they  fometimes  employed  force  to  get  from  them 


our 
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our  prefents.  One  of  the  paddlers  had  jufi:  re- 
ceived a Imall  piece  of  red  ferge,  and  he  was  fo 
tenacious  of  his  bargain  that  he  would  not  part 
with  it  to  one  of  the  chiefs,  till  the  latter  had 
compelled  him  to  do  fo  by  giving  him  a found 
drubbiniT. 

At  the  fame  moment,  in  another  canoe,  one  of 
thefe  iflanders  was  treated  by  a chief  in  a manner 
equally  harfli,  becaufe  the  poor  fellow,  being  in- 
tent in  gazing  at  our  fhips,  neglefled  to  bale  out 
the  water  which  the  canoe  was  fhipping. 

The  favages  who  jumped  overboard  to  come 
and  exchange  their  goods  for  ours,  formed  a com- 
petition which,  ere  long,  excited  the  jealoufy  of 
thofe  whofe  canoes  were  near  the  thip  : the  latter 
took  the  greateft  care  to  preferve  their  place  ; they 
tried  to  keep  off  the  fwimmers,  and  did  not  permit 
them  to  reft  themfelves  on  their  canoes  : the 
fonner  being  obliged  to  fwim  continually  to  bring 
us  their  articles  of  exchange,  gave  a great  appear- 
ance of  buftlc  to  this  lingular  place  of  traffic. 

Thefe  natives,  like  thofe  we  had  feen  two  da}’^ 
before,  valued  our  nails  much  more  than  our 
'knives. 

Several  held  in  their  hands  calebafhes  of  dif* 
ferent  fhapes,  filled  with  lime,  reduced  to  a very 
fine  powder;  others  preferved  their  lime  in  joints 
of  bamboo  : one  of  them,  who  had  a fpoon  in  the 
form  of  a fpatula,  filled  it  with  lime,  and  holding 
■ ‘ ' it 
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ît  Up  to  US,  doubtlefs  with  an  intention  of  extol- 
ling its  good  qualities,  made  great  motions  with 
his  mouth,  at  the  fame  time  fvveUing  out  his 
cheeks  prodigioufly,  and  feemed  to  wifli  to  per- 
fuade  us  that  this  lime  produced  a very  agreeable 
fenfation. 

Another  chief  had  a fmall  bundle  of  the  leaves 
of  the  pepper-tree  called  piper  firihoa,  Linn.  They 
probably  chew  it  with  the  cafhew-nut,  for  we  did 
not  fee  in  their  mouth  any  of  the  traces  which 
accompany  the  maflication  of  betel.  Befides, 
we  remarked  thefe  articles  of  luxury  only  in  the 
hands  of  the  chiefs,  to  whom  they  feemed  exclu- 
fively  referved. 

A few  of  thefe  favages  wore  bracelets  cut  out 
of  large  fliells,  among  which  I recognifed  fome 
fca-ears  fmooth  in  the  middle  and  on  the  margins. 

The  greater  part  had  their  ears  bored,  and 
different  fhells  fattened  to  them  ; it  is  the  interior 
lobe  of  the  ear,  which,  after  having  pierced  it,  they 
are  in  the  habit  of  ditlending  fo  prodigioufly, 
that  it  hanses  down  lower  than  the  fhoulder  as 
may  be  feen  in  Plate  IIL  It  appears  that  it  is 
by  means  of  elatlic  rings  introduced  into  thefe 
holes  that  they  produce  fo  great  a diflention. 
The  boy  of  whom  I have  already  fpoken  had  two 
of  thofe  rings  in  his  ears.  ^ 

I 

Their  hair  is  curly  and  of  a black  colour  ; they 
redden  it  frequently  with  ochre  mixed  with  oil; 

I occationally 
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occafionally  they  turn  it  up  with  a binder  made  of 
the  bark  of  trees.  Their  Ikin,  which  is  of  a light 
black,  is  fomctimes  painted  with  red  in  different 
parts  of  the  bo  ly,  and  efpecially  the  face. 

We  faw  in  their  pofTeflion  neither  bows,  nor 
clubs,  but  only  fome  darts  from  a meter  and  a 
half  to  two  meters  long.  (See  Plate  XXXVIIL 
Fig,  25.)  The  volcanic  ftone  with  which  thefe 
were  armed  was  flrarp  on  each  edge,  and  its  whole 
length  was  three  fourths  of  a decimeter  : this  agate 
was  fixed  at  one  of  the  ends  of  the  dart,  where  it 
was  faflened  by  means  of  a cord  covered  with  a 
fpecics  of  mafiic.  • • 

This  weapon  mufi  be  dangerous  among  a peo- 
ple who  wear  no  clothing.  Their  fivin  being 
cx>nfiantly  naked,  mufi,  particularly  in  the  part§ 
where  it  is  a little  difiended,  be  cafily  penetrated 
])y  fo  iharp  a fione. 

Perhaps  this  volcanic  fione  is  not  very  common 
at  the  Admiralty  Ifiands,  for  thefe  favages  had 
alfo  other  darts  tipped  wdth  a fharp  piece  of  wop.d 
in  lieu  of  agate. 

Several  bad  in  the  feptum  of  the  nofe  a hole 
bored,  through  which  they  had  pafied  a firing, 
at  the  extremities  of  which  were  fufpended  fome 
eye-teeth,  twice  as  long  as  tbofe  of  a man.  One 
of  the  favages  who  wore  this  0:rnament  vvifhed  to 
difpofe  of  it  : a chief,  in  entting  with  a piece  of 

volcanic  fione  the  fliort  .firing  to  which  it  was, 

hanging. 
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banging,  bad  the  awkwardnefs  to  wound  the  na- 
tive that  was  decorated  with  this  appendage. 

An  order  which  the  Admiral  had  juft  given 
had  prodigioufiy  deadened  the  traffic  ; and  yet 
thcle  natives  had  ftill  a great  many  things  of 
which  they  wiffied  to  difpoie.  One  of  the  chiefs 
amufed  u$  exceedingly  with  his  calebaffi  filled 
with  lime,  all  the  properties  of  which  he  feemed 
to  point  out  to  us  with  no  fmall  degree  of  often- 
tation,  expelling,  no  doubt,  to  turn  it  to  a better 
account.  It  would  have  been  no  eafy  matter  to 
imitate,  with  more  addrefs  than  he  did,  the  gef- 
tures  of  our  mofi  attractive  venders  of  Ipecifics. 

We  did  not  fee  in  the  pofieffion  of  thefe 

iflanders  any  effects  which  had  belonged  to  Eu- 

* 

ropcans.  As  our  people  had  almoll:  done  pur- 
chafing,  tliey  quitted  us  to  go  towards  the  Efpe- 
rance,  carrying  with  them  the  remainder  of  their 
commodities. 

Their  canoes, 'which  are  made  of  the  trunk  of 
a tree  hollowed  out,  and  its  fides  railed  with 
planks,  are  not  more  than  two  thirds  of  a meter 
in  their  extreme  breadth,  by  ten  meters  in  length  : 
planks  placed  acrofs  internally,  fiipport  their  fides, 
and  form  fo  many  partitions,  at  the  bottom  of 
which  the  paddlers  fit,  near  the  extremities  of  the 
canoe. 

Thefe  canoes  have  an  outrigger  about  four  me- 
ters long,  and  which  extends  laterally  nearly'' the 

faune 
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fame  diflance.  On  the  oppofite  hde  is  another 
outrigger,  which  does  not  dip  into  the  water, 
and  which  is  two  meters  and  a half  in  length: 
it  ferves  to  fleady  the  fail  ; the  chief  fits  on  it 
fometimes,  but  he  mofl  commonly  remains  on  a 
platform  made  like  a grating,  which  covers  the 
whole  extent  of  the  upper  part  of  the  outrigger. 

The  fail  is  made  of  matting,  and  has  the  re- 
gular fhape  of  a fquare,  the  fides  of  which  are 
four  meters  in  length  : two  cylindrical  fpars  of 
the  fame  dimenfions,  and  bv  which  it  is  bor- 
dered  on  the  two  oppofite  fides,  fupply  the  place 
of  a yard.  When  this  fail  is  trimmed  for  going 
on  a wind,  one  of  its  diagonals  is  always  fitu- 
ated  vertically,  and  one  of  its  angles  extends  up- 
w ards  of  a meter  beyond  the  height  of  the  maft, 
w hich  is  fix  meters  long.  The  wind  operates 
powerfully  on  lb  taunt  a fail,  and  gives  to  thefe 
canoes  an  imjiulfe,  which  makes  them  divide  the 
water  with  aftonifhing  rapidity. 

Sometimes  thefe  fav^ages,  when  they  wifh  to 
go  flowly,  do  not  make.uib  of  their  mails  ; they 
^.then  raife  to  the  height  of  about  a meter  and  a 
half,  in  a horizontal  pofition,  one  of  the  fides  of 
their  fail,  while  the  remainder  is.  ftowed  on  the 
canoe  ; but,  in  this  manner,  they  can  fail  only 
before  the  wind. 

Their  paddles  arq  very  broad  in  the  blade, 

and  have  a handle  about  two  meters  long.  They 
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uic  them  as  our  fallors  do  thcir  oars:  the  paddle 
aéts  as  a lever  of  the  fécond  dais,  the  fulcrum 
of  which  is  the  gunnel- of  the  canoe.  A favage 
placed  near  the  flcrn  fleers  with  his  paddle. 

After  having  remained  lying  to  till  half  pafl: 
ten  o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  continued  to  fol~ 
low  the  coaft,  which,  in  its  diredion  towards 
the  wefl,  is-conflantly  bordered  by  iflots  con- 
neded  to  each  other  by  reefs.  We  remarked 
beyond  thefe  reefs  feveral  places  for  catching 
flfh,  made  with  flakes  fixed  in  the  water  at  a 
certain  diftance  from  the  beach  ; they  refembled 
thofe  which  we  afterwards  faw  at  the  Moluccas. 

As  foon  as  we  had  filled,  the  canoes  made  fail 
in  order  to  accompany  us.  We  admired  the  ce- 
lerity with  which  this  flotilla  fkimmed  along  the 
water.  Although  it  blew  pretty  frefh,  thefe  little 
veffcls  greatly  outfailed  our  fhips. 

Quite  clofe  to  a fifhing-place,  much  larger  • 
than  thofe  we  had  jufl  feen,  were  feventeen  ca- 
noes, which  immediately  began  to  paddle  to- 
wards us.  We  brought  to,  in  order  to  wait  for 
them  ; but  as,  notwithftanding  our  invitations, 
they  kept  at  the  diflance  of  a kilometer  from  the 
fhip,  we  made  fail  again,  fleering  wefl  by  fouth. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  day  two  canoes  put  off 
from  the  coaft,  and  direded  their  courfe  tow^ards 
us.  It  was  dark  when  they  got  within  hail.  One 
^f  thç  chiefs  immediately  fpoke  to  us  in  a very 
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loud  tone.  It  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  all 
thefe  natives  have  a very  thrill  voice.  As  it  was 
almofl  calm,  we  endeavoured  to  attraâ  them  to 
our  fhip  ; but  they  would  not  venture  to  ap- 
proach near  enough  to  receive  our  prefents. 

It  was  imagined  by  fomc  of  our  officers,  that 
a fky^  rocket  would  afford  them  a great  deal  of 
pleafure  ; but  it  was  quite  the  reverfe  : this  light 
ferved  only  to  frighten  them,  and  they  made  off 
with  precipitation. 

Notwitlffianding  the  darknefs  of  the  night, 
thefe  two  canoes  returned,  taking  advantage  of 
our  top-light.  We  fent  them  a few  articles  of 
hardware,  fattened  to  a plank,  on  which  was 
fixed  a lighted  candle.  This  light,  which  we 
were  vifibly  leaving,  fixed  their  whole  attention; 
but  they  durll  not  approach  within  three  or  four 
hundred  meters  of  it,  and  they  kept  awayYrom 
our  fliip.  We  were  highly  amufed  at  hearing 
the  two  chiefs  for  a lon^x  time  addreffing;  their 
difeourfe  to  the  candle.  They  fpoke  with  inueh 
warmth,  thinking,  no  doubt,  that  fome  of  us 
were  coming  towards  them  with  this  light.  Pro- 
bably wearied  out  by  a filence  which  formed  fo 
fingular  a contrafi;  to  their  loquacity,  they  fet 
off,  at  the  expiration  of  two  hours,  towards  their 
ifland.  Durinrr  tlfis  time  we  had  obferved 
fires  lighted  on  the  fhorc,  perlups  to  indicate  to 
thefe  canoes  the  place  where  tliey  were  to  land. 

We 
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We  continued  lying  to  during  the  whole 
tiight. 

The  next  day,  the  ift  of  Au^nft,  we  faw  the 
weflern  extreniity  of  this  little  Archipelago,  which 
is  about  nine  myriametcrs  in  extent  from  eatt 
to  well.  The  weflernmoll  iflot  is  in  latitude 
2^  li'  36"  fouth,  and  longitude  143°  47'  38", 
eafl. 

Reefs  and  fand-banks  extended  beyond  it  a 
full  myriamctcr  and  a half  towards  the  fouth* 
well. 

We  prefently  faw  fome  other  reefs,  which  oc- 
cupy an  extent  of  a myriaraeter  from  call  to 
Well  : they  lie  in  the  latitude  of  13''  Ibuth,  and 
their  longitude  is  143  ’ 40'  call. 

During  the  night  we  ftood  under  an  eafy  fail  to 
the  well  north-wed. 

At  break  of  day  we  got  light  of  the  Hermits 
Iflands  difcovered  in  1781  by  Don  Francifco  Anto- 
nio Maurelli,  in  the  Spanilh  fhip  of  war  La  Pt  'm- 
cejja^  who  came  within  about  live  myriametcrs  of 
them.  Their  high  lands  feemed,  at  a dillance, 
to  leave  between  them  intervals  fufficiently  great 
to  afford  a paffage  for  fhips;  but  ere  long  we  dif- 
covered  their  low  coads  dretching  out  into  the 
fea;  and  we  didlnguifhed  the  reefs  by  which 
they  are  conneâed. 

This  little  Archipelago  is  compofed  of  thirteen 
idots,  in  the  midd  of  which,  as  at  , the  Admi- 
ralty 
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rally  îflands,  lies  a principal  ifland,  whole  eX-' 
tent  from  fouth-wefl:  to  north-ealt  is  abouf  three^ 
myriameters.  The  iflots  which  furround  it  on 
all  fides,  except  to  the  fouth,  are  very  fmall  and 
very  low. 

We  were  two  kilometers  to  the  northward  of 
thele  iflots,  and  to  leeward  of  the  northern 
point  of  the  great  illand,  when  vve  perceived 
fome  canoes  under  fail;  they  were  behind  the 
reefs,  between  which  we  faw  no  break  that  af- 
forded them  the  means  of  gaining  the  open  Tea, 
and  we  thought  that  they  could  not  clear  this 
barrier  ; but  having  come  quite  clofe  to  it,  the 
ravages  began  by  taking  in  their  fail^  and  getting 
into  the  water,  they  carried  their  canoe  over 
thefe  fhoals,  in  order  to  reach  the  offing. 

The  canoe  which  led  the  way  immediately 
fleered  towards  us  ; the  others,  five  in  number, 
followed  clofe  after  her.  We  hove  to,  in  order 
to  wait  for  them  ; but,  as  our  people  were  rather 
flow  in  their  motions,  the  Efpérance  being  aflern 
of  us,  became  the  nearefl  to  them,  and  they 
flood  towards  her  : at  firfi:  thefe  favages  kept  at 
about  the  diflance  of  two  hundred  meters  from 
her,  after  having  difplayed  much- intelligence  in 
.the  management  of  their  fail.  All  the  means 
tliat  were  employed  to  attradl  them  on  board 
were  ufelels;  they  came  near  enough  however  to 
throw  upon  deck  a few  of  the  fruits  called  ffon~- 
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dias  ^ytherea^  and  feveral  others  of  different 
ipecies  of  eugerùa,  all  very  good  to  eat.  The 
bottles  and  the  bits  of  cloth  which  we  gave 
them,  diffufed  among  them  the  motl  lively  joy  ; 
but  we  remarked  with  furprife,  that  they  fet 
little  value  on  iron. 

Like  all  the  other  favages  that  we  had  hitherto 
met  with,  thefe  earneftly  expreffed  a with  to  fee 
us  land  on  their  itland. 

One  of  the  canoes  advanced  towards  us,  while 
the  others  flood  in  for  the  coafl.  Notwithfland- 
ing  our  invitations,  thefe  natives  kept  at  three 
hundred  meters  frorn  out*  fhip.  They  were  afraid 
to  touch  the  différent  articles  which  we  fent 
them,  with  a View  of  gaining  their  confidence. 
Some,  however,  appeared  to  wifli  that  their  ca- 
noe fliDUld  come  near  enough  to  lay  hold  of 
them  ; but  the  fentiment  of  fear  prevailed  among 
the  greater  number. 

‘ It  was  noon  when  we  trimmed  our  fails,  in 
order  to  continue  our  route.  All  the  canoes 
then  refolved  to  follow  us  for  fome  time,  before 
they  returned  to  their  ifland  : the  one  that  had 
come  the  clofeft  to  our  fhip,  followed  us  with 
the  moft  perfevcrance  : this  was  a very  large 
canoe,  containing  thirty  favages,  who  appeared 
to  us  floater  than  the  inhabitants  of  the  Adm> 
ralty  Ifiands  ; they  were  of  the  fame  colour,  and 
flill  more  naked  ; for  we  faw  but  a Angle  one  of 
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them  that  was  adorned  with  the  fnell,  which 
the  inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands  wear  at  the  end 

V 

of  their  prepuce. 

Thefe  natives  had  advanced  towards  us  with 
very  pacific  views,  for  they  had  no  arms;  and 
from  the  Efperance,  which  fhip  they  had-  ap- 
proached nearer  than  they  did  ours,  .none  had 
been  perceived,  even  in  the  bottom  of  their  ca- 
noes : perhaps  they  had  imagined  that,  by,  pur- 
fuing  this  method,  they  might  induce  us  to  come 
on  fhore. 

Thefe  canoes,  although  fimilar  in  appearance 
to,  thofe  of  the  Admiralty  Iflands,  .are  not  near 
fo  good  failcrs  ; that  which  came  near  us  had 
then  only  one  fail,  but  ihe  fet  one  abaft,  in 
order  to  keep  up  with  us:  this  other  fail  was 
much  fmaller  than  that  fet  forward,  and  they 
were  both  in  the  form  of  a reftanglc,  one  of  the 
fides  of  which  was  almofi;  twice  the  length  of  the  ^ 
other  ; they  fet  them  in  the  manner  of  the  lug- 
fails  of  our  boats.  Their  large  fill,  which  was 
as  taunt  as  that  of  the  canoes  of  the  Admiralty 
Iflands,  came  down  much  lower,  and  was  con- 
fiderably  fcjuarer. 

The  group  of  the  Hermits  Iflands,  including 
the  reefs,  is  about  feven  myriameters  in  circum- 
ference. The  middle  of  thefe  iflands  is  in  lati- 
tude 1^  33'  38'''  fouth,  and  longitude  142®  41' 
eafl. 

^ ■ We 
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We  found  ourfelvcs  in  the  evening  quite  clofe 
to  the  eafternmoft  ifland  of  the  little  Archipelago 
to  which  Bougainville  has  given  the  name  of 
L'' Echiquier  (Chefs-board).  It  is  very  low,  and 
only  five  myriameters  to  the  weft  fouth-weft  of 
the  Hermits  Iftands.  Some  reefs  which  bar  the 
accefs  to  it  in  the  north- we  ft,  .form  a large  baftn, 
where  it  appeared  to  us  that  a fhip  would  find 
fufiicient  water  to  anchor.  ' ' 

A great  number  of  other  iftands  'were  feen 
from  the  north  to  the  well. 

We"  carried  little  fail  during  thé  night,  making 
fh or t boards,  in  order  to  keep  to  windward  of 
thefe  iftands. 

At  daybreak  on  the  3d,  the  eafiernmoft  ifland 
of  ihe  Echiquier  bore  fouth,  diftant  a demi-my- 
riameter:  it  lies  in  the  latitude  of  1°  29' fouth, 
and  longitude  of  142°  26'  eaft. 

We  then  flood  to  the  weftward,  and,  by  eight 
o’clock  in  the  morning,  we  had  reckoned  thirty 
frhall  iftands  from  the  eaft  north-eaft  to  the 
weft  fouth-weft.  ^ . 

We  fleered  towards  that  which  feemed  to  us 
the  moft  weflerly,  and  approached  it  within  the , 
diftahee  of  a defni-my riameter  : itds  fituated  in 
latitude  1°  34' fouth,  and  142°  10' eaft. 

All  thefe  iftands  are  connected  to  each  other 
by  reefs,  which  feem  to  leave  no  palfage.  Their 
lands  are  very  low,  and  covered  with  lofty  trees. 
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As  we  flood  on  we  faw  new  iflands,  and  we 
at  length  difcovered  the  routh-weflernmoft  ifland 
of  this  little  Archipelago  : it  is  in  latitude  39^ 
Ibuth,  and  longitude  141°  58' eaft.  This  is  not 
Joined  to  the  others  by  reefs. 

We  fpent  the  night  lying  to. 

< The  next  day,  the  4th,  we  defcried  towards 
laoon  a low  and  very  woody  ifland,  the  extent 
of  which  is  about  a niyriameter  and  a half.  This 
new  ifland  lies  in  the  latitude  of  1°  31'  fouth, 
and  longitude  of  140°  47'  eafl. 

We  a fterwards  difcovered  another  much  fmaller 
to  the  font h- weft  of  the  former,  from  which  it  is 
three  myriameters  difant  : this  latter  ifland  is 
equally  low,  and  is  covered  with  large  trees. 

• It  is  impoflible  to  behold  without  aftonifh- 
ment,  bn  the  low  lands  bordering  on  the  equa-f 
tor,  the  rapid  and  vigorous  growth  of  thefe  trees, 
to‘ which  the  atmofphere  furnifltes  at  once  fuper- 
abundant  heat  and  cxccffive  humidity. 

Although  we  had  been  for  fome  days  quite 
clofc  to  the  line,  and  the  heat  was  fuffocating, 
the  thermometer,  on  the  ^th  had  rifen  only 
to  24i'' 

We  faw  floating  fome  large  trees  that  had  been 
torn  by  the  waves  from  the^Iow  lands.  One  of 
thefe  trees,  which  had  fluck  to  the  bows  of  our 
fhip,  for  fome  time  deadened  our  way. 

At' five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  8th 

we 
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we  were  under  the  equator,  in  the  longitude  of 
135^  40'  eaft,  when  we  favv,  at  the  diftance  of 
one  third  of  a myriamcter,  a very  confidcrable 
water-fpout  forming  to  the  fouth-wcft.  Al- 
though the  air  was  perfedtly  Hill  around  us, 
the  fea  was  agitated  and  frothy  at  the  fpot 
where  the  watcr-fpout  originated.  A very  fmall 
cloud  was  itationary  at  a few  decimeters  above 
the  place  whence  it  rofe.  This  water-fpout  had 
the  form  of  two  very  elongated  cones,  united  at 
their  fummit;  the  hafe  of  one  of  thcfe  cones 

refted  on  the  fea,  that  of  the  other  was  loft  in  a 

( 

very  thick  cloud. 

The  clouds  feemed  to  me  agitated  by  a whirl- 
wind, which,  collecting  a great  quantity  of 
water,  was  pouring  down  in  torrents  : perhaps 
all  water- fpouts  are  formed  in  this  manner.  If, 
as  many  natural  philofbphers  alfert,  a water- 
fpout  fucked  up  the  water  of  the  fea  in  a great  vo- 
lume, this  water  ought  to  be  as  fait  at  the  time 
of  its  fall,  as  at  the  moment  of  its  elevation, 
which  by  no  means  accords  with  experience  : a 
perfon  worthy  of  credit,  who  faw  two  fall  on 
board  a fhip,  aiTured  me,  that  they  had  con- 
ftantly  difcharged  frefh  water.  In  the  contrary 
iuppofition,  this  phenomenon  is  eafy  to  be  ex^ 
plained. 

The  limpidity  of  the  fea-water  was  changed 
during  the  whole  day  of  the  9th'  by  fucus,  con- 
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fifting  of  very  fhort  and  very  ftringy  filaments, 
which  I again  met  witli  on  the  6th  of  Septem*? 
her,  when  I fhall  fpeak  of  it  more  at  length. 

Sharks  are  very  nainerous  in  thefe  feas.  Se^ 
v.cral  were  taken  of  the  fpecies  the  moll  widely 
difFufed  (fqualus  carcharias).  There  was  one  of 
thefe  of  a middling  lize^  which  allonifhed  us  by 
its  voracity.  Although  pricked  by  four  different 
hooks  in  lefs  than  half  an  hour,  it  followed  us 
till  it  fuffered  itlclf  to  be  caught. 

Being  abreafl  of  New  Guinea,  within  eight 
minutes  of  the  equino61ial  line,  the  thermometer 
ftOv>d  at  no  more  than  23°,  although  we  ex- 
perienced -nn  intolerable  degree  of  heat,  far 
more  violent  than  that  felt  in  Europe,  with  the 
fame  elevation  of  the  thermometer.  In  recalling 
to  mi,iid  that  this  inlirument  is  an  incorrect  mea- 
fure  of  the  fenfible  heat,  I mufl  obferve,*  that  I 
am  hill  fpcaking  of  a mercurial  thermometer 
graduated  according  to  Reaumur’s  fcale. 

On  the  nth,  the  Efpérance  had  like  to  have 
run  foul  of  us  for  the  fixth  time  fince  our  depar- 
ture from  Europe.  The  fluke  of  our  anchor 
hooked  the  horfe  of  her  fpritTall  yard:  fortu- 
nately we  fucceeded  in  keeping  the  two  fhips 
clear  of  each  other  by  means  of  a boom,  which 
was  immediately  placed  between  them.  As  it 
was  calm,  two  boats  were  hoifled  out,  in  order  to 
tow  the  fhips  away  from  one  another  : thefe 
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boats  then  dllcovered  the  direflion  of  the  cur^ 
rents,  which  fet  us  to  the  north  north-eaft,  at  the 
rate  of  half  a knot  an  hour. 

On  the  1 2th,  at  daybreak,  we  got  fight  of 
the  largeft  of  Schouten’s  Iflands,  which  bore 
foulh  by  eafi-. 

, The  furface  of  the  fea  was  violently  agitated 
throughout  a great  fpace,  where  the  Efpérance 
was  going  to  pals  in  following  the  courfe  fhe 
w^as  fieering  : Captain  Huon  was  afraid  that  this 
might  proceed  from  breakers,  and  put  about  ; 
but  the  illufion  prefently  difappeared.  This 
motion  was  occafioned  by  a very  confiderable 
fhoal  of  fifhes,  which  were  rifing  to  the  furface  of 
the  water  : they  were  followed  by  a great  num- 
ber of  birds. 

Although  this  was  the  period  of  the  eafi  mon- 
foon,  yet,  for  the  laft  four  days,  the  wind  blew 
from  the  fouth-wefi  to  the  north-wefi  ; but  it 
backed  round  to  the  fouth-eafi  on  the  14th  of 
Auguft. 

The  fame  day  we  got  fight  of  a fmall  ifland, 
very  contiguous  to  New  Guinea,  and  tw^o  myria- 
meters  and  a half  to  the  eafiward  of  Providence 
Ifland  ; it  lies  in  the  latitude  of  1 8'  48''  fouth, 
^nd  longitude  of  133°  8'  47''  eafi. 

The  continuance  of  the  violent  heat  in  thefe 
feas,  accelerated  the  decompofition  of  our  wa- 
ter : this  circumfiance  was  the  more  unpleafant, 
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ns -that  to  which  we  were  reduced  was  a little 
brackifh  ; for  the  firft  calks  that  were  taken  on 
ihore  at  Carteret’s  Harbour  were  filled  much  too 
near  the  fea,  and  this  water  had  not  been  llarted, 
notwithdanding  its  bad  qualit}\  Betides,  not 
to  lighten  the  fhip,  it  is  cudomary  to  fill  with 
fait  water  the  empty  calks,  as  foon  as  the  frefli 
water,  which  they  contained,  has  been  expended  : 
this  renders  it  necefiary  to  clean  them  well  when 
it  is  wilhed  to  fill  them  with  frelh  water  ; but  the 
captain  of  the  hold,  to  whom  this  bufinefs  was 
entrufied,  feldom  took  fo  much  trouble  ; it  was 
eafy,  with  the  machine  which  I have  already 
mentioned,  to  deprive  the  water  of  its  inflam- 
mable air,  but  it  dill  retained  a brackilh  tafie. 

During  part  of  the  night  of  the  1 8th,  the  wind 

had  roared  over  the  lands  of  New  Guinea,  and 

« 

had  fent  us  a great  deal  of  rain.  The  Iky  feemed 
to  announce  a temped  ; but  the  dorms  near  tlic 
equator  have  a far  more  menacing  alpedl  than 
they  are  in  reality  dangerous,  and  it  was  not 
long  before  we  enjoyed  very  fine  weather. 

We  faw,  dretching  from  ead  to  wed,  a fine 
chain  of  mountains,  the  mod  lofty  of  which  ap- 
peared to  be  at  lead  fifteen  hundred  meters  in 
perpendicular  height:  the  large  trees  with  which 
they  were  covered,  added,  in  a peculiar  degree, 
to  the  beauty  of  the  landfcape. 
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On  the  19th,  being  in  the  latitude  of  i8' 
fouth,  and  longitude  of  130®  52'  eafl,  and  at  two 
]dlometers  didance  from  New  Guinea,  we  founds 
ed  with  a line  of  a hundred  fathoms,  without 
flriking  ground. 

The  lird  indications  we  had  of  this  country 
being  inhabited,  were  two  fires,  the  fmoke  of 
which  we  faw  rifing  from  the  foot  of  the  large 
trees  fituated  near  the  coad. 

We  were  at  this  time  not  far  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope  of  New  Guinea,  which  we  doubled, 
at  the  diflance  of  two  kilometers.  It  is  in  latw 
tude  0°  20'  fouth,  and  130^^34'  ead.  We  were 
aftonifhed  that  Forred,  in  other  refpecds  a very 
accurate  navigator,  fhould  have  been  fo  greatly 
midaken  with  rcfpedl  to  its  true  latitude  ; that 
which  be  has  given  differed  from  ours,  by  being 
more  than  a third  of  a degree  to  the  northward. 

The  eafterly  variation  of  the  compafs,  after 
having  gradually  dimlnifhed,  w^s  now  no  more 
than  a degree  and  a half  ead. 

Being  detained  by  the  calms,  we  were*  waiting 
in  order  to  range  along  the  coad  of  New  Guinea 
for  the  fea  breeze,  which  did  not  fpring  up  till 
about  three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  The  banks 
qC  the  diore  were,  for  the  mod  part,  perpen- 
dicular. I remarked,  however,  a few  fpots,  the 
gentle  declivity  of  which  afforded  a fmall  fandy 
beach,  where  it  would  have  been  eafy  to  land. 

In 


VOYAGE  TN  SEARCH 


300 

In  the  courfe  of  the  morning  of  the  21ft  we 
were  very  near  the  two  little  iflands  of  Mif- 
palu.  The  fmallell  is  in  latitude  0°  20'  fouth, 
and  longitude  130"^  j'  eafl  ; and  the  largeft  lies  in 
latitude  19^  fouth,  and  longitude  130®  4' 
3c"  eall. 

On  the  23d  we  ran  very  clofe  along  the  ihores  of 
New  Guinea,  in  the  intention  of  entering  among 
the  Moluccas,  by  Watfon’s  Strait.  It  would  have 
been  an  agreeable  circumftance  to  us  to  explore 
this  Strait,  which  is  much  Icfs  frequented  than 
thofe  that  lie  farther  to  the  weftward.  We  fhould, 
betides,  have  had  the  advantage  of  keeping  more 
to  windward,  than  in  going  through  Pitt’s  Strait, 
which  the  continuance  of  the  foutherly  winds  in- 
duced  us  to  fiand  into.  ^ ^ 

About  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning,  being 
to  the  north-wed,  and  quite  clofe  to  its  opening, 
we  found  ourfelves  011  a fhoal,  which  dretches 
out  from  the  coad  of  Batanta  upwards  of  a my- 
riameter  into  the  offing.  We  had  already  run 
pretty  far  over  it  when  the  ’lead  gave  us  eight 
fathoms  water,  with  a rocky  bottom.  It  was 
a bank  of  coral,  all  the  whitenefs  of  which  the 
limpidity  of  the  water  allowed  us  to  diftinguiffi. 
We  were  obliged  to  put  about,  in  order  to  extri- 
cate ourfelves  from  this  dangerous  dtuation. 

We  entered  the  Strait  about  half  pad  two 

I 

o’clock  in  the  afternoon.  A canoe,  which  we 
' perceived 
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perceived  at  its  entrance  near  the  Batanta  coall^ 
appeared  to  us  for  a moment  to  diredt  her  courfc 
towards  the  Efpdrance;  but  fhe  foon  returned 
to  the  fhore. 

Having  brought  to  for  fome  time  to  wait  for 
the  Efpérance,  we  remarked  that  the  currents 
carried  us  pretty  rapidly  through  the  Strait.  As 
the  tides  have  much  influence  on  thefe  currents, 
they  flackened  conflderably  towards  midnight, 
and  early  the  next  morning. 

Five  canoes  were  coafting  along  the  eafi:  fhore, 
at  a good  diftance  from  each  other.  We  re- 
marked one  of  them  that  had  hoifled  a flag,  which 
we  took  for  Portugiiefe  colours.  The  wind  car- 
ried us  dofe  to  the  Salwattycoafl,  and  prevented  us 
from  fianding  tcw^ards  them;  befldes,  none  of 
them  appeared  inclined  to  come  near  us.  Thefe 
ravages  knew  not  our  intentions  ; perhaps  they 
were  apprehenflve  that  we  were  forae  of  thofe 
Europeans  who  are  induced,  through  cupidity, 
to  employ  every  means  of  enticing  them  on  board 
in  order  to  make  flaves  of  them. 

Pitt’s  S\rait  is  fkirted  by  high  land,  covered 
every  where  with  large  trees. 

We  continued  lying  to  the  whole  night,  and 
at  nine  o’clock  in  the  evening  we  heard,  towards 
the  welt  fhore,  the  voice  of  fornc  natives,  who 
feemed  to  be  addreflingthemfelves  to  us.  A Are 
appeared  at  the  fame  time,  on  the  v;cft  point  of 
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the  entrance,  near  the  place  from  which  a canof$ 
had  put  off,  at  the  time  of  our  arrival  in  the 
Strait. 

On  the  24th,  at  daybreak,  we  were  quite  clofa 
to  Padage  Ifland,  and  we  perceived  on  the  Ba- 
tanta  coaft,  a fmall  village,  whence  came  out  a 
few  inhabitants,  who  appeared  to  view  us  with 
much  indifference.  * 

Pitt’s  Strait,  the  length  of  which  is  about  five 
myriameters,  from  weft  fouth-weft  to  eaft  north- 
caft,  is  a myriameter  in  its  mean  width.  When 
we  tried  for  foundings,  we  could  not  firike 
ground  with  a line  of  a hundred  and  twenty-five 

fathoms  ; but  the  boat  which  founded  within 

\ 

two  hundred  meters  of  the  coafl,  found  bottom 
at  the  depth  of  from  fifteen  to  eighteen  fathoms^ 
with  calcareous  rocky  ground. 

We  put  about  to  avoid  fome  fhoals,  which 
lie  at  the  outlet  of  the  Strait,  very  near  to  the 
Batanta  coaft.  Several  perfons,  however,  were 
of  opinion,  that  there  was  a fufficient  depth  of 
water  for  our  fhips  to  go  over  them. 

The  opening  of  the  Strait  on  this  fide  is  near 
three  myriameters  wide  : we  here  remarked  two 
iflots  very  near  the  Batanta  coafi. 

The  wefi  point  of  Salwatty  we  found  to  be  in 
the  latitude  of  1®  2'  10"  fouth,  and  longitude  of 
128^^  32'  eaft. 
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The  conftancy  of  the  fouth  fouth-eaft  winds 
deprived  us  of  all  hopes  of  doubling  the  ifland 
of  Myfol  to  the  eaftvvard.  We  were  therefore 
obliged  to  determine  on  making  the  land  to  the 
northward  of  Ceram,  in  order  to  fhape  our  courfe 
to  the  weft  ward  from  that  ifland  to  Amboy  na. 

At  fix  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were  at  the 
diftance  of  three  myriamcters  from  Popo  Ifland, 
which  bore  fouth  6®  weft. 

The  next  day,  the  25th,  we  coafted  it,  leaving 
it  on  the  ftarboard  hand,  at  the  di fiance  of  a 
myriameter  and  a half:  it  exhibits  a flat  country, 
from  the  middle  of  winch  rife  three  fmall  moun- 
tains clofe  to  each  other.  A few  iflots  were  teen 
very  near  it,  to  the  fouth-weft.  This  clufter 
occupies  an  extent  of  near  three  myriameters 
from  north -eaft  to  fouth-weft. 

Popo  Ifland  is  in  latitude  9'  14"  fouth,  and 
longitude  izy®  40'  eaft. 

We  faw  Kanary  Ifland,  Myfol  Ifland,  and 
part  of  the  iflots  which  furround  them. 

In  the  forenoon  we  loft  a young  failor,  named 
Pichot,  who  died  of  a marafmus,  the  confequence 
of  a dyfentery,  to  which  he  had  beenTubjed  for 
the  laft  fix  months. 

On  the  26th,  the  pofition  of  Kanary  Ifland 
was  fixed  at  the  latitude  of  1®  5 36'''  fouth,  and 
longitude  of  127®  33'  eaft. 


In 
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In  the  çaurfe  of  the^day  of  the  27th,  the  fliip 
was  furrounded  by  twenly.-feven  whales^  which 
were  fix  or  feven  meters  in  length:  ,they  were 
fuihciently  numerous  to  afford  adventurers,  by 
the  oil  which  may  be  extr^âed  from  them,  an 
ample  return  for  their  expenfeSi  . ^ 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  dif- 
covprcd  thejiigh. mountains  of  Cerarn,  which  ex- 
tending from.fouth-caft  to  fouth  fouth-wefl,  pre- 
fented  to  us  a very  beautiful  afpe6l. 

So  liigh  mountains  mufl  enfure  the  independ- 
ence of  the  inhabilants  ; and  indeed  there  is  but 
a very  fmall  number  of  natives  fettled  on  fome* 
of  the  loweft  points  of  the  ifland,  quite  clofe  tO' 
the  fea,  who  fubmit  to  the  yoke  of  the  Dutch. 

On  the  111  of  September,  the  clouds  being  en- 
tirely difperfed  from  above  the  lands  of  Ceram, 
we  enjoyed  the  grand  profpcdl  of  feveral  chains 
of  mountains,  parallel  in  their  dire£Hon  from 
eaft  to  wed.  The  charming  vallies  which  fepa- 
rate  them,  afford  a very  vigorous  vegetation,  and 
have  every  appearance  of  the  greateii  fertility. 

Several  fires  were  lighted  on  the  ifland  of 
Ceram:  we  perceived' a Are  upon  one  of  the 
higheft  mountains,  which  proves  that  their  fum^ 
niits  are  frequented  by  the  natives.  This  moun- 
tain appeared  to  us.to  be  at  leaft  two  thoufand 
fpur  hundred  mçters  in  perpendicular  height. 

We 
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Wc  availed  ourfelves  of  the  calm  to  hoîfl:  out 
a boat,  in  order  to  try  the  current,  which  then 
fet  to  the  north-eatl  by  ead,  three  quarters  of  a 
mile  an  hour.  As  among  thefe  iflands  the  cur- 
rents depend  much  on  the  tide,  it  may  well  be 
conceived  that  their  diredion  and  their  ftrength 
vary  exceedingly. 

On  the  approach  of  night  we  were  about  two 
kilometers  from  the  coaft  of  Ceram,  the  lefs 
elevated  lands  of  which  feemed  to  announce 
no  great  depth  of  water  ; however,  on  founding, 
we  could  get  no  bottom  at  thirty-two  fathoms. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  faw,  pretty  clofe  to 
the  fhore,  different  fires,  which  appeared  to  us 
kindled  above  the  water  by  fifhermen,  in  order 
to  attrad  the  fifh. 

Towards  noon  on  the  2d,  we  faw  the  Ifiand' 
of  Bonfo,  extending  from  weft  20°  fouth  to  fouth 
48®  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  near  four  myriame- 
ters.  This  ifland  is  in  latitude  2°  58'  fouth,  and 
longitude  123®  56'  eaft. 

We  took  care  to  found  very  frequently  when 
we  were  near  the  land,  but  we  could  not  ftrike 
ground  with  a line  of  fixty-five  fathoms. 

A ftrong  land  breeze  carried  us,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night,  into  the  channel  which  the 
ifland  of  Ceram  forms  with  that  of  Bonfo.  We 
there  remarked  three  iflots  by  the  light  of  a bright 
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moon.  It  was  calm^  and  the  currents  drifted  us 
almolt  to  the  other  extremity  of  the  channel. 

About  midnight,  the  air  being  fcarcely  agi- 
tated, thefea,  which  immediately  became  frothy 
not  far  from  our  fhip,  made  us  apprehend  that  we 
were  near  feme  breakers  ; but  this  fea  very  foon 
reached  us  : it  was  a rapid  current  occalioned  by 
the  tide,  and  which,  following  the  diredlion  of 
the  channel,  counteraéled  our  progrefs. 

On  the  3d  we  were  at  a fmall  didance  from 
Kilaho;.  The  Admiral  intended  to  run  between 
this,  ifland  and  that  of  Ceram  ; but  the  channel, 
befides  being  very  narrow,  appeared  to  us  barred 
by  reefs  and  a fand-bank  ; for  this  reafon  we 
paffed  to  the  wcflward  of  Kilang,  along  which 
wc  ranged  very  clofe.  The  country  offered  to 
our  view  beautiful  plantations  of  cocoa-palms 
and  plantain-trees^  in  the  midft  of  which  was. 
built  a charming  village. 

Wc  then  fhaped  our  conrfe  between  Kilang 
and  Manipa.  ..  , . 

About  eleven  o’clock  in  the  morning  a tide- 
race  occafioned  fome  waves,  which  followed  in 
quick  fucceffion,  being  impelled  by  each  other. 
Wc  were  in  the  fequel  repeatedly -witneffes  to 
this  phenomenon,  which  Bougainville  and  Dam- 
pier  compare  to  the  very  rapid  Ibream  of  a large 
river. 
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• By  four  o’clock,  in  the  afternoon  we  had 
doubled  the  liland  of  Ma‘nipa,  which  is  not 
more  than  a demi-myriameter  in  extent,  from 
north  to  fouth  : although  very  mountainous,  it 
appeared  to  us  well  peopled  ; a great  many 
canoes  weré  coafting  along  the  thore.  This 
ifland  is  in  latitude  3°  21' fouth,  and  longiti.dc 
i25°47'eafl. 

The  Ifland  of  Kilang  lies  in  latitude  3°  17' 

' fouth,  and  longitude  125^  31' eaft. 

A féa  breeze,  which  fprang  up  about  ten 
o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  4th,  favoured  our 
progrefs  to  the  foufhvvard,  and  we  foon  faw  the 
well  coaft  of  x\mboyna  to  the  fouth  fouth-eaft. 

Being  afterwards  thwarted  by  a foutherly  wind, 
were  under  the  neceffity  of  plying. 

Ôn  the  5th  a frefh  breeze  from  the  fouth-eaft 
deprived  us  of  every  hope  of  reaching  the  anchor- 
age in  the  courfe  of  the  day.  The  fituation  of 
ohr  fcorbutic  people,  which  was  daily  becoming 
more  alarming,  and  the  number  of  whom  was  in- 
creafing  with  rapidity,  ,made  us  long  for  favour- 
able winds:  the  continual  rains  at  Carteret’s  Har- 
bour had  had  thef  greateft  influence  on  their  dif- 
order  ; almofl  all  of  them  felt  very  acute  pains  in 
the  loins. 

' One  of  the  firft  fymptoms  was  the  fudden  ap- 
pearance of  whitith  tubercles,  frequently  of  the 
Wgnefs  of  a hen’s  egg,  on  different  parts  of  the 
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body,  and  particularly  on  the  arms  ; thcfc  infil- 
trations generally  preceded  thofe  of  the  lower 
extremities* 

It  is  remarkable  that  thefe  patients  had  not 
their  ikin  covered  with  thofe  fpots  which  arc 
called  fdorbutic  blotches  ; the  feurvy,  in  hot 
countries,  penetrating  with  rapidity  the  cellular 
tifTue  of  a lympathic  humour,  which  fcarcely 
changes  the  colour  of  the  ikin. 

I alfo  obferved,  that  although  fait  meat  is 
one'  of  the  principal  caufes  of  the  feurvy  among 
feamen,  yet  we  had  on  board  two  of  the  fhip*s 
company,  who  were  violently  attacked  by  it, 
without  having  eaten  any  : one  of  thefe  worked 
in  the  hold  ; and  the  noxious  air  which  is  there 
inhaled,  together  with  the  great  humidity  of  that 
part  of  the  fhip,  is  like  wife  a powerful  caufc  .of 
this  difordcr. 

■ '^We*  made  fome  flrctches,  which  brought  us 
fufnciently  near  to  the  weft  extremity  of  Am- 
boyna,  to  allow  us  to  enter  the  roadftead  during 
the*  night.  ''We  kept  along  the  eaft  coaft,  at  the 
diftance  df  a kilometer,  taking  for  our  guide  the 
pan  of  it,- publifticd  by  Valentine.  • ^ 

'As  Toon  as  we  had  got  beyond  Portuguefe  Baj% 
\vc- brought  fb,  in  order  to  wait  for  daylight, 
that  wc  might  be  enabled  to  difeover  the  'place 
where  e intended  to  anchor^  «t»'  -nV 

The  Efpérance  had  not  been  able  to  get^to 
I windward 
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windward  as  rapidly  as  we  : at  feven  o’clock  in 
the  morning- of  the  6th,  Ihe  was  hill  a myriame- 
ter  to  the  fouth-weil,  when  we  were  already  at 
no'  great  diftance  from  the  principal  fettlement 
on  the  ifland.  ' • 

I again  {‘àwr  ihc  fucus  which  I had  before  met 
with  quite  clofe  to  New  Guinea  ; it  refembles 
very  fine  oakum  cut  in  fmall  fhreds,  about  three 
decimeters  long,  and  confifts  of  filaments  as  fine 
as  hair.  Thefe  were  frequently  feen  colle6led  in 
bundles,  and  fo,  numerous  that  they  coloured 
the  water  in  the  road. 

Admiral  D’Entrecafieaux  fent  his  fécond  Lieu- 
tenant to  wait  on  the  Governor  of  Amboyna,  in 
order  to  alk  permiflion  to  put  in  to  the  ifland. 
The  Governor  immediately  aflembled  his  coun- 
cil, and  granted  us  leave  to  anchor  ; but  as  the 
a6f  which  the  fécond  Lieutenant  of  our  Ihip 
prefented  to  them,  in  the  name  of  the  Admiral, 
had  not  yet  been  addrefiTed  to  them  by  the  re- 
gency of  Batavia,  they  wifhed  to  annex  to  our 
flay,  conditions  to  which  it  was  improper  for  us 
to  fubferibe.  However,  it  was  not  dirficult  to 
make  them  fenfible  that  we  had  anticipated,  by 
feveral  months,  the  arrival  of  the  accounts  from 
Europe,  which  feldom  reach  them  till  eighteen 
months  after  their  date.  It  appeared  to  us  that 
they  took  fo  many  precautions  only  to  fereen 
thçmfçlyes  from  all  cenfure  on  the  part  of  the 
• i : * ' X3  regency 
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regency  of  Batavia^  of  which  the  government 
• of  Ainboyna'  is  a dependency  ; for  as  foon  as  they 
had  gone  through  the  neceffary  formalities  ia 
this  refpecSt,  they  rendered  us  every  fervice'  in 
their  power.  , , 

We  found  in  this  little  ifland  the  means  of  fup- 
plying  our  fhips,  much  better  than  we  had  ven-. 
tured  to  hope,  with  every  thing  that  was  necef^ 
fary  for  continuing  our  voyage. 

A captain,  belonging  to  the  Dutch  Eafl « India 
Company’s  fervice,  was  fen t to  us  by  the  Goyer- 
nor,  to  fhew  us  the  place  where  we  were  to  an- 
chor  ; and  after  having  made  feveral  boards,  we 
came  to  at  half  paft  one  o’clock  in  the  afternoon, 
in  twenty-feven  fathoms  water,  the  bottom 
muddy  fand  ; the  tower  of  Fort  Viâory  bearing- 
caft  9°  north,  the  nçareft  redoubt  weft  35^  foulh; 
and  the  weft  point  of  the^ entrance  of  the  road 
.weft  261^  fouth.  We  were  at>qut  tvyq  thirds  of  a. 
kilometer  from  the  landing  place,  which  is  a 
wooden  flip,  and  quite  clofe  to  which  large  fhips, 
may  anchor.  There  was  then  here  a Company’s 
Ihip,  taking  in  her  cargo  of  cloves,. 

In  the  road  were  eighteen  veflels,  all' under 
Dutch  colours.  Of  all  thefe  there  was  only  one 
three-rnafted  ftiip  • moft  of  the  others  were  brigs 
qnd  ftoops. 

The  Ffptrancc  anchored  half  an  hour  after,  to 
the  north-eaft  of  us. 
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Stay  at  Amhoyna, — One  of  the  hoys  belonging  to 

the  lie  cher  die  is  drowned  in  the  road. — A vifit 

to  the  Governor. — Various  excurfions  into  the 

interior  of  the  ijland. — One  of  the  naturaJifls 

falls  dangeroujly  ill. — Defcription  of  his  diforder, 

— Agreeable  juice  cf  the  fago-palm. — Sugar  ex- 

traded  from  it. — Ufe  of  dijfertnt  parts  of  this 

valuable  tree. — Means  employed  by  the  flying 

lizard  to  fupport  itfelf  in  the  j/V.— Matai  which 

preferves  the  harveft  from  pillage. — A Dutch 

failor  conceals  himfelf  in  the  woods  for  fear  of 

going  tq  Batavia, — A very  dexterous  manner  of 

catching  the  cancer  carcinus.— of  the 

natives  of  Amboyna. — Their  drefs,  ^c. — Their 

method  of  procuring  fire  ; their  manner  of fifhing 

during  the  night. — Culture  of  the  nutmeg-tree 

and  of  the  clove- tree. — A long  bamboo  cut  fo  as 

to  give^  in  a frejh  breeze.^  very  agreeable  founds, 

— Fijhing-places  of  the  inhabitants, — Sago-palm, 

— Extradion  of  its  pith, — Cutaneous  'dif orders 

• » 

common  at  Amboyna. — Various  obfervations  re- 
fpeding  the  ijland  and  its  inhabitants. 


At  half  paft  three  o’clock  we  faluted  the  fort 
with  nine  guns,  which  were  immediately  return- 
ed gun  for  gun. 
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The  Admiral  had  invitedr.  all'  the  officers  i& 
accompany  him,  at  five  o’clock  in.  the  after-: 
noon,  to  pay  a- vilit  to  the  GovernoriW'Xnowing 
nothing  of  this  arrangement,  T went  on  ffiore 
with  fome  perfons  belonging  to  our  fhip,om 
order  to  ftroll  about  the  town  : it  is  furrounded 
by  gardens,  where  the  principal  culture  is  that 
of  trees,  becaufe  they  favour  the  indolence  na- 
tural to  man  under  a burning  flcy,.  by  yielffing 
him,  in  profufion,  delicious  fruits,  which. require. 
fcarcely  any  other  trouble  than  to  gather  them. 

Befides  the  wild  fpecies  of  bread-fruit  tree 
whicti  is  here  met  with, . we  were  told  that 
there  was  another  that  bore  fruit,  all  the  feeds 
of  which  are  abortive  ; but  this  fruit  is  of  a mid- 
dling fizi%  and  the  tree  does  not  produce  it  in 
any  gieat  quantity. 

Diiferent  varieties  of  plantain-trees,  and  a' 
great  many  fpecies  of  orange-trees,  were  growing 
in  ihefe  delightful  gardens  ; the  guava,  the  cuf- 
tard-apple,  and  different  fpecies  of  annon^,  here 
yielded  their  exquifite  fruits.  I alfo  remarked 
a few  trees  of  henné  (law/onia  inermis)y  which 
rofe  to  the  height  of  three  or  four  meters. 

' Various  odoriferous  plants  were  here  fcattered 
with  profufion.  I met  with  the  chalcas panicidatay 
the  michelia  champacUy  the  tfciampacay  and  feve- 
ral  fpecies  of  uvaria  : the  Arabian  jafmine,  the 
nyâa7ithesfanibaçy  rifing  among  .thefe  charming 

trees, 
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trees,  blended  their  fweet  odour  with  fo  many 
delicious  perfumes. 

On  returning  to  the  town,  one  of  the  minif- 
ters  of  the  protetlant  religion  invited  us  to  come 
into  his  houfe.  He  fet  before  us  feveral  forts  of 
fpirituous  liquors;  but  water  perfedly  limpid, 
and  newly  brought  from  his  fpring,  was  the 
mofl-  agreeable  beverage  to  perfons  who  for  a 
long  time  were  reduced  to  brackifh  water,  and 
lived  only  on  fait  meat.  This  worthy  clergyman 
appeared  greatly  afionifhed  at  having  regaled 
us  at  fo  cheap  a rate.  He  informed  us  that 
earthquakes  were  frequent  at  Amboyna,  and 
that  within  a few  years,  one,  in  particular,  of 
unufual  violence  had  been  felt  : it  had  been  ac- 
companied by  a hurricane,  which  laded  near 
three  days  ; and,  during  all  this  time,  the  fea. 
had  exceeded  its  limits,  and  inundated  the 
country  where  the  to wm  is  lituated..^  i . 

It  is  at  the  change  of  the  monfoohs  that  this. 
feourge  is  mofl:  to  be  dreaded,  and  particularly 
at  the  beginning  of  the  wefl:  monfoon,  which 
takes*  place  in^thefe  feas  in  the  month  of  No- 
vember. ' i 

Gabriel  Abalen,  one  of  the  boys  belonging 
to  our  fliip,  who  was  appointed  to  attend  on 
the  warrant  officers,  difappeared  in  the  evening 
of  the  7th  : he  had  been  feen  on  board  thé 
whole  day  ; but,  about  dark,  they  called  him 

feveral 
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feveral  times  in  vain.  This  youth',  vvhô  was  of 
a very  mild,  and  at  the  fame  time  temperate 
difpbfition,  had  nevcrthelcfs  drank,  in  the  couiTe 
of  the  day,  a fufficieht  quantity  of  fpirits  to  ex-* 
cite  the  mofl  lively  inquietude  rèfpeéUhg  his 
fate.  He  might  have  fallen  overboard,  and  it 
was  well  known  that  he  could  not  fwim. 

We  all  had  the  greatefl  occafion  to  remain  on 
fhore  in  order  to  recover  our  flrength  ; and  thé 
Governor  confented  to  our  taking  lodgings  in 
the  town. 

It  was  of  no  fmall  importance  to  the  natura- 
lifts  to  be  known  to  the  Governor  of  Amboyna, 
that’  they  might  have  every  opportunity  of  profe- 
cuting  the  refearches  which  conftituted  the  ob- 
je6l  of  their  miftion  : it  was,  no  doubt,  through 
mere  forgetfulnefs,  that  the  Admiral  had  fufFer- 
ed  us  to  remain  ignorant  of  the  hour  of  the  firft 
vlfit  which  he  had  paid  him.  I requefted  that 
he  would  have  the  goodnefs  to  introduce  Us, 
and  we  fet  off  about  half  paft  ten  o’clock  to  go 
to  the  Governor’s.  M.  Bourguelles  and  M.  Van 
Smiehl  readily  undertook  to  a6l  as  our  inter^ 
preters. 

M.  Van  Smiehl  was  a German  Baron,  lately 
arrived  in  the  ifland.  He  was  at  prefent,  as  he 
toki  us,  only  afpiring  to  become  one  of  the 
Company’s  fervants.  Wé  congratulated  our- 
fclves  in  the  fequel,  that  he  had  not  yet  much 

influence 
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influence  over  ihc,  Governor  ; for  he  bad  endea- 

• - 

yourcd  to  pcriuaue  him  that  the  regency  of  Ba- 
tavia would  not  approve  of  perrniffioa  being 
given  to  our  fhips  to  make  any  flay  at  Am- 
boyna.  And  yet,  the  Baron  knew  very  well, 
that  a year  before,  two  fmall  Englifh  veflels,  dif- 
patched  from  Bombay  for  the  Pelew  Iflands, 
had  been  received  here  without  the  fmallefl  dif- 
ficulty. They  had,  at  firfl,  put  into  Bouro, 
where,  not  having  found  provifions,  they  had 
come  and  taken  them  in  at  Amboy na;  and  thefe 
veflTels  were  very  far  from  having  the  fame  claim 

* j • 

as  we  : perhaps  the  unexpeâed  appearance  of 
foreign  fhips  in  this  road,  for  two  fucceffive 
years,  required  that  the  Governor  fliould  take 
every  fort  of  precaution,  io  order  to  cover  his 
pefponflbility  : he  received  us  in  the  befl  polüble 
manner.  We  were  really  concerned  that  he  had, 
on  our  account,  put  on  his  full  drefs  ; he  was 
almofl;  fuffocated  with  heat  under  a very  heavy 
black  velvet  coat  : fucli  a drefs  is  extremely 
inconvenient  near  the  line  ; but  the  Dutch  Go- 
vernors wear  it  becaufe  it  is  a prerogative  of 
their  oflice. 

I 

Some  refrefbments  were  ferved  up.  I wifhed 
only  for  water,  and  I poured  out  fome  of  that 
which  appeared-  to  me  the  clearefl;  ; but  its  fait 
tafic  induced  me  to  believe  that  the  fervants  had 
inade  a miflake,  and  prefented  me  with  fome 

medicinal 
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medicinal  water.  It  was  Seltzer  water,  which 
the  Dutch  are  here  in  the  habit  of  drinking,  as 
a very  agreeable  liquor  ; it  cofts  them  as  dear  as 
the  bell  Rhenifh  wine.  Certainly  our  repug- 
nance for  this  beverage  was  not  forefeen  ; how- 
ever, it  might  well  have  been  fuppofed,  thatj 
under  a burning  fky,  after  a long  privation  of 
frefh  meat,  we  fnould  not  have  much  inclina- 
tion to  drink  fait  water. 

The  Admiral  propofed  to  introduce  us  alfo  to 
the  members  of  the  council,  and  we  accepted  ' 
his  offer  : they  all  received  us  in  a very  hand- 
fome  manner. 

As  we  were  to  flay  at  Amboyna  a month  at 
leafl,  I was  obliged  to  have  brought  on  fhore, 
to  the  place  where  wc  were  to  lodge,  a great 
many  articles  neceffary  for  the  preparation  of  the 
different  productions  which  I purpofed  collect- 
ing in  the  ifland.  The  other  naturalifls  and  I 
having  agreed  to  live  in  the  fame  houfe,  we 
had  had  it  fet  in  order,  and  our  baggage  was  al- 
ready arrived  there,  when,  to  our  great  aflonifh- 
ment,  we  found  it  occupied  by  fome  officers  be- 
longing to  the  two  fhips,  who,  however,  were 
not  ijrnorant  that  we  had  hired  it  : the  man  who 
had  the  key  of  it  had  thought  that  he  was  deli- 
vering it  to  us  when  he  gave  it  to  them.  This 
unhandfome  trick,  of  which  we  fhould  not  have 
fuppofed  them  capable,  diverted  them  exceed- 


OF  LA  PEROUSE. 


3*7 

ingly  ; but  it  was  ealy  for  us  to  find  another 
lodging. 

Our  fears  relpefling  the  lad,  who  had  difap- 
pcared  three  days  before,  were  but  too  well 
founded  : he  had  remained  during  all  this  time 
under  water,  and  it  was  not  till  about  half  paft 
two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  loth  that  he 
was  ditcovered  beginning  to  float  near  the  fhip. 
His  remaining  fo  near  the  place  where  he  had 
fallen  overboard  feems  to  demonilrate,  againll 
the  opinion  of  moft  of  the  Europeans  fettled  at 
Amboy na 5 that  the  currents  in  the  road  are  not 
rapid  at  the  bottom  of  the  water,  but  only  at  its 
furface:  and,  indeed,  this  appears  to  me  very 
probable.  The  currents  being  occafioned  by  the' 
tides,  the  waters  neither  flow  in  nor  run  out  of 
the  road  but  in  order  to  eflablifh  their  equili- 
brium, which,  in  thcfe  circum fiances,  is  de- 
ranged only  at  .a  fmall  diftance  from  their  fur- 
face. 

This  young  man  was  much  regretted  by  all 
the  fhip’s  company.  Several  exclaimed  againli 
the  inattention  of  thofe  who,  having  brought 
him  up  in  his  infancy,  had  negletfled  making^ 
him  learn  to  fwim.  In  fadl,  a few  leffons  of 
fwimming  might  have  faved  the  lad’s  life.  It 
were  to  be  wiflied  that  this  event  may  ferve  as 
an  example  to  others  ; for,  I have  feen  with, 
aftonithment,  that  many  feamen  could  not  fwim. 

Our 


VOYAGE  IN  SEARCtt 


318 

' Our  oiifervatOry  was  eflablifhed  the  fame  day, 
towards  the  weft  ftde  of  the  town.  As  this  place' 
was  not  within  ft^ht  of  the  fhip,  the  aftroiio- 
itiers  experienced  the  iriconvenience  of  being 
obliged  to  to ‘the  fea-ftde  in  order  to  compare 
the  ràte  of  the  watches  with’ that  of  the  chro-- 
noin.etcr». 

. 1'he  weft  end  of  the  town,  where  we  alfo 
lived,  forma  the  quarter  inhabited  by  the  Chi-* 
nefc  ; there  \vcre  in  it  few  natives  of  the  iftarid, 
and  only  one  Dutchman.  All  the  other  Dutch-* 
men  refided,  either  in*  the  centre  of  the  town, 
or 'towards  its  eait  fide. 

We  were  become  fo  weak,  that  at  firft  we 
were  obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  making, 
a few  excurftons  to-  a fhort  diftailco  from  the- 
town. 

. We  viftted  the  Company’s  garden,  which  con-’ 
tiins  nothing  remarkable  but  a very  convenient'^ 
bath,  where  the  Governor  went  regularly  every 
three  of  four  days.  This  bath  is  fupplied  with 
very  clear  water,  which  runs  down  from'  the* 

4 

neighbouring  bill.  There  is  another  bath  dote 
to.  for  'the  ute  of  the-  women. 

The  Dutch  at  Ambôyna  are  in  the'  habit  of 
bathing  every  tliree  or  four  days.  On  t'hofc  days* 
tiiey  carefully  avoid  expoftng  themfelves  to  fhe>  ^ 
great  heat,  whièh»  lafts  from  eleven  o’clock  in 
the  momiiig  till  three  in  the  afternoon.  It  is- 


even 
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even  very  uncommon  for  them  to  go  oiit  on 
other  clays  during  this  time.  As  for  us,  we 
had  not  leifure  to  take  fuch  precautions;  and 
hence  two  of  the  naturalifls  were  attacked  by 
very  violent  diforders. 

We  endeavoured  feveral  times  ,to  penetrate 
into  the  middle  of  the  large  plantations  of  fago- 
palms  - but  the  waters  which  walli  the  foot  of 
thefe  palms  frequently  forced  us  to  return  as  we 
went  : this  tree,  which  is  fo  conducive  to  the 
nourifhment  of  than,  forms  part  of  tfie  wealth 
of  the  iiland. 

The  beach,  at  low  water,  was  covered  in 
many  places  with  a great  number  of  crabs,  of 

the  fpecies  called  cancer  vocans.  They  had  then 

/ 

quitted  the  holes  which  they  had  dug  in  the 
rather  folid  ground.  This  fingular  fpecies  of 
animal,  one  of  whofe  claws  is  fometimes  bigger 
than  the  body,  often  becomes  the  prey  of  the 
birds.  I am  of  opinion,  that  the  facility  with 
which  it  flieds  its  claws  is  the  reafon  why  one  of 
them  is  almoft  always  much  larger  than  the 
other. 

A little  excurflon  which  we  made  to  the  fouth 
of  the  town,  near  the  quarter  inhabited  by  Euro- 
peans, procured  us  a,  light  of  the  tomb  of 
Rumphius.  The  fimplicity  of  this  monument 
reminded  us  of  the  fimplicity  of  the  manners  of 
this  able  obferver  of  nature  : his  tomb  was  fur- 

rounded 
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rounded  by  the  pretty  fhrub  known  bj^.thc  name 
of  pana  fruiicojum. 

We  law  in  the  poffeffion  of  the  natives  of  the 
ifland  the  beautiful  iory  of  the  Philippines:  how- 
ever, they  do  not  get  it  from  fo  great  a diüancc, 
but  from  fome  iflands  not  far  to  the  eaftward 
of  Amboyna,  and  principally  from  the  Arow 
Iflands.  They  alfo  had  another  lory,  which  is 
found  in  the  foreûs  of  Amboyna,  and  which 
differs  from  the  former  by  its  colours  being  lets 
bright  and  much  Icfs  fhaded;  alraoft  all  thefe 
parrots  can  repeat  a few  words  of  the  Malay 
language. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  day,  the  burn- 
ing fun  gave  us  fo  violent  a head* ache,  that  it 
moft  commonly  forced  us  to  feek  fome  fhade  to 
protedl  us  from  its  rays. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  15th  we  went 
to  the  weflvvard  ; but  the  heat  was  fo  oppref- 
five  about  noon,  that  it  obliged  us  to  return  to 
our  lodging. 

The  naturalifl  who  performed  the  duty  of 
chaplain  fell  fo  clangeroufly  ill,  that  we  could 
not  quit  him  a finglc  moment  for  four  fucceffivc 
days.  The  malignant  fever,  by  which  he  was  ' 
attacked,  had  frightful  fyinploms.  His  excre- 
tions, which  were  extremely  fetid,  were  accom- 
panied by  vomitings,  tendinunty  a very 

lo  vv  pulle,  and  a great  profiration  of  flrength. 

The 
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The  nervous 'affèSiôn  was  carried  to  fohigh  à 
degree,  that,  at  each  evacuation,  the  patient  ex- 
perienced fainting-fits,  during  which  hé  was 
perfedly  infenfible.  The  lëwer  ei^t rem i fies  were 
affedlcd  by  violent  fpafins, 'ôccalioning  the 


mod  acute  pains. 

’ Although  this  malady  was  very  contagious, 
no  danger  could  prevent  us  from  paying  our 
companion  alt  the  attention  which  he  had  a 
right  to  expcft  from  our  friendfhip  : accordingly 
we  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  continuing  our  re- 
fearches  in  natural  hiflory  till  hé  was  out  of* 


danger. 

The  following  day,  the  16th,  the  fymptoms 

became  dill  more  alarming.  The  pnlfc  more 

and  more  languid,  with  great  intermiffion,  the 

hiccough,  which  frequently  laded  hear  ten 

minutes,  a great  prodration  of  drength,  and  a 

face  quite  didorted,  made  us  apprehendve  for 

the  life  of  the  patient. 

The  night  was  equally  alarming. 

On  the  17th,  about  daybreak,  the  pulfe 

vilibly  began  to  mend;  a little  foftnefs  in  the 

beating  of  the  artery  was  the  forerunner^ of  a 

copious  pcrfpiration  which' "came  a few  hours 

■* 

aftcTy  and  refcuéd  buf  friend  from  the  jaws  of 
death; 


His  xonvalefceilce  faded  not  more  than  a 
week*  - ■ ^ ^ 


VOL*,  I. 
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This  fpecies  of  fever,  occalioned  by  the  ftag- 
nant  waters  under  a burning  Iky,  was  treated 

e 

vvith  demulcent  drinks  and  antifpafiiiodics.  Ether, 
given  very  frequently,  and  in  fmall  dofes,  was 
of  great  advantage  in  fiipporting  the  powers  of 
life,  by  diminifhing  the  violence  of  the  fymptoms. 

M.  Hoffman,  furgeon  of  the  .military  hofpital, 
came  to  fée  the  patient  feveral  times  in  the 
courfe  of  the  day.  Our  own  furgeon  alfo  at- 
tended him. 

M.  Bourguelles,  treafurer  of  the  Dutch  Eafl- 
India  Company,  had  perfuaded  the  commander 
of  our  expedition  that  the  united  knowledge  of 
the  phyficians  of  Europe  was  not,  in  fimilar  dif- 
orders,  equal  to  the  fcience  of  a Malay  doéfor. 
One  of  the  mod  fkilful  had  been  called  in  : it 
was  not  by  internal  remedies  that  he  wiflicd  to 
effeel  a cure,  for  he  gave' the  patient  nothing  to 
take  ; but  after  rubbing  the  Ikin  a little  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  body,  and  chafing  the  lower 
extremities,  he  pronounced,  with  a myflerious  air, 
fome  words  which  he  feemed  to  addrefs  to  the 
Supreme  Being;  he  then,  as  he  told  us,  laid  the 
evil  fpirits,  whom  thefe  iflanders  confider  as  the 

r ■ I ' 

caufe  of  diforders.  JM.'  Bourguelles  was  tranf- 

ported  with  joy  to  fee  that  this  pliyfician  did  his 

bed  in  order  to  obtain  fome  fuccefs.  We  differ- 

% 

cd  him  to  proceed  as  long  as  we  faw'  that  no  bad 
confequcnccs  could  refult;  but  it  was  neceffary 

to 
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to  ftop  hlm,  when,  taking  a pail  of  water  newly 
drawn  from  a well,  lie  prepared  to  inundate  the 
patient.  This  was  precil'ely  a little  tinie  before 
the  critical  fweat,  w,hich  was  To  falutary  to  him. 

The  Malay  dodor,  no  doubt,  exerted  all  his 
Ikill  ; but  he  was  ignorant  that  he  might  thus 
check  the  critical  perrpiration  of  which  the  pulfe 
had  given  the  confolatory  prefage. 

Our  patient  being  fuliiciently  recovered,  on 
the  19th,  to  dlfpcnfe  with  fuch  affiduous  attend- 
ance, SVC  walked  into  the  country  to  the  weft- 
ward. 

Having  for  fome  time  followed  the  banks 
of  a little  river,  which  difeharges  itfelf  into  the 
roadftead  at  no  great  diftance  from  the  town, 
wc  were  returning  loaded  with  fine  plants,  when, 
on  the  approach  of  night,  we  met  with  fome 
natives  who  had  been  fuccefsful  in  fiftiing,  and 
were  preparing  to  broil  their  fifh.  We  had  the 
pleafure  of  feeing  them  kindle  a fire  by  means 
of  two  pieces  of  bamboo  rubbed  one  againft  the 
other,  and  cut  in  the  manner  which  Î fhall  pre- 
fently  explain. 

On  the  20th  we  employed  half  the  day  in 
an  excurfion  to  the  foulhward,  and  we  were  not 
long  before  we  reached  a hill,  where  we  found 
fome  young  natives,  wlio  liad  juft  fpread  their 
nets  to  catch  birds  : thefe  confifted  of  hairs  dif- 
pofed  in  a running  knot,  and  fafiened  to  a very 

long 
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long  flrîng,  which  refted  on-  the  ground,  and 
was  confined  to  a fmall  piepe  of  wood  fixed  in 
the  earth. 

I prefiimed  that  they  made  ufe  of  fome  al- 
lurement to  attrafl  the  game,  but  they  told 
me  that  they  employed  none  ; and  indeed  they 
acknowledged  that  they  caught  few  birds. 

We  law  riling  from  the  foot  of  the  hills  ibme 
fine  palms,  which  the  natives  call  fagouer^  and 
whicii  Rumphius  has  deferibed  under  the  name 
of  fagiierns, — Vol,  L Fig.  13.  From  the  pe- 
duncles of  their  frefhly-cut  branches -was  difiil- 
ling  a very  agreeable  iiquor,  which  was  received 
in  pieces  of  bamboo  attached  to  their  extre- 
mity. Under  fo  hot  a Iky  this  liquor  ferments 
very  quickly,  and  would  foon  become  acid,  if 
the  inhabitants  did  not  know  how  to  employ 
opportunely  the  wood  of  the  foulamea,  which 
lûtes  almofi  entirely  its  great  bitternefs  by  fer- 
mentation, and  renders  this  liquor  capable  of 
keeping  for  a length  of  time. 

One  of  thefe  palms  can  furnilh,  for  upwards 
of  two  months  in  tlie  year,  fix  or  eight  liters  of 
liquor  a day.  Care  is  taken  to  renew  the  incifion 
of  the  peduncle  daily,  in  order  to  facilitate  the 
dilHllalion. 

The  heat  of  the  fun  promoting  the  rife  of  the 
fap,  we  Ihould  be  inclined  to  think  that  this 
tree  ought  to  yield  a greater  quantity  of  liquor 
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in  the  day  than  during  the  night  : the  con- 
trary, however,  is  the  cafe  ; becaufe  the  hurni- 
.dity  of  the  night,  which  is  abforbed  by  the  leaves, 
mixes  v/ilh  the  lap  of  the  palm,  and  favours  the 
diftiiL.tion  ; but  the  liquor  that  is  procured  du- 
ring the  day  contains  a great  many  more  ex- 
-travSlive  facchanne  particles  than  that  which 
drops  during  the  night. 

This  extract  is  a fpccies  of  fugar,  which  the 
Malays  call  goula  it  an  (black  fugar)  : it  is  com- 
monly in  little  loaves,  which  are  in  the  fiiape 
of  a hemifplierical  vafe,  when  the  evaporation 
of  the  fuperfluous  water  has  taken  place,.  It  is 
nearly  of  a chocolate  colour,  but  rather  deeper. 
When  thefe  little  loaves  are  broken,  there  are 
lo  be  feen,  particularly  towards  their  centre, 
yellow ifh  apd  fhining  grains  : this  makes  it  pre- 
fumable,  that  it  would  not  be  difficult  to  bring 
•them  to  the  degree  of  cryftallization  neceffaiy 
for  their  becoming  a fugar  of  good  quality  : 
fuch  as  it  is,  the  natives  fcarcely  employ  any 
other  ; that  of  the  fugar-eane  cofling  feven  or 
, eight  times  the  price. 

We  fhould  be  tempted  to  imagine,  from  fo 
exclufive  an  ufe  of  the  goula  it  an  y that  the  fu  gar- 
cane  does  not  grow  on  this  ifland  ; the  inhabit- 
ants, however,  cultivate  that  valuable  plant  ; 
almofl:  all  of  them  have  foixie  in  their  gardens, 
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but  they  content  themfelves  vrith  enjojung  their 
juice  which  they  'exprefs  by  maltication. 

Bchdes  the  property  which  this  beautiful  palm 
pqfrdles  of  yielding  an  agreeable  and  wholefome 
liquor,  the  petioles  of  the  leaves  are  furnifhed 
near  their  bafe  with  filaments,  of  which  the  na- 
tives make  very 'good  ropes.  From  the  fhape 
and  blacknefs  of  thefe  filaments,  they  would,  at 
firft  fight,  be  taken  for  horfe-hairs,  although 
they  are  almofi  twdee  as  thick.  The  young 
fruits,  preferved  with  fugar,  make  an  excellent 
fwxctmeat. 

Some  of  the  earth  having  fallen  'down  near 
the  foot  of  the  hills,  expofed  to  view  a hard 
fieatite,  of  a bright  gray,  ' which  ' forms  their 
bafe. 

In  an  cxcurfion  \vhich  I made  to  the  fouth-» 
eafi,  on  the  2zd,^  I found  feveral  rocks  of  very 
foft  fchijlus  of  a light  gray  colour,  and,  near  at 
hand,  fome  very  hard  ajhejios.  '• 

It  might  naturally  be  fiippofed,  that  in  an 
ifland  fo  near  the  equator,  the  preférvation  of 
the  Ipecimens  of  natural  hiftory  would  be  fingu- 
bîî'ly  favoured  by  a quick  defficcation.  However, 
the  contrary  happened,  and  I was  under  the 
Tieceffity  ot  taking  great  pains  not  to  lofe  the 
fruit  of  my  harvefl  in  botany.  In  fad,  the  air* 
in  paffing  over  the  fea,  becomes  charged  with  a 
great. humidity,  which  is  very  prejudicial  to  pre- 
parations 


OP.  LA  PEROUSE. 


paradons  of  this  fort,  and  the  heat  of  tlie  climate 
very  quickly  deüroys  fucli  of.thcfe  articles  as 
imbibe  it  too  lon«*. 

o 

On  the  23d,  we  fet  out  at  four  'o’clock  m the 
morning,  on  an  excurfion  to  the  eaftward. 

We  were  obliged  lèverai  times  to  crofs  the 
pretty  rivulet  known  by  the  name  of  Vaï-Td- 
mon,  whicli  emptied  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  a fmall 
didanee  from  the  eaft  fide  of  the  town  ; its  banks 
were  covered  with  a great  number  of  plants, 
among  which  were  feen  fevcral  Ipecics  o^jujjiæa, 
I rei^iarkcd,  on  the  furface  of  its  waters,  that 

' ^ • f , - j 

‘which  is ' dcfignated  by  the  name  ’of  te- 

ne  lia  : I admired  thë  providence  ,of' Nature  for 
the  prefervation  of  this  vegetable  : large  tubercles 
of  an  oval  form,  and  filled  with'air,  are  difpofed 
along  its  ftalk,  in  order  to  buoy  up  the  plant  : 
thefc  vcficlçs  differ  .little  from  thofe  with  which 
rhbn  fifhes  are  provided';  only  each  vehcle  is  here 
compofed  of  a great  number  of  blillers,  becaufe  it 
was  necefiary  to  fecure  them  again  11 'the'deltruc- 
tion,  which  would  involve  that  of  the  plant, 
when  they  happen  to  be  rubbed  by  the  different 
bodies  that  are  carried  away  by  the  ft  ream. 

Notwithdanding  tlie  fliade  of  the  nei^hbonr- 
ing  trees,  the  eh-eocarpus  monogyims  was  covered, 
even  down  its  lower  brandies,*  with  beautiful 
flowers  elegantly  crenated.  In  thefe  folitary  fo- 
reds,  through  the  thick  foliage  cf  which  the  fui? 
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does  not  eafily  penetrate,  we  remarked  with* 

* 

aüonifhment  the  brilliancy  of  the  colours  of  fcr 
veral  fpecies  of  parafitical  plants  of  the  family  ^ 
of  the  orchis,  for  the  mofl:  part  adhering  to  the 
trunks  of  the  biggeft  trees.  In  the  more  oper> 
ipots,  we  faw  riling  the  tree  of  the  family  of 
the  aralice^  delignated  by  the  name  of  cujfonic^ 
t^}yrfijïora,  whofe  large  palmated  leaves  conlti- 
tuted  the  ornament  of  thefe  woods. 

Among  the  great  number  of  lizards  engaged 
in  the  purfuit  of  infeâs,  I admired  the  nimble- 
nefs  of  that  which  is  called  the  flying  ViZRvd  (draco 
yo/ans,  Linn.)  : it  was  during  the  greateft  heat 
of  the  day,  that  this  pretty  animal  was  darting 
with  rapidity  from  branch  to  branch,  extending 
two  membranes,  in  the  form  of  wings,  by  means 
of  which  it  fupported  itfelf  frorn  time  to  time  in  the 
air.  Nature  having  denied  it  the  mufcles  peceffary 
for  flapping  thefe  forts  of  wings,  it  can  only 
fpread  them  in  order  that  they  may  çounteraél 
the  rapidity  of  its  fall.  It  gives  itfelf  with  its 
hind  feet  an  impulfe,  which,  without  preventing 
it  from  defcending,  fometimes*  carries  it  feveral 
meters:  for  this  purpofe  it  railes  itfelf  to  a heigh^ 
nearly  equal  to  the  dill^nce  of  the  point  to  which 
it  wifhes  to  fly. 

On  my  return  I wifhed  to  cut  fome  branches 
of  different  plants,  cultivated  in  a garden  be-  ' 
longing  to  one  of  the  natives  of  the  ifland;  but 
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thofe  who  accompanied  ns  apprized  us  of  the 
danger  to  which'  they  thought  that  I Ihould  ,ex- 
pofe  myfelf  : they  fhewed  me  a fraall  flied,  and  re- 
peated feveral  times,  with  an  air  of  refped:  min- 
gled with  fear,  the  word  mat  ai  j before  our  inters 
prêter  came  to  explain  to  us,  that  by  this'term^ 
which  fignihes  a dead  body,  they  meant  to  defig- 
iiate  the  former  polTefTor  of  this  garden,  who  had 
been  buried  under  the  little  fhed  that  we  faw. 
Thefe  inhabitants  have  a’perfualion  that  the  foul 
of  the  deceafed  wanders  round  thofe  places, 
watching  to  preferve  their  produce  for  the  prefent 
proprietor  : they  believe,  that  any  other  peribn 
who  Ihould  poflefs  himfelf  of  it  would  die  within 
ihe  year.  This  opinion  is  fo  generally  difFufed, 
that  it  feldpm  happens  that  a native,  in  fuch  cir- 
çumdances,  ventures  to  touch  the  property  of 
another  ; and  the  matai  is  a bugbear  which  al- 
moft  always  fecures  the  crop  to  the  lawful  pot' 
fefib.r. 

The  Admiral  w'ent  on  board  to  inufter  the 
fhip’s  companies  ; on  this  occafion  he  gave  feve^ 
ral  of  them  a fiep.  • 

My  collecSHons  were  now  fo  numerous,  and 
required  fo  much  attention,  that  I paffed  almoft 
all  the  24th  in  preparing  them  ; but  next  day 
Citizen  Riche  and  I went  up  the  river  called 
ÎOU  Ganton,  which  difeharges  its  waters  into  the 
roaditead  to  the  weft  ward  of  the  town.  It  is 

confined 
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confined  in  a pretty  deep  bed  which  it  has  formed 

itfelf  between  hills  often  difficult  to  climb.  We 

> 

purpofed  to  afeend  this  river  as  high  as  pof- 

lible,  endeavouring  to  follow'  clofely  its  banks  ; 

« 

but  their  fleepnefs  made  us  rcfolve  to  crofs  the 
water,  which  w^as  feldom  more  than  a demi-me- 
ter  in  deoth, 

L 

We  had  fcarcely  proceeded  a few  yards  when 
we  met  a Dutch  failo;*,  who  had  deferted  from 
a large  ffiip  loaded  with  cloves,  which  was 
on  the  point  of  failing  for  Batavia.  The  dread 
of  falling  a vidim  to  the  contagious  difordcr,  fo' 
fatal  to  Europeans,  when  they  remain  there  even 
for  a ffiort  time,  had  determined  this  unfortu- 
nate vnian  to  conceal  himfelf  in  the  woods  un- 
til his  ffiip  had  failed.  We  pitied  his  lot,  little 
forefeeinfr  that  the  abode  which  he  fo  much 

cr> 

dreaded  was  referved  to  us  for  the  termination  of 
our  expedition. 

On  the  banks  of  this  river  grew  in  abundance 
a new  fpecies  of  hegonia^  remarkable  for  the  di- 
’ minutivenefs  of  all  its  parts. 

A beautiful  granite  of  a fine  grain  formed  the 
bafe  of  thefe  hills  : quartz,  which  is  generally 
whitiffi,  we  found  here  fometimes  coloured  by* 
green  fiea’tite,  and  at  other  times  by  iron,  which 
gave  it  the  colour  of  ruft.  Mica  was  diflemi- 
iiated  in  a pretty  regular,  manner;  fchorl  of  a 

black 
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black  colour  was  to  be  fcen  in  rather  fmall  /pi- 

Our  guides  availed  themfelves  of  the  opporlu- 
iiities,  when  we  were  colledling  fpecimens  na- 
tural hiftory,  to  lay  in  a hock  of  the  fpecics.  of 
Cray- ft  111  called  cancer  carfinus^  which  is  very 
plentiful  in  this  fmall  river  : their  manner  of 

catching  it  gave  us  a good  idea  of  their  dexterity. 
This  Cray  tidi,  generally  fecks  its  food  in  the 
cleared:  places  ; it  paflcs  over  them  flowly,  but 
as  foon  as  any  perfon  approaches,  it  runs  away 
with  extreme  fwiftnefs.  Thefe  natives  had  how- 
ever fallen  on  a method  of  taking  great  numbers 
of  them  ; and  it  is  by  one  of  the  eyes  that  they 
lay  hold  of  them  : for  this  purpofe  having  fattened  - 
to  the  end  of  a rod  a horfe-hair,  on  which  they 
made  a running  knot,  they  get  the  animal  into 
their  pofletfion,  by  palling  in  this  knot  the  fibre 
which  ferves  as  the  bafe  of  the  fpheiical  part  of 
the  eye.  When  they  miffed  their  aim,  the  cray- 
fifh  feldom  failed  to  return,  and  in  the  end  al- 
moft  contlantly  allowed  itfelf  to  be  taken. 

Having  in  a fhort  time  expended  all  our  pro- 
vitions,  we  were  in  hopes  to  be  able  to  purchafe 
from  the  natives  as  much  as  would  lali  us  durin^î 
the  reft  of  the  day.  It  was  now  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  and  we  proceeded  with  confi- 
dence to  a fmall  houfe  near  the  bank  of  the  ri- 
ver 5 but^  what  was  our  ationithment  when,  on 

alking 
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afkîiig  for  any  thing,  we  had  no  other  anfwer 
than  iraday  and  it  vyas  the  mifirefs  of  this  little 
habitation  who  thus  exprefled  her  having  nor 
Ihing  that  we  wiihed  for  ; we  took  good  care  to 
affure  her,  that  we  fliould  pay  pundlually  for 
every  thing  with  which  fhe  fhould  furnifh  us. 
We  w,cre  the  more  afloniflied  at  this  pretended 
fcarcity,  as  the  appearance  of  thefe  inhabitant^ 
befpoke  abundance.  I learnt  in  the  fequel, 
that  thefe  peaceable  natives  have  not  always  rea- 
fon  to  congratulate  themfelves  pn  the  proceed^ 
ings  of  the  Europeans,  who  are  the  mafters  iii 
their  ifland.  They  conhdered  themfelves  jufti- 
hed  in  not  trnfling  to  our  promifes:  however, 
fonic  glaffes  of  arrack,  and  a few  articles  of  hard- 
ware, which  we  opportunely  diftributed' anaon^ 
them,  procured  us  their  confidence. 

They  invited  us  to  fit  down  under  the  fhed 
^ « 

formed  by  a continuation  of  the  roof  of  the 
houfc  : the  cray-fifhes  of  the  little  river  were  fet 
before  us  in  profufion.  They  roafied  for  us 
fweet  potatoes  and  yams,  and  our  beverage  was  the 
flightly  fermented  wine  of  the  fago  palm.  This 
liquor,  which  when  newly  extracted  from  the 
tree  is  called  fagouer  mouda  and  aerfagtçero  luouda^ 
is  much  more  agreeable  than  cocoa-nut  juice. 
The  young  girl,  who  took  the  trouble  of  pre- 
paring our  repafi,  joined  to  a very  agreeable  face, 
and  a charming  perfoii,  an  air  of  franknefs  which 

added 
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adJed  much  to  the  intcrefl  flic  infpîrccl  : as  foon 
as  file  had  brought  us  fome  fruit,  fne  went  im- 
mediately and  fat  down  behind  her  mother,  and 
thence  only  the  cafi  fome  looks  at  us,  to  fatisfy 
her  curiofity. 

We  found  the  purefl  gratification  in  this 
frugal  repafl  : our  reflections  on  the  life  of  a 
perfon  who  undertakes  long  voyages,  added 
11  ill  to  the  idea  which  we  formed  of  the  happi- 
ncfs  of  thefe  iflanders,  whofe  wants  Nature  has 
lupplied  with  fo  liberal  a hand. 

The  conflrudlion  of  their  houfes  is  adapted  to 
the  finenefs  of  the  climate,  and  their  liglitnefs 
makes  it  neceflary  to  dig  only  as  far  as  the  rock 
in  order  to  lay  the  foundations. 

As  they  never  experience  a fevere  feafon,  the 
walls  are  fo  conftruéled  as  to  leave  a free  palfage 
to  the  air  : thefe  confifi:  of  palifades,  generally 
formed  of  the  items  of  bamboo,  placed  very  clofe 
to  each  other, 

. Our  hoitefs’s  houfe,  which  ilood^  on  a fpot  of 

ground  four  meters  long  and  three  wide,  inftead 

of  bamboos,  had  its  iidcs  formed  of  the  petioles 

of  fago-palm  leaves,  which  though  placed  very 

near  one  another,  rieverthelefs  left  fome  inter- 
» ( * 

ft  ices,  by  which  the  external  air  had  a free  ac- 
cefs  into  the  habitation, 

Thefe  petioles,  although  extremely  light,  are 
very  folid,  as  they  are  covered  with  a very  hard 

bark. 
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bark,  Tlie  infide  of  them  is  filled  with  a fun-^ 
guns  fubtiaiicc,  wliich  the  inhabitants  ufe  byway 
of  cork.  All  this  dwelling  had  been  built  of 
the  fago  palm,  even  to  the  roof,  the  ridge,  of 
which,  raifed  about  three  meters,  was  covered 

y • 

with  the  lealiets  of  this  valuable  tree;  they  had 
been  bent  and  fixed  upon  a long.  fiick,  and  in 
this  manner  formed  re6langles,  often  all  the 
length  of  the  houfe,  by  two  decimeters  in  breadth  : 
being' placed  tile-fafliion  over  each  other,  they 
were  impervious  to  the  heavieft  rains. 

The  two  fides  of  this  roof  were  inclined  about 
forty-five  degrees,  and  part  of  it  formed,  towards 

i 

the  entrance  of  the  houfe,  a fmall  filed  or  porch, 
intended  as  a cool  retreat.  Here  alfo  was  pre- 
pared their  food  ; for  the  want  of  a chimney 
would  have  rendered  the  houfe  uninhabitable, 
had  a fire  been  lighted  in  the  infide. 

I was  furprifed  to  fee  thefe  people,  who  are  fo 
fond  of  eafe,  lie  on  a fort  of  lattice  of  flicks, 
placed  at  the  diftance  of  a demi-decimeter  from 
each  other.  This  bed  was  very  hard,  notwith- 
ftanding  the  mats  that  covered  it,  but  they  there 
enjoyed  the  frefhncfs  of  the  air,  which  circu- 
lated freely  through  the  intcrfiices.  It  was  raifed 
about  a demi-meter  above  the  ground  :*  under  it 
were  depofited  a ]iart  of  the  houfehold  utenfils, 
which  confificd  of  three  earthen  pots,  of  the  manu- 

facture  of  the  country,  intended  for  dreffing  their 
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foodj  a few  bottles  of  a prifinatic  iTiape,  which 
they  had  purchafed  from  Europeans,  and  fome 
fpoons  formed  out  of  the  large  Ihells  that  are 
common  at  Amboyna.  Among  thefe  fhells  I 
diftinguifhed  various  ipecies  of  nautili^  often  the 
mother-of-pearl  nautilus^  and  alto  a Ipecies  known 
by  the  name  of  pinna  riuUs, 

I obferved  alfo  under  this  bed,  a pickaxe,  and 
a large  knife  in  the  fhape  of  a butcher’s  cleaver, 
and  which,  in'  the  Malay  language,  is  called 
pijjau\  thefe  two  inftruments  had  been  procured 
from  Europeans. 

From  the  mildnefs  of  the  climate,  the  inhabit- 
ants require  little  clothing;  and  indeed  their 
wardrobe  conlifts  of  a garment,  barely  neceflary 
to  conceal  what  decency  does  not  permit  to  be 
expo  fed. 

A pair  of  drawers,  which  generally  come  no 
lower  than  the  middle  of  the  thigh,  or  a piece  of 
blue  cloth  failened  round  the  loins,  is  the  only 
clothing  of  the  men  employed  in  agriculture. 

The  drefs  of  the  women  is  of  courfe  more  ex- 
penfive:  they  wear  a fort  of  chemife  of  the  fame 
kind  of  clod],  which  reaches  to  the  middle  of  their 
leg,  and  is  faflened  by  a girdle  round  their 
waift. 

Our  prefents  had  excited  their  gratitude.  The 
young  girl,  having  difappeared  for  a moment, 
came  back  to  offer  us  fome  framnt  flowers: 

a thread 
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a thread  was  wanting  to  tic  them  into  hofegays  s 
we  were  witneffes  to  the  qalcknefs  with  which 
the  natives  contrive  to  procure  threads  from  the 
baftard  aloe,  called  agave  vivipara.  The  maf- 
1er  of  the  houfe  went  immediately  and  cut  a 
branch  of  this  plant,  aild  refting  it  on  his 
thigh  in  order  to  ferape  it  with  his  large  knife, 
and  take  off  its  pulp,  he  obtained  from  it  a faf- 
cicle  of  threads  as  long  as  the  leaf  and  as  firong 
as  thofe  of  our  heft  hemp. 

On  our  return  we  met  a have  whofe  decrepi- 
tude excited  our  curiofity  ; it  was  to  no  pur- 
pofe  that  we  afked  him  how  old  he  was,  he 
could  not  fatisfy  us,  for  he  knew  nothing  of  his 
age  : it  appeared  to  us  furprifing  that  be  ihould 
not  know  the  number  of  years  that  he  had  paffed 
in  flavcry. 

On  the  2,7th  I went  up  the  roadfiead  in  a canoe 
. with  a double  outrigger.  Some  of  our  fportfmen 
took  this  opportunity  of  proceeding  quickly  to 
the  caflward  of  the  town,  and  joined  our  party. 
W'c  followed  the  right  hand  fhorc  of  the  road, 
at  a ûnali  diflance  from  the  coafl  : the  water 
was  fo  limpid  that  we  could  fee,  at  the  depth  of 
-three  or  four  fathoms,  a wdilte  bottom  compofed 
of  madreppræ^  on  which  we  pcrfeiSlly  dlflin- 
guifhed  a fpccies  of  ray  remarkable  for  large  cir- 
cular fjjots  of  a light  azure  blue,  and  feveral 
other  fifhes  of  the  mofl  brilliant  colours.  ' Among 
^ * our 
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our  paddlcrs  we  had  a Papua,  or  New  Guinea 
man,  who  had  the  dexterity  to  llrike  feveral. 
Standing  at  the  fore-part  of  the  canoe,  and  hold- 
ing in  his  hand  a dart  of  bamboo  armed  with  an 
iron  point,  he  threw  it  with  force  as  foon  as  he 
perceived  any  fifli;  the  dart,  by  rcafon  of  its 
lightnefs,  immediately  rofe  up  from  the  water  in 
the  fame  diredlion,  fo  that  after,  having  pene- 
trated to  a great  depth  it  came  back  to  the  Pa- 
pua man,  who  rarely  failed  to  lay  hold  of  it 
again,  although  we  ftill  kept  going  bn. 

When  we  had  got  three  kilometers  from  the 
town,  we  admired  the  charming  lituation  of  a 
country-houfe  belonging  to  the  Governor,  at  the 
foot  of  the  mountains,  the  chain  of  which  ter- 
minates by  a gentle  declivity,  at  no  great  dis- 
tance from  the  roadftead. 

A fmall  houfe,  inhabited  by  natives,  erebted 
half  way  from  the  coaft,  and  furrounded  by 
clove  and  plantain  trees,  added  in  no  fmall  de- 
gree to  the  beauty  of  the  landfcape. 

The  bottom  had  become  exceedingly  llioal  ; 
and  although  our  canoe  drew  fcarcely  more  than, 
two  decimeters  of  water,  we  were  neverthelefs 
obliged  ■ to  keep  farther  off  the  coafl,  in  order 
to  avoid  touching  on  the  rocks. 

After  having  pafled  fome  fifhing- places,  we 
landed  upwards  of  a myriameter  from  the  town  on 
the  right  hand  fhore,  near  a houfe,  the  mafier  of 
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which  gave  us  as  many  cocca-nuts  as  we  defired. 
We  had  w ith  US  fome  feamen,  who  finding  this 
liquor  much  too  fvvecfi  mixed  with  it  brandy 
enough  to  pleafe  their  talïe,  and  we  faw  with 
pleafure  that  our  hofl  did  not  diflike  this  be- 
verage. After  break fafi:  evéry  one  followed  his 
own  inclination.  The  rendezvous  had  been 
fixed  at  the  place  where  we  had  jufi  landed. 

For  my  part,  I determined  to  attack  the  eaftern 
mountains.  I followed  a path  very  much  fre- 
quented by  the  natives,  and  left  it  to  penetrate 
into  the  woods,  whenever  any  glades  facilitated 
*my  entrance. 

The  earth  having  fallen  down  in  a number  of 
.places,  left*  ihe‘ rdek  expoled  to  view,  and  I'per- 
ceived  that  ‘a  vdry  hard  fand-fione  formed  the 
bafe  of  thefe  mountains.  I had  alfo  obferved 
^the  fame  fort  of  fione  on  the  fhorcs  of  the  road- 
fiead  along  which  we  had  juft  rànged. 

' I fodn  gathered  a very  fine  fpecies  of  com- 
pound fiower  of  the  conyfa  genus,  remarkable, 
like  feveral  fpei^ics  of  mdafioma^  ' îàx:  three  prin- 
cipal nerves  on  each  leaf  : it  has  fo  much  the 
^ port  of  plants  of  this  lafl  genus,  that  I fhould 
" have  been  inclined  to  confidcr  it  of  that  clafs, 
had  I not  feen  its  flower.  * 

The  ' phalanger  of  BufFon  (duielflns  erieniaJis, 
Finn.)  inhabited  the  foot  of  thefe  mountains  : I 
' met 
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met  with  foveral  which  paflcd  within  a little  . 
diltance  of  me,  flying  with  .velocity. 

Wlien  1 had  afeended  to  about  three  hundred  . 
meters  of  perpendicular  elevation,  I obferved  a 
total  change  in  the  nature  of  the  foil.  Strata  of 
caicarequs  hones,  of  great  purity,  and  perfeâly 
white,  crowned  thefe  heights,  which  then  af- 
forded me  a light  of  a great  extent  of  tolerably 
level  ground. 

I remarked  here  a garden  furrounded  by  bam- 
boo palifades,  which  was  extremely  well  culti- 
vated, although  at  a great  diltance  from  any  ha- 
bitation: I could  perceive  no  poffible  means  of 
watering  it,  and  yet  vegetation  was  there  very  vi- 
gorous, fo  great  was  the  humidity  of  the  atmo- 
fpheric  air  in  thefe  elevated  fpots.  Valt  fquare 
plots  of  ground  were  employed  in  the  culture 
of  a fpecics  of  pimento  called  capjicum  grojjum^ 
which  the  illanders  confume  in  great  quantities, 
i A fmall  fhed,  erccSted  on  the  weft  fide  of  the 
garden,  offered  us  a fhelter;  under  it  my 
guide-^,  who  were  dying  with  thirft,  found  fome 
very  good  water  in  long  bamboos,which  I imagined 
were  intended  for  a verj^  different  purpofe  : this 
water  had  been  brought  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountain,  and  we  made  ufe  of  it  as  if  it  had 
been  our  own. 

Although  it  was  excelfively  hot,  they  took  it 
into  their  head  to  kindle  a fire.  I was  far  from 

fore- 
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forefeeing  the  delign  of  thefe  iflanders,  who,  like 
the  moft  favage  people,  take  a pleafure  in  burning 
the  dry  herbs  which  they  find  in  the  glades.  Pfe- 
'fently  one  of  my  guides-  had  the  imprudence  to 
fet  on  fire  a large  bufh.  The  air  at  that  time 
Was  quite  ftill  ; but  a light  wind,  which  fprang 
up  a fhort  time  after,  carried  the  flames  to  the 
garden,  and  I had  the  mortification  to  fee  a part 
'of  the  palifade  furrounding  it  confumed,  without 
• being  able  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  the  fire. 

The  manner  in  which  the  natives  of  this 
country  procure  fire,  well  deferves  to  be  de- 
fcribed  ; it  is  not  fo  expeditious  as  a good  flint 
-and  fleel,  but  they  have  the  advantage  of  find- 
ing almofl  every  where  the  fubflance  which  pro- 
duces it,  for  all  they  want  is  a bit  of  bamboo. 

This  is  their  method  : they  fplit  into  two  equal 
parts  a piece  of  bamboo  a demi-meter  long;  in 
one  of  thefe  pieces  they  make  a longitudinal  flit, 
and  fliape  the  other  to  a fliarp  edge,  leaving  it 
only  four  centimeters  in  width.  They  put  fome 
of  the  ferapings  of  the  fame  wood  in  the  hollow 
and  underneath  the  flit  of  the  largefl  piece,  which 
they  place  in  a horizontal  polition,  with  the 
convex  part  uppermofl  ; they  then -introduce  the 
other  piece  into  the  middle  of  the  flit,  where 
they  have  made  a notch  to  receive  it,  and  preffing 
it  ftrohgly  they  caufe  it  to  make  the  motion  of  a 
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fa\v,  when  in  lefs  than  a minute  the  fcrapings 
take  tire. 

The  lofticfi  tree  of  the  forefts  which  covered 
thefe  heights  was  the  ca?iarium  commune,  I faw 
with  altonilhment  that  the  galcareous  ftone  was 
perfectly  bare  at  the  foot  of  thelc  great  woods, 
and  that  the  remains  ot  decayed  trees  had  not 
yet  covered  this  foil  with  a bed  of  mould  : it  was 
on]y  to  be  feen  in  the  clefts  of  the  ftones  that 
were  fplit  by  the  weather.  Thefe  doues  refem- 
bled  va  ft  level  fpaces  of  the  fame  nature  as  thofe 
which  I had  repeatedly  met  with  in  our  Alps. 
The  numerous  cavities  which  were  there  formed, 
feemed  to  announce  that  the  rains  had  carried 
away  the  mod  foluble  parts. 

Being  driven  from  this  fpot  by  the  fmoke  of 
the  fire,  which  was  fpreading,  I proceeded  to- 
wards the  fouth-eaft,  where  I found  in  the  mid- 
dle of  ^the  woods  a number  of  the  nani-nams  of 
the  Malays  (cyyiometra  caulifiora^  Linn.).  Thefe 
trees  are  here  cultivated  in  the  gardens  for  their 
fruit,  the  tafte  of  which  is  fomething  like  that 
of  a rather  tart,  yet  good  apple. 

After  having  followed  the  banks  of  a rivulet,  the 
waters  of  which  difeharge  themfelves  pretty  near 
the  places  where  we  had  landed  in  the  morning  ; 
curiofity  induced  me  to  vilit  a houfe  fituated 
near  the  fea-fhore.  I found  there  an  old  man, 
who,  contrary  to  the  cufiom  of  thefe  illanders, 
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wore  a long  beard  ; he  was  employed  in  cooking 
in  a large  earthen  veffel  fome  whelks  which  he 
had  juft  picked  up  at  low  water,  at  the  foot  of 

the  mangroves  near  his  dwelling.  This  refpe6l-' 

« 

able  old  man,  far  from  being  furpcifed  at  my 
viftt,  invited  me  to  partake  of  his  repaft.  A long 
prickle  detached  from  the  petiole  of  a fago-palm 
leaf  was  immediately  prefented  to  me,  and  I fol- 
lowed the  example  of  my  hoft  in  making  ufe“of 
it  to  take  out  of  the  fhell  the  flefti  of  the  whelks, 
which  he  had  prefented  to  me  on  a plantain-leaf. 

The  helpmate  of  this  old  man  joined  him 
fhortly  after,  and  I fliould  have  been  very  much 
furprifed  at  the  prodigious  difference  of  age  be- 
tween them,  had  I not  been  aware  that  thefe 
iftanders  place  their,  happinefs  in  marrying  very 
}T)ung  girls.  Their  countenance  becomes  pecu- 
liarly animated  whenever  they  fpeak  of  a young 
woman  (in  Malay  faranpouang  mouda)  ; and  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  really  laughable  to  fee 
the  horrible  grimaces  which  diftort  all  their  fea- 
tures wh.en  they  talk  of  an  old  woman  (paran- 
pciiang  toua). 

I endeavoured  to  make  this  worthy  old  man 
fenfiblc  how  very  unwholefome  it  was  to  live  fo 
near  the  mangroves,  where  the  ftagnant  waters 
mijîht  occafton  him  dangerous  diforders.  It  was 
to  no  purpofe  that  I endeavoured  to  perfuade 
liim  to  build  another  houfc  on  a more  elevated 
. - ^ fpot  : 
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ipot:  all  the  anfwer  he  made  was,  that  the  'fea- 
lide  fupplied  him  with  food. 

The  7iipa  palm  grew  in  the  middle  of  thefe 
marfhes:  its  leaflets  are  very  much  ufed  for  co- 
vering houfes. 

The  fportfmen  were  already  arrived  at  our 
rendezvous.  We  were  all  extremely  thirfly,  and 
hoped  to  procure  fome  cocoa-nuts  with  as  much 
facility  as  on  our  arrival  in  the  morning  at  the 
fame  place  ; but  the  proprietor  of  the  garden  was 
abfent,  and  there  was  no  perfon  in  the  houle 
but  his  wife.  In  vain  did  we  entreat  her  to  fell 
us  fome  cocoa-nuts,  offering  to  make  one  of  our 
guides  climb  up  the  neighbouring  trees  to  gather’ 
them  ; fhe  told  us  fhe  was  not  at  liberty  to  fell 
us  any  ; befides,  none  of  our  guides  would  ven- 
ture to  afeend  thefe  trees  in  the  ab fence  of  the 

! 

mafler  of  the  houfe,  and  had  he  not  arrived  we 
fhoiild  have  got  no  cocoa-nuts  ; for  he  had  jflaced 
at  the  foot  of  the  trees  a matai^  for  which  our 
guides  fhe  wed  as  much  refpeél  as  for  the  other 
which  I before  mentioned  : like  the  former,  it 
was  in  the  fhape  of  a fhed  covered  by  a roof,  about 
two  thirds  of  a meter  high,  thatched  with  leaves 
of  the  ni^a  palm  : this  fhed  was  fupported  by 
four  bamboo  pofts  a demi-raeter  diflant  from 
each  other. 

From  the  middle  of  the  roof  was  fufpended  a 
ftalk  of  bamboo,  about  two  decimeters  long, 
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faftencd  to  a cord,  and  covered  with  half  a'  co- 
coa-nut. Ill  this  was  contained,  as  I was  in- 
formed, fome  property  belonging  to  the  deceafed 
who  was  burled  under  the  little  fhed.  I was 
given  to  underfland  that  it  was  forbidden  to 

r 

touch  it,  and  I complied  with  their  wifhes,  not 
choohng  to  aft  contrary  to  the  cuftoms  of  thefé 
people. 

The  fun  was  nearfctting  when  we  got  into  the 
canoe  to  proceed  to  the  town  ; our  Papua  man 
gave  ns  again  frefh  proofs  of  his  dexterity  ; while  we 
were  paddling  along  he  ftruck  with  his  harpoon 
various  forts  of  fifhes.  It  was  dark  when  we  got 
back. 

Almofl  the  whole  of  the  28th  was  employed  in 
preparing  and  dcfcribing  the  fpecimens  colleftcd 
the  day  before, 

I had  found  in  this  excnrfion  the  pretty  lizard 
called  laccrta  Amhoinenfts  ; I obfcrved  that  it 
changed  its  colour  like  the  camelcon  ; its  moft 
ordinary  colour  was  green,  and  it  frequently 
turned  to  a dark  brown.  Although  this  lizard 
runs  fad,  it  was  eahly  caught,  for  it  futfered  it- 
felf  to  be  approached  near  enough  to  feize  it  by 
the  extremity  of  the  tail,  which  is  of  an  extraor- 
dinary length. 

In  the  evening  I walked  to  the  fca-fide,  to 
examine  the  marine  produftions  that  are  there  to 
be  met  with,  and  I profecuted  thefe  refearches 

till 
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till  dark.  I faw  lèverai  fifhermeii  in  their  ca- 
noes, at  a little  dillance  from  the  lliore,  who 
were  availing  themfelves  of  the  darknefs  of  the 
night  to  attract  the  fiih,  by  means  of  fires 
lighted  near  the  furface  of  the  water.  Some 
bits  of  wood,  placed  on  the  crofs -pieces  of  the 
double  outrigger  of  the  canoes,  were  buping, 
which  produced  a very  lively  flame.  One  of  the 
flfhermen  kept  up  the  fire,  and  carefully  pre- 
vented it  from  catching  the  crofs-pieces  of  the 
outrigger,  which  he  could  eafily  do  by  letting 
fall  into  the  water  any  of  the  bits  of  wood  that 
could  communicate  the  flame  : in  the  mean  time 
the  others  were  occupied  in  encompafling  in 
their  nets  the  fifh,  which  were  attraâed  from  a 
great  diflance  by  this  dazzling  light  ; and  we  were 
foon  convinced  that  thefe  iflanders  were  very 
dexterous  fifliermen. 

On  the  29th  we  fet  out  early  in  the  morn- 
ing, to  proceed  to  the  other  fide  of  the  roadftead. 
.We  had  to  go  by  water  about  fix  kilometers, 
and  this  was  a dangerous  trip  in  a canoe,  the 
outriggers  of  which  were  not  fufficiently  flrong 
to  make  it  preferve  its  balance  when  fo  heavily 
laden.  We  were  very  anxious  to  fee  the  places 
which  we  had  not  yet  vifited,  and  we  embarked 
without  being  aware  of  all  the  danger  of  our  en- 
terprife  ; but  we  prefently  found  that  one  of  the 
outriggers  became  immerfed  in  the  water,  as  foon 
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as  any  one  of  us  moved  in  the  lead,  and  but  for 
the  grcatcd  precautions  we  fliould  have'overfct.  I£ 
this  accident  had  happened  to  us  near  the  mid- 
dle of  the  roadftcad,  it  would,  with  the  rapidity 
of  the  currents,  have  been  difficult  for  the  moil 
dexterous  fwimmers  to  have  regained  the  fhorc. 
The  danger  diminifhed  as  we  approached  tho 
place  where  we  were  to  land  ; but  what  aflo- 
niffied  us  greatly  was  the  imprudence  of  a fer- 
vaut  belonging  to  the  Efpéranco,  who,  although 
he  could  not  Iwira,  and  was  pretty  certain  of 
being  drowned  if  we  overfet,  occafioned  our  ca- 
noe feveral  times  to  lofe  its  equilibrium. 

At  length  we  arrived.  The  lldrls  of  the  beach 
were  covered  with  the  ffirub  called  fca^vola  lobelia. 
It  thrives  on  the  fea-fhore,  and  I had  like  wife 

found  it  in  that  lituation  in  New  Ireland. 

\ 

^ The  fca,  at  high  water,  came  and  wafhed  the 
foot  of  the  very  beautiful  tree,  wbofe  deno- 
mination of  herifiera  recalls  to  mind  the  name  of 
one  of  the  moft  fkilful  botanifls.  Citizen  l’Héri- 
tier. 

In  advancing  to  the  weft  ward,  I found  on  the 
beach  among  the  Hones  rounded  by  attrition 
feme  lava,  which  although  very  porous  was  yet 
too  heavy  to  float.  As  I never  remarked  in  the 
interior  of  the  iftand  any  ftoncs  that  had  under- 
gone the  aélion  of  fire,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that 

thefe  have  been  brought  into  the  roadftead  by 
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the  waters  which  fomc  volcanic  explofion  have 
agitated  ; for  earthquakes  are  frequent  in  thefe 
feas,  and  the  inhabitants  ftill  fpoke  to  us  with 
ter^'or  of  one,  ^ hich,  twelve  years  before  our  ar- 
rival in  the  ifland,  caufed  there  the  greatcfl  ra- 
va«-es  ; the  houles  were  uninhabitable  for  feveral 
davs,  and  even  fome  of  them  fell  in. 

In  the  ifland  of  Banda,  which  is  at  a little  dif- 
tance  to  the  ea’ftward  of  Amboyna,  there  is  an 
open  volcano. 

At  Karuku,  a fmall  Ifland  a myriameter  from 
Amboyna,  and  alfo  to  the  eaftward,  there  are  to 
be  met  with  Iprings,  the  heat  of  which  is  fo  great, 
that,  according  to  the  account  of  feveral  Euro- 
peans, they  boil  an  egg  hard  in  five  minutes. 
The  burning  vapour  that  iflues  from  thefe  wa- 
ters is  not  prejudicial  to  the  trees  which  arc  con- 
tinually wafhed  by  it  : they  difplay,  on  the  con- 
trary, a very  vigorous  vegetation. 

The  fmall  ifland  of  Karuku  is  chiefly  devoted 
to  the  culture  of  the  clove-tree. 

I found  in  the  gardens  cultivated  by  the  na^ 
lives,  a few  nutmeg-trees,  the  largeft  of  which 
did  not  exceed  feven  meters  in  height,  their  trunk 
not  being  more  than  two  thirds  of  a decimeter  in 
thicknefs.  They  were  already  fhewing  a great 
deal  of  fruit.  The  nutmeg  delights  in  the  fhade 
of  the  large  trees;  thefe  were  fheltered  by  the 
ca7iarkm  commune.  It  is  alfo  the  fame  tree  that 

ferves 
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fcrves  them  as  a ftelter  in  the  iiland  of  Banda,' 
which  is  principally  appropriated  to  their  culture 
by  the  Dutch. 

The  council  of  the  Dutch  Eafi^ India  Com- 
pany, which  refides  at  Batavia,  finding  that  the 
produce  of  the  nutmeg-trees  of  Banda  was  fuf- 
hcient  for  exportation,  and  wilhing,  befides,  to 
fupprefs  all  contraband  trade  in  this  valuable 
commodity,  ordered,  a few  years  previous  to 
our  arrival  at  Amboyna,  all  the  nutmeg-trees 
that  grew  there  to  be  defiroyed.  This  order  was 
executed,  and  very  few  efcaped  ; but  a hurricane 
which  happened  in  the  fame  year  deranged  all 
thefe calculations  founded  on  cupidity;  iteffedfed 
at  Banda  what  the  council  had  juil  caufed  to  be 
executed  at  Arnboyna. 

Orders  were^  then  given  by  the  fame  council 

to  try  to  repair  the  mifehief  which  they  had  done 

# 

at  Amboyna.  They  wifhed  to  re-eft abliih  at 
this  place  the  culture  of  the  nutmeg-tree;  ac- 
cordingly, thofe  which  arc  there  met  with  along 
t]te  lliores  of  the  roadftead  are  ftill  very  young  ; 
yet  I remarked  in  feveral  gardens  in  the  town, 
and  oppofite  the  houfe  of  the  commandant  of 
the  fort,  fomc  much  larger,  which  efcaped  the 
defiructivc  orders  iffued  by  the  regency  of 
Batavia. 

AVe  found  the  beautiful  laurel  cdiWcà.  laurus 

\ 

ciiiiluhaHy  wliich  yields,  by  didillatiop,  an  aro- 
matic 
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made  oil  that  is  in  high  requeft  : the  natives 
know  how  to  extract  this  valuable  oil,  of  which 
they  make  an  article  of  commerce. 

The  largeft  clove-trees  that  we  faw  in  this 
cxcurlion  were  not  above  feven  meters  in  height, 
and  their  trunk  was  not  more  than  two  deci- 
meters in  thicknefs.  The  natives  are  obliged  to 
deliver  the  produce  of  them  to  the  Dutch  Eaft- 
India  Company  for  about  the  hundred  and  fif- 
tieth part  of  the  price  at  which  it  is  fold  in 
Europe.  We  faw  a great  many  which  they  had 
fpread  on  mats  in  the  fhade  of  their  fheds,  in 
order  to  dry  them  properly  before  they  delivered 
them  to  the  Company’s  agents.  The  natives 
took  good  care  not  to  expofe  them  to  the  rays 
of  the  fun,  which  would  have  taken  away  part 
of  the  eflential  oil  of  this  excellent  aromatic. 

Being  on  the  fea-fhore,  I heard  fome  wind- 

f 

inflruments,  the  harmony  of  which,  though 
fometimes  very  correct,  was  intermixed  with  dif- 
cordant  notes  that  were  by  no  means  unpleafing  : 
thefe  founds,  which  were  very  mufical,  and 
formed  fine  cadences,  feemed  to  come  from  fuch 
a diftance,  that  I for  fome  time  imagined  the 
natives  were  having  a concert  beyond  the  road- 
ftead,  near  a myriameter  from  the  fpot  where  I 
flood.  My  ear  was  greatly  deceived  refpefling 
the  di (lance  ; for  I was  not  a hundred  meters 
from  the  infiniment  : it  was  a bamboo  at  leafi: 

twenty 
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twenty  meters  in  height,  which  had  been  fixed 
in  a vertical  fitaation  by  the  fea-fide.  I re- 
.marked  between  each  knot  a flit  about  three 
centimeters  long  by  a centimeter  and  a half 
wide  ; thele  flits  formed  to  many  holes,  which, 
when  the  wind  introduced  itfelf  into  them, 
gave  agreeable  and  diverfilied  founds.  As  the 
knots  of  this  long  bamboo  were  very  numerous, 
care  had  been  taken  to  make  holes  in  different 
diredlions,  in  order  that,  on  whatever  fide  the 
wind  blew,  it  might  always  meet  with  fome  of 
them.  1 cannot  convey  a better  idea  of  the 
founds  of  this  intirument,  than  by  comparing 
tliem  to  thofe  of  the  harmonica. 

The  trial  that  we  had  made  of  our  canoe  in 
crofling  the  roadflead,  had  cautioned  us  to  trim 
it  better  on  our  return  ; the  outriggers  were 
ilrengtheiied,  and  we  paddled  towards  the  town 
without  any  apprehenfion  of  being  drowned. 

I employed  a few  hours  in  the  courfe  of  the 
day  of  the  iff  of  Ocflober  in  vifiting  the  Gover- 

* nor’s  cabinet  of  -natural  hiflorv,  in  which  I ad- 

• 

mired-a  numerous  colletSlion  of  beautiful  butter- 
flies in  perfedl  prefervation.  I remarked  among 
them  a great  many  double  ones  extremely  un- 
common : a large  box  was  entirely  filled  with 
tlie  beautiful  fpecies  called  papilio  aganiemmn.  ’ I 
alfo  faw  in  fins  cabinet  a fine  choice  of  fhells, 
I ' , among 
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among  whlcli  were  upwards  of  twenty  ferew- 
fhells  (turbo fcalaris,  Linn.). 

The  fecretary  of  the  council  had  llkewife  great 
collcdllons  of  this  kind.  A talte  for  coliefling 
Ipecimens  of  natural  hiftory  is  pretty  general 
among  the  Dutch  ; they  employ  it  as  a powerful 
motive  of  procuring  advancement,  by  prefenting 
them  opportunely  to  perfons  who  have  intereft 
in  the  council  of  Batavia,  or  in  Europe.  - 

Captain  Huon  obtained  a great  many  rare 
tliells  from  the  fecretary  of  the  council  ; among 
others,  one  of  the  rarefi:  and  moft  valuable,  the 
glatTy  nauiiJuSy  which  that  officer  'has,  by  his 
will,  bequeathed  to  the  Mufêum  of  Natural  Hif- 
tory  of  Paris. 

The  next  day,  the  ad,  we 'proceeded  towards 
the  entrance  of  the  road,  following  the  coaft  in 
'the  canoe  which  we  were  accuftomed  to  make 
ufe  of. 

At  the  fame  moment  the  tide  coming  in  with 
great  drength,  produced  a current  which  was 
particularly  rapid  near  the  middle  of  the  road. 
Notwithftanding  the  fkilfulnefs  of  our  paddlers, 
vve  fhould  have  gained  nothing  in  ftruggling 
againft  fuch  an  obftacle  ; as  its  ftrength  w^as 
greatly  diminilhed  near  the  fliore,  wc  approached 
the  beach  as  near  as  we  poffibly  could;  thefmall 
draught  of  water  of  our  canoe  enabling  us  to  do 
fo  with  much  facility. 


•I  fully 
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I fully  looked  for  a great  diminution  of  ths 
current  near  the  fhore,  but  I fhould  not  hav'e 
expedled  to  îind  it  fo  confiderable.  The  principal 
caufe  appears  to  me  to  depend  on  the  adherence 
of  the  water  in  proportion  to  its  proximity  to  the 
land  ; while  farther  off,  the  fea  being  much 
deeper,  the  upper  body  of  water,  which  forms 
the  current,  Aiding  eahly  over  the  lower  body, 
the  friction  is  materially  diminifhed. 

When  the  current  is  very  rapid  near  the  middle 
of  the  road,  there  is  frequently  none  on  the 
' Ihore  ; fometimes  even  it  there  follows  a con- 
trary diredlion,  which  may  be  attributed  to  the 
different  points  of  land  which  flretch  out  into 
the  fea. 

We  reniarkcd  in  a bight,  on  the  fkirts  of  a 
fandy  beach,  forae  places  for  catching  filh, 
formed  by  an  enclofure  of  bamboos,  fufficiently 
clofe  to  each  other  to  prevent  the  fifhes  from  ' 
efcaping.  The  opening  by  which  they  entered 
‘ it  was  dry  at  low  water,  fo  that  thofe  which 
were  brought  by  the  flood  cDuld  not  get  out 
when  the  tide  had  a little  fallen.  Befides,  the 
fifhes,  which  commonly  live  in  deep  water,  ad- 
vance towards  the  head  of  this  enclofure,  where 

1 

the  fea,  at  low  water,  is  It  ill  half  a fathom  in  depth. 
This  refervoir  afforded  fifh  eafy  to  be  caught, 
aud  it  was  not  man  alone  that  came  here  to  fifh  ; 
for  Î perceived  feveral  f]pecies  of  herons.  Our 

prefence 
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prelence  had  made  a few  of  them  fly  away  ; but 
feveral  others  llill  remained  with  their  long 
claws  deeply  buried  iil  the  water,  and  were 
waiting  patiently  for  fome  fifli  to  come  neat 
enough  for  them  to  feize  it.  1 hefe  refervoirs 
are  alfo  very  much  frequented  by  kingfifliers  ; 
fome  of  thefe  were  perched  on  the  bamboos,  and 
we  faw  them  from  time  to  time  dart  at  flfhes, 
which  furnifh  them  an  abundance  of  food. 

We  prefently  came  to  a point  of  land  which 
advanced  fufficiently  into  the  roadflead  to  have 
determined  the  Dutch  to  eredl  here  a redoubt. 
It  was  at  this  time  abandoned,  as  well  as  another 
which  we  perceived  on  the  oppolite  fhore,  and 
nearer  the  entrance  of  the  road.  We  landed  at 
a little  diflance  from  < this  firfl:  redoubt,  and 
thence  we  proceeded  to  the  country-houfe'  of 
M.  Hoffman,  the  head  furgeon  to  the  hofpital, 
with  whom  we  Were  on  terms  of  Intimacy. 

' After  having  made  a hafly  breakfalf,  in  which 
fpiccs  were  fet  before  us  in  fuch  profufion  as 
not  to  allow  us  to  forget  that  we  were  at  the 
Moluccas,  I went  to  ’ vilit  the  environs  of  this 
habitation,  where,  among  a great  number  of 
other  plants,  fome  marfhy  grounds  prefented  to 
my  view  tlie  beautiful  fpecies  of  acanthus  called 
acanthus  iUcifoliuSy  Linn,  and  its  variety  the  acan^ 
thus  inlegrifolius. 

A A We 
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Wc  afterwards  returned  to  the  redoubt,  which 
is  not  more  than  a hundred  and  fixty  meters  long 
by  a hundred  wide,  and  the  form  of  which, 
towards  the  fea,  is  femicircular  ; its  walls  are 
•raifed  to  the  height  of  two  meters,  and  pierced 
with  fourteen  embrafures,  in  each  of  which  is 
placed  a gun  ; thefe  walls,  on  the  land  fide, 
were  not  above  a meter  thick,  while  thofe  which 
faced  the  roadfiead  were  at  leafi;  double  that 
thicknets. 

Wiiilit  I Was  on  fliorc,  Citizen  Riche  made 
our  paddlers  dive,  and  they  often  brought  up 
fomc  very  valuable  marine  produ6Hons.  The 
road  of  Amboyna  abounds  with  beautiful  Ihells, 
which  it  is  uncommon  to  meet  with  elfewhere  ; 
the  mofi  brittle,  being  fhcltered  from  the  motion 
of  the  fea  in  its  various  recefles,  are  frequently 
lound  in  jxirfe6l  prefervation. 

Our  Papua  man  then  the  wed  us,  that  if  of  all  our 
guides  he  was  the  mofi  dexterous  diver,  he  was 
ahb  the  gayelt  fellow.  His  truly  burlefque  humour 
highly  diverted  his  companions  ; he  played  dif- 
ferent feraps  of  comedy,  which  he  told  us  af- 
forded the  greateft  delight  to  the  Papuas  : one 
of  thofe  which  he  repeated  the  mofi  frequently, 
becaufe  he  was  fure  of  general  applaufe,  repre- 
fenied  a woman  who  came  and  lay  in  on  the  fiage. 
Tic  availed  himfelf  of  the  time  when  we  were 
• 4 - . making 
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making  our  meal  to  regale  us  with  the  choiceft 
part  of  this  piece,  and  he  performed  his  charadler 
with  critical  exaânefs. 

Some  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea  alfo 
perform  fuch  comedies.  Captain  Cook  mentions 
that  he  was  prefent  at  a limilar  entertainment  at 
Ulietea,  one  of  the  Soexety  Iflands 

I took  advantage  of  the  good-humour  of  our 
Papua  man  at  this  moment,  to  learn  from  him  in 
what  manner  the  Papuas  went  to  work  to 
diride  the  umbilical  cord  : he  informed  me,  that 
they  burnt  it  at  a third  of  a decimeter  from  the 
navel,  an  operation  which  has  been  praâifed  by 
fortie  European  furgeons.  The  Papuas  make  ufe 
of  a well-lighted  firebrand  for  this  purpofe. 

We  again  got  into  our  canoe  to  proceed  far- 
ther, fiill  following  the  fame  fhore.  A few 
trees  of  erythrina  corallodendron  were  here  difiiin- 
guifhable  by  their  beautiful  fcarlet  flowers. 

On  the  declivity  of  the  fand-ftone  rocks  which 
formed  the  fieep  banks  of  the  neighbouring 
fhore,  rofe  fomc' plants  of  vacoua  (fandanus  odo-^. 
rak[fima^  Linn.),  which  overhanging  the  fea, 
gave  to  thele  places  a very  pi6lurefque  afpe6t  ; 
the  large  fpherical  fruits  which  were  fufpended 
at  the  extremity  of  their  branches  augmented 

* In  the  Society  Iflands  this  fort  of  comedy  is  called  Ai?- 
Harramy,  which  fignifies  the  Child  is  coming.  For 
•Captain  Cook’s  account  of  it  fee  his  Second  Voyage,  vdl.  û 
page  1 66.  T. 
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their  natural  flope  towards  the  waves.  Several 

fruits  arrived  at  maturity  already  covered  their 
■.  fur  fa  ce. 

Thefe  enchanting  fpots  gave  us  reafon  to  con- 
gratulate ourfelves  on  our  excurlion.  After  hav- 
ing fpent  fome  time  in  them,  we  returned  to  our 
canoe  to  proceed  agair»  towards  the  opening  of 
the  roadôead. 

A charming  htuation  in  the  vicinity  of  a 
dwelling  occupied  by  fome  natives,  determined 
us  to  land  on  the  beach.  The  mafter  of  the 
houfe  was  abfent  ; but  we  found  in  this  peaceful 
abode  a young  mother  of  a family,  who,  fur- 
roiindcd  by  her  children,  was  amufing  them 
very  much  by  accompanying  her  agreeable  voice 
•with  a ftringed  indrument  of  an  extremely 
iimple  kind  ; it  was  a flump  of  bamboo  a deci- 
meter and  a half  long,  covered  at  one  of  its  ends 

« 

with  a piece  of  parchment  like  a drum  ; three 
ülaments  of  rattan  bark  flxed  to  the  two  extre- 
mities of  the  cylinder,  and  each  extended  by  a 
.bridge,  formed  the  itrings  of  this  inftrument, 
which  was  placed  acrofs  her  knees.  The  two 
farthefl  firings  produced  an  oeflave,  and  the 
middle  firing  produced  a fifth,  with  the  mofl 
idiftant  one.  ’ A eircle,  a centimeter  in  height  at 
each  extremity,  ferved  to  fupport  other  firings, 
Avhich  were  intended  to  render  the  inftrument 
more  fonorous  r thefe  . firings  were  ftretched 
^ ' ' ' • - more 


OP  LA  PEROUSE. 


357 

more  or  lefs  by  means  of  a brace  wbicli  confined  - 
them  two  by  two,  and  which  was  Hid  up  and 
down  at  pleafure  throughout  their  whole  length,, 
like  thofe  ol  our  drums.  A final  1 flip  of  bamboo 
bark  ferved  to  make  the  firings  vibrate,  which 
were  elevated  by  the  bridges.  The  accompani-- 
ment,  although  ver)  monotonous,  feemcd  to  af-. 
ford  infinite  pleafure  to  our  guides,  whole  ear 
was  accuflorned  to  that  kind  of  muflc. 

This  habitation  was  furrounded  by  nutmeg- 
trees  of  no  very  forward  growth,. and  yet  now  ii?i 
full  bearing;  although  at  Amboyna  people  are 
not  in  general  very  fond  of  cultivating  them. 
The  environs  formed  a fine  orchard,  where  we 
could  not  fufliciently  admire  the  brilliant  flowers 
of  the  eugenia  Malaccienfts  % we  there  remarked  the 
averrhoa  carambola^  the  fruitof  which  we  relifhed 
very  much  from  ils  agreeable  acidity. 

The  fldrts  of  the  fliore  were  embellifhed  by 
an 'cxtenlive  plantation  of  the  fpccies  of -tree 
called  afch)nomene  grandlfiora\  its  flower,  the 
largefl  of  that  of  any  of  the  leguminous  plants, 
is  commonly  of  a beautiful  white,  and  alfo  fome- 
times  ot  a red  colour.  The  natives  often  eat  it 
drelfed,  and'Occaflonallv  even  raw  as  a fa  lad. 

The  bark  of  this  tree  yields  a bitter  extradl, 
which  is  adminiflered  as  a tonic  in  fevers.  ... 

The  day  was  drawing  near  a clofe  ; the  tide 
being  agaiqfl:  us^  we  were  obliged  to  keep  very 

A A 3 clofe 
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clofe  along  the  Ihore,  and  it  was  dark  when  wc 
got  back  to  the  town. 

On  the  3d,  as  foon  as  1 had  difpofed,  in  the' 
fittefl  manner,  of  the  produce  of  my  laft  excur- 
lions,  I went  a fhort  diftance  to  the  fouth-eaft 
of  the  town  ; I liill  found  fome  plants  to  add  to. 
my  colleéHons.  I favv,  on  my  return,  a white 
negro,a  Papua  man  by  birth  ; he  had  light  hair;  his 
Ikin  was  white,  and  marked  with  reddifh  freckles 
like  thofe  of  the  Europeans  who  have  red  hair; 
but  he  was  not  weak-lighted,  as  is  generally  the 
cafe  with  other  Albin oes. 

This  young  Papua,  who  was  a Dutchman’s 
Have,  had  been  a fhort  time  at  Amboyna.  At 
the  moment  when  I came  up  to  him  he  was  oc- 
cupied in  playing  on  an  inftrument,  which  I was 
aftonilhed  to  fee  among  thofe  ufed  by  thefe 
people  ; it  was  a Jew’s  harp  made  of  bamboo, 
and  cut  out  of  the  hardell  part  of  that  wood  ; 
it  was  not  quite  fo  large  as  the  iron  ones  with 
which  we  are  acquainted.  As  the  middle  piece 
could  not  be  bent  to  make  it  vibrate  with  the 
finger,  a fmall  firing  fixed  to  one  of  the  extre- 
mities of  the  inftrument  ferved  to  give  it  the  jar 
necelTary  for  moving  the  middle  piece,  which 
^then  gave  the  fame  founds  as  the  iron  fpring  of 
our  Jew’s  harps.  He  told  me  that  this  infiru- 
ment  was  much  admired  by  the  Papuas. 

We  had  for  fome  days  formed  a plan  of  going 

to 
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to  the  country-houfe  of  the  commandant  of  the 
fort>  which  was  fituated  towards  the  head  of  the 
roadftead  ; his  fon  was  to  accompany  us* 

Before  daybreak  on  the  4th  we  were  on  foot/ 
and  it  was  fcarcely  five  o’clock  in  the  morning 
when  we  got  into  our  canoes. 

It  was  not  long  before  we  arrived  under  a fhed 
furrounded  by  trees,  which  yielded  a falutary 
fhade  in  fo  burning  a climate  ; and  thefe  were 
not  an  unmeaning  decoration  to  this  delightfuL 
abode,  for  they  almofl:  all  bore  excellent  fruit. 
Among  the  different  annonæ  which  were  offered 
us,  the  beft  were  of  the  fpecies  known  by  the 
name  of  armona  nmricata. 

We  again  flopped  into  our  canoes  a fhort  time 
after  our  arrival,  and  we  were  already  near  a 
myriameter  from  the  town,  when  we  paffed  a 
point  of  land  beyond  which  the  road  extends  a 
great  way  to  the  northward. 

A frefh  breeze  from  the  fouth-eaft  retarded 
our  progrefs,  and  drove  again  fl  our  ticklifh  canoe 
a fea  which  we  found  extremely  troublefome. 

At  that  moment  a large  boat,  loaded  with 
water,  was  coming  out  of  this  bight,  where 
flows  a river  which  furnifhes  that  article  for  the 
ihipping.  She  was  going  on  board  of  the  Efpe- 
ranee.  Water  is  fetched  from  fo  great  a dif- 
tance  only  becaufe  it  is  much  eafier  to  be  pro- 
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cured  there  than  near  the  town,  where,  however,' 
very  good  water  is  to-be  had. 

The  current  occafioned  by  the  ebb  was  con-» 

I 

trary  to  us  ; but  our  paddlers  redoubled  their  ef- 
forts, and  we  at  length  landed  near  the  head  of 
this  extcnfive  prolongation  of  the  roadftead. 

We  walked  for  fome  tinie  under  the  fhade  of 
the  nutmeg-trees,  which  were  here  much  more 
numerous  than  in  all  the  other  parts  of  the  ifland 
that  we  had  hitherto  vifited.  Thefe  were  alfo- 
young  plants. 

The  Ion  of  the  commandant  of  the  fort  had  in 
this  quarter  a'' number  of  relations.  We  were 
very  near  the  houfe  of  one  of  his  contins,  who 
was  a native  of  the  ifland  : here  we  were  under 
the  neccflity  of  dining  in  the  manner  of  the  in-  ’ 
habitants  : tith,  fago,  bread,  rice,  and  fome  fruit, 
compofed  our  repafl.  As  no  fpoons  were  fet  be- 
fore UvS,  we  were  obliged  to  imitate  our  hofl:  by 
taking  up  the  vi6luals  with  our  fingers,  and 
nevcrthclefs  we  ate  with  a very  good  appetite. 

We  all  liked  the  fago -bread  pretty  Vrcll.  The 
fifli  was  highly  feafoned  with  pimento  ; but  a 
few  glafles  of  fagouer  water  diminiflicd  the  vio^ 
lence  of  its  effect^;.  • 

During  our  repafl,  we  were  entertained  with 
mufle.  A fort  of  fpinet  ferved  as  an  accompani- 
ment to  a man’s  voice  ; *a  drum  formed  the  bafs, 
and  a bafs-drum  the  thorough  bafs. 

After 
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After  dinner,  our  hod  carried  us  in  bis  canoe 
to  the  diitance  of  a kilometer  to  the  eadward. 

We  there  faw  a man  employed  in  extracting 
fago  from  a palm.  This  tree,  which  was  a derni- 
mcter  in  thicknefs,  had  been  recently  felled  ; it 
was  already  open  part  ot  its  length,  which,  in 
the  whole,  did  not  exceed  twelve  meters,  and  a 
great  deal  of  fago  had  been  before  extracted 
from  it.  As  this  Ipccies  of* palm,  like  the  other 
trees  of  the  fame  family,  preferves  nearly  an 
equal  diameter  throughout,  it  furniflies  alrnod 
as  much  fago  in  the  upper  part  of  its  trunk  as 
near  its  root.  (A  very  exaCl  reprefentation  of  a 
young  fago-tree  may  be  feen  in  FlaU  XLlf,  Fig. 
a.)  Its  trunk  is  formed  externally  of  a very 
hard  ligneous  fubdance,  which  is  not  more  than 
a centimeter  in  thicknefs.  It  is  a large  cylinder 
filled  with  a pith,  which  is  eroded  throughout 
the  whole  length  of  the  trunk  with  ligneous 
fibres,  abouta  third  of  a rhillimeter  in  fze,  and 
often  fpread  a demi-centimeter  from  each  other. 

The  fago  is  pounded  after  it  has  been  taken* 
from  the  tree  ; it  is  then  put  into  bags  made  of  a 
fort  of  canvafs,  which  the  petioles  of  the  cocoa- 
palm  leaves  furnilh  near  their  bafe.  On  thefe 
bags  ^here  is  repeatedly  thrown  fome  very  clear 
water,  which  carries  through  the  fubdance  of  the 
pith,  while  this  fort  of  fieve  partly  retains  its 
ligneous  fibres. 
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The  water  charged  with  the  pith  is  received 
into  troughs  formed  of  the  lower  part  of  the  pe* 
tioles  of  the  fago-palm  leaves.  Thefe  troughs 
are  a meter  long.  At  the  extremity  of  each  is 
fixed  a lieve,  which  retains  part  of  the  pith  that 
falls,  and  there  remain  floating  the  ligneous  fibres 
that  have  efcaped  the  firfi:  wafhing. 

This  fievc  had  alfo  coft  little  trouble  in  the 
preparation;  it  was* of  the  fame  nature  as  the 
other,  and  exhibited  a web  of  croffed  fibres, 
which  differed  from  that  of  our  cloths  by  the 
woof  being  fimply  laid  acrofs  the  warp  through- 
out its  whole  length  ; but  a few  fhort  fibres 
which  ran  from  one  layer  to  the  other  confined 
the  warp  and  woof  together,  and  formed  of  them 
a clofe  fubflance.  i 

To  remove  the  ligneous  fibres  that  are  met 
with  in  the  pith  of  the  fago,  after  it  has  been 
wafhed  in  the  bags,  it  is  again  run  into  troughs, 
difpofed  commonly  to  the  number  of  four,  one 
above  the  other,  in  order  that  what  has  not 'let- 
tied  in  the  firfi,  may  he  received  in  the  fécond, 
and  fo  on  with  the  refi. 

The  texture  of  the  fago*palm  well  defer ved  to 
be  examined  ; accordingly  I cut  a fiump  of  it,  in 
which  I remarked  a grain  common  to  many  other 
palms,  as  Citizen  Desfontaines  has  fo  ably  de- 
feribed  in  a memoir  on  monocotyledonous  plants. 

• On  the  two  following  days  I could  not  go  far 

from 
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from  the  town,  as  it  required  my  moû  affiduous 
attention  to  preferve  my  numerous  collecUon^^ 
An  intelligent  afiiflant  would  have  faved  each  of 
the  naturalids  a great  deal  of  precious  time, 
which  might  have  been  employed  in  a much 
more  advantageous  manner. 

But,  on  the  7th,  it  was  Icarcely  daylight  when 
we  were  in  the  roadflead.  We  eroded  it,  pro- 
ceeding towards  its  opening,  and  went  on  fhore 
near  a redoubt,  lituated  at  the  diftance  of  about 
a myriameter  from  the  town.  At  this  place  the 
roadflead  was ‘full  fix  kilometers  wide;  and, 
indeed,  an  enemy’s  £hip  had  no  more  to  fear 
from  this  baftion,  than  from  the  other  which  I 
have  already  mentioned.  Their  confiru6tion  is 
cxaftly  the  fame,  only  the  one  of  which  I am 
now  fpeaking  is  nearer  to  the  entrance  of  the 
yoadflead. 

Quite  clofe  to  this  redoubt,  a few  houfes  form- 
ed a little  hamlet,  which  exhibited  an  appear- 
ance of  neatnefe  that  announced  the  comfort- 
able fituation  of  its  inhabitants.  The  fea  fur- 
nifiies  them  with  an  abundant  fubfifience,  and 
the  greater  part  of  its  buildings  were  furrounded 
by  well-cultivated  gardens. 

Some  of  thefe  iflanders  raifed  poultry,  in  order 
to  carry  them  to  the  market  of  the  town.  We 
accepted  the  invitation  of  oue  of  thefe  worthy 
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villagers,  who  inülled  on  regaling  us  with  rîcw^ 
laid  eggs. 

Moit  of  the  gardens  were  furrounded  by 
Ihrubs,  among  which  I remarked  the  jatropha 
cur  cas  ^ the  plants  of  which  grew  fo  clofe  to- 
gether as  to  form  good  palifades  : its  feeds  have 
the  tafre  of  a filbert,  and  are  far  from  being  dif^ 
agreeable.  The  natives'  cautioned  us,  that,  al- 
though eaten  even  in  fmall  quantities,  they  oc-* 
calioned-  a great  drowfinefs;  they  were  not 
aware  that  the  narcotic  quality  of  this  fruit  is 
feated  in  the  part  known  to  botanifts  by  the 
name  of  the  embryo.  I had  the  fatisFaclion  of 
informi-ng  them,  that,  after  taking  this  out,  they 
might  eat  the  kernel  in  perfe61  fafety.  We  pro- 
ceeded into  the  interior  of  the  country,  where 
we  obferved  fevcral  plants  of  bixa  orellana  cul-  - 
tivated  without  much  trouble. 

When  we  arrived  pretty  near  the  entrance  of 
the  roadfread,  we  perceived  at  a diftance  feveral 
large  canoes,  which  were  working  to  windward", 
in  order  to  reach  it,  and  faw  others  which  were 
already  near  its  entrance. 

Our  little  canoe  had  reached  the  rendezvous, 
when  the  flood  occafioned  a cockling  fea,  which 
was  very  troublcfome  to  the  paddlers.  We  were 
•under  the  neceflity  of  waiting  till  it  became 
fmoolher,  before  we  could  again  take  boat,  to 
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go  to  the  other  fide  of  the  road,  and  farther  than 
we  had  yet  been* 

We  then  for  fome  time  kept  clofe  along  the 
fliore,  in  order  to  be  able  the  more  eafily  to  fiem 
the  tide,  and  allow  for  the  drift  which  the  firength 
of  the  current  would  occafion  us  to  make.  A great 
number  of  dolphins,  (delphimis  delfhus),  rapidly 
.dire6iin£r  their  courfe  towards  the  head  of  the 

O 

roadfiead,  pafTed  at  fo  fmall  a difiance  from  us, 
as  to  excite  in  thofe  who  could  not  fwim  the 
greateft  fear  that  the  canoe  would  be  overfet. 

In  a fliort  time  we  reached  a fmall  habitation, 
iituated  in  one  of  the  mofi  delightful  parts  of  the 
ifland. 

The  fifhermen  from  the  oppofite  fiiore  had 
plentifully  fupplied  us  with  fifh,  and  one  of  our 
party  propofed  to  have  it  drefied  in  tlie  manner 
of  the  inhabitants  of  the  South  Sea.  Cocoa-nut 
juice  was  .to  lerve  as  the  principal  feafoning  j he 
added  pimento  to  this  dith,  fo  greatly  extolled  by 
Captain  Cook. . We  faw  with  pleafure,  that  it 
w'as  much  relifiied  by  our  entertainers,  to  whom 
it  was  unknown  ; they  had  been  eager  to  furnifh 
our  guides  with  every  thing  necefiary  for  drefling 
it  in  perfection.  Our  thipmate,  who  had  given  the 
directions  ^or  the  preparation  of  this  admirable 
difh,  acquired  the  reputation  of  an  excellent 
.cook  among  thefe  iflanders,  who  diverted  us 

highly, 


•VOYAGE  IN  SEARCH 


366 

highly,  by  .inceffantly  alking  us  if  he  was  not 
the  chief  cook  of  our  fhip.  ^ ^ 

In  the  environs  of  this  houfe  I admired  the 
beautiful  flimb  known  under  the  name  of  ahroma 
augufla.  The  hedyfarum  wnbellafnm  made  a côa- 
fpicuous  figure  in  the  midfi:  of  a number  of  new 
■fpecies  of  the  tame  genus.  The  nutmeg-trees 
here  attracted  pigeons  of  the  fpecies  called  cq^- 
luniha  alha^  Linn.  Thofe  which  we  fliot,  had 
their  craw  filled  wfith  nutmegs. 

The  excefiive  perfpiration  occafioned  by  this 
burning  climate,  frequently  produces  cutaneous 
diforders.  Five  of  the  ifianders  at  whofe  houfes 
vve  flopped,  had  their  body  covered  with  mor^ 
flicca^  the  fcales  of  which,  wlien  they  came  off, 
were  immediately  replaced  by  others,  and  fhewed 
themfelves  the  more,  as  their  colour  formed  a 
firiking  contra fi  with  the  coppery  hue  of  the 
fivin.  This  difeale  frequently  fpreads  over  every 
part  of  the  body.  We  faw  alto  fome  cliildren 
atfecled  with  another  cutaneous  difeafe,  which 
fecined  not  to  give  them  any  pain  : tlie  greatetl 
part  of  their  body  w’as  covered  with  large  warts^ 
not  a third  of  a decimeter  from  each  other. 

I 

' I feldom  vifited  any  houfes  in  Amhoyna,  in 
which  I did  not  find  mufical  infiruments.  Here 
I like  wife  faw  one,  which  I had  Hot  before  met 
with  elfewhcrc  ; it  was  a flute  with  a mouth- 
piece ; its  lower  extremity  was  terminated  by 
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two  divergent  brandies  perforated  with  holes, 
placed  in  the  fame  manner  in  both,  and  thus 
forming  two  flutes,  wliidi  gave  pretty  nearly  the 
fame  founds.  The  natives  were  very  fond  of 
playing  in  unlfon,  and  made  ufe  of  one  hand  for 
each  branch. 

It  was  dark  when  I returned  to  the  town  ; the 
fea  in  the  roadflead  afforded  me  abundance  of 
the  fmall  bodies  which  illuminate:!  its  furfacc, 
under  the  form  of  large  fheets  of  light.  The 
water  that  I took  up  in  the  moft  phofphoric 
places,  left  on  the  fl rainer  through  which  I 
paflfed  it  fmall  molecules,  in  no  rcfpecl’ different 
from  thofe  which  1 had  already  examined  before 
my  arrival  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  in 
other  places  at  great  diftances  from  land. 

We  landed  on  the  coaft  near  the  town  at  the 
time  of  high  water;  we  were  obliged  to  wade  in 
the  fca  for  upwards  of  three  hundred  meters, 
our  canoes  not  being  able  to  approacli  nearer  the 
l>cach,  on  account  of  the  fhoalnefs  of  the  bot- 
tom. The  fifhermen  had  jufl  lighted  feme  fires 
to  attraft  the  fifhes,  which  the  flood  had  brou<:rht 
up  in  fuch  quantities,  that  we  fliw  their  nets 
filled  with  them. 

The  two  following  days  were  employed  in 
ft  rolling  about  the  environs  of  the  town.  I was 
furprifed  to  find  on  an  ifland  of  fo  fmall  extent, 
fuch  a number  of  difterent  fpccies  of  vegetables  ; 
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but,  undoubtedly,  from  the  proximity  of  Ceram^ 
it  is  enriched  with  part  of  the  plants  of  that  large 
iiland. 

In  the  evening  of  the  9th  the  Governor  gave 
an  entertainment  on  the  occaûon  of  the  birth- 
day of  one  of  his  fons,  who  was  then  in  Europe 
for  the  purpofc  of  completing  his  education  ; all 
the  natural  ills  were  invited,  and  we  repaired  to 
the  government-houfe  an  hour  after  funfet.  The 
cooliicfs  of  the  atmofphere  then  permitted  dan- 
cing ; the  ball  was  already  begun,  and  feveral 
cotillions  had  been  formed  in  the  grand  fa- 
loon,  in  which  his  Excellency  had  received  us 
at  the  iirfl  viht  we  paid  him  with  Admiral  D’En- 
trecafteaux* 

• This  faloon  was  a fort  of  gallery  decorated 
w^ith  fome  prints,  and  a fmall  number  of  very 
indifferent  pidlures,  placed  at  a great  dillance 
from  each  other.  The  walls  were  only  laid  over 
with  fome  coats  of  lime;  it  would,  however,  have 
been  eafy,  and  by  no  means  expenlive,  to  adorn 
them  with  an  excellent  wainfeoting,  the.idand 
furnifhing  feveral  forts  of  wood  proper  for  that 
purpofe. 

Almoft  all  the  daughters  of  the  Company’s 
ferv’ants  were  at  the  ball.  Although  the  heat  of 
the  climate  induced  us  to  fuppofe  that  every 
over-quick  movement  would  be  avoided,  w'e  faw, 
with  furprife,  that  thefe  young  ladies  had  adopted 
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a manner  of  dancing,  which  was  very  much 
againft  the  difplay  of 'their  graces;  they  con- 
tented themfelves  with  walking  deliberately, 
icarcely  going  through  the  figure  : and  this  air 
of  noncJmlance  formed  a ftriking  contraft  to  the 
ejctreme  agility  w^hich  the  dancers  exhibited  iti 
different  fleps  of  thefe  cotillions. 

The  orchefira  confifted  of  four  black  flaves 
\vho  played  the  violin,  and  ' of  another  who 
played  the  bafs. 

The  ball  was  followed  by  a fplendid  entertain- 
ment, which  was  ferved  up  in  the  fame  falooii. 

From  the  fmall  number  of  guefis  affembled 
about  half  paft  nine  o^clock,  I imagined  that 
the  fupper  party  would  ^not  be  numerous  ; but 
the  majority  of  the  company  being  indifferent 
about  dancing,  did  not  make  their  appearance 
till  towards  ten. 

Cheerfulnefs  prefided  at  this  repaft,  which 
lafVed  a good  part  of  the  night,  while  the  ball 
loon  recommenced,  and  was  net  over  till  fun- 
rife. 

We  were  furprifëd  not  to  find  at  this  enter- 
tainment  M.  Strampfer,  a minifter  of  the  Pro- 
tefiant  religion,  who  had  behaved  to  us  with  ex- 
traordinary civility  ; but  we  foon  learnt  that  he 
had  lately  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  the  Governor, 
becaufe,  after  having,  for  feveral  years,  paid  the 
moft  affiduous  attention  to  the  ediæation  of  his 
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children,  this  poor  man, had  thought  proper  to 
folicit  payment  of  what  was  due.  to  him  : in 
vain  did  he  reprefent  that  the  fô.much  boaûed 
honour  of  having  the  charge  of  the  education  of 
the  Governor’s  children,  was  not  of  itfelf  enough 
for  the  father  of  a family;  lie  could  obtain  no- 
thing more ■ . 

r^I  "employed  a .part  of  the  day  of.the  loth  in 
vifiting  feveral  gardens,  where,  among  the  plants 
with  which  they  were  embellifhed,  I remarked 
the  Chinefe  huxtis\  murraya  exotica^  which  formed 
very  pretty  walks,  the  jujiicta  ‘variegata^  and  the 
croton  variegatum,  fo  remarkable  for  the  beauty 
of  their  flowers  and’  foliage.  . l 

The  henné  (laivfonia  tnermis)^  called  by  fome 
naturalills  houngma  lacay  is  employed,  as  in  Afia, 
to  die  certain  parts  of  the  body;  and  particu- 
larly the  extremity  of  the  Angers  : the  Chinefe 
are  the  people,  who  make  moft  ufe  of  it.  ... 

■ I foon  found  myfelf  near  a houfe,  round  theedges 
of  the  roof  of  which,  and  from  the  neighbouring 
trees,  were  fufpended  a great  numberof  cocoa-nuts. 
The  owner  of  this  hut  told  me,  at  the  fame  time 
fiiewing  me  his  numerous  family,  that  he  was 
preparing  to  make  a large  plantation  of  cocoa- 
palms  : moft  of  thefe  cocoa-nuts  had  already 
fprouted,  and  he  did  not  mean  to  put  them  into 
the,  ground  until  the  young  plants  had  attained 
about  a demi-meter  in  height.  He  allured  me 
. i that 
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that’ without  this  precaution  a number  of  them 
would  rot  and  not  come  ùp. 

The  time  of  our  departure  from  Amboyna  was 
drawing*  near.  The  colle6lions  which  I had 
madê  in  this  charming  ifland  were  conveyed  to 
the  fliip,  and  I myfelf  alio  went  on  board  on  the 
1 2th. 

The  eagernefs  that  had  been  exprefled  to  in- 
duce every  perfon  helonging-to  the  expedition  to' 
repair  on  board,  had  made  us  prefume  that  every 
thing  was  ready  for  our  departiire  on  the  13th, 
and  that  nothing  could  prevent  our  failing  but 
contrary  winds.  However,  we  had  yet  to  replace 
part  of  the  water  that  had  been  expended  during 
the  time  vve  had  been  at  anchor  ; this  neceffary 
duty  was  not  completed  till  the  'afternoon,  and 
we  could  not  fail  beforedhe  next  day. 

The  fhip’s  company  were  very  well  pleafed 
with  this  refrefhing-place  ; they  had  enjoyed 
here  all  the  leifure  they  could  with,  and  even 
haves  had  been  employed  to  bring  us  our  fupply 
of  wood  and  water,  in  large  boats  called  yacoos. 

Our  fhip  had  juft  been  caulked,  and  the  rig- 
ging having  been  examined  with  fcrupulous  at- 
tention, was  found  in  good  condition. 

The  iftand  of  Amboyna,  called  by  the  natives 
Amhofi,  was  then  the  hrft  of  the  Dutch  govern- 
ments in  India,  after  the  general  government  of 
Batavia. 
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The  latitude  of  the  place  where  the  obfervatory 
was  erefled,  near  the  weftern  extremity  of  the 
town,  was  found  tobe  3°  41' 40"  fouth,  and  its 
longitude  126°  9^  eaff. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  was  1®  13^  20^' 
weft. 

A flat  needle  gave  3°  for  the  dip. 

Although  the  heat  was  opprefîive,  the  ther- 
mometer daily  varied  pretty  regularly  only  from 
22°  to  23°. 

The  barometer  flood  almofl:  conflantly  at  28 
inches  a lines,  its  variation  not  being  above  one 
line. 

• The  time  of  high  water  at  our  anchorage,  at 
the  full  and  change  days,  was  half  pafl  twelve 
o’clock,  and  the  fea  then  rofe  upwards  of  twen- 
ty-five decimeters.  The  tides  flow  and  ebb  twice 
a day. 

The  road  of  Amboyna  forms  a channel  about 
two  rayriameters  long,  and  its  mean  breadth  is 
two  thirds  of  a myriameter.  Its  Ihores,  in  many 
places,  afford  good  anchorage  ; in  fome,  how- 
ever, there  is  a bottom  of  coral.  Towards  the 
middle  the  depth  of  water  is  too  great  for  an- 
choring. 

; The  fort  called  Fort  Victory  is  built  of 
bricks  ; here  the  governor  and  feme  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  council  have  taken  up  their  refldence. 
It  was  then  falling  to  ruins,  and  whenever  the 
4 . guns 
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gnns  were  fired,  It  always  fuffered  fome  very  per- 
ceptible damage. 

The  garrifon  was  compofed  of  about  two  hun- 
dred men,  (he  greater  part  of  whom  were  na^ 
tives  : the  reft  were  fome  foldiers  of  a company 
come  from  Europe,  and  a weak  detachment  of 
the  regiment  of  Wirtemberg. 

Moft  of  the  European  foldiers  were  tormented 
with  the  defire  of.revifiting  their  country,  but 
not  one  of  them  could  have  the  fmallefi:  idea  of 
the  moment  when  he  would  be  allowed  to  return  ' 
thither  ; fome  who  had  been  flattered  with  this 
vain  hope  for  feveral  years  aflbrded  to  the  reft 
an  example  that  faddened  their  fouls. 

The  fmall  number  of  foldiers  who  furvive 
their  flay  in  India  render  thofe  that  have  pafled 
fome  years  in  the  country  flill  more  valuable  ; 
and  indeed,  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  are 
feldom  faithful  to  the  promifes  they  have  made 
them,  to  allow  them  to  return  to  Europe  when 
their  time  is  expired.  At  firfl,  every  method  is 
ufed  to  induce  them  to  enter  into  a fécond  en*- 
gagement  ; and  thofe  who  carefully  avoid  every 
offer  that  is  made  them  to  prolong  their  flay  in 
the  ifland,  do  not  fooner  obtain  their  liberty.  I 
met  with  fome  of  thefe  unfortunate  men  who  had 
been  detained  upwards  of  twenty  years  ; although 
at  the  expiration  of  their  engagements  they  fhould 
have  been  free. 
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The  ifland  of  Amboyii^  is  divided  into  feveral 
diflrids,  which  in  a number  of  places  form  fo 
.many  villages;  c?i\\ç.à  9iygre€s,  The  command  of 
each  nygree  is  given  to  a native,  who  is  dignified 
-with  the  title  of  Orankaye^  - Tlf^  map,  to  whom 
the  police  of  his  little  qanton  is  confided,  is  him- 
felf  very  fubordinate  to  the  , Patch  government, 
and  to  it  he  applies  in  cafes  of  importance.  The 
Dutch  ufually  choofc,  for  Orankajes,  the  natives 
who’ follow  the  Protefiant  religion,  giving  a pre- 
ference to  the  ancient  chiefs  or  their  ncarcft  re- 
dations,  and  particularly  to  thofc  who  are  in  the 
mofl:  cafy”  circumfiances,  c • 

Each  of  thcfc  Orankayes  lias  the  fupenntcnd-r 
cnce  of  about  a hundrqd*}  natives.  The.Dutch 
Eall-India  Company,  on  iuv.efiing  them  with 

A 

this  authority,  prcfent  them  with  a filver-hilted 
fword.  Thefc  chiefs  are:  clothed  in  the  European 
falhion,  and  all  in  black.  They;  wear  a cocked 
'hat,  the  corners  of  which  arc  yery  pointed  and 
very  lows  ihoes  arc  alfo  Jiddcd  to  this  official 
drefs,  which  they  never  .vycar  but  when  they  are 
obliged  do  appear  in  public,  or  in  pretence  of.thç 
Dutch  chiefs.  , . , . , 

The  n'arne  of  Orankiiye  is  formed  of  two  Ma- 
lay words,  o.7;an  kayciy  which,  tranflated  literally, 
rich  man,  ^ - 

The  dignity  of  Orankaye  is  not  an  empty  title; 
;t  gives  thefe  petty  chiefs  means  of  making  a for- 

. : ..  tune^ 
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tune,  which,  though  very  vexatious  to  thofe  who 
are  fa bje6t  to  them,  they  rarely  fail  to  employ  ; 
for  in  putting  the  poor  Amboyalis  under  contrir 
bution  to  the  agents  of  the  Company,  they  take 
care  not  to  forget  t)ieir  own  interefts.  It  fome^ 
times  however  happens,  that  this  fortune  goes 
to  wreck  much  falter  than  it  has  been  accumu- 
lated,  when  the  Company’s  agents  find  means  to 
turn  to  their  own  advantage  the  cupidity  of  the 
Orankayes^ 

The  inhabitants  of  Amboy na  fpeak  the  Ma- 
lay 'language  ; it  is  very  foft  : the  analogy 

which  it  bears  to  the  language  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  South  Sea,  has  determined  me  to  give,  to- 
wards the  end  of  the  fécond  volume,  a pretty  ex- 
tentive  vocabulary  of  it,  which  I collected  at 
Amboyna,  and  in  the  ifland  of  Java,  av here  I 
refided  a very  long  time,  at  the  end  of  this  ex- 
pedition. 

The  ufe  of  betel  has  been  eftablifhed  from 
time  immemorial  among  thefc' people.  They 
take  fome  young  leaves  of  the  pepper- tree,  called 
fiper  /mbouj  in  Malay  firi^  - and  after  they 
have  covered  them  with  a little  very. pure  lime; 
made  of  ihelis  and  newly  flackened,  they  chew 
them  with  the  cafhew-nut  : foine  even  piirfue 
this  gratltication  without  any  other  interrup- 
tion than  at  the  hours  of  eating  and  keeping.  I 
was  very  much  furprifed  that,  notwithflanding 
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the  continual  ufe  of  lime^  thcfe  people  had  gc-. 
nerally  very  found  teeth  ; they  acquired  however 
a blacknefs,  which  penetrated  into  their  enamel. 
Without  in  the  leaft  diminifhing  its  polith  ; in- 
deed they  are  in  the  ufe  of  cleaning  them  fre- 
quently, and  the  powder  which  they  employ  is 
not  very  expeniive  ; they  procure  it  from  a cal- 
careous fione  of  moderate  hardnefs,  which  they 
bruife  upon  fand-ftone.  They  alfo  make  ufe  of 
a piece  of  fand-ûone  to  wear  down  the  external 
part  of  their  incifors. 

Thefe  iflanders  do  not  content  themfelves 
with  chewing  betel  ; they  procure  from  Molucca 
an  extract  of  bitter  plants,  known  by  the  name 
of  gamhsr^  which  they  alfo  employ  in  mafri- 
cation. 

The  ifland  of  Amboyna  confifls  of  mountains 
of  a middling  height,  particularly  in  thè  eaftern 
part. 

The  coffee  which  they  here  gather,  appeared 

* y 

to  me  inferior  to  that  of  our  Ides  of  France,  and 
of  La  Réunion  The  Dutch,  fettled  at  Mo- 
lucca, appeared  befides  to  care  little  how  they 
prepared  it.  Their  fervants  have  all  a practice 
of  making  it  undergo  a degree  of  torrefaftion, 
by  which  it  is  often  reduced  to  charcoal  ';  this  ia 
done  in  order  that  they  may  have  lefs  trouble  in 

...  V ■ 1 

* Better  known  to  Enÿiflî  i^avigatp^  by name  çf  th^ 
yjleof  Bourhon»  T. 

pounding 
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pounding  it,  and  becaufe  for  this  purpofe  they 
make  ufe  only  of  wooden  pefiles  and  mortars.  ' 

Molt  of  the  marfhy  places  are  devoted  to  the 
.culture  of  the  fago-tree,  which  furnlfhes  the  in- 
habitants with  a very  wholefome  food  : it  is 
■ one  of  the  articles  of  provifions  laid  in  for  their 
long  voyages,  as  well  as  the  kernel  of  the  cana- 
riumy  which  they  dry  in  order  that  it  may  keep. 
This  kernel,  when  frefh,  is  hill  more  agreeable 
to  the  palate. 

The  rice  which  is  confumed  at  Amboyna,  is 
not  the  produce  of  the  ifland  ; however,  it  would 
thrive  very  well  in  moft  of  the  low  lands,  where 
the  water,  which  iffues  from  the  foot  of  the 
mountains,  affords  every  poffible  means  of  fa- 
cilitating its  culture  ; but  the  Dutch  Eaft- India 
Company  have  prohibited  the  cultivation  of  this 
article,  becaufe  the  fale  of  it  is  a mean  of  get- 
ting out  of  the  hands  of  the  natives  the  money' 
that  the  Company  ai'e  obliged  to  give  them  for 
the  cloves  which  they  furnifh.  They  thus  prevent 
the  increafe  of  ijpecie,  and  keep  always  at  a 
very  moderate  price  the  produce  of  the  labour 
of  the  inhabitants.  Befides,  the  ufe  of  rice  be^ 
ing  pretty  much  fpread  among  thofe  who  are  iti 
tolerably  eafy  ciicumflances,  it  becomes  a profit- 
^]Ae  article  of  trade,,  in  the  hands  of  the  Com-i» 
pany’s  agents,  who  fupply  them  with  it.  They 
procure  it  principally  from  the  ifland  of  Java. 
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Thus  it  is  that  this  government,  attentive  only 
to  its  own  intcre/l,  Itifles  among  thefe  people  all 
induftry,  forcing  them  to  abandon,  in  a man- 
ner, every  other  fpecies  of  culture  for  that  of  clove 
and  nufineg  trees. 

The  Dutch  take  care  to  limit  the  cultivation  of 
fpices,  in  order  that  it  may  not  much  exceed 
the  ordinary  confumption.  Thefe  means,  deilruc- 
tive  of  all  adtivity,  agree  in  other  refpects  very 
weil  with  the  indolence  of  the  natives. 

A variety  of  farinaceous  roots-,  and  à great 
number  of  trees,  afford  them,  almoft  without 
culture,  an  abundant  fubfiftence,  as  if  Nature 
had  wifhed  to  compenfate  man  for  the  indolence 
to  which  die  feems  to  have  condemned  him  un- 
der fo  burnino;  a Ikv.  * ‘ . 

Grafting  would  doubtlefs  be  a mean  of  im- 
proving tlie  various  fruits  that  grow  in  this 
idand  ; but  no  one,  even  among  the  Europeans, 
has  yet  fucceeded  in  bringing  it  into  ufe  ; they 
-have  always  let  the  fhoots  dry  before' the ’circu- 
lation of  the  fap  was  eftabliflied  between  it  and 
the  tree  in  which  it  had  been  ingrafted.  It 

T - r 

•would  however  be  eafy  to  prevent  this ‘accident, 
'by* keeping  up  a proper  humidity;  till  it.  is  certain 
that  the  graft  isfxrmly  united. 

• . The  European  vegetables  do  not  agree  well 
with  the  heat  of  the  climate.-^  ^ ' • - 

A .)  \ A ve^ 
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A very  fmall  banana  called  pifrng  radlga^  Is 
tonlidered  as.  the  belt  fpecies  ; after  the  U-tchi 
and  garchiea  mangojiuna^  it  is  the  bed  fruit  that  I 
ate  at  Amboy na.  They  have  alfo  lèverai  fpecies 
of  U-tchi,  among  tlie  jnumber  of  which  may  be 
reckoned  the  ramb-outan  of  the  Malays,  nephe- 
Hum  lappaceum.  Three  celebrated  botanids,  Lin- 
næus,  Juflieu,  and  Gærtner,  have  fallen  into 
an  error  in  the  clalTilication  of  this  genus,  un- 
doubtedly becaufe  they  had  not  an  opportunity 
of  feeing  completely  the  parts  of  fru6lification. 

Linnæus  claflcs  it  in  the  family  of  t\\Q  enpho?'^ 
Via,  Juffieu  in  that  of  the  compofeta,  and  Gært- 
ner in  that  of  the  amentaceie\  whereas  it  evidently 
belongs  to  the  family  of  the juponarice. 

The  fame  prohibitory  fyttem  which  we  have 
feen  purfued  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  was  ]ike^ 
wife  followed  at  Amboyna.  In  order  to  prevent 
every  rife  in  the  price  of  provilions,  the  Company 
undertook  to  vi6lual  our  fhips,  The  natives  fup- 
ply  the  Company  at  a low  price  with  proviflons, 
of  which,  in  dhp^hug  of  them  to  us,  they 
took  care  to  make  a good  profit. 

The  Dutch  have  palfied  into  a law,  a cufiom 
ftill  far  more  pernicious  : the  principal  fervants 
pf  the  Company  have  a right  to  take,  without 
paying,  at  the  houfesofthe  natives,  theprovifions 
necefi'ary  tor  their  dally  confumption.  Nothing 
can  be  conceived  more  oppretfive  than  this  ar- 
bitrary 
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bitrary  contribution.  The  moft  induftrious  man, 
as  well  as  the  moft  indolent,  is  almoft  certain 
that  they  will  hardly  leave  him  any  thing  to  fub^ 
lift  on  ; and  indeed  the  greater  part  of  them  are 
contented  to  fublift  on  articles  of  eafy  culture, 
pafting  in  idlenefs  a time  which,  under  another 
fyftem,  they  might  employ  in  procuring  a certain 
independence. 

The  Fifcal  completes  the  oppreftion  of  the  in*- 
habitants:  he  has  the  diredlion  of  the  police, 
and  has  a right  to  impofe,  for  his  own  emolu^ 
ment,  the  pecuniary  penalties,  which  he  fixes 
in  proportion  to  his  avidity,  and  the  fortune 
of  the  nativ^es,  whom  it  is  often  his  pleafure 
to  find  guilty,  without  their  having  committed 
the  final  left  offence.  It  was  M.  Mackay  who 
then  exercifed  this  employment.  He  was  very 
different  from  the  greater  part  of  his  predecef- 
fors  ; the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  had  reafon  to 
be  well  fatisfied  with  his  humanity,  and  he  had 
the  more  merit  in  doing  good,  as  his  place  ena- 
bled him  to  do  them,  with  impunity,  all  poffible 
harm.  This  worthy  man  was  incelfantly  repeat* 
ing  to  us,  that  he  preferred  living  in  mediocrity, 
to  enriching  himfelf  by  adopting  fuch  methods. 
When  M.  Mackay  was  one  day  explaining  to 
us  all  the  privileges  of  his  place,  he  informed  us 
that  forne  failors  belonging  to  onr  Ihips  had  oc- 
c^fioned  a riot,  at  an  unfcafonable  hour  of  the 
« nighty 
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wight,  at  ihe  houfe  of  a very  rich  Chincfe,  whp 
ibid  arrack  and  other  fpirituous  liquors.  He 
told  us,  with  much  ingenuoufnefs,  that  he  might 
in  this  cafe  have  availed  hirafelf  of  the  rights  of 
his  office,  to  extort  a good  turn  of  money  from 
this  Chinefe,  by  irapofing  on  him  a heavy  fine, 
for  his  own  emolument.  Many  otliers,  faid  he 
to  us,  would  not  liavc  failed  to  do  this,  but  I do 
not  repent  having  aded  with  integrity. 

The  elove-tree  conhitutes  the  principal  article 
of  culture  of  Amboyna,  and  of  .feveral  illots 
lituated  to  the  ea  ft  ward  of  this  itland,  where  it 
thrives  as  well  as  poftiblc.  In  each  of  thefe  iflots 
the  Dutch  keep  refidents,  to  prevent  the  fraudu- 
lent exportation  of  this  valuable  commodity. 

It  appears  that  the  foil  and  the  nature  of  the 
land  of  the  ifland  of  Banda,  agree  ftill, better 
with  the  culture  of  the  nutmeg-tree  than,  the 
ifland  of  Amboyna  ; it  is  generally  .admitted 
that  the  nutmeg  of  the  latter  is  Inferior. 

' Formerly  the  nutmeg- tree  and  the  clove- tree 
were  dlffufed  in  the  iflands  of  Ternate,  Tidor, 
Macquian,  &c.  in  a 'much  greater  quantity  than 
at  Ambovna  and  Banda  ;but  the  Dutch,  wifliins 
to  appropriate  thefe  valuable  trees  exclufively  to 
themfelves,  forced  the  fovereigns  of  the  former 
iflands  to  deflroy  the  plantations  of  them  : at  their 
courts  they  keep  agents,  who  are  very  ftrid  in 
their  viftts  ; and  thefe  trees  arc  allowed  to  be  cul- 
tivated 
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tivated  only  at  Amboyna,  and  on  the  otbef 
iflands  which  are  tinder  the  immediate  depen- 
dency of  the  Company,  and  where  they  can  ex- 
ercife  a continual  fuperihtendence.  This  inqui- 
lition,  introduced  by  Dutch  cupidity,  is  Angu- 
larly counteracted  by  the  birds,  which  go  and 
depoAt  the  feeds  of  the  fpice-trees  in  the  iAands 
adjacent  to  thofe  where  they  are  cultivated  ; 
this  has  determined  the  Company  alfo  to  Ax 
there  refidents,  wliofe  principal  raiAion  is  to 
make  conAant  refearches  in  order  to  deAroy  all 
thofe  which  they  may  meet  with  : often,  indeed, 
thefe  trees  happen  to  be  fown  in  places  fo  Aeep, 
that  they  efcape  the  moA  a6live  vigilance. 

The  Aaves,  imported  into  the  Moluccas,  are, 
for  the  moA  part,  drawn  from  MacaAar  and 
Ceram.  The  women  of  Macaffar  have  in  ge- 
neral agreeable  features,  and  are  of  a middling 
Aature  ; their  hair  is  not  curly  ; their  fkin,  which 
is  of  a tint  Aill  more  yellow  than  that  of  the  Eu- 
ropean women  who  are  aAli6led  by  the  green 
Acknefs,  occaAons  them  however  to  be  deAgnated 
by  the  natives  of  the  Moluccas  by  the  name  of 
white  women,  paran-pouang  poulee-. 

Before  the  Dutch  had  eAablifhed  the 
Aave-trade,  the  iAanders  of  Ceram  -pradtifed 
the  barbarous  cuAom  of  eating  the  prifoners 
that  they  had  taken  in  their  battles.  . It  is. 
painful  to  learn  that  they  have  abandoned  this 

atrocious 
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atrocious  habit  only  becaufe  they  derive  a 
greater  profit  from  the  fale  of  their  captives.  If 
there  has  refulted  from  it  an  apparent  good,  in 
other  refpedls  it  has  with  them  been  a more  fre- 
quent occafion  of  war.  Man  mufl  be  arrived  to 
the  lowefl  ftate  of  degeneracy  for  the  introduc- 
tion of  flavery  to  have  been  able  to  put  him  in 
the  road  to  civilization.  This  may,  however, 
be  faid  of  thefe  formerly  anthropophagi. 

The  Dutch  who  are  fettled  in  the  Moluccas, 
fpeak  only  the  Malay  language  to  their  flaves  : 
they  take  good  care  not  to  teach  them  their 
mother  tongue,  in  order  that  they  may  not  be 
underdood  when  they  converfe  between  them- 
felves. 

As  foon  as  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company 
had  appropriated  to  themfelves  the  exclufive 
commerce  of  the  Moluccas,  they  endeavoured 
to  afeertain  their  population  ; at  that  time,  by 
exaggerated  computations,  which  tended  to  give 
a high  idea  of  the  conquered  countries,  it  was 
made  to  amount  to  a hundred  and  fifty  thoufand 
fouls,  which,  according  to  the  moft  confident 
of  the  more  recent  calculations  received,  and 
according  to  the  mod  general  opinion,  was 
double  the  number  of  its  inhabitants.  The 
quantity  of  cloves  which  are  annually  gathered 
there  amounted  to  about  two  thoufand  bales  of 
four  and  twenty  myriagrams  three  kilograms. 

each. 
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each.  The  crops  of  two  years  form  the  cargo 
of  three  Ihips,  two  of  which  are  difpatcbed  in 
one  year,  and  the  other  the  year  following. 
The  exportation  of  this  commodity,  like  that  of 
the  nutmeg,  fometimes  exceeds  the  ordinary 
confumption  : it  is  well  known,  that,  in  this 
cafe,  the  Dutch  Eaft-India  Company  caufe  the 
furplus  to  be  burnt,  in  order  to  keep  them  al- 
ways at  the  fame  price. 

Not  with  handing  all  their  care  to  monopolize 
the  fpice-trade,  it  is  reckoned  that  they  lofe  a 
fifth  of  the  annual  crop  by  fmuggling.  The' 
fcanty  falaries  of  their  agents  riot  leading  them 
rapidly  on  to  fortune,  feveral  employ  means 
attended  indeed  with  danger,  but  ealily  prac- 
tifed,  in  order  to  emerge  from  this  Hate  of  dif- 
trefs.  In  fpite  of  the  vigilance  of  the  Company,’ 
thefe  agents  contrive  to  pilfer  from  them  a fmall 
part  of  their  fpices.* 

Only  a fhort  time  had  elapfed  fuice  the  Go- 
vernor of  Banda  and  the  Deputy  Gov^ernor  had 
been  difniilfed  from  their  employments,  and  fent 
to  Batavia,  for  having  purloined,  for  their,  own 
profit,  part  of  the  produce  of  that  ifland  ; but 
abufes  are  carried  to  fuch  a pitch,  that  this  ex- 
ample will  ferve  only  to  excite  others  to  conduél 
themfelves  with  more  addrefs,  in  order  that  they 
may  not  be  difeovered. 


This 
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This  contraband  trade  is  chiefly  carried  on 
by  the  canoes  of  Ceram,  that  large  ifland  being 
very  dole  to  the  fpiee  iflands  ; what  eomes  from 
them  is  Ibid  to  Englifli  veflels,  which  furnifh  in 
exchange  India  muflin,  opium,  fire-arms,  gun- 
powder, lead,  articles  of  hardware,  and  tin, 
which  lafl:  the  inhabitants  of  Ceram  greatly  value, 
and  of  which  they  make  bracelets,  ear-rings,  &c.  : 
Ibme  of  thefe  articles  are  afterwards  refold  at 
Amboyna. 

The  Dutch  have  two  fadlories  at  Ceram  ; one 
• at  its  fouth-wefl;  extremity,  and  the  other  at 
Savaï.  Admiral, Bougainville  had  been  mifin-  , 
formed  in  fiating  that  they  had  been  driven 
away  from  this  latter  pofi:.  They  have,  indeed, 
lofi  very  extenfive  pofleflions  in  the  other  parts 
of  that  large  ifland,  but  this  one  they  have  pre- 
ferved. 

Thé  refldent  who  received  Bougainville  at 
the  time  of  his  fiay  at  Bouro,  had  been  dead 
feveral  years.  Wc  had  the  pleafure  of  feeing  at 
Amboyna  his  widow,  who  flill  preferved  an 
agreeable  rccolledlion  of  the  flay  of  the  French. 
Her  fondnefs  for  our  language  had  induced  her 
to  employ  all  the  refources  which  flie  had  beer^ 
able  to  find,  fo  far  from  Europe,  to  have  it 
taught  to  her  children. 

The  Chinefe  are  almofl:  the  only  foreigners 
whom  the  Dutch  allow  to  refide  in  Amboyna; 
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but  they  are  obliged  to  get  naturalized  ; then 
they  can  return  no  more  to  China,  They  are 
permitted  to  navigate  in  the  Moluccas;  and 
they  can  procure,  at  Macaffar  and  Batavia, 
where  the  fliips  arriving  from  China  are  admit- 
ted, the  merchandife  which  thele  veffels  bring' 
from  that  country.  They  are  all  engaged  in- 
trade.  Some  have  purchafed,  at  a very  high 
price,  the  exclufive  privilege  of  vending  particu- 
lar articles  ; accordingly,  they  fell  them  very 
dear.  They  employ  all  forts  of  means  to  get 
money  their  reputation  frequently  fufFers  by  it; 
but,  in  this  refpeâ,  they  have  loll  every  fpark 
of  fenfibility.  Some  Jews,  to  whom  the  Dutch 
Eaft- India  Company  has  granted  permiffion  to 
remain  in  the  ifland,  enter  into  competition 
with  them  in  trade  ; but  they  are  not  fuccefsful 
rivals  ; the  Chinefe  have  a great  many  advan- 
tages over  them,  from  their  number  and  their 
connexions. 

The  cufiom-houfe  officer  of  the  Company  is  a 
Chinefe  ; he  is  betides  the  chief  of  his  country- 
men fettled  in  the  ifland,  and  is  entrufted  with 
the  police  among  them,  in  fuch  unimportant 
cafes  as  the  adminiftration  of  Amboyna  has  not 
referved  for  it<s  own  deciiion.  We  went  one  day 
to  his  houfc,  with  a Proteftant  clergyman,  and 
drank  there  fomc  very  good  tea.  The  table  was 
covered  with  a great  variety  of  fruits,  extremely 
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\vell  preferved  ; one  of  the  beft  was  the  young 
nut  of  the  fruit  of  the  fago-palm.  This  chief, 
who  is  called  the  Chinefe  Captain,  pointed  out 
to  us,  with  an  air  of  fat  is  fa  df  ion,  his  coats  of 
arms  variegated  with  a great  number  of  colours; 
they  were  fcattered  with  profufion  in  the  apart- 
ment where  he  received  us  ; and  his  bed  was 
furrounded  with  them  on  all  tides. 

flis  houfe,  lil^e  that  of  the  other  Chinefe, 
bore  no  refemblance  to  the  habitations  of  the 
natives  of  the  ifland.  The  Chinefe  build  much 
more  fubftantially  ; their  houfes  are  contlrudled 
like  thofe  of  the  Europeans,  with  the  exception 
of  fome  little  difference  in  the  manner  in  which 
they  arc  laid  out.  The  body  of  the  building  is 
of  wood  ; the  mud  walls  are  covered  with  a very 
thick  roughcatl,  which  is  laid  over  with  feveral 
coats  of  lime. 

The  frequency  of  earthquakes  and  hurricanes 
has  occafioned  a preference  to  be  given  to 
wooden  houfes.  - There  are  fcarcely  any  but 
the  public  buildings  that  are  conftrudted  with 
(tone.  It  almoft  always  happens  that,  in  thefe 
tempefluous  moments,  the  inhabitants  are 
obliged  to  quit  their  dwellings,  and  retreat  to 
little  huts  very  llightly  built,  where  they  are  in 
much  greater  fafety  than  in  their  houfes,  which 
the  winds  and  the  earthquakes  fometimes  over- 
throw. 
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"We  enjoyed  tolerably  fine  weather  during  onr 
fiay  at  Ainboyna  ; the  winds  did  not  blow  with 
any  degree  of  violence;  and  thofe  which  came 
from  between  the  fouth-eaft  and  the  north-eaft 
were  very  faint. 

The  market,  where  ditFcrcnt  fruits  of  the  coun- 
try afe  fold,  is  held  in  the  quarter  of  the  Chinefe. 
The  Malays  defignate  this  place  by  the  term  of 
bazar ^ the  lame  as  the  Arabs.  It  is  principally 
towards  the  clofe  of  the  day  that  the  venders 
alfemblc  ; and  here  they  remain  till  nine  o’clock 
in  the  evening.  Each  of  thefe  fruiterers  is  lighted 
by  one,  and  more  frequently  by  two  torches, 
formed  of  tlie  rofin  called  danuner,  which  fur- 
nilhcs  a fort  of  cycas  known  under  the  fame 
name  ; it  is  the  dammar  a aJbay  Humph,  Amb, 
v(/  ii.  chap.  xii.  tab.  57.  They  wrap  it  up 
in  leaves  of  the  fago-trec,  without  adding  to  it 
aiiy  wick;  it  burns  well,  making  little  fmoke  ; 
only  care  rnuft  be  taken  to  lower,  from  time  to 
time,  the  leaf  of  the  fago-tree,  which  is  reduced 
to  afhes,  in  order  to  bring  it  to  a level  with  the 
rofin  as  fail  as  it  is  confumed.  ïhefe  people  are 
lighted  at  a very  cheap  rate  : each  torch  of  dam-^ 
mer,  two  decimeters  long,  by  a third  of  a deci- 
meter in  thicknefs,  cods  them  about  a centime 
of  our  money,  and  furnithes  a pretty  good  light 
for  upwards  of  tlirce  hours.  This  rofin  allb 
I’erYcs  them  as  a torch  in  their  houfes. 


Some 
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Some  other  eatables  are  alfo  fold  at  this  bazar  ; 
and  particularly  fifh,  of  which  a much  greater 
quantity  is  to  be  met  with  dried  than  frefh.  Fifii, 
under  a burning  Iky,  and  in  an  atmofphere  pro- 
digioufly  charged  with  humidity,  would  very 
foon  putrefy,  if  the  inhabitants  had  not  means 
to  dry  it  expeditioufly.  When  it  is-  cured  by 
the  fmoke  of  a flow  Are,  it  acquires  a flavour 
which  makes  them  prefer  it  to  frefh  flfh. 

• The  Molucca  Iflands,  after  having  been  a 
long  time  under  the  domination  of  the  A.ral';^ , the  ^ 
Moors,  and  the  Malays,  pafTed  under  .that  q.f  (he 
Europeans.  The  Portuguefe,  the  Spaniards,  .and 
the  Dutch,  difputed  for  the  pofTeffion  of  them, 
after  having  there  eftabliflied  fa6lories  and  built 
forts.  The  Dutch  at  length  remainecj  maflers  of 
them,  and  they  have  for  a great  number  of  years 
enjoyed  excluflvely  the  fpice-trade.  Thefe  dif- 
ferent fovereigns  have  wrought  fuch  a change  in 
the  manners  of  the  natives  of  Amboyna,  tb^t  it 
is  very  difficult  to  diflinguifli  among  then;  at 
this  day  any  traces  of  their  primitive  charadlcr. 
The  Portuguefe  introduced  among  thefe  pe..Or’ 
pic  the  Catholic  religion.  The  Dutch  have 
made  every  effort  to  direcd  them  towafds  the 
Proteffant  faith,  confldering  this  mean  as  better" 
calculated  than  any  other  to  fubjc6l  them  en- 
tirely to  their  own  control  ^ accordingly,  they* 
have  a great  number  of  fchools  where  the  chil-* 
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dren  of  the  natives  are  inûrufled  in  this  religion, 
and  taught  to  read  and  write  in  the  Malay  lan- 
guage. The  fervice  is  performed  in  the  Malay 
tongue,  in  a church  fet  apart  for  the  ufe  of  the 
natives,  and  in  Dutch  in  another  intended  for  the 
Dutchmen.  There  are  two  minifters  to  each. 

«f 

The  Chinefe,  as  may  be  fuppofcd,  have  here 
a pagoda. 

A few  natives  of  the  ifland,  who  have  pre- 
ferved  the  religion  introduced  by  the  Arabs  and 
» the  Moors,  have  a mofque.  It  is  chiefly  on  the 
other  fide  of  the  roadflead,  to  the  northward  of 
the  town,  that  is  to  be  found  the  grcatefl:  num- 
ber of  true  believers.  The  Dutch  have  been 
ynore  fuccefsful  in  making  profelytes  to  their 
religion  in  the  environs  of  their  principal  cfla- 
blifhment.  The  rod  of  iron,  with  which  they 
govern  this  miferable  people,  fo  affimilates  them 
to  flaves,  that  it  is  by  no  means  aftonifhing 
to  find  among  them  part  of  the  vices  which 
proceed  frofn  this  fiate  of  degradation  of 
jnan. 

I 

Notwithflanding  thefe  people  are  accuflomed 
to  give  up  almofl  every  thing  they  poflefs  to  the 
Europeans,  there  is  one  article 'which  they  are 
very  little  difpofed  to  refign.  Jealoufy  is  with 
them  carried  to  fuch  a pitch,  that  it  would  be 
highly  dangerous  to  attempt  to  hold  any  impro- 
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per  converfation  with  their  women.  No  fear  of 
punifhment  would  be  lufficicnt  to  hinder  them 
from  executing  their  revenge. 

Among  the  Dutch,  the  men  have  preferved 
fui  their  drefs  of  ceremony  their  European 
clothes,  but  thèy  all  have  waiilcoats  with 
fleeves,  in  order  to  be  able  to  pull  off  their  coiit 
when  the  mafter  of  the  houfe  where  they  are 
invited  delires  them  to  put  themfelves  at  their 
cafe,  himfelf  fetting  them  the  example.  Thofe 
who  wear  a wig  never  fail  to  deliver  it  into  the 
hands  of  one  of  their  fervants,  and  they  then 
put  on  a large  cap  of  very  fine  white  linen.  The 
European  women  wear  a petticoat  which  a] moll 
touches  the  ground,  and  a gown  in  ^he  form  of 
a chemife,  open  in  front,  which  falls  no  lower 
than  the  petticoat,  and  is  drawn  in  by  a fafh  ; 
their  hair  is  rolled  in  a fpiral  form  behind  the 
head,  and  confined  by  two  large  pins  which 
crofs  each  other  : this  is  their  ordinary  drefs. 
The  women  of  the  natives,  who  are  in  eafy  cir- 
cumftances  and  refide  in  the  town,  wear  dreflcs 
of  the  fame  make,  but  mofl  commonly  black, 
Thofe  of  a blue  colour  are  in  particular  requeft 
among  the  women  who  live  in  the  country. 

Tlic  female  flaves  wear,  as  a gown,  a fort  of 
fhift,  which  is  not  open  in  front  like  that  of  the 
free  women. 
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The  free  men  wear  their  hair  turned  up  with 

a comb.  .The  flaves  tie  a handkerchief  round 

their  head. 

* 

The  Chinefe,  as  is  well  known,  received 
fpices  from  the  Moluccas  many  centuries  before 
the  Europeans  made  themlelves  mafters  of  them. 
The  Greeks  and  the  Romans  alfo  had  a know- 
ledge  of  them.  This  vyas  for  a lopg  time  the 
objeél  of  the  refearches  of  the  firfl  navigators 
who  penetrated  into  the  Indian  feas.  Thof^ 

valuable  aromatics  whicli  were  at  that  time 

^ • « . : < • • • 1. 

concentrated  in  a fmall  number  of  iflands,  have 
fince  been  carried  into  very  diflant  countries, 
where  they  thrive  perfedlly  vyel).  We  have 
reafon  to  hope  that  one  day  our  colony  of  Gui- 
ana will  rival  the  Moluccas,  and  by  procuring 
for  the  whole  world,  at  a moderate  price,  a 
greater  quantity  of  fpices,  will  bring  them  into 
more  general  ufe.  They  are  alfo  cultivated  with 
fuccefs  in  the  I fies  of  France  and  of  the  Re- 

• .V  « , . 

union. 

We  took  on  board  the  Recherche  two  does 

• » . . 1 I 

and  a hag,  with  the  intention  of  enriching 
New  Holland  with  this  beautiful  fpecies  of  qua- 
, druped. 

We  laid  in  a good  hock  of  fowls,  ducks,  and 
Guinea  geefe. 

We  did  not  bring  away  any  cafTowaries  , 

* Struthio  ca(fuarius^  Linn. 

■ '■  Althougl^ 
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Although  they  are  here  coniidered  as  poultry,  it 
not  cafy  to  procure  them  ; for  they  are  not 
natives  of  Amboy na,  but  are  brought  thither 
from  the  large  iflands  fituated  to  the  eaflward. 
Th  is  bird  would  feared  y bear  a fea  voyage  ; be- 
lides,  its  flefh  is  black,  hard,  and  by  no  means 
juicy.  In  proportion  to  the  room  that  it  would 
have  occupied  on  board,  it  would’  have  afforded 
much  lefs  meat  than  the  poultry  we  had  pro- 
vided ; for,  with  the  exception  of  its  thighs, 
which  are  very  mufcular,  lince  nature  has  fpe- 
cially  deftined  this  bird  for  running,  the  reft  of 
its  body  is  of  a moderate  fize  relatively  to  it^ 
height. 

Our  roots  were  principally  fweet  potatoes  and 
yams. 

Some  fine  bunches  of  plantains,  and  various 
fpecies  of  pumpkins»  adorned  the  fhip’s  ftern. 

We  had  purchafed  a good  number  of  hogs 
and  goats. 

We  carefully  preferved  our  cow,  although  her 
milk  was  now  dried  up;  for  it  would  have  been 
impoftible  to  replace  her.  At  Amboyna,  in- 
deed, is  found  in  the  number  of  the  domeftic 
animals  a fpecies  of  buffalo,  coinmon  in  India; 
fhe  female  gives  but  little  milk:  befides,  this 
quadruped  being  almoft  ungovernable,  would 
he  very  dangerous  and  very  troublefome  on 

fliipboard. 
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Our  butcher,  who  was  entrufted  with  the 
feeding  of  the  cattle,  had  been  able  to  procure 
only  a very  hard  and  very  dry  forage,  compofed 
in  a great  meafure  of  the  antliiftiria  ciliata  ; 
but  fortunately  he  had  provided  fome  thick 
plantain' fiems,  which  for  a longtime  afforded 
thefe  animals  a fucculent  food.  As  they  were 
reduced  to  a fcanty  allowance  of  water,  the 
moifture  of  thefe  plants  was  verj"  beneficial  to 
them. 

The  flour  which  was  procured  for  us  at  Am* 
boyna  was  of  a middling  quality;  and  of  this 
the  Company's  agents  could  furnith  us  only 
about  five  hundred  myriagrams.  This  fcarcity, 
whether  real  or  fldfitious,  occafloned  us  to  pay 
for  it  an  exorbitant  price. 

We  found  here  very  little  European  meat. 
The  Deputy  Governor,  however,  had  a good 
flock  of  Hamburgh  beef,  which  is  an  article  in 
high  . requeft  with  navigators.  He  was  fo  good 
as  to  fpare  a part  of  it  to  .the  commander  of  the 
expedition  ; but,  when  we  got  to  fea,  it  was 
difeovered  that  the  Deputy  Governor's  fervants 
had  committed  a great  breach  of  trufl.  The 
mofl  flefhy  part  of  thefe  pieces  of  beef  bad  been 
taken  off,  and  there  had  been  delivered  tp  the 
Admiral  nothing  more  than  the  bones  and  the 
tendinous  parts. 


Young 
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Young  bamboo  flioots,  cut  in  flices  and 
pickled  in  vinegar,  form  an  excellent  article  for 
a long  voyage  ; we  laid  in  a great  quantity  of 
them.  Thefe  fhioots  are  in  general  very  tender# 
Care  muft  be  taken  to  cut  them  in  time,  They 
are  fold  in  the  market  as  culinary  vegetables, 
for  which  they  are  a good  fubftitute.  Their  length 
is  frequently  a meter,  and  their  thicknefs  a third 
pf  a decimeter. 

We  had  flocked  ourfelves  with  cloves  and 
nutmegs  preferved  in  fugar.  The  huflc  of  the 
nutmeg  is,  in  this  cafe,  the  only  eatable  part  ; 
unfortunately,  the  ignorant  confe6tioners  had 
chofen  nutmegs  in  too  ripe  a flate.  The  cloves 
being  already  as  big  as  middle-fized  olives,  flill- 
preferved  too  aromatic  a flavour  to  form  an 
agreeable  ^Veetmeat  : a perfon  mu  ft  have  an 
Indian  palate  to  enjoy  thefe  dainties  in  perfec- 
tion. As  much  may  be  laid  of  tile  preferved 
ginger,  of  which  we  alfo  took  a fupply. 

Our  ftock  of  fago  was  far  too  confiderable, 
for  we  could  confume  only  a very  final  I part  of 
it  ; the  fhip’s  company  could  never  reconcile 
themfelves  to  this  mefs,  however  wliolefome  it 
might  be,  and,  in  fpite  of  all  the  arguments  of 
our  furgeon,  they  conceived  fuch  a dil'guft  for  it, 
at  the  end  of  a few  months,  that  they  j^referred 
fo  it  fait  meat  even  of  the  worft  quality. 
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We  fcarcely  had  remaining  any  hogfhcads  of 
wine  that  was  drinkable.  The  only  fpirituous 
liquor  that  we  could  procure  was  arrack,  of 
which  we  purchafed  feveral  cafks.  Some  navi- 
gators fpeak  a great  deal  too  much  in  praile  of 
this  liquor,  which  is  not  fp  good  as  brandy 
even  of  a middling  quality. 


CHAPTER 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

De[>arture  from  'Amhqyna^ — Singular  effeéf  of  the 
tides, — JVe  get  fight  of  different  ifands. — Ra- 
vages  occafioned  on  hoard  by  the  fpecies  of  ti« 
i\ta  called  blatta  Germanica. — Navigation  along 
the  fouth-wefl  coaf  of  New  Holland. — Death 
of  the  fmith  of  the  Recherche, — A gale  of  wind 
-drives  us  towards  the  coaf, — JVe  anchor  in  Le- 
grand s Bay, — The  Efgérance  lofes  at  the  an- 
chorage two  iron  tillers, — The  chain  by  which  Jhe 
rides  at  this  anchorage  breaks, — Various  excur- 
fons  to  the  neighbouring  country. — New  fpecies 
of  fw an,— -Marine  fait  found  at  upwards  of  two 

* I 

hundred  meters  in  perpendicidar  height  ; in  what 
jnanjier  it  had  been  carried  thither. — Citizen 
' Riche  lofes  himfelf  upwards  of  two  days  in  the 
woods  on  the  main  land, — We  fail  from  Legrandl  s 
Bay^  in  order  to  continue  to  range  along  the  fwre. 
— The  want  of  water  makes  us  quit  this  coaf. — 
Arrival  at  Cape  Diemen, — IVe  anchor  in  Rocky 
Bay. 


W 


E were  now  waiting  only  for  a fair  .wind 
to  fail  from  Amboyna.  At  halt’ paft  feven  o'clock 
in  the  morning  of  the  14th  of  October,  a light 

breeze 
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breeze  fprang  up  from  the  fouth-eaft;  we 
mediately  weighed  anchor,  and  by  eleven  o’clock 
we  were  already  at  the  outlet  of  the  roadftead^ 
the  weft  point  of  which  bore  weft  6^  15^  north, 
and  the  eaft  point  eaft  6°  13^  fouth  : we  were  at 
the  diftance  of  two  kilometers  from  the  latter.  • 

By  the  obfervatious  which  were  made  at  noon, 
we  found  that  the  weft  point  of  Ambpyna  was  in 
the  latitude  of  46'  34''  foutty  and  longitude 
of  123^  33' 48'^  eaft. 

The  wind  continuing  all  day’at  fouth-eaft,  we 
kept  clofe-haiiled  on  the  larboard  tack. 

One  of  the  boys  of  the  large  Dutch  Eaft-ln- 
âia  Company’s  fhip  that  had  failed  a fhort  time 
before  for  Batavia,  had  concealed  himfelf  on 
board  of  the  Recherche,  and  on  the  15th  he  made 
his  appearance  on  deck,  almoft  at  the  fame  mo- 
ment that  the  Captain  of  the  Efpérance  informed 
the  Admiral,  that  he  had  juft  found  in  his  fhip 
ftx  runaways  from  Atnboyna;  namely,  three  of 
the  Company’s  foldiers,  one  failor,  and  two 
black  ftaves.  Thefe  unhappy  creatures  fled  from 
a ‘country,  where  they  all,  with  little  diftinftion, 
were  groaning  in  flavery. 

The  Admiral  had  given  permiflion  to  the 
fliips’  companies  to  take  on  board  for  therafelves 
hogs*  and  poultry  ; accordingly  every  part  of  our 
fhips  was  encumbered  with  them.  They  were 
almoft  all  placed  in  the  bctween-decks,  and  they 
2 were 
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were  the  more  troublelbme,  as  the  noxious  odour 
which  they  ditFufed  was  contiderably  augmented 
by  the  heat  gf  the  climate. 

On  the  1 8th,  being  in  latitude  7"^  lo'fouth, 
and  longitude  123®  14'  ead,  there  appeared  to 
us  to  be  no  variation  of  the  compafs. 

We  had  already  been  repeatedly  witneffes  of 
a phenomenon  which  never  fails  to  terrify  navi- 
gators, bccaufc  they  in  the  night  fometimes  take 
it  for  breakers;  vve  again  faw  it  on  the  19th, 
very  early  in  the  morning.  The  air  being  fcarcely 
agitated,  we  perceived  the  fea  foaming  at  a dis- 
tance; fome  waves,  impelléd  with  force,  fiic- 
ceeded  each  other,  and  reached  us  in  a Short 
time  : a very  drong  rippling,  occafioned  by  the 
fea  having  received  an  impulfe  different  to  that 
given  it  by  the  wind  which  had  blown  during 
the  night,  Succeeded  to  this  motion  of  the  waters. 
The  cauSe  appeared  to  me  to  depend  on  the  tides 
which  run  between  the  lands,  where  the  currents 
acquire  a rapidity  proportionate  to  the  confine- 
ment which  the  waves  of  the  fea  there  expe- 
rience. 

We  got  dght  of  Klfler  Ifland,  which  we  per- 
ceived at  nine  o’clock  in  the  morning,  bearing 
from  South  to  eaft  by  South:  it  is  very  hilly, 
especially  on  its  weSiern  fide.  Its  greatefi  ex- 
tent is  from  wed  South-wed  to  eaSt  north.- 

caft 
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cafl;  it  lies  in  the  latitude  of  8®  13'  2'' foiith/ 
?nd  longitude  of  123^  32^  i7"^eaft. 

A very  cloudy  fky  did  not  allow  us,  till  to-* 
wards  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  difeover 
the  northern  coad:  of  Timor  *,  from  which  how-^ 
ever  vve  were  only  at  the  didance  of  a myriame- 
ter  : fome  very  lofty  mountains  reared  tlieir 
heads  above  the  clouds.  We  perceived  during 
tile  night  dres  lighted  on  them  at  diderent 
heights.  No  doubt,  at  this  elevation,  the  inhabit- 
ants experience  the  neceffily  of  protecting  thern- 
felves  againd  the  cold  of  the  night,  and  perhaps 
too  they  employ  this  method  to  keep  away  wild 
beads.  Thcfc  fires  were  to  us  fo  many  light- 
houfes,  which  ferved  to  direft  our  courfe  along 
the  coad,  when  a few  puffs  of  wind  came  and 
interrupted  the  calm  that  reigned  during  a good 
part  of  the  night. 

At  feven  o’clock  in  the  morning  on  the  23d,  we 
were  a demi-myriameter  from  a fetllement  which 
the  Portuguefe  have  on  the  wed  coad  of  Timor  ; 
they  call  it  Laphao.  Its  podtion  is  in  latitude 
9*^  22'  43"  fouth,  and  longitude  I 23'  36^'ead. 

The  Portuguefe  colours,  which  had  jud  been 
hoided  there,  bore  fouth  30'  ead.  The  fort  fa- 
luted  us  with  five  guns.  A canoe  with  a double 


* For  a modern  account  of  this  hofpitable  iiland  we  refer 
.the  reader  to  Bligh’s  to  the  South  Seay  chap,  xviii.  T. 
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outrigger  immediately  came  and  reconnoitred 
our  fhips,  to  which  the  approached  very  near; 
but  fhe  foon  returned  to^vards  the  weft,  without 
having  fpoken  us.  Prefently  we  ran  in  frill 
, nearer  to  the  land  : we  faw  on  the  beach  fame 
natives  and  a few  canoes.  We  founded  feveral 
times,  without  finding  bottom  at  thirty  fathoms. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the^  afternoon  we  diftin- 
guifhed  Batoa  Ifland  at  the  dittance  of  two  my- 
riameters  to  the  fouth-eaft;  it  is  feparated  from 
Timor  only  by  an  interval  of  a demi-myriameter. 

Calms  being  very  frequent  along  the  coaft  of 
Timor,  we  hauled  off  from  it  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  25th  by  the  help  of  a foutherly  breeze, 
and  direéfed  our  courfe  to  the  weft  ward,  without 
however  finding  frefher  winds.  Thefe  calms 
feem  to  be  occafioned  by  the  heat,  which  is  the 
' more  intenfe  as  the  fun  at  this  feafon  here  darts 
its  rays  almoft  perpendicularly. 

The  continuance  of  the  calms  renders  naviga- 
tion very  laborious  along  thefe  coafts,  on  which 
a fhip  is  inceflantly  in  danger  of  being  driven  by 
the  ftrength  of  the  currents.  The  compofition 
of  charts  of  thefe  different  iflands  is  extremely 
difficult,  on  account  of  the  currents,  which  are 
very  irregular  ; and  indeed  thofe  which  have 
been  hitherto  conftrufted  prefent  very  material 
differences. 

A great  number  of  various  fpecies  of  whales 
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came  repeatedly  and  furrounded  our  fhîps  ; they 
fpoiitcd  out  water  on  our  very  decks.  We  faw 
clearly  by  the  little  fear  with  which  we  infpired 
them,  that  they  had  never  been  purfued  by 
fifhers. 

Our  fhip  was  encumbered  with  lories  pur- 
chafed  at  Amboyna  ; their  piercing  cries  left  us 
not  a moment’s  peace  during  the  day  ; they  by 
no  means  agreed  with  their  ht  nation  on  board, 
for  fome  of  them  daily  perithed.  They  were  at- 
tacked by  con vul five  movements,  which  vitriolic 
ether  certainly  had  the  power  to  alleviate,  with- 
out however  faving  their  life. 

» 

Mortality  had  alfo  fpread  among  our  fowls  ; 
ihoft  of  them  were  attacked  by  violent  ophthal- 
mia, occafioned  by  the  coldneis  of  the  nights  ; 
and  thofe  which  were  deprived  of  light,  ere  long 
died  of  hunger.  Yet  it  would  have  been  eafy  to 
prevent  this  accident,  by  flieltering  thefe  animals 
from  the  night  air  by  means  of  a fereen  properly 
fitted  to  the  front  of  the  coops. 

^ Much  had  been  faid  to  us  in  praifeof  the  Am- 
boyna water,  for  its  property  of  keeping  a long 
time  at  fea  without  putrefying  ; but  the  cafe  was 
different  with  us;  ours  was  already  very  much 
tainted,  and  we  could  no  longer  drink  it  till  it 
bad  been  violently  agitated,  in  order  to  expel 
from  it  the  inflammable  air,  which  fortunately 

' I 

adheres  to  it* but  in  a flight  degree.  This  un- 
expected 
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expeâcd  decompolition  was  furelÿ  owing  only 
to  the  little  care  that  had  been  taken  in  rincing 
out  the  water-calks:  There  had  remained  ia 

them  enough  of  the  inflammable  particles  con- 
' tained  in  the  old  water  to  Ipeedily  corrupt  the 
new; 

It  is  certainly  very  difagreeable  to  have  to  drink 
\vater  as  ft  inking  as  that  of  the  rnofi:  filthy  bogs  ; 
but  no  apprehenlion  remains  on  the  mind,  when 
it  is  known  that  by  agitating  it  for  Ibmc  minutes^ 
in  the  manner  I have  before  indicated^  it  regains 
its  original  purity. 

As  early  as  half  pafi:  four  o’clock  in  the  morn- 
ing, we  perceived  by  the  light  of  the  fiars  the 
Ifland  of  Savu,  which  bore  from  well  13°  fouth 
to  fouth  2^®  welt.  We  were  only  two  kilome- 
'ters  from  the  coall.  We  fleered  well,  in  order 
do  pafs  to  the  northward  of  this  little  ifland;  and 
about  half  pad  nine  o’clock  we  found  ourfelves 
abreafi  of  the  bay  in  which  Captain  Cook  entered 
in  his  fécond  voyage,  after  having  pafied  through 
Endeavour  Strait  ^ : we  difiinguifhed  five  ca- 
noes afloat  quite  clofe  to  the  beach,  where  they 
were  theltered  trom  the  fea,  which  was  breaking 
' on  a fmall  reef  even  with  the  water’s  edge. 

* This  is  a miflake  of  the  author.  It  waà  ia  his  firll  vovatje 

* 1 ^ - O 

that  Captain  Cook,  anchored  at  the  Ifland  of  ifavu,  of  wliich 

9 * 

he  gives  a particular  defeription.  See  Hawkefwortb/s  Collation 
if  Voyages^  vol.  iii.  page  267  and  following.  T. 
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The  liland  of  Savu  prefents  an  enchanting 
profpeft  : it  ié  interfe6ted,  particularly  towards 
the  fouth-weft,  by  very  fine  hills,  the  gentle  decli- 
vities of  which  mufl  afford  the  natives  a favour- 
able and  eafily  cultivated  foil. 

Some  cocoa-palms,  fcattered  about  in  clumps 
on  the  fkirts  of  the  beach,  ferved  as  a fhelter  to 
a few  huts  which  ûill  more  embellifhed  thefe 
charming  plantations.  This  ifland  is  in  latitude 
fouth,  and  longitude  119°  45'  19" 
eaft.  The  Dutch  have  here  a fmall  fettle- 
men  t. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  day  we  fet  an  ifland 
bearing  from  fouth  46°  30'  weft  to  fouth  57®  50^ 
weft,  at  the  di fiance  of  a myriarnetcr  and  a half. 
It  appeared  to  us  not  to  be  more  than  a m}u*ia- 
tneter  in  length  ; it  is  fttuated  in  the  latitude  of 
10°  a 8'  50''  fouth,  and  longitude  of  119®  56'  17'' 
eaft. 

At  fix  o’clock  In  the  morning  we  got  fight  of 
New  Savu,  bearing  eaft  3 1^30' fouth,  difiant  a 
myriameter.  This  little  ifland,  which  is  very 
lo\v,  lies  in  latitude  10^  37'  28"  fouth,  and  lon- 
gitude 119°  2,' 47"  eaft. 

At  funfet  we  difeovered  part  of  the  ifland  mf 
San  del  Bofe,  about  four  myriameters  difiant  to 
the  north  north-eaft  ; it  is  covered  with  moun- 
tains of  moderate  elevation,  and.  is  in  the  latitude 


\ 
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of  10°  27^  4'^  fouth,  and  longitude  of  1 18^  6'  34'' 
eaft. 

The  pofition  of  an  iflot  which  hor^  from 
north  1°  eaft  to  north  3^  30'  weft,  at  the  dif*. 
tance  of  four  myriameters,  was  fixed  at  the  la* 
titude  of  10^27'fouth,  and  longitude  of  118^ 
7'  eaft. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  of  the  29th  the  cufr 
rents  ceafed  to  fet  us  to  the  weft  ward,  and  cat-^ 
ried  us  ten  miles  towards  the  north.  The  bight 
in  the  lands  of  New  Holland,  to  the  fouthwarcj 
of  Timor,  is  probably  the  caufe  of  this  different 
direflion  of  the  currents,  which  conftantly  run 
from  eaft  to  weft  through  Endeavour  Strait  : they 
foon  refumed  their  diredlion  towards  the  weft, 
caufing  us  to  drift  from  twenty  to  twenty-four 
miles  a day. 

It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  Captain  Cook,  after 
having  paffed  through  Endeavour  Strait,  had, 
like  us,  for  four  and  twenty  hours  in  thefe  feas, 
a difference  in  his  northing,  but  ftill  greater  than 
that  which  we  experienced. 

Since  we  had  on  the  30th  loft  fight  of  the 
Illand  of  San  del  Bofe,  we  met  with  no  land  be- 
fore we  reached  the  coaft  of  New  Holland.  The 
light  airs  which  we  experienced  made  us  fear 
that  we  fhould  arrive  there  a little  too  late  to 
complete  the  furvey  of  it. 

We  probably  were  not  far  from  fome  rocks 

n p 3 


in 


VOYAGE  IN  SEARCH 


4b6 

ïn  the  afternoon  of  the  id  of  November,  for  we 
were  furrounded  by  a vail  number  of  birds, 
which  never  go  very  far  from  land,  and  they 
difappeared  at  the ‘approach  of  night.  V/e  alfo 
faw  a great  many  of  them  the  next  day,  the 
3d.  ‘ Navigators  who  vifit  thefc  feas  fhould  re- 
double their  attention,  in  order  to  avoid  running 
on  the  rocks  which  ferve  as  a retreat  to  thefe 
birds.  - 

• During  the  night  of  the  15th  our  flag  fell  over- 
board, through  an  opening  left  at  the  fore  part 
ôf  4he  gangway, 'which  was  much  larger  than 
was  neceflary.  for  the  duty  of  the  fhip  ; bçhdes 
this  lofs,  we  had  alfo  to -regret  that  of  a hind, 
which  had  been  recently  delivered  over  to  our 
butcher,  only  becaufe;ihc  was  fo  ill  j that  fhe 
would  fhortly  have  died.  Captain  Huo.n  was 
made  acquainted  with  this  accident,  and  delircd 
to  take  all  poiiible  care  to  preferve  the  flag  which 
he  had  on  board,  but  it  died  before  our  arrival  at 
New  Holland.  . . , . • 

When  we  paffed  the  Trials  we  were  too  far 
diltant  to  difeover  them  ; we  faw  however  feveral 
oceanic  birds,  which  no  doubt  go,  and  take  refuge 
there  during  the  night.  . : 

The  fpccies  of  ' tinea  called  hjàtta  Germantca 
had  multiplied  to  fuch  a degree  for  feveral  months 
pad  fince  we  had  been  under  the  tropics,  that  they 

incommoded  us  extremely.  Thefe  infers  didmot 
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content  themfelves  with  our  blfcult  ; they  alfo 
devoured  linen,  paper,  &c.  : nothing  came  atnifs 
to  them.  Their  fondnefs  for  vegetable  acids 
however  afloniflied  me  ; no  fooner  was  a lemon 
cut  than  they  quickly  difpatched  it  ; but  what 
afloniflied  me  flill  more,  was  the  rapidity  with 
which  they  emptied  my  ink-horn,  when  I forgot  to 
put  In  the  flopper.  The  cauflic  quality  of  the  vi- 
triol, with  which  they  gorged  themfelves,  feemed 
to  have  no  prejudicial  efFecT  on  them. 

The  Amboyna  fugar,  extrafled  from  the  fago- 
palm,  was  an  allurement  which  they  could  not 
reflfl.  We  deflroyed  a great  many  of  them  by 
mixing  a fmall  quantity  of  this  fugar  with  water 
in  a cup,  into  which  they  came  and  fell  head- 
long. 

Thefe  infefls  tormented  us  fllll  more  by  night 
than  by  day;  they  were  continually  difturbing 
our  reft  by  fettling  on  every  part  of  the  body  that 
was  uncovered. 

The  tinea  called  hlatta  oiimtaVis  had  made  Its 
appearance  almofl:  from  the  time  of  our  leaving 
Brefl:  ; but  having  very  quickly  difappeared,  it 
was  fucceeded  by  this  troublefome  fpecies. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day  of  the  16th  we  were 
carried  thirty-eight  miles  to  the  north -wefl.  The 
Trials,  from  which  we  were  not  far  diflant,  and 
fome  fhoals,  were  doubtlefs  the  caufe  of  thefe 
violent  currents. 

We 
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We  left  the  region  of  the  tropics  in  the  courte 
of  the  1 8th.  ^ - ■ - 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer  rofe  the  fame 
day  to  28  inches  5 lines  ; which  appeared  to  me 
the  more  attonifhiiig,  as  it  varies  very  little  be- 
tween the  tropics.  Befides,  this  was  the  only 
time  in  our  whole  voyage  that  it  rofe  fp  high  in  a 
liPillar  latitude.  Although  the  thermometer  was 
not  lower  than  1 8°^  we  neverthelcfs  experienced 
a lively  fentation  of  cold. 

On  the  20tii  we  began  to  meet  with  the  vari- 
able winds,  in  the  latitude  of  26°  fouth. 

Our  goats  were  perifhing  daily  for  want  of 
proper  food  : vve  again  loll  two  in  thé  courfe  of 
this  day. 

Alxnit  five  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  27th, 
the  Efperance  was  on  the  point  of  running  aboard 
of  us  ; yet  there  was  wind  enough  for  keeping 
a fliip  properly  under  command  : this  negligence 
of  the  officer  of  the  watch  might  have  occationed 
raucli  damage  to  our  ffiips,  and  forced  us  to 
abandon  the  projeél'  of  viiiting  the  fouth-weft 
coalt  of  New  Holland,  which  we  were  fhortly  to 
explore.  A fpare  boom  was  fortunately  run  out 
in  time  to  keep  us  clear  of  her. 

On  the  5tli  of  Pecember,  the  fight  of  feveral 
fpecies  of  gulls  and  other  birds,  which  feldom  go 
fo  far  from  the  fhore,  indicated  the  proximity  of 
land.  The  wind  blew  tpo  firong  at r weft  fouth* 

weft 
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wefl  to  allow  us  to  ftand  direélly  in  for  it.  The 
fca  being  alto  very  hlgh^  and  llie  horizon  very 
much  obfcured  by  clouds,  determined  us  to  fleer 
to  the  fouth-eaft  by  foulh,  in  hopes  that  next  day 
circumflances  would  be  more  in  our  favour. 

At  noon  we  found  ourfdves  in  the  latitude  of 
34®  12'  fouth,  and  longitude  of  112®  eaft. 

We  fpent  the  night  lying  to,  and  founded  re- 
peatedly, with  a line  of  a hundred  and  twelve 
fathoms,  without  flriking  ground. 

It  was  not  quite  half  paft  two  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  6th,  when  we  flood  on  to  the 
eafl  fouth-eafl,  and  as  foon  as  daylight  appeared, 
the  Efpérance  made  the  lignai  for  land  in  the 
north-eaft  quarter,  at  the  diflance  of  three  my- 
riameters  ; it  was  the  weflern  extremity  of  the 
fouth- weft  coaft  of  New  Holland,  difeovered  by 
Leu  win  in  1622.  It  made  like  a low  land,  eX’*- 
tending  from  north-weft  to  fouth-weft. 

At  fix  o’clock  we  fhaped  our  courfe  eaft  by 
fouth,  and  when  we  were  a myrianieter  from  the 
coaft  we  followed  it  in  its  diredion  to  the  fouth-p- 
eaft.  A frefli  breeze  from  the  weft  north-weft 
drove  us  along  at  tlue  rate  of  three  myriaraeters 
an  hour. 

The  interior  of  the  country  was  interfeâed  by 
downs  covered  with  fands,  which  exhibited  the 
afpeeft:  of  the  greateft  aridity.  Thefe  little  moun- 
tains, fcattered  over  a low  land^  feeraed  at  a dif- 

> tance 
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tance  to  form  fo  many  iilots:  the  interval  which 
feparated  them  afforded  a few  fhrubs,  the  foliage 
of  which  being  of  a blackifh  tint,  indicated  an 
unhealthy  fxate. 

Some  rocks  which  rofe  perpendicularly  ffom 
the  middle  of  thefe  Tandy  plains  difeovered  the 
formation  of  the  downs;  they  doubtlefs  lay  on 
other  rocks  of  the  fame*  nature,  the  fhape  of 
which  had  allowed  the  fands,\  driven  by  the 
winds,  to  collect  there  more  eahly.  ît  mufi:  be 
very  uncommon  to  find  frefh  water  on  fuch 
. grounds,  where  that  which  iffues  from  the  clouds 
is  hitrated,  no  doubt,  to  great  depths  before  it 
meets  with  firata  that  arreft  its  progrefs. 

In  the  morning  our  fmith  was  found  dead  in 
his  bed.  The  day  before  he  had  been  prefent  at  an 
entertainment  which  the  French  gunners  formerly 

V 

celebrated  with  fcrupulous  exa6fnefs.  They  had 
for  a long  time  faved  up,  for  this  repah,  a great 
quantity  of  provifions.  The  unfortunate  fmith, 
enfeebled,  as  we  all  were,  by  the  abftinence  to 
which  we  were  condemned  lince  our  departure 
from  Amboyna,  had  indulged  his  appetite  too 
freely.  An  apople61ic  fit  had  carried  him  off. 
This  lofs  would  have  been  irreparable  had  not 
chance  brought  on  board,  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  a very  intelligent  workman,  who  fucceeded 
him. 

At  noon,  being  in  latitude  3.4®  45^  36'^  fouth, 
I and 
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and  longitude  113°  38"'  56''  call,  the  neared 
coaft  bore  north-wed,  diilant  one  myrianietcr, 
and  wc  at  the  fame  time  favv  land  from  weft  15° 
foutli  to  ead  40!^^  foulh. 

The  mountains  began  to  form  a pretty  regu^. 
kr  chain,  the  highcd  not  appearing  to  be  more 
than  four  hundred  meters  perpendicular.  We 
remarked  on  them  large  fpots  entirely  deftitiuc 
of  verdure  ; in  other  places  were  weak  flirubs 
thinly  drewn,  in  the  midd  of  which  we  faw  a 
very  fmall  number  of  trees  of  a middling  height. 

The  mountains  foraetimes  exhibited  themfeivcs 
in  feveral  rows,  ridng  by  degrees  one  above  the 
other. 

At  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  difeovered 
fome  breakers  at  a fmall  didance  from  the  coad, 
and  a little  beyond  them  to  the  ead  ward,  two 
rocks  a kilometer  from  the  fhore,  and  which  we 
paffed  very  clofe.  The  larged  was  remarkable 
for  a feparation  in  its  middle,  whence  rofe  per- 
pendicularly, about  fifty  meters  above  the  level 
of  the  fea,  an  infulated  piece  prefenting  the  form 
of  a very  flat  wave  ; I took  it  for  fand-done,  and 

I 

the  rock  which  ferved  as  its  bafe  was  of  the  fame 
nature.  We  admired  the  fine  effect  of  the  fea, 
which,  impelled  by  violence,  affumed,  in  rifing 
to  the  very  fummit  of  this  rock,  a perfeéîly  white 
<:olour,  and  again  fell  in  a fheet  to  fliew  this  fin- 

gular 
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gular  rock,  which  fecmed  then  to  iffuc  from  tlje 
bofom  of  the  deep. 

At  this  time  we  faw  the  coaft  trending  pretty 
regularly  towards  the  eaft  fouth-eafl:;  and-  its 
little  linuolities  were  terminated  by  capes,  the 
moft  prominent  of  which  fcarcely  extended  two 
kilometers  into  the  fea. 

Being  driven  along  by  a boilterous  wind,  we. 
were  not  free  from  apprehenlion,  rs  we  were  fo 
near  a coafl:  which  did  not  afford  us  the  fmalleft 
Iheltcr  ; but  we  hauled  off  from  it  during  the 
night,  by  fteering  fouth  fouth-eaff.  A very  heavy 
fea  from  the  weff  north-weff  made  our  fliip  labour 
prodlgioufly.  From  the  time  that  we  had  been 
failing  in  finooth  water,  we  had  loft  the  h]abit  of 
bearing  fo  much  motion  ; the  impetuoftty  of  the 
wind  was  felt  in  fqualls,  and  allowed  us  to  keep 
under  only  a very  fnug  fail. 

At  half  paft  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
yth  we  ftecred  to  the  north-eaft,  in  order  to  draw 
in  with  the  land,  which  we  foon  faw  again  in^ 
that  direâion,  being  carried  along  by  a very  fliff 
breeze  at  weft.  We  had  fallen  a little  to  leeward* 
The  coaft  then  trended  almoft  direcSly  to  the 
caftward.  The  interior  of  the  country  prefented 
the  fame  afpe£t  as  on  the  preceding  day.  We 
there  remarked  vaft  fpaces  of  a yellowifh  colour, 
which  we  took  for  fo  many  areas  of  a hafd  ftone, 

oil 
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Oil  which  We  could  not  diflingullh  the  fmalleft 
trace  of  vegetation. 

At  noon  we  were  in  latitude  38®  17'  fouth, 
and  longitude  1 1 5°  1 2'  eaft.  Prefently  the  moun- 
tains became  lower,  and  we  had  a view  of  a 
vaft  plain  of  fand,  where  we  faw  fcattered  here 
and  there  at  srreat  diflances  feveral  hills,  fome  of 

O 

which  formed  on  the  fhore  capes  projeâing  not 
far  into  the  fea. 

About  four  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  pafTed 
a clufter  of  rocks  lituâted  near  the  coaft,  and 
thinly  covered  with  thrubs,^  the  dull  green  of 
which  atteited  the  aridity  of  the  foil.  At  fix 
o’clock  we  were  oppofite  to  a bight,  the  depth  of 
which  we  could  not  difcover  ; a fhip  would  have 
been  perfectly  fheltered  there  from  the  tempef- 
tuous  winds  that  blew  fince  we  had  been  ranging 
along  this  coafl.  A cape  which  ran  out  from 
the  north- eafl:  to  the  fouth-eafl,  near  a myria- 
meter  towards  the  open  fea,  with  fome  iflots  and 
feveral  rocks  placed  at  the  entrance  of  this  bay, 
afforded  a good  fhelter  againfi:  the  winds  from 
the  offing;  but  the  fea  running  high,  we  were 
prevented  from  fending  a boat  to  found  this 
inlet. 

We  fpent  the  night  lying  to. 

Being  a demi-myriameter  from  the  coafi,  we 
founded' in  forty-one  fathoms  and  a half,  over  a 
bottom  of  broken  fhells  and  madre^ora,  mixed 

with 


414  VOYAGE  IN  SEÀRCII 

with  a pretty  tranfparent  fand  refembling  quartïîî 
this  indication  made  me  prefume,  that  we  Hiould 
have  found  as  good  a bottom  in  the  bay  which 
w e h a d j u ft  p alic  d . 

During  the  whole  nighty  an  unclouded  fky 
allowed  us  to  fee  the  land,  to  which  we  kept  pretty 
clofe,  always  tinding  the  fame  fort  of  bottom. 

Hie  weflerly  wind  not  blowing  very  flrong,  at 

half  paft  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  8th 

we  made  fail,  in  order  to  range  along  the  coall^ 

w hich  trended  to  the  nortli-eafi:  ; prefently  it 

turned  towards  the  eaft  and  the  fouth-eaft. 

% 

At  eight  o’clock  we  paifed  oppofite  ’to  a bay, 
which  appeared  to  us  to  be  about  three  myria- 
meters  in  depth,  its  entrance  being  of  at  leaii 
equal  extent  : it  is  open  to  winds  from  the  fouth- 
caft,  and  a fhip  is  fhellcred  there  againft  wederly 
winds.  P’arther  on  we  faw  in  the  olütig  fome 
final  1 rocks  not  far  from  the  coaft. 

At  noon  we  were  in  latitude  34°  48'fouth,  and 
we  obferved  inland  to  the  northward,  a moun- 
tain loftier  than  any  of  thofe  which  we  had  feen 
on  the  preceding  days  : infulated  in  the  mid  ft  of 
vaft  plains  of  fand,  it  produced  a very  pidlurefque 
effoet,  and  appeared  about  five  myriameters  dif* 
tant  from  tlic  coafi.  Its  rugged  fummit  exhibited 
a great  many  points  very  prominent,  and  for  the 
moft  part  perpendicular.  Thefe  were  diftin- 
guifhable  throughout  the  w'hole  extent  of  the 
e mountain. 
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iBountaîn,  which  appeared  to  flretch  a myria- 
meter  and  a half  from  call  to  well.  This  con- 
figuration leaves  no  doubt  that  the  flones  of 
which  it  is  formed  are  extremely  hard. 

As  yet  we  had  not  perceived  any  fign  of  in- 
habitants lince  we  had  coafled  thele  barren 
Ihores.  It  was  to  be  prefumed  that  fome  fpring 
of  clear  water  mu  ft  attravSl  them  towards  the  foot 
of  this  mountain.  Prefently  the  fmoke  of  two 
large  lires,  which  they  lighted  there,  made  known 
to  us  their  prefence.  . 

At  half  paft  four  o’clock,  after  we  had  doubled 
a cape,  terminated  by  fome  rocks  at  no  great 
diftance  from  the  coaft,  we  found  ourfelves  op- 
poftte  to  a bay  as  wide,  but  not  fo  deep  as  that 
which  we  had  feen  in  the  morning;  it  was  Ikirted 
by  lands  in  general  very  low  ; we  remarked,  how- 
ever, towards  its  eaflern  fide,  a few  hills  de- 
tached from  each  other.  It  affords  a good  fhel- 
ter  againft  winds  from  the  well  and  fouth-wefi, 
but  it  is  entirely  open  to  thofe  from  the  fouth*eaft. 

Some  red-fhafted  tropic-birds,  and  a few  al- 
batrofles  of  a darker  hue  than  the  common  ones 
of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  were  flying  round  us. 

We  lay  to  during  the  night-,  and,  in  founding 
every  hour,  we  had  conflantly  thirty-three  fa- 
thoms water,  with  a bottom  of  gray  land. 

At  half  paft  four  o’clock  in  the  morning  of  the  ' 
glh  wc  ftood  on  north-eaft  by  north,  in  order 

to 
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fo  draw  in  wilh  tlie  coaft,  and  we  faw  it  almoft 
immediately,  extending  from  north  2®  eaft  to  weft 
^3®  north.  A clear  horizon  allowed  us  alfo  to 
diftinguifh  fome  other  low  lands  which  trended 
to  the  north -eaft. 

Prefently  wc  pafted  between  the  main  land 
and  fome  reefs  that  were  two  myriameters  dit* 
tant  from  it.  At  eight  oVlock  we  ran  paft 
others,  two  myriameters  arid  a half  in  the  ofEng; 
and  before  long  we  difeovered  (hat  an  iflot,  which 
we  faw  to  the  caftward,  was  connected  to  the 
main  by  a chain  of  reefs,  which,  ftretching  out 
into  the  offing,  forced  us  to  haul  off  to  the  Ibuth- 
ward,  till  we  had  weathered  them. 

Three  fires  lighted  fticceffively  on  the  point  of 
land  whence  the  reefs  fpit  off,  apprized  us  that 
there  were  fome  favages  at  this  fpot.  The  pro- 
dudlions  of  the  fca  are,  no  doubt,  the  principal 
refource  of  thefc  people,  who  live  on  fo  ftefil  a 
foil. 

At  noon,  being  in  latitude  34°  10'  fouth,  and 
longitude  118°  22''  eaft,  we  fet  the  fmall  ifland 
which  I have  juft  mentioned,  bearing  north  38° 
eaft,  at  the  diflance  of  two  kilometers. 

From  other  fires  lighted  along  the  coaft,  like 
the  former,  rofe  thick  columns  of  finoke,  the  in- 
habitants doubtlcfs  wifhing  to  announce  to  us 
their  prefence. 

At  half  paft  four  o’clock  we  left  in  the  offing 
-I  - ’ * an 
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an  iflot  four  myriameters  diftant  from  the  coaft  ; 
it  was  conneâcd  to  a ledge  of  reefs,  which  ex- 
tended upwards  of  a kilometer  to  the  eadward. 
Our  depth  of  water  was  then  ten  fathoms  and  a 
half,  and  fome  little  time  after  a line  of  twenty- 
one  fathoms  did  not  reach  the  bottom. 

A calm  prevailed  for  a few  moments  towards 
the  clofe  of  the  day;  but  prefently  a light  air 
from  the  fouth-eaft  enabled  us  to  haul  to  the 
fouth-vved,  which  courfe  we  kept  for  the  night. 

On  heaving  the  lead  every  hour,  our  found- 
ings were  from  twenty-five  to  thirty-three  fa- 
thoms water,  with  a bottom  of  fand  refembling 
quartz,  mixed  with  broken  Ihells  and  madrepora;. 

At  daylight  on  the  12th  we  made  fail,  deer- 
ing  eaft,  with  a frefh  breeze  from  the  wed:  north- 

T 

wetl. 

From  fix  o’clock  in  the  morning  the  mercury 

t 

in  the  barometer  had  experienced  a fall  of  more 
than  three  lines.  Although  the  weather  was 
very  fine,  this  certain  indication  of  a great  lofs 
in  the  equilibrium  of  the  atmofphere  merited  the 
mod  ferious  attention.  We  neverthelefs  dood  on 
before  the  wind  into  the  middle  ôf  fome  iflots 
lying  about  a myriameter  from  the  coad,  al- 
though vve  were  very  uncertain  of  finding  a paf- 
fage  between  thofe  which  we  perceived  a great  way 
ahead.  By  ten  o’clock  we  had  run  pretty  far  in 
among  them,  when  we  faw  that  they  were  linked 
VOL.  I,  EE  together 
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together  by  reefs.  The  weather  had  g threatening’ 
appearance;  the  horizon  had.  juft  become  over- 
eat! in  the  weft  fouth-weft,  and  prefently  the 
wind  blew  from  that  quarter  with  the  greateft 
impetuofity,.  We  for  a long  time  fought,  be- 
tween thefe  fhoals,  fome  break  that  might  allow  us 
to  gain  the  open  fea,  but  without  fuccefs  ; as  we 
had  no  other  outlet  than  thep^ffage  by  which  we 
had  run  in>  we  tacked,  in  order  to  ftand  .towards 
it.  The  violence  of  the  wind  haying  forced  us 
to  take  in  the  greater  part  of  our  fails,  the  fhip 
made,  fo  much  lee-way,  that  we  fell  very  faft  to 
leeward  of  this  openings  Our  running  rigging 
breaking  fore  and  aft,  our  evolutions  were.çon- 
fequenily  petforrned  but  very  ftowly  : in  vain  we 
lay  up  feveral  times  for  the  opening;  we  were  al- 
ways obliged  to  run  in  again  to  the  middle  of  the; . 
fhoals,  and  thus  continyc  plying  to  windward, 
in  a fpace  ftrewn  with  rocks,^.  concealed  under 
water  at  different  depths,  oa  which  we  every 
moment  fully  expc6!ed  to  fee  the  fhip  ftrike  : it 
required  a very  experienced  eye  to  diftinguifh 
them  in.fo  extremely  rough  a fea.  Citizen  Raoul,, 
a very  intelligent  young  feaman,  in  whom  the 
Admiral  placed  much  confidence,  had  gone 
up  to  the  main  topmaft  head,  and  thence  he* 
dire6led  the  courfe  of  the  fhip.  We  feveral  times 
faw  ourfelves  driven  quite  clofe  to  flioals  hid- 
den by  the  way^s,  and  he  carried  us  clear  of 

them 
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them  all,  although  it  was  very  difficult  to  per- 
ceive them,  even  at  a fhort  diftance. 

The  Efperance,  which  did  not  hold  fo  good 
wind  as  the  Recherche,  was  now  quite  dote  to  the 
coaft,  having  no  other  relburce  left  than  to  run 
afhore,  if  fhe  did  not  find  a fhelter  where  fhc 
niidit  cafï  anchor.  About  one  o’clock  in  the* 
afternoon  we  perceived  her  at  a great  diftance, 
in  a place  where  it  did  not  appear  to  us  that 
there  could  poffibly  be  any  anchorage  : fhe  had 
juft  clued  up  all  her  fails  ; we  were  very  uneafy 
refpeding  her  fituation,  thinking  that  fhe  had 
firuck  ; but  the  pofition  of  her  ma  fis  very  foon 
ditpelled  our  fears,  by  letting  us  know  that  fhe 
was  come  to  an  anchor  : her  diftance,  and  the  vio- 
lence of  the  wind,  prevented  us  from  difiinguifh- 
ing  the  lignais  which  fhe  Vv^as  making  to  us. 

We  did  not  hefitate  to  go  and  feek  the  fame 
Ihélter.  The  Admiral  immediately  gave  orders 
for  bearing  up  north  by  eafi  under  the  fore  fail, 
and  we  prcfently  ran  to  within  a little  diflance  of 
the  Efptrance,  and  found  her,  in  a flight  degree, 
protedfed  from  the  fea  by  an  ifiot.  Signals  were 
made  from  that  fhip  to  warn  us  to  keep  quite 

clofe  along  the  land,  in  order  to  be  better  fhel- 

» 

fered  than  fhe  was.  In  coafiing  the  little  ifland, 
we  beheld  the  frightful  figlu  of  a boifieroiis  fea, 
which,  having  cleared  the  touth  point,  opened 
in  its  fall  a gulf  that  expofed  to  view  part  of  the 
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bafe  of  this  rock.  The  fear  of  approaching  too 
near  the  land  made  us  cafl  anchor,  about  five 
o’clock,  to  windward  of  the  Efpérance,  but  not 
fufficiently  within  the  anchorage  to  avoid  falling 
on  board  of  her,  if  our  fhip  dragged  her  anchors. 
The  danger  was  the  greater,  as  our  firft  anchor 
came  home  : axes  were  now  ready  for  cutting 
away  thd  maths,  in  order  to  give  lefs  hold  to  the 
wind;  but  a fécond  anchor  brought  us  up*. 

We  had  anchored  in  nineteen  fathoms  water, 
over  a bottom  of  fand  refembling  quartz,  mixed' 
with  broken  flrclls. 

Being  violently  toffed  about  by  the  fea,  wc 
were  expofed  to  almofi;  the  whole  impetuofity  of 
the  wind,  and  we  were  afraid  of  feeing  our  cables 
part,  for  wc  fhould  in  that  cafe  have  fallen  on 
fome  rocks,  where  the  fea  was  breaking  in  a 
dreadful  manner. 

Towards  night  we  let  go  a third  anchor  under 
foot,  in  order  to  be  more  certain  of  withfiand-' 
iiifï:  fuch  violent  efforts. 

The  mercury  in  the  barometer,  which  had 
fallen  to  27  inches  8 J lines,  perceptibly  rofe  as 


* Whatever  may  have  be^ii  the  merits  of  Admiral  D*£ntre- 
cafteaux.  as  a navigator,  he  arid  his  officers  cannot  be  compli- 
mented on  their  judgment  as  Teamen,  in  thus  running  the  rilk 
of  facrificing  both  flips,  by  anchoring  in  the  Efpcraiice’s 
hawfe.  T. 
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foon  as  day  appeared  on  the  i ith,  and  announced 
to  us  that  the  dorm  was  at  an  end. 

The  fca  having  fallen  confiderably,  Captain 
Huon  fent  his  boat  on  board  of  the  Recherche 
to  inform  us/ that,  the  day  before,  the  Efpérance 
had  been  carried  fo  rapidly  towards  the  land, 
that  fhe  was  on  the  point  of  running  afhore, 
when  Citizen  Legrand,  an  officer  of  diflinguifhed 
merit,  had  in  the  height  of  the  gale  gone  to  the 
mail- head,  and  had  come  down  again  almoffi 
immediately,  calling  out  with  rapture,  that  the 
fhip  was  clear  of  the  danger.  He  deferibed  the 
lituation  of  the  anchorage  which  he  had  dif- 
covered,  and  affirmed  that  a veffel  might  ride 
there  in  fafety.  The  falvation  of  the  two  fhips 
depended  on  this  difeovery  ; for,  had  the' Re- 
cherche been  obliged  to  ply  during  the  night  ii) 
the  midfi:  of  thefe  dangerous  fhoals,  after  having 
ftruggled  as  long  as  the  had  been  able  againil 
the  violence  of  the  gale,  in  hopes  that  a fhift  of 
wind  would  allow  her  to  gain  the  open  fea,  fhe 
would  infallibly  have  been  loft. 

This  bay,  which  bears  the  name  of  Citizen 
Legrand,  will  recall  to  mind  the  lignai  fervice 
rendered  to  our  expedition  by  this  Ikilful  fea- 
man  : his  advice  had  been  to  anchor  nearer  the 
land,  and  it  was  unlucky  that  it  had  not  been 
followed;  for  the  chain  which  the  Efpérance  had 
faft  to  her  fmall  bower  anchor,  had  fnapped 
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during  the  night,  owing  to  the  heavy  fea,  ancj 
the  fhip  then  riding  only  by  a tingle  anchor, 
had  prefently  driven  towards  the  coaft,  when  for- 
tunately another  anchor  brought  her  up.  This 
fhip  alfo  loft  two  iron  tillers  ; fhe  had  no  fpare 
ones  ; ihefe  tillers  were  broken  by  the  violent 
ftrokes  which  the  fea  gave  the  rudder,  in  the 
combined  motions  of  pitching  and  rolling  : 
Cceteris  farihus^  pitching  is  much  more  felt  at 
anchor  than  at  fea. 

From  the  place  where  we  lay  we  counted 
twelve  i flots,  with  fome  rocks  and  breakers, 
which  afforded. us  fhelter.  In  this  vaft  bafin  the 
fea  might  fend  us  very  heavy  waves  ; but  we  were 
fortunately  anchored  on  good  holding  ground. 

The  iflot  to  leeward  of  which  we  Were  riding, 
bore  from  fouth  25®  wefl:  to  wefl:  3°  north. 

In  the  morning  a boat  from  each  fhip  was  fent 
thither  to  found,  as  we  had  an  intention  of  gett 
ting  nearer  to  it  ; every  where  was  found  an  ex^ 
cellent  bottom,  and  there  were  feven  fathoms 
and  a half  water  at  a fmall  diflance  from  the 
land. 

Some  perfons,  in  order  to  reach  the  fliore,  were 
obliged  to  jump  into  the  water,  for  the  boat 
would  have  been  knocked  to  pieces,  had  flie  been 
brought  in  clofe  enough  to  the  coaft. for  them  to 
land  without  wetting  their  feet.  . 

Several  Teals,  of  the  fpecies  which  is  called 
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j^hoca  were  bafking  at  their  eafe  in  the 

fun,  on  the  rocks  and  along  the  fhore  ; fome 
fufFered  themfelves  to  be  killed  with  (licks.  It 
is  proper  to  remark,  that  the  drawing  which 
Buffo n has  given  of  this  amphibious  animal  has 
donbtlefs  been  taken  from  a fkin  badly  (luffed  ; 
it  is  there  reprefented  with  a neck  much  fmaller 
than  the  head,  as  is  the  property  of  moft  qua^- 
driipeds  ; but  the  feal  being  principally  dedined 
for  fwimming,  is  affimilated  to  fidies,  and  has  the 
head  of  a fmaller  fize  than  the  neck. 

In  the  fame  drawing  the  ears  are  repre^ 
fented  very  open,  whereas  they  have  nearly  the 
form  of  a cone,  without  any  other  aperture  than 
a longitudinal  flit  on  the  external  (ide  ; it  fhould 
feem  that  nature  wifhed  to  prevent  the  water 
from  introducing  itfelf  into  the  ears  of  this  ani- 
mal when  it  dives;  for  it  can  completely  flmt 
this  flit  when  it  is  in  the  water,  and  open  it,  but 
in  a flight  degree,  when  it  is  on  land. 

Our  boats  alfo  met  with  a numerous  flock  of 
fwans,  feveral  of  which  fuffered  themfelves  to  be 
caught  with  the  hand  ; but  the  reft  being  ap- 
prized of  the  danger  foon  took  to  flight.  This  new 
fpecies,  which  is  a little  fmaller  than  the  wild 
fwan,  is  of  a cinereous  grey,  the  tint  of  which  is 
fomewhat  brighter  under  the  belly  ; the  bill  is 
blackifh,  and  has  at  its  bafe  a protuberance  of  a 
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fulphur  colour;'  the  feet  are  flightly  tinged  with 
red. 

Our  main  top-fail  having  fpllt  a little  the  day 
before,  when  we  tacked  in  ftruggling  againfl  the 
gale,  we  availed  ourfelves  of  the  tine  weather,  in 
the  courfe  of  the  forenoon,  to  fhift  it. 

A light  breeze  from  the  fouth-eafl  had  fuc-. 
cecded  the  ftorm.  As  the  moment  was  favourable, 
we  warped  the  fhip,  very  early  in  the  morning 
of  the  1 2th,  towards  the  fhore,  from  which  we 
were  then  at  the  diilance  of  only  about  three 
hundred  meters. 

I went  afhore  on  the  little  ifland  that  lay  to 
the  fouth-weft  ; it  is  hilly,  and  is  not  more  than 
four  kilometers  long  by  two  broad. 

The  fwell  had  not  yet  fufficiently  fubfided  to 
make  it  eafy  to  land  ; it  was  neceffary  to  feizc  the 
moment  of  the  rife  of  the  fea  to  let  our  boat, 
which  was  riding  by  a grapnel,  approach  the 
fhore,  and  at  each  time  ope  of  us  leaped  out  on 
the  beach.  As  the  gunnel  of  the  boat,  on  which 
it  w^as  necelTary  to  ftand  in  order  to  jump  on 
fhore,  prefented  an  inclined  plane,  and  the  coaft 
was  deep,  we  ran  a rilk  of  falling  into  the  wa- 
ter, and  of  being  rolled  over  by  the  waves, 
which  followed  very  clofe  upon  each  other,  and 
from  which  a good  fwimmer  even  would  have 
found  much  ditficulty  in  extricating  himfelf.  This 
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was  not  the  only  danger  vve  had  to  apprehend  ; 
we  might  alfo  become  the  prey  of  a large  fhark 
that  kept  a few  yards  altera  of  us.  We  had 
feen  him  from  daybreak;^^  prowling  round  our 
Ihips,  and  he  had  followed  our  boat  as  if  he 
longed  to  have  a fnap  at  one  of  us.  The  chap- 
lain of  the  Recherche  fell  into  the  water,  and 
was  on  the  point  of  being  devoured  by  this  ani- 
mal, when  fortunately  the  coxfwain  of  the  boat 
refeued  him  from  the  danger. 

Some  failors,  belonging  to  the  Efpérance, 
when  walking  on  the  rocks,  killed,  with  their 
iticks,  a great  many  feals  of  different  colours  ; 
there  were  fome  white,  fome  of  a more  or  lefs 
dark  gray,  and  others  brown,  approaching  a 
black  ; however,  they  were  all  of  the  fame  fpecies, 
delignated  by  BufFon  under  the  name  of 
phoque  ; their  flefh  was  found  very  good  to  eat. 

The  iflot  on  which  we  now  were  is  cornpofed 
of  a beautiful  granite,  where  quartz,  felfpar,  and 
mica  predominate  ; this  lalf  is  found  in  laminae 
of  a blackith  colour  ; I alfo  remarked  {omc  fpi^ 
mla  of  black  fchorl,  but  in  a very  fmall  quan- 
tity ; this  granite  was  expofed  to  full  view,  in  fc- 
veral  places.  The  mould,  which  had  accumulated 
in  the  lefs  fleep  fpots,  was  covered  with  fhrubs, 
fo  clofe  to  each  other  that  I could  not  penetrate 
through  them  without  much  difficulty.  I here 
gathered  a beautiful  fpecies  of  lejptojfermuni^  re^, 
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markable  for  its  lilvery  leaves,  and  its  flowers  of 
a bright  red. 

I alto  favv  feveral  new  fpecies  belonging  to 
the  family  of  the  thyynelcece^  whièh  have  only  two 
flamina,  and  of  'Cvhich  Forfler  has  made  a new 
genus,  under  the  denomination  of  hankfta.  Here 
I likcwife  remarked  fome  new  fpecies  of  rumeXy 
Johelia^  and  huplevrum* 

The  weft  part  of  this  iflot  exhibits,  in  one  of 
the  moft  elevated  points,  a furface  of  calcareous 
ftone,  the  ftrata  of  which  follow  the  gentle  de- 
clivity of  the  mountain.  " Strata  of  the  fame 
ftone  no  doubt  formerly  covered  the  other  parts 
of  the  ifland,  and  the  nucleus  of  granite  ferved  as 
their  bale;  but  probably  they  have  fallen  in,  and 
have  uncovered  the  fteep  places  ; for  to  the 
north-eaft, where  the  mountains  ftnk  with  a rather 
gentle  flope,  there  are  ft  ill  to  be  found  fome 
calcareous  ftones  at  a fmall  diftance  from  the 
fliorc.  I was  never  able  to  difeover  here  any 
/hells,  notwithftanding  the  ^efearches  I made 
for  that  purpofe. 

From  the  fummit  of  this  little  ifland  we  dif- 
tinguifhed,  at  a diftance,  part  of  the  reefs  and 
rocks  on  which  our  fhips  had  like  to  hâve  been 
dafhed  to  pieces,  before  we  arrived  at  the  anchorr. 
age.  Their  number  ftill  frightened  us,  and  we 
wondered  at  having  been  able*  to  efcape  from  fa* 
many  dangers. 
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Two  gulls,  a male  and  female^  of  the  fpccies 
called  by  BufFon  hourgmejïre  (larus  fufcus^  Linn.), 
came  and  fettled  in  ihcfe  heights,  at  a fliort  dif- 
tance  from  us.  The  female  having  been  fhof, 
the  male,  terrified  at  the  noife  of  the  explofion, 
at  firll  took  to  flight,  but  prefently  he  returned 
to  the  fame  fpot,  being  unwilling  longer  to  aban- 
don his  mate,  and  he  fuflTered  himfelf  to  be  killed 
by  her  fide. 

I had  alfo  fired  with  fmall  fhot  at  a feal  that 
was  lying  down  at  a pretty  good  diflance  from 
me;  he  felt  himfelf  wounded,  and  diflrufling 
his  flrength,  he  durtl  not  throw  himfelf  into  the 
water  : I was  fo  well  concealed,  that  he  could  not 
perceive  me.  Prefently  I faw  another  very  big 
one,  which,  attracted  by  the  cries  of  the  wound- 
ed feal,  came  and  licked  all  the  places  whence 
the  blood  was  flowing  ; this  animal  fubmitted 
to  the  operation  as  if  it  gave  him  fome  relief; 
but  at  the  fight  of  a boat  which  approached 
them,  they  both  plunged  into  the  fea. 

Shortly  after  I diftinguithed  fome  others,  ad-^ 
vancing  towards  the  fldrts  of  the  beach  ; they  ne- 
wer failed,  before  they  ventured  to  come  on 
fhore,  to  raife  near  half  their  body  above  the 
water,  and  they  kept  themfelves  fome  time  in  this 
attitude,  fmelling  and  looking  about  on  all  fides, 
to  difeover  if  there  was  no  danger  in  their  coming 
to  refl  on  the  rocks. 
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As  I had  the  day  before  reaped  an  abundant 
harveft  of  fpecimens  of  Iiatural  hiftory,  of  dif- 
ferent kinds,  I was  obliged  to  fpend  part  of  the 
13th  on  board,  in  order  to  defcribe  and  prepare 
them. 

About  five  o’clock  in  the- afternoon,  a party 
.was  fent  to  pitch  the  tents  for  the  obfervatory. 

I wiflied  to  avail  myfelf  of  this  opportunity  to  go 
on  fliore  on  the  iflot  where  I had  already  been. 
As  the  tide  was  only  beginning  to  make,  we 
could  ft  ill  land  on  it,  but  in  a little  time  it  would 
have  been  impoffible  to  regain  the  boat,  and  we 
Ihould  have  been  obliged  to  pafs  the  night  on 
fhore.  This  confideration  prevented  feveral  of 
my  companions  from  going  thither.  The  fpace 
that  was  to  be  cleared  to  reach  the  beach  was 
about  feven  meters,  and  at  every  wave  the  fea 
rofc  on  it  upwards  of  two  meters  in  perpendicular 
height.  It  was  neceflary  to  pafs  in  the  interval 
between  one  wave  and  the  next,  at  the  rifk  of 
being  fwept  away  into  the  fea  ; this  happened 
to  the  furgeon’s  firfl  mate  of  the  Recherche.  He 
had  jufl  defired  us  to  take  notice  that  he'was  gor 
ing  to  fiep  on  fhore,  alinofl  without  wetting  his. 
feet  ; but  not  croffing  fufficiently  quick,  he  was 
waflicd  away  by  a heavy  fea,  which  carried  him 
along  the  coafl  : fortunately  he  could  fwim,  and 
he  came  back  towards  the  boat,  but  in  a far  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  plight  from  what  he  had  reckoned,  when 
he  wiflied  to  fhew  off  his  agility.' 

Thofe  who  had  gone  on  Ihore  were  obliged  to 
pafs  the  night  there;  their  whole  ftock  of  provi- 
iions  conlifted  of  a little  bifcuit.  Dying  with 
third,  they  were  compelled,  in  a very  dark  night, 
to  travel  upwards  of  two  kilometers  acrofs  the 
rocks,  in  order  to  procure  fome  water  ; and,  to 
complete  their  misfortunes,  it  turned  out  to  be 
brackifh. 

Enormous  fliarks,  of  the  mod  common  fpecies, 
fqualus  carcharïûs,  frequently  made  their  appear- 
ance in  the  badn  where  we  lay  at  anchor.  On 
board  of  the  Efpérance  one  was  caught,  which 
was  about  four  meters’"  long,  and  much  thicker 
in  proportion  to  its  length  than  fharks  are  in 
general.  , , 

As  every  thing  made  us  forefee  the  impoffibi- 
lity  of  finding  the  means  of  renewing  our  dock 
of  water  at  this  anchorage,  the  fécond  in  com- 
mand gave  orders,  that  there  fhould  be  fervcd 
out  no  more  than  three  fourths  of  a bottle  a day^ 
to  each  perfon.  The  commander  in  chief  and  he 
had  as  much  as  they  pleafed.  I thought,  however, 
that  water  was  a common  dock,  the  privation  of 
which  fhould  alike  have  extended  to  all. 

On  the  14th,  at  daybreak,  the  geographical 
engineer  of  the  Recherche  fet  off  in  the  barge,  in 
order  to  reconnoitre  the  iflots  of  this  little  Archi- 
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pelago,  and  to  fed  If  there  was  no  paffage  to 
the  eatlvvard,  between  the  fhoals  ; he  was  alfo 
to  look  out  for  a convenient 'watering-place.  I 
ardently  wifhcd  to  be  one  on  fuch  an  expedition  ; 
but  as  geographical  operations:  arre  little  coiiriefV-- 
ed  with  the  refearchcs  of  natural ifls,  we  were 
not  apprized  of  the  hour  of  departure,  for  which 
every  thing  was  arranged  fô  privately,  that  I- 
knew  nothing  of  the  matter,  till  the  moment 
when  the  boat  was  rowing  away  from  the  fhip. 

The  impoffibility  of  having  a boat  to  carry  me 
to  the  main  land  determined  me  to  go  and  fpend 
this  dav  on  the  iflot  to  the  fouth-weft,  the  coaft 
of  which  I followed,  firft  proceeding  to  the 
north- weft.  It  was  not  long  before  I reached 
one  of  the  moft  lofty  fummits,  where  I found  a 
little  ftream  of  frefh  water,  ifluingfrom  the  clefts 
of  a rock  of  granite  ; we  were  overjoyed  at  this 
difcoverv,  for  we  had  for  fomc  time  been  reduced 
to  a very  fcanty  allowance. 

Hard  by  I perceived  fome  cavities,  filled  with* 
very  clear  water,  which  I had  reafon  to  think  as 
frefh  as  that  which  was  flowing  from  the  rock, 
for  it  was  upwards  of  two  hundred  meters  per- 
pendicular above  the  level  of  the  fea.  I was* 
miftaken  ; it  was  very  fait  ; and  farther  on,  other 
excavations,  filled  with  the  fame  water,  exhibited 
on  their  margins,  cryfials  of  marine  fait,  in  ra- 
ther thin  hmiricc^  which  at  fome  diftance  re- 
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lembjed  ice.  This  faft  having  been  related  on 
board,  by  fome  of  the  perfons  who  accompanied 
me,  lèverai  of  our  fhipmates,  in  order  to  explain 
the  caufe  of  this  phenomenon,  infifted  that  the 
lea  might  very  well  rife  to  this  height  in  bad 
weather,  although  the  coaft  was  guarded  by 
rocks  which  were  pretty  large,  but  in  truth  at  no 
great  diftance  from  the  foot  of  the  mountains. 

As  this  ftream,  which  was  very  dull,  fupplied 
us  flowly  with  the  water  necelTary  for  quenching 
our  ithirft,  we  were  compelled  to  reft  ourfelves 
on  its  banks  ; and  prefently  fome  final  1 drops 
of  fait  water,  by  which  we  were  Wetted,  ap- 
prized me,  that  the  air  was  railing  as  far  as  us  the 
fea- water,  attenuated  by  the  dafhing  of  the  waves 
againll  the  rocks.  Our  clothes  were  Ipeedily 
covered  with  it,  as  if  they  had  been  expofed 
to  a flight  fog  ; this  water  had  loft  none  of  its 
faltnefst 

Some  birds  were  waiting  for  us  to  retire,  in 
order  to  come  and  quench  their  thirft.  I here 
killed  a charming  fawn-colour  turtle,  remark- 
able for  ftx  or  eight  golden  feathers,  which  it  ha^ 
towards  the  bafe  of  the  wings.  For  this  reafon 
White  has  called  it  the  golden- winged  pigeon'^  f 

^ See  page  1 46  of  White’s  journal  of  a T^cyage  to  South 
which  contains  a great  variety  of  drawings  and  deferip- 
tioiis  of  fpeeimens  of  the  natural  produdions  of  that  country. 
Publifhed  by  Debrett  in  1790.  T, 
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he  has  given  a good  drawing  of  it.  I had  al- 
ready found  the  fame  fpecies  at  Cape  Diemen. 

We  caught  here  a great  many  penguins,  of  the 
Ipecies  called  aptejiodyta  minor ^ which  Captain 
Cook  had  alfo  met  with  at  New  Zealand  ; thefe 
were  likewife  concealed  in  very  deep  holes  in  the 
rocks,  from  which  it  was  often  not  a little  diffi- 
cult to  get  them  out. 

One  of  the  moft  elevated  fpots  which  I this 
day  vifited,  for  the  tirfl  time,  was  formed  of  cal- 
careous ltone,difpofed  in  almofl  horizontal  ftrata, 
like  that  which  I had  met  with  on  the  heights; 
it  was  of  a very  fine  grain,  exhibiting  here  and 
there  only  a few  little  cavities.  But  here  too  I 
did  not  remark  any  fliclls  ; I prefumc  that  it  has 
been  produced  by  a flow  depofit  of  calcareous 
matter,  conveyed  in  a flatc  of  folution. 

Tlie  change  of  foil  procured  me  a few  plants, 
which  I had  not  before  found. 

* 

I here  gathered  a new  and  very  remarkable 
fpecies  of  eucalyptus,  of  \vhich  I fhall  give  a de- 
feription. 

The  talleft  flems  of  this  fhrub  are  not  above 
four  meters  high  ; they  are  fmooth,  and  adorned 
principally  towards  the  extremity  of  each  branch 
\vith  elongated,  oval,  alternate  leaves,  flightly 
bowed,  and  about  a decimeter  long.  ' 

The  flowers,  which  are  feffile,  and  commonly 
borne  to  the  number  of  from  about  eight  to  ten, 
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at  thè  extremity  of  a common  peduncle  about 
three  centimeters  long,  prefent  all  the  charadfcrs 
of  the  eucalyptus  genus.  Their  numerous  fbimina 
have  long  filaments  of  a fawn  colour  ; the  flyle 
Ihoots  out  a little  beyond  the  fiamina. 

The  calyx,  which  is  much  elongated,  is  pufiied 
out  by  the  fiamina,  in  proportion  as  they  expand, 
and  it  falls  v/hen  they  have  attained  their  full 

The  capfule,  which  is  open  at  the  top,  is  tri- 
locular,  and  fometimes  quadrilocular  ; it  is 
crowned  by  a final  I portion  of  the  bafe  of  the 
fiylcj*  which  is  divided  into  as  many  parts  as 
there  are  cells. 

Each  cell  contains  a great  many  angulated 
feedSi 

The  form  of  thé  calyx  has  induced  mé  to  give 
to  this  Ihrub  the  name  of  eucalyptus  cornuta. 

Explanation  of  the  .Figures^  Plate  XX. 

Fig.  I*  Branch  of  the  eucalyptus  cornuta. 

Fig'.  2.  Flower,'  with  its  calyx  removed,  in 
order  to  ftlew  the  fiamina  ^and  the  fivle. 

Fig.  3.  Flower,  with  its  calyx  detached,  and 
flill  enveloping  the  ftaminav  ^ 

Fig.  4.  Calyx. 

5*  Germeni 

Fig.  6.  Capfule« 

VOL.  I,  ^ After 
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After  having  refolved  to  pafs  the 'night  oa 
fhore,  we  looked  for  a convenient  place,  and 
we  at  length  found  a hollow  in  a rock,  where 
we  were  for  fome  time  perfectly  fheltered  from 
the  wind  and  the  rain,  which  came  on  at  the 
clofe  of  the  day.  The  cold  was  fufficiently 
fharp  to  induce,  us  to  kindle  a fire;  befides,  we 
had  not  much  provifion,  and  after  I had  fele6ted 
from  the  birds  I had  fhot  thofe  I wifhed  to  pre- 
ferve  for  my  collection,  I gave  my  companions 
the  others,  which  they  broiled  on  the  coals. 
We  were  expeCting  to  make  a tolerably  good 
fupper,  and  to  flcep  afterwards  very  quiet- 
ly, when  all  on  a fudden  the  wind  fhifted  and 
became  ingulfed  in  our  cave,  which  we  were 
, forced  to  leave  very  quickly,  that  we  might  not 
be  ftified  by  the  fmoke.  This  difappointment 
made  us  regret  our  not  having  returned  on  board,^ 
for  the  wind  was  fo  high  as  to  extinguifli  our 
fire  before  our  penguins  were  quite  done,  but 
lx  ill  we  found  them  very  good. 

An  ample  flock  of  water,  which  we  had 
brought  from  the  top  of  the  mountain,  afforded 
us,  while  making  this  meal,  the  agreeable  re- 
fieciion  that  here,  at  leafi,  we  might  drink  as 
much  as  we  chofe. 

y ^ 

As  toon  as  the  day  broke  on  the  15th,  I pro- 
ceeded towards  the  fouth-weft.  Among  a great 
many  other  plants,  I gathered  at  the  foot  of  the 

mountains, 
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ixîountains,  in  a marly  foil,  a leguminous  plant, 
\vhich  mull  be  clalfed  among  tliofe  whofe  corolla 
is  papilionaceous,  and  the  blaments  of  the  fta- 
niina  feparated  from  each  other. 

It  forms  a new  genus,-  which  T call  cliorizema. 

The  calyx  is  entire,  and  quadrlfid  on  its  mar- 
gins. The  upper  divlfion  is  Inroad,  concave, 
and  lonsfcr  than  the  red  ; the  three  inferior  ones 
are  ftraight,  of  equal  fize,  and  terminate  in  a 
point. 

The  fuperior  margin  of  the  ftandard  is  con- 
cave, and  it  almofi  entirely  covers  the  wings  and 
the  keel. 

The  daraina,  ten  in  number,  are  all  feparated 
from  each  other.” 

The  germen  is  elliptic,  and  terminated  by  a 
recurved  dyle. 

The  legume,  which  is  of  an  oval  form,  is 
filled  with  a great  number  of  black  feeds,  al- 
mod  fpherical. 

I 

This  plant  is  perennial  ; its  leaves  are^dmple, 
alternate,  fedile,  coriaceous,  long,  deutated, 
and  have  two  fmall  prickles  for  their  ftipules. 
..The  lhape  of  the  leaves  has  made  me  dedg- 
nate  this  fpecies  by  the  name  of  chorizenia  ilici- 
folia. 

Explanation  of  the  Figures,  Plate  XXL 

Fig,  I.  Plant  of  the  natural  fizc, 

^ Fig,  2.  Flower. 
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Fig.  3.  The  petals  expanded. 

Fig.  4.  Stamina,  the  ‘ corolla  and  the  calyx 
having  been  removed. 

Fig.  5.  Germen. 

Fig.  6.  Legume. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  the  Efperance  had 
lent  a boat  to  the  main  land  to  make  fome  agro- 
nomical obfcrvations.  Citizen  Riche  had  alfo 
landed  there.  The  rendezvous  had  been  fixed 
for  two  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  at  the  place  of 
debarkation;  but  his  fhipmates  waited  for  him 
in  vain  till  feven  o’clock  in  the  evening.  The 
boat  was  then  obliged  to  return  on  board, 
bccaufc  file  had  no  provifions  in  ; and,  befides, 
Ihc  was  riding  in  a place  which  might  have  be- 
come very  dangerous  had  the  fca  got  up  ever  fo 
little.  The  commanding  officer  left  on  the 
diiore  a written  paper,  to  apprize  Riche,  that, 
in  cafe  he  came  to  this  place,  the  boat  fhould 
return  to  fetch  him  the  next  morning  at  day- 
light, if  the  weather  permitted. 

The  geographical  engineer,  fent  to  make  a 
furvey  of  this  little  Archipelago,  reached  his 
ihip  in  the  early  part  of  thejiight  ; he'  had  de- 
termined the  pofilion  of  upwards  of  twenty  iflots 
mattered  in  a fpace  of  about  a degree  both  in 
longitude  and  in  latitude.  He  landed  on  feveral 
points,  without  finding  a convenient  place,  for 
2 watering; 
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watering  ; the  only  ftream  of  freih  water  that 

he  had  met  with  would  have  fcaie  ly  fufliced 

«« 

for  the  daily  confumption  of  our  fhips.  He  had 
difeovered,  behind  the  point  of  the  main  land 
that  lay  to  the  eaft  north-eafl^  a good  anchor- 
age, with  not  fo  great  a depth  of  water  as  there 
was  in  that  which  wc  occupied. 

At  this  Archipelago  terminates  the  difeoyery 
of  Nuyts.  We  were  aftonifhed  at  the  preciiiou  ‘ 

with  which  its  latitude  had  been  fettled  bv^ 

« 

that  navigator,  at  a period  when  aftronomical 
inftruments  were  yet  very  iinperfedl.  I muft 
make  the  fame  remark  refpedting  every  part  of 
this  country  which  was  difeovered  by  Leuwin.  • 
For  fome  days  the  winds  blew  from  the  north- 
ward of  eaft  in  the  morning,  and  from  the  fouth 
in  the  afternoon.  The  fands  being  ftrongly  heated 
by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  occafton  this  diurnal 
variation.  Thefe  forts  of  winds  kept  the  atmo- 
tpheric  air  in  equilibrio  ; and  indeed  the  mer- 
cury in  the  barometer  commonly  flood  at  28 
inches  3 or  4 lines. 

On  the  1 6th,  the  weather  was  very  favour- 
able, and  a boat  was  fent  in  fearch  of  Citizen 
Riche.  That  naturalift,  enraptured  with  the  rich- 
nefs  and  novelty  of  the  productions  of  this 
country,  which,  till  now,  had  not  been  viftted 
by  any  obferver,  had,  no  doubt,  forgotten  himfelf 
in  the  contemplation  of  their  beauty,  and  very 

F F 3 foon 
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foon  loft  his  way  ; he  had  not  yet  come  back 

to  the  place  of  debarkation. 

» 

On  proceeding  in  the  diredlion  which  he  had 
been  obferved  to  take  the  day  beforcj  our  peo- 
ple had  a near  view  of  ibme  natives,  with  whom, 
however,  it  was  not  poffiblc  to  have  any  inter- 
courfe  ; for  they  always  fled  as  our  people  ad- 
vanced towards  them. 

\ 

Riche’s  fituatlon  was  the  more  alarming,  as 
he  had  been  abfent  near  a day  and  a half,  and 
we  knew  that  he  had  bewildered  himfelf  with- 
out provifions  in  an  extremely  barren  country. 

% 

The  boat,  which  returned  about  two  o’clock 
in  the  afternoon,  brought  the  melancholy  tidings 
that  they  had  not  been  able  to- find  him.  Cap-» 
tain  Huon  imnàcdiately  came  to  communicate 
the  circumftancc  to  the  Admiral,  who  confulted 
with  him  refpc6ling  the  meafiires  that  it  would 
be  proper  to  take  on  this  difaftrous  occafton. 
The  Admiral  havin^r  fent  for  the  naturalifl 
Defehamps  and  myfclf.  Captain  Huon  informed 
us  of  all  the  fteps  which  he  had  hitherto  taken 
for  findin^r  our  unfortunate  collea^^ue  : he  re-? 

O O 

minded  us  ofdhe  dangers  to  which  he  might 
have  expofed  himfelf  in  advancing  alone  into 
the  interior  of  the  country,  where  perhaps  he 
had  fallen  under  the  blows  of  the  favages;  in 
other  refpe6ts,  he  could  not,  he  faid,  but  fore- 
bode the  moft  fatal  confcxptences,  for  he  thought 

it 


I 


CF  LA  PEROUSE.  ' 439 

it  without  the  limits  of  poffibility  that  he  could 
haVv  1 Tt  his  way  fo  long. 

1 he  nature  of  thefe  burning  fands,  which  are 
totally  deftitute  of  water,  rendered  fiill  more 
frigluful  all  the  conjectures  that  we  could  make 
relative  to  his  fituatiot]. 

As  our  flock  of  water  was  already  partly  ex- 
pended, and  as  we  had  not  found  the  means  of 
renewing  it  at  this  anchorage.  Captain  Huon, 
after  having  told  us  that  it  would  be  very  difad- 
vantageous  to  prolong  our  ilay  here,  added,  that 
it  was  evident  that  all  farther  refearches  could  be 
only  detrimental  to  the  expedition,  without  af- 
fording the  final  left  hope  of  again  finding  our 
unfortunate  aflbeiate. 

Defehamps,  on  whofe  mind  thefe  arguments 
had  all  the  influence  that  was  deflred,  made  no 
befitation  to  give  his  opinion  the  firfl:  in  favour 
of  our  departure,  by  flding  with  the  Captain, 
and  declaring  that  it  could  not  be  denied,  that 
we  had  now  nothing  to  do  but  to  mourn  the 
lots  of  our  friend. 

Thefe  probabilities  had  not  the  fame  efleCl  on 
me  ; but  I had  feamen  to  perfuade,  and  I em- 
ployed the  method  which  I judged  the  mod: 
proper  to  convince  them,  by  quoting,  in  fupport 
of  my  opinion,  an  \çxample  taken  from  the 
voyages  of  the  m oft 'Celebrated  of  navigators.  I 
Reminded  them  that  Captain  Cook  had  two 

F F 4 failors 
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failors  who  loft  their  way,  in  December  1777, 
on  Chriftmas  Iflaad,  the  one  for  a whole  day, 
and  the  other  for  eight  and  forty  hours  ; that 
Cook  had  caufed  the  latter  to  be  looked  for  with 
the  greateft  care  by  feveral  detachments  ; that 
Chriftmas  Ifland  is,  however,  a very  fmall  low 
ifland,  and  fcarcely  covered  with  fhrubs,  while 
New  Holland,  where  Citizen  Riche  had  loft 
himfelf,  was  an  iramenfe  country,  I therefore 
requefted  that  there  might  be  employed,  in  fearch 
of  our  unfortunate  friend,  at  lead:  as  much  time 
as  Captain  Cook  had  fpent  in  fearch  of  one  of 
his  failors. 

'I'his  rcafoning  produced  all  the  effe6l  that  I 
wifhed. 

A boat  was  immediately  difpatched  from  each 
fhip  for  the  main  land,  and  I had  the  fatisfac- 
tion  of  being  one  of  thofe  who  were  to  employ 
all  their  attention,  and  make  every  effort,  to 

I 

bring  back  our  loft  companion. 

The  Admiral  dire6led  guns  to  be  fired  every 
half  hour,  in  order  that,  if  Riche  were  ftill  living, 
he  might  with  greater  certainty  direct  his  fteps 
towards  the  anchorage. 

The  wind  favoured  us,  and  we  prefently  reach^ 
ed  the  fhore. 

After  having  advanced  in  different  direâions, 
we  returned  to  the  landing-place  at  night-fall. . 

^ See  Cook’s  Third  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  133.  T. 

We 
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Wc  hnd  travelled  over  a foil  entirely  covered 
with  fands,  where  wc  had  found  vaft  ipots  abfo- 
lutely  dehituto  of  verdure.  I faw  with  fur- 
prue,  on  thefe  dlflant  Ihores,  the  grafs  known, 
by  the  name  of ff  inifex  fquar'rofvs^  and  I a?,ain  ad- 
n)ired  the  facility  with  which  the  plants  that 
grow  by  the  ft!a-lidc  are  fpread  to  prodigious  dil- 
tances. 

In  thefe  barren  fpots  grew  a beautiful  plant-, 
which  has  an  affinity  to  the  iricles^  and  which 
is  naturally  clalfed  next  to  the  dllatrls  and  ar^o- 

» o 

lajia  genera  ; it  torms,  however,  a new  and 
very  diitinél  genus,  principally  on  account  of  its 
irregular  corolla. 

I defignate  it  by  the  name  of  anigozanthos. 

The  flowers  have  no  calyx. 

The  corolla  prefents  the  form  of  a tube,'  di- 
vided on  its  margins  into  fix  unequal  parts,  re- 
curved inwardly  ; it  is  covered  with  reddifli 
hairs. 

The  flamina,  fix  in  number,  are  attached  un- 
derneath the  divifions  of  the  corolla,  which  is 
placed  on  the  germen. 

The  flyle  is  Ample,  as  well  as  the  fligma. 

The  capfule  is  nearly  fpherical,  and  of  thé 
fame  colour  as  the  flower  by  which  it  is  fur- 
mounted  ; it  is  trilocular  ; the  cells  are  filled 
with  a great  number  of  angulated  feeds. 


The 
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Tlie  top  of  the  ftem  is  covered  with  reddifh 
hairs,  like  the  flower. 

f I have  called  this  fpecies  anigozanthos^  rufa. 

Explanation  .of  the  Figures^  Plate  XXIL^ 

Fig,  I.  Plant. 

Fig,  2.  Flower. 

Fig,  3.  Flower  cleft  longitudinally  and  ex- 
panded, in  order  to  fhew  the  ftamina. 

Fig,  4.  Stamina  magnified. 

• pig,  5.  Capfuie.  . . • 

Although  in  the  day  the  heat  was  very  intenfe 
in  this  country,  we  neverthele/s  felt  the  cold 
pretty  feverely  at  night. 

On  the  17th,  as  foon  as  the  day  began  to 
dawn,  we  divided  ourfelves  into  two  parties  ; 
the  one  with  which  I was  advanced  towards  the 
north,  and  the  other  went  to  the  northr\yefl.  p 

We  dire  died  our  route  by  the  compafs,-  and 
we  had  proceeded  at  leaf!  a myrianieter  acrofs 
the  plains  of  calcareous  fand,  which  w^as'  feen 
heaped  up  in  different  diredlions,  when  we 
reached  a rather  confined  bottom,  where  the 
verdure  of  the  plants  formed  an  agreeable  con- 
trat: with  the  difmal  afpeâ  of  the  places  that  we 
had  juft  traverfed,  and  announced  to  us  a very 
fertile  vegetable  earth.  We  here  perceived  a 
few  cavities  i which  afforded  us  a little  frefli 

water. 
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water,  but  it  was  too  far  from  the  fea-fide  to  be 
ufekil  to  our  Ihips* 

Id  continuing  our  progrefs,  I remarked  iti  the 
paid  ft  of  thefe  fands  a few  rocks  of  a calcareous 

I . * 

nature,  on  which  I gathered  fome  fine  plants 
that  ft  ill  withftood  the  aridity  of  the  foil.  Among 
the  great  number  of  thofe  of  the  family  of  the 
protege  which  I obferved,  1 fhall  mention  two 
new  fpecies  of  hayikfm,  I call  the  one  hanhfia 
re^enSy  apd  the  other  hankfia  nivea. 

The  former  has  a creeping  flem,  covered  with 
a thick  reddifli  down,  terminated  by  flowers 
united  under  the  form  of  a cone. 

t 

The  leaves  are  pinnatifid,  and  when  they 
are  young  they  are  covered  with  the  fame  fort 
of  down  as  the  ftem,  fo  much  fo  as  to  make  thi^ 
plant  be  taken  for  fome  fpecies  of  acrojtlchmn  ; 
hut  when  more  advanced  in  age  they  are  very 
fmootln 

j 

JLxplanation  of  the  Figures,  flute  XXIIL 
Fig*  I.  Plant. 

rig.  2.  F lower.  ^ 

Fig*  3.  Corolla  cleft  laterally^  fecn  through  a 
poagnifier. 

rig.  4*  Stamina  magnified. 

5-  Gcrmen,  with  the  ftyle  and  the  ftigma. 

The  fpecies  of  hajihfia  that  I call  niveuy  is  re- 
paafkablc  oa  account  of  iti?  long  leaves,  which 
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are  white  underneath^  and  very  deeply  dcnta- 
ted. 

9 

Explanation  of  the  Figures , Plate  XX IF, 

Fig.  I.  Plant.  ' 

Fig.  2.  Flower. 

Fig.  3.  Corolla  expanded. 

Fig.  4.  Part  of  one  of  the  divifions  of  the 
corolla  feen  through  a magnifier.  . • 

Fig.  5.  Stamina  magnified. 

Fig.  6.  Germep  furmounted  by  its  fi}de. 


I here  again  found  the  eucalyptus  cornuta,  and 
a great  many  other  plants  of  the  family  of  the 
myrti.  ‘ 

After  four  hours  pretty  hard  walking,  we  ar- 
rived on  the  banks  of  a large  lake  which  com- 
municates with  the  fea.  ' 

The  natives'  had  recently  fet  fire  to  feveral 
places  through  which  we  had  juft  pafTed. 

, We  faw  no  kangaroos  ; but  their  excrement^ 
which  we  perceived  every  where  in  great  abun- 
dance^ let  us  know  that  thefe  quadrupeds  are  very 
numerous  on  this  coafi  : vve  alfo  remarked  hefb 
other  excrements  that  exceedingly  refemblcd 
thofe  of  the  cow,  but  we  did  not  difeover  thé 
animal  to  which  they  belonged  ; on  tlie  fànd 
were  feen  the  impreffions  of  forked  feet  upwards 
of  three  fourths  of  a decimeter  broad.  Theré  is 
lio  doubt  that  this  country  contains  quadrupeds 

much 
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much  bigger  than  the  kangaroo  : it  affords  little 
food  for  birds  ; and,  indeed,  of  thefe  I found  in 
this  excurfion  only  two  Ipeeies,  a mufeicapa, 
which  I afterwards  met  with  at  the  Moluccas  ; 
and  the  beautiful  fpecies  of  red-crefted  cockatoo, 
ffittacm  Moluccenfis^  which  were  leen  here  in 
flocks  of  lèverai  hundreds.  When  I endeavour- 
ed to  approach  them,  they  always  fet  off  at  a' 
great  diflance,  and  flew  Rviftly  in  fudden  fprings, 
at  the  fame  time  fetting  up  piercing  and  very 
difagreeable  cries. 

The  banks  of  the  lake,  which  we  followed  for 
fome  time  in  approaching  the  fea,  are  fome-* 
what  marfhy  ; it  extends  very  far  inland,  flnee 
the  party  that  went  to  the  north-wefl:  alfo 
reached  its  banks  ; tome  of  them  came  to  meet 
us,  to  inform  us  that  they  had  remarked  quite 
clofe  to  the  lake,  towards  the  part  the  farthefl: 
from  the  fea,  imoreflions  of  fhoes,  which  left 
no  doubt  that  Riche  had  paffed  there  ; but  the 
marks  of  naked  feet,  which  appeared  quite  clofe 
to  his,  gave  reafon  to  apprehend  that  he  had 
been  carried  away  by  the  favages  into  the  interior 
of  the  country.  A circumflance  which  flill  more 
increafed  the  probability  of  this  conjecture  was, 
that  they  foon  found  his  pocket-handkerchief  on 
the  fands,  and,  a few  yards  farther  on,  one  of 
his  pittols.  At  a fmall  diflance  was  feen  a little 
fmoke  of  a deferted  fire,  and  round  it  \yere  found 

fome 


tôyage  în  search  • - 

' 1 

{orne  bits  of  paper  on  which^  they  rccognited 
Riche’s  band  writing.  The  fand  too,  dn  this 
fpot,  exhibited  the  impreffion  of  a perfon  who 
had  lain  down. 

Wc  were  all  returning  towards  our  boats,  la- 
menting the  fate  of  our  unfortunate  companion, 
when,  being  on  the  point  of  arriving  at  the  landing- 
place,  and  having  abfuliitely  lofl  all  hopes,  we 
faw  one  of  thole  who  had  remained  to  take  care 
of  the  boats  running  to  meet  us,  in  order  to  tell 
us  that  Riche  was  flill  living,  and  that  he  had 
juft  ( ome  down  to  the  watcr-lide,  exhaufted  by 
hunger  and  fatigue.  He  had  been  upwards  of 
iifty-four  hours  on  fhorc,  and  he  had  carried  with 
him  no  other  provihons  than  a few  pieces  of  biA 
cuit.  The  low  ftatc  to  which  he  was  reduced 
did  not  permit  his  friends  to  fuffer  irrm  to  in- 
dulge his  appetite,  and  it  was  only  by  trying 
gradually  the  digeftive  powers  of  his  ftomach 
that  we  gave  him  fomc  food.  His  countenance, 
which  was  at  firfl  entirely  diftorted,  brightened 
up  by  little  and  little.  When  he  was  recovered 
from  the  ftate  of  ftupor  into  which  he  had  been 
thrown  by  fo  long  a privation  of  food,  he  related 
to  us,  that  at  no  great  diüance  from  the  fire 
which  had  been  found  flill  alight,  there  was  a 
Imall  ftream  of  frefh  water  where  he  had 
quenched  Ins  third  ; that  by  dint  of  feeking 
among  the  plants,  analogous  to  thofe  whofe 

fruits 
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fruits  may  ferve  for  the  fuüenance  of  man,  hù 
found  a fhrub  of  the  family  of  the  /oti,  which  fur- 
nilhed  him  with  fome  little  fruits,  but  in  too 
fmall  a quantity  to  fatisfy  his  wants.  On  the  firft 
day  that  he  bewildered  himfelf  he  met  with  the 
fpring  near  which  his  property  had  been  found. 
He  paffed  the  night  there,  and  fpent  the  whole 
of  the  next  day  in  looking  for  the  place  where 
our  Ikips  lay  at  anchor,  without  being  able  to 
difcover  it.  During  this  laborious  walk  he  found 
not  a lingle  drop  of  water;  but  chance  fortu- 
nately conducted  him  again  to  this  fame  fpring,^ 
where  he  alfo  paffed  the  fécond  night. 

Having  perceived  fome  favages  at  a diftance, 
he  had  endeavoured  to  fpeak  to  them,  in  or- 
der to  learn  what  was  their  manner  of  living,  and 
to  afk  them  for  fome  food,  for  he  was  cruelly 
tormented  by  hunger;  but  they  had  always  taken 
to  flight  as  he  advanced  towards  them.  In  this 
climate  men  are  not  under  the  neceffity  of  cloth- 
ing themfelves;  and  thefe  were  all  entirely  naked. 
They  frequently  fet  fire  to  the  dry  herbage  that 
was  fcattered  on  the  fands. 

Some  kangaroos,  of  the  large  fpecies,  and  fome 
caffowaries,  were -the  only  animals  that  Riche 
had  difcovered.  Although  in  a ilate  of  dejeâion, 
he  had  till  the  laft  day  carried  about  him  a nu-, 
merous  colle(5tion  of  very  interefting  produc- 
tions; but  his  firength  diminiflied  in  fo  rapid  a 
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loanner.  In  the  courfc  of  the  lafl  four  and  twenty 
hours,  that  he  had  found  a great  deal  of  difficulty 
in  crawling  along  the  ffiore  to  look  for  our 
ihips  ; he  had  then  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
.whole,  even  the  moil  valuable  fpecimens  he  had. 

As  foon  as  he  had  recovered  from  his  faintnefs 
wc  carried  him  on  board.  It  was  to  no  purpofe 
that  we  made  all  the  lignais  agreed  on,  to  an^- 
nounce  that  we  had  had  the  good  fortune  to 
find  him  again  ; the  people  on  board  were  fo  tho* 
roughly  perfuaded  beforehand  of  the  inutility  of 
our  refearches,  that  they  did  not  underhand  us 
till  the  moment  when  our  boat  was  quite  clofe  to 
the  ffiip,  and  they  perceived  Riche  in  the  mid- 
dle of  us.  The  horrible  lituation  in  which  he 
would  have  been,  had  the  opinion  that  had  been 
formed  refpcdting  him  prevailed,  ought  to  infpirc 
the  grcatctt  dreadj  and  be  an  awful  leffon  to 
thofe  captains  and  naturalilis  who  undertake  a 
dlhant  voyage;  for  if  we  had  quitted  this  anchor- 
age the  day  before,  he  would  have  terminated 
his  life  by  the  moh  frightful  death,  and  in  all 
the  agonies  of  the  moft  horrid  defpair. 

Although  it  was  thus  demonfirated  by  this  fa6l 

that  it  was  poffible  for  a perlbn  to  lofe  himfelf 

for  two  days  in  this  country,  moll  of  our  officers 

would  not  however  admit  the  fa6t;  fome  of 
; \ 

them  chofe  to  think  and  to  fay,  that  Riçhe  had 
had- an  Intention  of  bewildering  himfelf;  as  if  it 
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\vere  to  be  prefnmed  that  he  had  g'one  of  his 
own  accord,  and  expofcd  hiinfelt  to  all  the  hor- 
fors  of  cruel,  hunger. 

During  the  whole  time  that  we  remained  at 
this  anchorage,  we  could  not  haul  the  feine  ; but 
on  board  the  Ihips  we  caught  with  hook  and  line 
a few  fithes,  among  which  were  the  labrus  cypri* 
7ioides,  and  fcveral  new  fpecies  of  tiie  perca 
genus. 

Our  anchoring-place  was  in  latitude  3'j^  53^ 
fouth,  and  longitude  119°  32'  eaft. 

The  variation  of  the  compafs  was  found  to  be 
6^  weft. 

In  the  evening  all  the  boats  were  hoified  in, 
and  we  waited  till  next  day  to  weigh  anchor,  if 
the  wind  fhould  permit.  It  varied  from  eaft  north- 
eaft  to  eaft  fouth-eaft,  and  by  ftx  o’clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  18th  we  were  under  fail. 

We  pafled  to  the  northward  of  the  little  ifland 
which  had  ferved  us  as  a fhclter,  and  we  ftood 
out  into  the  open  fea. 

At  noon,  being  in  latitude  34^  12'  5 fouth, 
and  longitude  iig^  21' eaft,  the  fouthernmolt 
ro('ks  bo're  eaft  fouth,  diftant  about  two  thirds 
of  a myriameter;  and  the  land  the  fanheft  to 
the  northward  north  i^eaft. 

For  foine  days  the  eaiterly  winds  prevailed, 
and  made  us  apprehend  great  difficulties  in 
the  examination  of  this  coaft.  Analogy  alfo 
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gave  no  fniall  degree  of  probability  to  this  con- 
jecture. In  faC\,  at  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
which  extends  even  a few  degrees  more  to  the 
fouthward  than  this  part  of  'New  Holland,  the 
eafterly  winds  are  always  the  reigning  winds  at 
this  lea  ton  of  the  year. 

On  the  23d  at  noon  we  had  got  no  farther 
tlian  the  latitude  of  34°  24'  fouth,  and  longitude 
of  120®  22'  cad;  and  we  had  not  yet  loll;  fight 
of  the  little  Archipelago  where  we  had  anchored. 

The  wind  had  been  pretty  frefh  at  eaft  in  the 
afternoon,  but  in  the  beginning  of  tlie  night  it 
blew  from  the  coafl,  and  made  us  experience 
intolerable  heat.  Prefently  we  were  furrounded 
by  an  extraordinarily  thick  mill;  the  air  was  ' 
charged  with  very  great  humidity , which  penetrated 
every  where:  I cannot  form  a better  comparifon 
of  it  than  with  that  which  is  brought  by  the  fouth 
winds  in  the  Mediterranean,  at  a fhort  di fiance 
from  the  coafl  of  Africa,  in  the  hottefl  feafon. 
The  fands,  heated  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  had 
increafed  the  property  pofTeffed  by  the  atmo- 
fpberic  air  of  diffolving  water,  and  we  found  our- 
felves  as  if  in  the  middle  of  a vapour-bath  of  a 
mild  temperature. 

The  darknefs  of  the  night  made  us  lofe  fight 
of  the  Efperance  about  eleven  o’clock  at  night, 
and  fhe  did  not,  till  three  hours  after,  anfwer 
our  fignals  by  a gun  which  we  heard  from  a • 

great 
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c'reat  diftance.  The  wind  was  faint:  we  worked 

C3  * 

to  windward,  and  as  foon  as  the  day  broke  on 
-the  24th,  we  difcovered  that  fhip  not  far  from 
us;  the  wind  fhortly  began  to  blow  ftrong  from 
the  fouth-weft,  and  for  fome  time  carried  us  faft 
through  the  water,  on  an  eaflerly  courfe. 

At  noon  we  were  in  latitude  34°  14^*  fouth, 
and  longitude  121^  2'  eaft  ; and  two  hours  after, 
we  difcovered  behind  fome  iflots,  a large  bight, 
which  appeared  to  us  to  afford  an  excellent 
fhelter. 

We  were  apprized  of  the  prefence  of  fome  na- 
tives, by  tires,  the  fmoke  of  which  we  faw  rifing 
pretty  tar  from  the  fhore,  from  lèverai  points 
very  dillant  from  each  other. 

The  barometer  having  fallen  dill  lower  than 
when  the  gale  forced  us  to  anchor  in  Legrand’s 
Bay,  we  Itood  out  to  the  offing,  in  order  that  we 
might  not  be  hemmed  in  on  .this  dangerous 
coafl;’  we  then  brought  to,  and  remained  the 
whole  night  with  our  head  to  the  fo’uih  fouth-eaft 
and  fouth. 

The  fea  was  very  high  : the  wind  blew 
with  violence  from  the  fouth -well  to  the  weft 
fouth-welf  ; after  having  gradually  increaf‘d,  it 
raged  with  the  greatelt  irnpetuolity  during  al- 
mod  the  whole  night,  ‘and  raifed  tiie  waves  lo  a 
prodigious  height;  we  had  not  yet  been  fo  vio- 
lently tolled  about  by  a dorm. 
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The  foi?th-wefl:  winds  in  tbefe  Teas  are  almo'5 
always  boiderous,  and  add  conhderably  to  the 
dangers  to  which  a navigator  is  expofed  in 
ranging  along,  frorti  the  wedward  to  the  eall- 
Xvard,  this  low  coafl,  often  guarded  by  fhoals, 
which  it  is  to  be  feared  he  might  not  difeover  in 
time  to  be  able  to  avoid  them. 

At  daybreak  on  the  25th  we  ftood  in  for  the 
land.  The  wind  had  become  fixed  at  weft  fouth- 
Aveft , and  had  brought  back  fine  weather. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  day  we  were  in 
latitude  3J°  ^-2'  fouth,  and  longitude  122°  4'ead, 
when  from  the  maf-hcad  wc  difeerned  beyond 
fcvcral  iflots  part  of  the  coafl,  which  flill  appeared 
very  low,  extending  from  weft  to  north-wefl;^ 
prcfently  we  faw  it  form  a dike,  raifed  in  a tole- 
‘rably  uniform  manner,  which  took  a direction  to 
the  ca Award,  and  behind  which  we  did  not  per- 
ceive any  land. 

On  the  approach  of  night  vve  hauled  off  from 
-it,  and  afterwards  hove  to.  The  next  day,  the 
26th,  we  continued  to  follow  the  coafl,  and  about 
three  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  were  diflant 
from  it  only  two  kilometers:  it  had  conflantly 
prefented  to  us  the  fame  appearance  fo-r  an  ex- 
tent of  upwards  of  three  myriameters.  We  per- 
feflly  diflinguifhed  on  it  the  thin,  horizontal- 
firata,  which  exhibited  exactly  farne  forms 
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7.S  the  calcareous  flone  that  I had  met  with  at 
Legrand’s  Bay. 

1 am  inclined  to  think  that  this  break  in  the 
mountains,  for  fo  great  an  extent,  is  the  work  of 
the  waters  ; for  they  have  undermined  thefe 
lands  at  their  bafe,  and  the  upper  part  muft  have 
funk  by  fading  into  the  Tea,  and  forming  the 
rampart  which  renders  this  coaft  inacceffible. 
W e remarked  a few  final!  fpots  where  the  earth 
had  fallen  down,  but  by  which  it  would  never- 
thelefs  have  been  very  difficult  to  afeend  ; we 
had  drawn  fo  clofe  in  with  it,  that  it  was  necef- 
fary  to  gain  an  offing;  the  depth  of  water  was 
then  twenty  fathoms,  over  a bottom  of  calca^ 
reous  fand. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  27th  we  faw 
the  coaft  extending- to  the  north-eaft  ; and  with 
the  wind  at  fouth-weft,  we  had  no  difficulty  in 
following  its  windings.  We  ftill  perceived  the 
fame  ftcep  rampart,  which,  rifing  with  tolerable 
uniformity  to  the  height  of  about  ninety  meters, 
exhibited  from  its  upper  part  to  the  level  of  the 
fea,  the  parallel  ftrata  of  which  it  is  corapofed. 

Towards  the  middle  of  the  day  the  coaft 
changed  its  afpeeft,  trending  a little  to  the  fouth- 
eaft  ; it  then  appeared  interfe61ed  by  fmall  hills, 
covered  with  fand,  which,  linking  with  a gentle 
declivity,  terminated  in  a very  low  beach.  The 
fea  now  aftamed  a green ifti  tint,  even  in  the 
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offing,  and  indicated  to  us  a change  of  bottom; 
but  a line  of  fourteen  fathoms  could  not  reach 
the  ground. 

The  breeze  foon  frefliened,  and  began  to  blow 
very  flrong.  Our  exj)crience  had  taught,  us  to 
fear  on  this  coad  the  foot h -weft “winds,  which 
were  become  almoft  always  boilterous:  for  this 
reafon  we  hauled  off  fouth-eaft  by  eafl,  to  gain  an 
offing.  . 

'Ihe  want  of  water  was  feverely  felt  on  board 
our  two  ffips,  and  if  we  could  not  find  an  im- 
mediate opportunity  of  fupplying  ourfelves  with 
that  article,  we  muft  in  a little  time  be  under  the 
neceflitv  of  leaving  the  coaft:  but  had  we  begun 
at  its  eafterrimoil;  part,  in  order  to  range  along  it 
from  eaft  to  wed,  we  fliould  have  had  the  advan- 
tage of  taking  in  a good  dock  of  water  at  Cape 
Dicrnen;  inliead  of  which,  our  water  was  already 
half  expended  when  we  began  the  furvey  of  this  ’ 
land  by  its  w'efternmofi:  point.  This  confidera- 
tion  and  many  others  ought  to  induce  the  navi- 
gator to  follow  it  from  eaft  to  v/ed  ; befides,  the 
jmpetuolity  of  the  fouth-wed  winds  expofes  vef- 
fcls  to  the  greated  dangers,  while  the  eaderly 
winds,  which  are  the  mod  condant,  never  blovv 
with  violence. 

On  the  28th  we  were  only  two  kilometers 
from  the  coad,  and  the  lead  gave  us  fometimes 
•a  bottom  of  coarie.fand,  and,  at  others,  of  rock; 

' the 
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the  depth  of  water  varying  from  nine  to  fourteen 
fathoms. 

At  noon,  when  our  latitude  was  32^  19'  fouth, 
and  our  longitude  124®  52'eafl,  the  neareft  coaft 
was  two  tliirds  of  a kilometer  to  the  north  north* 
weft  of  us  ; its  extremes  bore  from  north  69*^  . 
well  to  cad  20®  north  : fhortly  it  prefented  itfeif 
under  the  form  of  a rampart^  like  that  which 
we  had  before  coafted  ; but  it  differed  from 
the  former,  by  its  upper  part  rifing  with  a gen- 
tle acclivity  into  the  interior  of  the  country.  I 
there  remarked  a few  fhrubs,  which  feemed  to 
be  in  a more  thriving  flate  than  thofe  we  had 
hitherto  perceived  along  this  coafl. 

The  fea  was  covered  with  a fpecies  of  fea- 
weed  cMad  fucus  7mfans^ 

Being  baffled  by  the  eafierly  winds,  we  were 
ftill  on  the  3 1 ft,  towards  the  middle  of  the  day, 
only  in  latitude  32®  8'  fouth,  and  longitude 
126^  42'  eaft,  when  we  faw  riling  a fog,'  which 
reprefented  to  us  on  every  fide  a table  land.  The  , 
illuftoii  was  fo  ftriking,  that  the  perfons  who 
came  up  from  below,  thought  we  had  juft  entered 
a vaft  baftn.  We  were,  however,  two  myria- 
meters  from  the  coaft,  which  this  fog  did  npt  per- 
mit us  to  diftinguifh.  ' . ^ 

In  the  evening,  the  ffly  darkened  towards  the 
land,  and  lightning  flalhed  from  the  thickeft 
clouds  ; then  the  fog  which  encompaffed  ti\c 
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horizon  difperfed  ; the  wind  Ihitted  to  the 
ward,  and  blew  very  frefh. 

Ill  the  afternoon  of  the  3d  of  January  I793^ 
Captain  Huon  communicated  to  Admiral -D’En- 
trecafleaux  the  damage  which  the  Efpérance’s 
rudder  had  fuflained.  He'  informed  him,  that 
his  fhip’s  company  had  long  been  reduced  to  a 
pint  and  a half  of  water  a day  each  man,  that 
he  had  been  obliged  to  put  a flop  to  the  diflribu- 
tion  of  antifcorbutic  drinks,  &c.  and  that  thirty 
caflcs  of  water  then  formed  the  whole  flock  re« 
maining  on  board  of  the  Efpérance. 

The  next  morning,  the  4th,  about  half  paft 
ten  o’clock,  the  Admiral  fent  him  a letter,  to 
acquaint  him  with  the  refolution  that  he  had 
taken  refpediing  the  fituation  of  the  two  fhips. 

At  noon  we  were  in  latitude  31^  51'  fouth,, 
and  longitude  129*^  10'  eafl,  and  we  faw  the 
land  from  eafl  to  north,  by  weft,  being  a myriaT 
meter  from  the  nearefl  thorc. 

As  foon  as  the  boat  was  hoifled  in,,  w^e  made 
fail  clofe  hauled  on  the  larboartl  tack,  with  the 
. wind  at  eafl  Ibuth  eafl,  and  flood  on  towards 
..Cape  Diemen,  thus  taking  our  leave  of  an  ex- 
tremely barren  coafl,  upwards  of  a hundred  and 
flxty  myriameters  of  which  we  had  juft  ranged 
along,  generally  in  a direélion  * from  weft  by 
fouth  to  ealt  by  north*  Fifteen  months  before 
us,  Vancouver,  alike  tnwarted  by  eaflerly  wind^, 
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had  been  forced  to  abandon  it,  after  he  had  beeu 
able  to  examine  it  only  for  the  extent  of  about 
feventy  myriameters 

Before  we  touched  on  this  coafl,  we  did  not 
forefee  that  we  fboiild  here  fo  frequently  meet 
with  tempcftuous  winds,  efpecially  at  this  feafon, 
which  fhould  be  that  of  the  familier  in  thefe  feaS;, 
the  fun  having  been  now  for  upwards  of  two 
months  in  the  fouthern  hemifphere.  May  not 
this  impetuofity  of  the  winds  be  occafioned  by 
the  prodigious  difference  that  exifts  between  the 
trifling;  dee^rec  of  the  heat  of  the  atriTOfi)here  at 
fea.  and  the  ardent  rays  of  the  fun,  which  were 
concentrated  by  the  burning  fands  of  the  maia 
land  ? 

The  currents  that  were  perceptible  along  this 
coafl,  always  followed  the  diredlion  of  the  winds, 

' The  Efperance  was  in  ft  ill  greater  diftrefs  than 
we  were  ; befides,  that  fhip  had  met  with  feveral 
accidents  at  our  lafl  anchorage  : it  required  an  ex- 
cellent fhelter  to  execute  all  the  repairs  of  which 
. fhe  flood  in  need. 

At  four  o’clock  we  lofl  fight  of  the  land  from 
the  ma  ft  head,  and,  at  the  fame  moment,  we 
had  thirty  fathqms  water,  with  a bottom  of  fine 
fand,  mixed  with  broken  fhells  and  lytophites. 
We  continued  founding  every  two  hours,  and,  at 

« 
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each  cafl'  of  the  lead,  we  found  that  the  depth 
of  water  increafed  from  two  fathoms  to  two  and 
a half  : it  had  conftantly  augmented  in  an  almofi; 
imperceptible  manner,  in  proportion  as  we  re- 
ceded from  the  coaft,  which,  'on  the  5th,  at  five 
o’clock  in  the  afternoon,  was  at  the  diftance  of 
twenty  myriameters  ; then  we  got  foundings  in 
iixty-one  fathoms  and  a half,  over  a bottom  of 
pretty  fine  fand  mixed  with  gravel,  and  from  that 
time  we  could  not  ftrike  ground,  although  we 
founded  repeatedly.  This  flow  increafe  of  the 
depth  of  the  fea  near  this  coaft,  fhewing  that  the 
lands  under  water  fink  by  a gentle  declivity, 
made  me  prefume  that  thofe  which  advance  into 
the  interior  of  the  ifland  rife  by  an  acclivity  alfo 
very  gentle,  fo  that  its  high  mountains  are  too 
far  didant  to  be  perceived  from  the  fhore. 

The  day  before  we  iiad  been  carried  twenty- 
three  miles  to  the  w^cftvvard  of  our  reckoning, 
and,  in  the  courfe  of  the  7th,  twenty  miles  in 
the  fame  diredtion.  At  noon  we  were  in  latitude 
33*3o'fouth.  The  rapidity  with  which  thefe  cur- 
rents fet  to  the  wefirward,  depends,  perhaps,  on 
fome  channel  which  feparates  the  lands  of  New 
Holland  from  thofe  of  Cape  Diemen,  between 
Point  Hicks  and  Furneaux’s  Iflands.  Captain 
Cook,  when  he  explored  the  eaft  part  of  New 
Holland,  faw  no  land  in  this  fpace,  the  extent 
of  which  is  about  hyenty  myriameters,  and 
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thought  that  he  was  at  the  entrance  of  a great 
gulf.  Perhaps  in  that  part  of  the  coaft  begins 
the  opening  of  a channel,  which,  after  having 
formed  different  finuofities,  runs  to  the  weft- 
ward,  and  there  forms  another  opening  in  the 
fame  latitude  as  that  in  which  we  experienced 
fuch  drong  currents 

We  did  not  meet  with  wederly  winds  till  we 
reached  the  latitude  of  40°  fouth  ; they  carried 
us  to  Cape  Diemen,  varying  from  fouth-wefl  to 
north- weft. 

About  ten  o’clock  we  faw  paffing  at  a frnall 
didance  from  us  a great  number  of  cetaceous 
il  dies  of  a new  fpecies,  which  appeared  to  me  to 
be  of  the  delphinus  genus.  They  may  be  eadly 
didingu idled  by  a large  black  fpot  which  they 
have  on  the  back  behind  the  dorfal  fin  ; the  upper 
part  of  the  body  is  of  a blackidi  brown,  and  the 
belly  white.  The  larged:  were  upwards  of  three 
jneters  in  length  : they  were  preceded  by  a flioal 
of  dolphins  (dtïphïnus  delphis)^  and  were,  like 

* This  obfervation  affords  a driking  proof  of  the  juftiiefs 
of  M.  Labillardiere’s  difeernment;  for  it  has  recently  been 
afeertained  that  the  part  of  New  Holland  known  by  the  name 
of  Van  Diemen’s  Land  is,  in  faft,  a detached  ifland;  an  Englifli 
veifel  having  entered  the  eafterh  mouth  of  this  newly-difco- 
vered  Strait  between  the  38th  and  39th  degrees  of  fouth  lati» 
tude,  and  returned  round  the  South  Cape  to  Port  Jackfon.  T. 
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them,  fvvimming  in  a body,  executing  with  great 
rapidity  nearly ‘the  fame  movements. 

We  continued  lying  to  during  the  night,  in- 
tending the  next  day  to  make  the  land  a degree 
to  the  northward  of  the  latitude  of  Cape  Die- 
men. We  were  in  hopes  to  difcover  there  a 
harbour,  that  might  in  future  atford  great  ad- 
vantages to  navigators  who  intended  to  explore 
the  fouth-weft  of  New  Holland,  by  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  eafterly  winds. 

At  four  o’elock  in  the  morning  of  the  19th 
we  faw  the  land  extending  from  north-eafl  by 
north  to  eaft  by  fouth,  the  neared  coaft  bearing 
ead  norlb-ead,  at  the  didance  of  three  myria- 
meters.  ^ 

The  wirid  was  at  fouth-wed  ; we  dood  on  for 
fome  time  clofe  hauled  on  the  darboard  tack. 
Two  hours  after,  when  we  were  only  a myria- 
meter  and  a half-  from*  the  fhore,  we  had  dfty 
• fathoms  water  over  a bottom  of  very  coarfe  -fand 
and  broken  fliclls. 

^ We  beheld  a deep  coad,  and  at  a little  didance 
a chain  of  mountains  of  moderate*  elevation, 
which  foliow'ed  nearly  the  fame  direfllo'ri  : tins 
land  was  almod  every  where  eovcved  with  large 
trees.  . . v'*  • 

At  noon  we  were  in  latitude  42°  51''  fouth,  and 
lorygitude  4.9^  ead  ; the  lands  to  the  north- 
£ad  ihewed  ihemfelves  only  through  a thick  mid, 
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with  which  tlie  horizon  was  very  much  darkened 
on  all  lidcs. 

Tl)e  variation  of  the  compafs  had  increafed 
very  rapidly  tince  it  had  become  eafierly,  for,  on 
the  20th,  it  was  obferved  to  be  7®  eah. 

The  coalt  prefented  no  bight  that  could  make 
ns  prefurae  that  we  thould  there  meet  with  a 
good  ' anchorage.  At  noon  we  had  already 
reached  the  latitude  of  43®  22'  fouth,  and  longi- 
tude of  143°  28'  eafl  ; we  were  only  a myriarnc- 
1er  from  the  land,  and  from  north  half  weft  to 
call  louth>eaft  it  offered  to  our  view  fomc  rather 
lofty  mountains. 

At  fix  o’clock  in  the  afternoon  we  doubled  the 
South  Cape,  at  the  diftance  of  two  rnyriameters. 
It  is  remarkable  that  in  all  the  different  finuoft- 
ties  of  the  coaft  which  we  had  juft  followed,  we 
had  conftantlv  had  the  wind  ri^ht  aft.  It  feems  to 
me  that  the  high  mountains,  oppofing  a barrier  to 
the  winds,  force  them  to  keep  along  the  coaft. 

We  difeovered,  above  all  the  other  mountains, 
that  which  we  had  feen  covered  with  fnow%  the 
preceding  year,  at  the  period  of  our  anchoring  in 
Port  D’Entrecafleaux  ; but  as  we  were  now  in 
the  fbafon  of  the  greateft  heats,  we  no  longer  per- 
ceived any  fnow  but  in  the  large  excavations,  where 
it  was  fhcltercd  from  the  rays  of  the  fun  during  a 
great  part  of  the  day  : this  mountain  is  remark- 
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able  for  a fmall  pG^k  in  the  fhape  ofa  cone,  which 
terminates  its  fummit. 

On  the  approach  of  night  we  paiTed  pretty 
dofe  to  the  Mewftone,  and  fhortly  after  we 
brought  to,  having  a frcfh  breeze  at  weft. 

We  founded  fcveral  times,  with  a line  of 
eighty  three^ fathoms,  without  gettiilg  bottom.'^ 

As  we  were  hemmed  in  on  the  coaft,  by  the 
wind  fhifting  to  the  fouth  fouth-weft,  we  were 
forced  to  ply  to  windward. 

At  noon  we  had  obferved,  in  latitude  43®  44' 
fouth,  our  longitude  being  I44^i6'eaft,  when 
we  fet  the  Mewftone,  bearing  weft  1 (f  30'  fouth j 
and  the  Eddyftone  fouth  fouth-eaft  1®  eaft.  The 
neareft  coaft  then  bore  north  north-weft,-  diftant 
three  kilometers. 

Very  early  in  the  morning  of  the  2 2d,  we  were 
at  the  entrance  of  Storm  Bay.  The  wind  was 
at  fouth  foutb-eaft,  and  prevented  us  from  enter- 
ing D’Entrecafteaux’s  Strait,  where  we  had  an 
intention,  of  going  to  anchor,  in  a cove  which 
we  had  furveyed  the  year  before,  and  which*  wa*s 
extremely  convenient  for  giving  our  fhips  all  the 
repairs  of  which-  they  ftood  -in  need  but  we 
were  obliged  to  enter  a bay,  which  fome  rock's 
almoft  even  with  the  water’s  edge,  fttuated  near 
its  middle,  determined  us  to  call  La  Bais  des^ 
Roches^  Rocky  Bay  ; this  is  the  iirft  cove  that  is 
met  with  on  the  larboard  hand  on. entering  Storm 
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£nv,  and  Its  direéllon  is  from  north-cafl:  to 
fouth-wefl.  The  Efperance  anchored  there  at  a 
very  early  hour. 

Having  run  a third  of  the  way  up  into  this  bay, 
we  got  bottom,  at  two  fathoms  and  a half  ; it  was 
not  prudent  to  proceed  farther  without  founding 
the  track  that  wc  were  to  follow,  and  this  was 
the  more  eafy  as  we  had  feveral  boats  in  the  wa- 
ter. Crétin,  who  had  been  fent  to  take  the 
foundings  of  this  cove  the  preceding  year,  told 
the  Admiral  that  we  fhould  not  find  Icfs  than  two 
fathoms  and  a half;  which  precluded  all  farther 
examination.  However,  this  aifertion  ought  not 
to  have  been  fully  credited,  for,  independently  of 
Cretin  not  having,  when  he  had  founded,  employ- 
ed fufiicient  time  to  anfwer  within  a quarter  of  a 
fathom  for  the  depth  of  water,  it  was  doubtful 
whether  he  had  not  performed  this  fervice  at  low 

water,  which  might  occafion  a difference  of  at 

« 

leaft  three  quarters  of  a fathom,  and  caute  us  to 
touch.  Notwithfianding  thefe  confiderations, 
the  Admiral  made  no  hefitation  in  fleering  to 
port,  thus  approaching  fiill  nearer  the, low  lands  \ 
accordingly  we  foon  ran  aground,  but  fortunately 
it  was  on  fand.  This  happened  at  half  pafl 
nine  o’clock.  The  wind  came  down  in  heavy 
fqualls  from  the  top  of  the  mountains,  and  drove 
us  with  violence  towards  the  coaft,  working  us 
deeper  and  deeper  into  the  fand.  , , 
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The  Efpérance  immediately  fent  us  her  launch 
and  lier  barge,  which,  added  to  our  own  boats> 
endeavoured  in  vain  to  tow  our  fh ip’s  head  round 
to  fiarboard.  We  then  felt  the  nereffity  oGcar- 
r}  ing  out  a ftream  anchor  to  the  wefl  north- wefl-, 
in  order  to  ücady  our  'lhip  by  a'  good  hav^er, 
that  might  prevent  her  from  being  driven  nearer 
the  coad  ; then,  to  lighten  her,  we  üarted  in  the 
hold  all  the  fait  water -with  whieh  moft  of  our 
empty  cafks  had  been  filled,  and,  to  free  the  ihip 
of  it,  we  at  the  fame  time  fet  all  the  pumps  to  work. 
As  foon  as  we  were  lightened  of  this  weight,  we 
hove  at  the  capfiern  on  a bower  anchor,  which 
had  been  dropped  quite  clofe  to  the  former  ; but 
it  was  not  till  about  one  o’clock  that  we  were 
able  t(|  get  off  this  fand-bank,  and  after  we  had 
made  the  greatefl:  efforts,  our  fhip  was  at  length 
brought  afloat. 
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